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Soy-slicked salmon adds a fishy twist to banh mi
	 This two-fisted sandwich is 
inspired by a Vietnamese banh 
mi. Banh mi is a fusion of 
Vietnamese and French cui-
sines. It comprises a soft 
baguette layered with meat 
(often pork or chicken), quick 
pickles, leafy herbs and chiles, 
with a generous smear of pate, 
aioli or mayonnaise. It’s a delec-
table convergence of contrasts 
— crunchy, juicy, creamy tex-
tures and sweet, salty, spicy fla-
vors — that deservedly nudges 
this specialty into addictive ter-
ritory. It also provides enough 
flexibility in ingredients to 
appeal to nearly everyone, with 
perhaps the one fixed rule: 
Provide plenty of napkins. 
	 This variation jettisons meat 
and replaces it with a soy- and 
Sriracha-slicked salmon fillet. 
Wafer-thin cucumbers and quick 
pickled carrot and daikon pro-
vide crunchy, sweet and sharp 
freshness. A garlicky, spicy 
yogurt-mayo sauce lends cool 
creaminess to every bite. (You 
can use all mayonnaise if you 
prefer.) For the bread, choose a 
wide baguette to contain the fill-
ings or individual sandwich 
baguettes. Lightly toast the 
bread to help prevent sogginess 
from the fillings and lend more 
crunch to the eating experience.

Salmon Banh Mi
	 Active time: 30 minutes
	 Total time: 30 minutes, plus 
marinating time
	 Yield: Makes 2 sandwiches

	 Marinade: 
	1/4 cup soy sauce
	2 tablespoons packed brown 

sugar 
	1 tablespoon fresh lime 

juice 
	1 tablespoon sesame oil 
	1 teaspoon Sriracha

	2 skinless salmon fillets, 
each 6 to 7 ounces and 
3/4 inch thick, pin bones 
removed

	 Slaw:
	1 medium carrot, peeled, 

coarsely grated
	1 (3-inch) daikon, peeled, 

coarsely grated
	2 tablespoons fresh lime 

juice
	2 tablespoons unseasoned 

rice wine vinegar 

	1 tablespoon sugar
	1/2 teaspoon kosher salt

	 Sauce:
	1/2 cup whole-milk Greek 

yogurt 
	2 tablespoons good-quality 

mayonnaise
	1 garlic clove, minced or 

pushed through a press
	1 teaspoon fresh lime juice
	1 teaspoon Sriracha 
	Pinch of kosher salt

	1 large baguette, cut into 
two (5- to 6-inch) center-
cut sections (or 2 small 
sandwich baguettes)

	1 (3-inch) piece of English 
cucumber, very thinly 
sliced 

	1 to 2 jalapeno peppers, 
thinly sliced, seeded 
(optional)

	Fresh cilantro sprigs

	 Whisk the marinade ingredi-
ents in a bowl. Spread the 
salmon in a snug baking dish 
or glass container. Pour the 
marinade over and turn to coat. 
Transfer the salmon to the 
refrigerator and let marinate 
for 30 minutes to 1 hour. 
	 Combine the slaw ingredi-
ents in a bowl. Let stand at 
room temperature for 30 min-

utes, stirring occasionally, or 
refrigerate for longer. When 
ready to use, drain the vegeta-
bles well.
	 Whisk the sauce ingredients 
in a small bowl. 
	 When ready to assemble, 
remove the salmon from the 
marinade. Place on a rimmed 
baking sheet and broil until 
cooked through the center and 
slightly charred on top, 5 to 7 
minutes, rotating the pan once 
or twice. 
	 Place the bread, cut sides 
up, on a separate baking sheet 
or rack and broil until lightly 
toasted, 1 to 2 minutes. 
	 To assemble, brush both cut 
sides of the baguette with the 
sauce. Arrange a layer of 
cucumber over the bottom, 
slightly overlapping. Top with a 
layer of the slaw. Arrange a 
salmon filet over the slaw. Top 
with jalapenos and cilantro 
sprigs. Close the sandwich and 
serve immediately.
	 ——
	 Lynda Balslev is an award-
winning writer, cookbook author, 
and recipe developer based in 
northern Cali fornia.  Visit 
TasteFood at TasteFoodblog.
com.
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Using leftover hand sanitizer
	 Do you have hand sanitizer 
gel left over after the pan-
demic? Turns out the disinfec-
tant has some other powerful 
uses. For example, squirt 
some sanitizer on tarnished 
silver and use a soft towel to 
rub it to a clean finish. If you 
have marker or very tough 
stains on clothing, rub sani-
tizer right on top and watch 
them melt away (you can pre-
treat grease stains on clothes 
this way, too). Lastly, use a 

little to disinfect your smart-
phone; just squirt some right 
on the screen and spread it 
around, then wipe it off with 
a soft cloth.

Just One 
Thing
Danny Seo
Columnist
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Refresh your shade garden: Transform the outdoors with impatiens

	 (BPT) — Gardening enthusi-
asts, rejoice! The long-awaited 
moment has arrived — garden-
ing season is officially here. As 
green thumbs eagerly prepare 
to embark on their outdoor 
endeavors, there’s no better 
time to infuse your surround-
ings with bursts of color and 
life. Joining in the spring cele-
bration is Beacon® Impatiens 
from PanAmerican Seed®, 
boasting a dazzling array of 
eight vibrant colors and seven 
playful mixes. Whether adorn-
ing hanging baskets, window 
boxes or landscapes in the 
shade, these resilient blooms 
promise to bring an essence of 
elegance and allure into your 
outdoor spaces.

Brighten up your shady 
space

	 Impatiens thrive in less 
light, so when you’re planning 
your garden, consider how color 
can bring your shady areas to 
life. Beacon® Impatiens make it 
easy, since their vibrant, cheer-
ful blooms in striking hues cre-
ate a captivating visual con-
trast against their dark green 
foliage. For a truly unique gar-
den aesthetic, blend various 
shade-loving green textures, 
like ferns and hostas with a 
rich assortment of Beacon® 
Impatiens colors ranging from 
bright red and coral to white 
and violet.
	 When considering spatial 

arrangement, keep in mind that 
cool colors such as greens and 
blues tend to recede into the 
distance, while warm hues like 
reds and oranges appear closer, 
establishing an inviting atmo-
sphere. Further transform your 
garden or patio into a lively 
oasis by selecting decorative 
pots and experimenting with 
more color combinations, set-
ting an enchanting backdrop 
for your garden gatherings or 
backyard parties. Impatiens 
serve as an excellent addition 
to any container, seamlessly 
complementing other shade-lov-
ing flowers or plants in pots and 
hanging baskets, adding a fes-
tive flair to your outdoor décor.

Stay on trend with color 
combinations & new variet-

ies
	 Looking for inspiration to 
kickstart your shade garden? 
This season, consider trying out 
a delightful combination with 
Beacon® Impatiens, and achieve 
a winning look by choosing 
complementary colors. Pair 
Beacon® Rose and Violet 
Shades Impatiens with frothy 
Euphorbia for a harmonious 
blend of soft and bold hues. For 
a striking contrast, combine 
Beacon® Bright Red Impatiens 
with statuesque Gryphon 
Begonia, adding a pop of 
vibrant color to your shaded 
spaces. Create a playful palette 
by pairing Beacon® White and 

Coral Impatiens with colorful, 
leafy Coleus varieties, adding 
depth and texture to your gar-
den beds. For a classic look, 
pair Beacon® White with tall, 
red Salvia, creating a timeless 
and elegant arrangement. 
These shade garden recipes 
offer plenty of options to suit 
your taste and elevate your out-
door design.
	 If you love discovering new 
colors and mixes for your gar-
den each year, the latest 
Beacon® Impatiens additions 
for 2024 offer exciting options to 
consider. Impatiens Beacon® 
Lipstick boasts a bold, sassy 
red shade guaranteed to bright-
en any garden with its vibrant 
charm. Additionally, the newly 
unveiled Impatiens Beacon® 
Pearl Island Mixture includes 
an exclusive preview of a “Blue 
Pearl” variety, not yet available 
on the market, blended with 
coral and white blossoms. This 
one-of-a-kind combination pays 
homage to the picturesque 
Pearl Island Lighthouse in Nova 
Scotia, evoking a sense of coast-
al serenity and elegance.

Tips for caring for impatiens 
	 Impatiens are an easy-to-
grow plant for beginner garden-
ers. If it’s your first time plant-
ing them, there are a few 
important tips to keep in mind. 
First, ensure you select a shad-
ed area for your Beacon® 
Impatiens, although partial 

shade can suffice if it receives 
morning sunlight followed by 
shade for the rest of the day 
during spring and summer. Pay 
attention to the spacing of your 
plants, as it influences their 
height. Planting impatiens clos-
er together results in taller 
growth, with Beacon® Impatiens 
reaching heights of 14 to 18 
inches. Concerned about impa-
tiens downy mildew (IDM)? 
This is not an issue with 
Beacon® Impatiens, as they 
boast high resistance to this 
disease, providing durable color 
all season without the risk of 
plant loss. When it comes to 
watering, it is recommended to 
maintain a balance; while impa-
tiens require at least 2 inches of 
water per week in garden beds, 
daily watering is necessary for 
those in containers or window 
boxes. Avoid over-watering to 
prevent waterlogged roots, 
which impede growth. Lastly, 
fertilizing regularly, approxi-
mately every 2 weeks, ensures 
optimal growth for Beacon® 
Impatiens. Consider using slow-
release fertilizer upon planting 
and reapplication midway 
through summer.
	 By following these gardener-
friendly tips, you’ll soon enjoy 
vibrant, long-lasting blooms 
that illuminate your shaded 
garden. Visit BeaconImpatiens.
com to learn more ways to cre-
ate a colorful shade garden that 
will last through the season.
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Montana Fair Housing Survey 
 

The Montana Department of Commerce is undertaking efforts to Affirmatively Further Fair Housing in Montana. 

This effort includes the development of a fair housing plan.  

This study takes a detailed look at access to housing across the state, as well as any barriers to access, and how 

the Montana Department of Commerce and other state agencies can help mitigate any barriers to housing 

access.  

We would like your help! We need input from the community to get a better understanding of what you see as 

the needs in your area and how we can help address those needs. Please take a few moments to complete this 

short survey.

1. What county in Montana do you live or work in?  

        

2. What housing needs do you see in your 

community? Select all that apply. 

 

0 More market rate single-family homes 

0 More market rate multi-family units 

0 More affordable homeowner units 

0 More affordable rental units 

0 Rental housing rehabilitation 

0 Homeowner housing rehabilitation 

0 More senior housing 

0 No housing needs 

0 Other:        

3. What household types have the most problems 

accessing housing? Select all that apply. 

 

0 Households with lower incomes (less than 

$54,000 household income) 

0 Households with disabilities 

0 Senior Households 

0 Renters 

0 New residents 

0 Families with children and/or large 

households 

0 Racial and ethnic minorities 

0 Other:        

4. Are there any barriers to housing development in 

your community? Select all that apply. 

0 Development and permitting fees 

0 Zoning restrictions 

0 Cost of construction 

0 Cost of labor and materials 

0 Lack of market/ interested buyers or renters 

0 Lack of available developers 

0 Cost of land 

0 Lack of community support 

0 Other:        

 

 

5. Are you aware of the fair housing laws in the state 

of Montana? 

0 Yes 

0 No 

0 Somewhat 

6. Have you witnessed or experienced housing 

discrimination? (such as refusing to rent or show 

certain units to someone based on their race or 

disability) 

0 Yes 

0 No 

7. Are you aware of any policies to promote fair 

housing in your community? 

0 Yes 

0 No 

8. Are you aware of any policies to promote 

affordable housing development in your 

community? 

0 Yes 

0 No 

9. What efforts can the State of Montana make to 

enhance collaboration with your community? 

       

       

       

        

       

       

       

        



10. What efforts can the State make to increase access to housing in your area or throughout Montana?

11. Do you have any other comments about the needs in your community or in the state?

12. Would you like to participate in a Work Group to discuss the housing and community needs in the state?  If 
so, please provide your email below.  Your email will not be associated with your survey responses.



Public Hearings 

April 3, 2024, 2 p.m. 
June 20, 2024, 2 p.m.
Sept. 10, 2024, 10 a.m. 
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This service is provided to you at no charge by Montana Department of Commerce. 
 

This email was sent to janelle.egli@mt.gov using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: Montana Department of Commerce 
· P.O. Box 200501 · Helena, MT 59620-0501 

 



























 







 



Welcome to the Needs and Strategies Public 
Hearing for the 2024-2025 Annual Action Plan 

and 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for 
Housing and Community Development

Wednesday, April 3, 2024
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Sponsored by the Montana Departments of 
Commerce and Public Health and Human Services

The Department of Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities or persons with limited English proficiency who 

wish to participate in this process and need an alternative accessible format of the presentation materials or translation services. 

El Departamento de Comercio hará adaptaciones razonables para las personas con discapacidades o personas con domino limitado del inglés que 

deseen participar en este proceso y necesiten un formato accessible alternativo de materiales de presentación o servicios de traducción.



2025-2029 
Consolidated Plan



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Public Participation Process

The State of Montana, through the Departments of Commerce 
and Public Health and Human Services, is developing a 5-
year plan to guide policy and investment for housing, 
economic, and other community development projects.

This 5-year plan, also known as the “Consolidated Plan for 
Housing and Community Development” is required by the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
to assess Montana’s needs and current conditions, as well as 
to determine priorities and allocate HUD funding.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Public Participation Process

The perspectives and opinions shared by participants during 
this portion of the public hearing will inform the development 
of the 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan including the Year 1 
(2025-2026) Annual Action Plan and associated Equity 
Plan for affirmatively furthering fair housing.

We hope that with your input, we can ensure housing and 
community development needs across Montana are identified 
and addressed.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Goals and Objectives

• The objectives of Montana’s Consolidated Plan include: 
– Provide decent housing
– Provide a suitable living environment
– Expand economic opportunities

• The goals of Montana’s current Consolidated Plan are:
– Goal 1 – Preserve and Construct Affordable Housing
– Goal 2 – Plan for Communities
– Goal 3 – Improve and Sustain Public Infrastructure
– Goal 4 – Revitalize Local Economies
– Goal 5 – Reduce Homelessness



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan 
Programs

• Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
– Housing (Rental Development / Single Family Rehabilitation)
– Public and Community Facilities
– Economic Development
– Planning

• HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME)
– Rental Development / Single Family Development / Rental 

Rehabilitation
– Homebuyer Assistance

• Housing Trust Fund (HTF)
– Rental Development / Rental Rehabilitation

• Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG)
– Street Outreach / Emergency Shelter / Homelessness Prevention / 

Rapid Re-housing



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Planning Process

• Analyze quantitative and qualitative data 
regarding need

• Engage the public, agencies, and 
stakeholders to get input about need

• Identify priority needs
• Develop a strategy in response to 

identified needs
• Direct funding to strategies



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Documents

• Equity Plan for Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing
– Under a HUD Proposed Rule, Montana will develop an Equity Plan every five years that will 

serve the purpose of assessing fair housing issues and their underlying causes, as well as 
setting fair housing goals and outlining strategies for achieving equity in housing, increasing 
access to community assets, and broadening economic opportunities

– The mandate to affirmatively further fair housing requires proactive and meaningful action to 
overcome patterns of segregation, promote fair housing choice, eliminate disparities in 
opportunities, and foster inclusive communities free from discrimination

• Five-Year Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development (Con Plan)
– Consolidated Plans are strategic plans prepared every five years that guide housing and 

community investments

• Annual Action Plan (AAP)
– AAPs are prepared each year of the Consolidated Plan and outline specific activities, goals, 

and objectives for the given program year

• Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER)
– CAPERs are annual reports that detail use of funds and progress towards meeting goals and 

objectives for AAPs



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development 

• Under HUD’s Proposed Rule, the State will oversee a more streamlined analysis of fair housing 
compared to what was required under the 2015 Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Rule. Furthermore, 
the State will oversee a more robust community engagement effort to identify fair housing needs and 
opportunities.

• At least three public hearings will be held before the State’s Equity Plan is submitted to HUD. 
– Two hearings will be held before the publication of the Equity Plan and will provide the public opportunity for 

identifying fair housing needs and informing fair housing strategies. 
– One hearing will be held after the publication of the Equity Plan and will provide the public opportunity to 

comment on the published plan document.

• Through today’s hearing – the first of the two initial hearings – the State is seeking input about fair 
housing issues and their underlying causes, as well as asking for recommendations for fair housing goals 
and strategies.

• Initial input will be accepted through June 25, 2024. Feedback regarding the to-be-published Equity Plan 
will be accepted during a comment period to be announced.

• As part of its outreach efforts, the State will gather data to inform Equity Plan development via the 
Montana Fair Housing Survey, which will open May 1, 2024, and close May 31, 2024. Once available, the 
survey will be available at commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates (or in alternative formats upon 
request).



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Adoption and Evaluation 

• Once developed (tentatively in September 2024), the Equity Plan will be submitted to 
HUD. Upon receipt, HUD will publish the plan and make it available for a 60-day 
public review period.

• After HUD accepts Montana’s Equity Plan, it will be published on Commerce’s 
website, and its fair housing goals and strategies will be incorporated into the State’s 
2025-2029 Consolidated Plan and associated Annual Action Plans.

• Progress evaluations for the Equity Plan will be required annually after the Equity 
Plan is adopted.

– Before submitting its Annual Progress Evaluations for the Equity Plan to HUD, the State will 
make available to interested parties the proposed evaluation for a comment period of no less 
than 15 calendar days.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Document Review

• Once drafted, documents will be available:
– On Commerce’s website at 

commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-
Plan/Documents

– Several depositories throughout the state   
(see website for list)

– By request



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Surveys and Upcoming Meetings

• As mentioned above, as part of its outreach efforts, the State will gather 
data to inform Equity Plan development via the Montana Fair Housing 
Survey. 
– The survey will be available May 1, 2024, through May 31, 2024.

• The State will also gather data to inform broad Consolidated Plan 
development via the Montana Housing and Community Needs Survey.  
– The survey was made available March 18, 2024, and will be open 

through April 30, 2024.

All interested parties are encouraged to participate in the State’s 
surveys and public meetings. To participate in our surveys and for 

information about upcoming public meetings, visit 
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Contact Information

Montana Department of Commerce
301 S Park Ave Helena, MT 59601
PO Box 200523 Helena, MT 59620-0523

Division Administrators: Galen Steffens, Cheryl Cohen
CDBG Coordinator: Rosie Goldich
Program Specialist: Janelle Egli
Phone: 406.841.2770
TDD: 406.841.2702
Fax: 406.841.2771
Email: DOCConPlan@mt.gov
Website: commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Contact Information

DPHHS
1400 Carter Drive Helena, MT 59601
PO Box 202956 Helena, MT 59620-2956

Administrator: Jessie Counts
Bureau Chief: Sara Loewen
Phone: 406.447.4265
Fax: 406.447.4287
Website: www.dphhs.mt.gov



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Comments

Comments regarding needs and strategies pertaining to the 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan 
including the Year 1 (2025-2026) Annual Action Plan and associated Equity Plan for 
affirmatively furthering fair housing are now being accepted.

If you have a comment and are joining via webinar, please raise your hand so we can 
unmute you. If you are joining via phone, please press *9 to indicate you have a 

comment and then press *6 to unmute/re-mute yourself.
When providing comment
• Please state and spell your name
• Please state the organization you represent (if applicable)

Written comments should be addressed to the address or email below and will be accepted
• Until 5:00 p.m. April 17, 2024, for the 2024-2025 AAP and 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
• Until 5:00 p.m. June 25, 2024, for the Equity Plan 

Montana Department of Commerce
Community MT
Attn: Con Plan
PO Box 200523
Helena, MT 59620-0523
DOCConPlan@mt.gov
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 1            WHEREUPON, the following proceedings were had:
  

 2            MS. GOLDICH:  Hi, everyone.  I'm going to go
  

 3   ahead and get started, if that's okay with everyone.  Good
  

 4   afternoon, and welcome to the needs and strategies public
  

 5   hearing --
  

 6       Actually, Janelle, can you start the recording,
  

 7   please?
  

 8       Okay.  Good afternoon, and welcome to the needs and
  

 9   strategies public hearing for the 2024-to-2025 Annual
  

10   Action Plan, or the AAP, and the 2025-to-2029 Consolidated
  

11   Plan.  My name is Rosie Goldich, and I am the CDBG
  

12   coordinator here at the Department of Commerce, Community
  

13   MT Division.  Today we'll be receiving public comments on
  

14   the community needs and suggested strategies for the
  

15   2024-to-2025 Annual Action Plan.
  

16       First a couple of housekeeping notes.  We'll be taking
  

17   comments at the end of this section of the presentation.
  

18   Please hold your comments and until then.  While making a
  

19   comment, please state and spell your name, then any
  

20   organization that you are representing today.  Please take
  

21   a moment to ensure that you are muted before we begin.
  

22   This meeting will be recorded and available on our website
  

23   for you to review.
  

24       So first we'll be discussing the 2024-to-2025 Annual
  

25   Action Plan.  The State of Montana, through the
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 1   Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human
  

 2   Services, is developing the 2024-to-2025 Annual Action
  

 3   Plan, which covers the period from April 1st, 2024, to
  

 4   March 31st, 2025.  This plan, also known as the AAP, is
  

 5   required by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
  

 6   Development to assess Montana's immediate needs, and it
  

 7   will guide investment for housing, economic, and other
  

 8   community development projects during Year 5 of the
  

 9   2024-2020 -- 2020-to-2024 Consolidated Plan for Housing
  

10   and Community Development, which was initially approved by
  

11   HUD in 2021.
  

12       The perspectives and opinions shared by participants
  

13   of this public hearing will inform the development of the
  

14   2024-to-2025 AAP.  We hope that with your input we can
  

15   ensure housing and community development needs across
  

16   Montana are identified and addressed.
  

17       There are four programs between the Department of
  

18   Commerce and DPHHS that are covered in the AAP.  The
  

19   Community Development Block Grant, CDBG, Program includes
  

20   housing, containing rental and single-family
  

21   rehabilitation; public and community facilities; economic
  

22   development; and planning.
  

23       The HOME Investment Partnerships Program includes
  

24   rental development, single-family development, rental
  

25   rehabilitation, and homebuyer assistance.



Transcript of Proceedings
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 1       Housing Trust Fund, or HTF, includes rental
  

 2   development and rental rehabilitation.
  

 3       Lastly, the Emergency Solutions Grant, or ESG, covers
  

 4   emergency shelter, homelessness prevention, and rapid
  

 5   rehousing.
  

 6       HUD has yet to announce its 2024-to-2025 Community
  

 7   Planning and Development, or CPD, allocations for CDBG,
  

 8   HOME, HTF, and ESG.  The State is currently seeking
  

 9   initial input on the way CPD funds which are to be
  

10   announced should be utilized to meet housing and community
  

11   development needs in Montana.
  

12       The draft 2024-to-2025 AAP is scheduled to be
  

13   available for public comment between May 15th, and a
  

14   public hearing for the document is planned for May 29th.
  

15   During the comment period and public hearing of the draft
  

16   2024-to-2025 AAP, the State will seek input on the
  

17   published plan.  The final 2024-to-2025 AAP is due to HUD
  

18   no later than August 16th, 2024, but will be submitted as
  

19   early as June 28, 2024, to ensure successful
  

20   implementation of the plan.
  

21       If HUD has not announced CPD allocations by the time
  

22   the State must publish its draft 2024-to-2025 AAP for
  

23   public review, the State will provide estimated funding
  

24   amounts and explain how it will adjust the plan to match
  

25   allocation amounts once they are known.
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 1       So this year, this program year runs from April 1st,
  

 2   2024, to March 31st, 2025.  During Plan Year 5 -- Oh.
  

 3   This is for last year.  Excuse me.  So during Plan Year 4,
  

 4   which that year ran from April 1st, 2023, to March 31st,
  

 5   2024, $6,541,090 was allocated to the CDBG Program;
  

 6   $3,450,234 has been allocated to the HOME Program;
  

 7   $3,066,413 was allocated to Housing Trust Fund, or HTF;
  

 8   $741,200 has been allocated to the ESG Program.
  

 9       For more detail on how each of these funding sources
  

10   allocated their dollars, please visit Commerce.mt.gov/
  

11   consolidated-plan/documents.  Once drafted, the documents,
  

12   including the 2024-to-2025 AAP, will be available on
  

13   Commerce's website at Commerce.mt.gov/consolidated-plan/
  

14   documents, several repositories throughout the state,
  

15   which are available on our website, and also by request to
  

16   the Department of Commerce.  You can contact the
  

17   Department of Commerce at 301 South Park Avenue in Helena,
  

18   Montana, Zip Code 59601, or P.O. Box 200523 in Helena,
  

19   Montana, at 59620-0523.
  

20       Our division administrators are Galen Steffens from
  

21   the Community MT Division and Cheryl Cohen from Montana
  

22   Housing.  I am the CDBG coordinator, Rosie Goldich.
  

23   Janelle Egli is the program specialist.  You can reach us
  

24   by phone at 406-841-2770, by TDD at 406-841-2702, by fax
  

25   at 406-841-2771.  You can also email at DOCConPlan@mt.gov,
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 1   and you can also find the Consolidated Plan documents on
  

 2   our website, which is Commerce.mt.gov/consolidated-plan.
  

 3       You can also inquire at DPHHS, which is located at
  

 4   1400 Carter Drive in Helena, Montana 59601.  You can reach
  

 5   out to the P.O. box, which is P.O. Box 202956 in Helena,
  

 6   Montana, Zip Code 59620-2956.  The administrator is
  

 7   Jessie Counts.  The bureau chief is Sara Loewen.  The
  

 8   phone number is 406-447-4265.  The fax is 406-447-4287.
  

 9   And the website is www.dphhs.mt.gov.
  

10       Okay.  We are now accepting public comments on the
  

11   needs and strategies for the 2024-to-2025 AAP.  If you
  

12   have a comment and are joining via webinar, please raise
  

13   your hand so we can unmute you.  If you are joining via
  

14   phone, please press star-9 to indicate you have a comment,
  

15   and then press star-6 to unmute and remute yourself.
  

16   While you are providing comment, please first state
  

17   your -- state and spell your name and state the
  

18   organization that you represent if that is applicable.
  

19       Written comments should be addressed to the address or
  

20   email below and will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. on
  

21   April 17th, 2024.  You can send your public comment to the
  

22   Montana Department of Commerce, Community MT, Attention:
  

23   Con Plan, P.O. Box 200523 in Helena, Montana; the Zip Code
  

24   is 59620-0523.  And you can also email your comment to
  

25   D-O-C-C-O-N-P-L-A-N@mt.gov.  So that's DOCConPlan@mt.gov.
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 1       So do we have any comments?
  

 2       Okay, Shyla.  You can go ahead and unmute yourself.
  

 3            MS. PATERA:  Good afternoon.  My name is
  

 4   Shyla Patera.  That's spelled S-H-Y-L-A, last name,
  

 5   P-A-T-E-R-A.  And I represent North Central Independent
  

 6   Living Services in Black Eagle, Montana.  And I thank you
  

 7   for holding this idea hearing about the Annual Action Plan
  

 8   and Consolidated Plan.
  

 9       One of the ideas that my agency and the Montana
  

10   Independent Living, Community Living Task Force, always
  

11   recommends is more visitable, affordable, universal
  

12   designed single-family and multifamily homes as well for
  

13   those that need disability access as well.  One of the
  

14   other things that we've been working on is also keeping an
  

15   eye on how to work with tiny homes and different options
  

16   for community housing for people with disabilities.  And
  

17   we know that Montana needs those very -- housing
  

18   desperately, even if it's just as transitional housing.
  

19       So we're hopeful that some HOME activities can go to
  

20   that, as well as some HTF activities in certain
  

21   communities.  Because not every, not every planning grant
  

22   or plan that each community has is eligible for each pot
  

23   of funding, and not everyone is able to access the Housing
  

24   Trust Fund, at least in past go-rounds.  So that is a huge
  

25   need for us.
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 1       We also have talked about, in previous plans, that we
  

 2   don't want to see people with disabilities without getting
  

 3   their needs met in emergency shelter grants and different
  

 4   options.  So that if someone is in a hospital or
  

 5   institution, which is classified as even a nursing home,
  

 6   if they've had a rehab, fall or whatever, and they want to
  

 7   go home, we'd like to see some funding for small ADA
  

 8   repairs and modifications through the Montana Housing and
  

 9   Department of Commerce, even if it's just through CDBG; or
  

10   I'm not sure, as a person who has been a longtime housing
  

11   advocate, if the small ADA rehab/construction that used to
  

12   be housed in CDBG is still active.
  

13       And when I was trying to get people's homes modified
  

14   to ADA standards, current ADA standards, smaller or
  

15   mid-sized communities often found it difficult, and there
  

16   were lots of needs.  So if anything, we can hopefully work
  

17   on those things.
  

18       In the realm of homelessness, I know it's partially --
  

19   it's split between DPHHS and Montana Housing, but I would
  

20   like to recommend that we work with the DPHHS to ensure
  

21   that all of our housing components in the Annual Action
  

22   Plan and Consolidated Plan work with housing components in
  

23   each of the Medicaid waivers, not just mental health.
  

24   It's been a great opportunity through the Behavioral
  

25   Health Commission that has come forth, but all of us who
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 1   have disabilities may need accessible housing at some
  

 2   point.
  

 3       And as far as fair housing, we'd like to see just
  

 4   definitions on when, when and how a person is done with
  

 5   their crime or sentence or how someone is classified or
  

 6   helped as domestic violence -- a domestic violence
  

 7   survivor with disabilities.  And this might be the wrong
  

 8   section of the hearing, but I hope everyone will take a
  

 9   chance and take a look, because it's really important.
  

10       And we also hope that Montana Housing will look at the
  

11   disparate impacts that sometimes can happen when not
  

12   everyone takes their HUD subsidies and has some of those
  

13   barriers that I've mentioned before.
  

14       And I thank you for taking my comments.
  

15            MS. GOLDICH:  Thank you, Shyla.
  

16       Do we have any other comments during this time?
  

17       Okay.  So I'm seeing no other comments.
  

18       So just a reminder that we will be accepting written
  

19   comments on the 2024-to-2025 AAP through April 17th, which
  

20   is two weeks from today, until 5:00 p.m.  So you can mail
  

21   those comments to Montana Department of Commerce,
  

22   Community MT, Attention: Con Plan, P.O. Box 200523 in
  

23   Helena, Montana 59620-0523.  And you can email at
  

24   DOCConPlan@mt.gov.
  

25       So I believe we are going to finish this portion of
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 1   the AAP presentation, and then we are going to transition
  

 2   over to discussing the Con Plan, the Consolidated Plan.
  

 3
  

 4                             * * * *
  

 5
  

 6            MS. BRACE:  My name is Megan Brace, and I am the
  

 7   senior advisor with Community and Policy Advisors.  We are
  

 8   working with the State of Montana, the Department of
  

 9   Commerce, to develop their Consolidated Plan and their
  

10   Fair Housing Plan.  So I'm going to take a few minutes to
  

11   talk about each of those, and then, again, we will open it
  

12   for comments at the end.
  

13       Just so all of you are aware, again, this is being
  

14   recorded.  And please hold your comments until the end,
  

15   and we'll do kind of the same process that we just
  

16   undertook with the Action Plan.
  

17       Next slide, please.
  

18       Thank you.
  

19       So I'm going to take a few minutes and just talk about
  

20   what the Consolidated Plan is, what we're doing, why we're
  

21   doing this, and the steps that we're taking now and in the
  

22   future to make sure that this is an inclusive process.
  

23       So the State of Montana is working through the
  

24   Department of Commerce, as well as the Public Health and
  

25   Human Services Department, to create this five-year plan.
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 1   And with this five-year plan, it helps guide policy and
  

 2   investment for housing, economic, and community
  

 3   development projects, really, under those funding options
  

 4   that Rosie mentioned earlier in the presentation.  So I'll
  

 5   talk about those a little bit more.
  

 6       But what this five-year plan, this Consolidated Plan
  

 7   does, is it gives us the framework and the outline for how
  

 8   we are going to spend those dollars over the next
  

 9   five years.  It's required by the U.S. Department of
  

10   Housing and Urban Development, or HUD, and it helps us
  

11   assess Montana's needs, the current conditions that we're
  

12   seeing in housing and economics, demographics, as well as
  

13   determining priorities and how we're going to allocate
  

14   that HUD funding.
  

15       Next slide, please.
  

16       Thank you.
  

17       So part of this is this public participation process.
  

18   So we're trying to get perspective and opinions shared by
  

19   the participants of today's meetings, as well as
  

20   additional public input processes where you can provide
  

21   your input.  So we're going to have a public input
  

22   hearing, this is the first of them, to inform in the
  

23   development of this 2025-to-2029 Consolidated Plan.
  

24       This also includes the first year of the Annual Action
  

25   Plan.  So Rosie was talking about the Annual Action Plan
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 1   that's going to be initiated soon.  That will start in
  

 2   2024.  The development of this 25 -- 2025, excuse me,
  

 3   Consolidated Plan will include that first Action Plan,
  

 4   which will start next year, in 2025.
  

 5       We're also talking about the Equity Plan for
  

 6   Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing.  So we hope that
  

 7   with your input, we can ensure housing and community
  

 8   development needs across Montana are identified and
  

 9   addressed.  So this is really just an opportunity to
  

10   discuss what that looks like at this point and
  

11   opportunities for you to comment in the future.
  

12       Next slide, please.
  

13       I wanted to give you all some background on what this
  

14   looks like and the overarching goals and objectives.  So
  

15   the objectives of the Consolidated Plan actually align
  

16   with the national objectives of these programs; you know,
  

17   the CDBG, those HOME programs that we were talking about
  

18   just a few minutes ago.
  

19       There's some national objectives that align with all
  

20   those, and these include providing decent housing,
  

21   providing suitable living environments, and expanding
  

22   economic opportunity.  So when we look at those
  

23   overarching objectives, we then define goals that can fall
  

24   under that and then also meet those needs that we're going
  

25   to talk about in a minute.
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 1       So the past Consolidated Plan that is ending this
  

 2   program year, so it was from 2020 to 2024, had
  

 3   five different goals.  These were goals that were defined
  

 4   by the State of Montana under those objectives to how we
  

 5   can use those HUD funds to meet the needs of Montana
  

 6   citizens.
  

 7       The first goal was to preserve and construct
  

 8   affordable housing.  The second goal was to plan for
  

 9   communities.  The third goal was to improve and sustain
  

10   public infrastructure.  The fourth goal was to revitalize
  

11   local economies.  And the fifth goal was to reduce
  

12   homelessness.  So as part of this process, we're looking
  

13   at these goals.  Some of these might change in this
  

14   revision of the Consolidated Plan; some of them might stay
  

15   the same.  The process is really to understand if these
  

16   goals will continue or if they'll change based on the
  

17   findings that we have.
  

18       Next slide, please.
  

19       So those programs that Rosie talked about, I'll just
  

20   briefly go through those again that we're including in the
  

21   Consolidated Plan.  There's four different programs.  We
  

22   have the Community Development Block Grant, or CDBG.  This
  

23   is the widest program.  It allows for some housing
  

24   funding.  It allows for community development.  Within
  

25   housing, there's rental development, single-family



Transcript of Proceedings

15

  
 1   rehabilitation.  We also have public and community
  

 2   facilities, economic development, and planning.  So that
  

 3   really allows for the widest range of funding options.
  

 4       The second program we're talking about is the
  

 5   HOME Investment Partnerships Program, or HOME.  This
  

 6   really focuses on housing alone.  So we look at rental
  

 7   housing development, single-family development, rental
  

 8   housing rehabilitation, as well as homebuyer assistance.
  

 9       The Housing Trust Fund is very similar to the
  

10   HOME Program, with a couple exceptions.  It's focused
  

11   primarily on very low income households, and it's focused
  

12   primarily on rental development and rental rehabilitation.
  

13       The last program is the Emergency Solutions Grant, or
  

14   ESG.  This funding is targeted to households that are
  

15   experiencing or at risk of homelessness, and it can
  

16   include things like street outreach, emergency shelters,
  

17   homelessness prevention, and rapid rehousing.
  

18       Next slide, please.
  

19       As we're going through this consolidated planning
  

20   process, we're doing a variety of steps.  The first step
  

21   that we're doing right now is we are collecting data.
  

22   This includes both quantitative and qualitative data;
  

23   quantitative data being, you know, those numbers that
  

24   we're looking at to see what trends are changing
  

25   demographically, housing, economically within the state,
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 1   but also qualitative data.  We're collecting survey data,
  

 2   which Janelle is going to talk about our surveys in a
  

 3   couple minutes.  And we're also collecting data from
  

 4   public input.
  

 5       So the second part of this process is engaging the
  

 6   public, agencies, and stakeholders to get input about need
  

 7   that you're seeing in your communities.  Sometimes, the
  

 8   data that we collect may or may not reflect the need that
  

 9   you are seeing, so this is the second source of data that
  

10   we're collecting.
  

11       Once we compile all of that together, we conduct
  

12   analysis of that, and then we identify needs within the
  

13   state.  These needs can vary regionally, by different
  

14   groups.  And then we look at what needs we can address
  

15   with this funding that we're talking about.
  

16       So once we've identified those priority needs, we
  

17   start to develop a strategy in response to needs.  Those
  

18   strategies go back to those goals that -- those five goals
  

19   that I talked about that we had with the last plan.  Each
  

20   of those goals will be aligned with different targeted
  

21   communities, different targeted outreach groups, and also
  

22   a direction of funding to address those strategies over
  

23   this five-year period.  So we're really looking at, you
  

24   know, the, the larger picture of the five-year period with
  

25   this consolidated plan.
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 1       Next slide, please.
  

 2       Once we have finished with this process, we're going
  

 3   to have a number of documents.  So the first document is,
  

 4   you know, number two on the list, if you're viewing this
  

 5   presentation, is that five-year Consolidated Plan.  And
  

 6   this will show you all that data we've collected, all the
  

 7   analysis we've done, those priority needs, and then those
  

 8   goals and strategic plans that will guide housing and
  

 9   community investments over the five-year period.
  

10       Each year after that, we have the Annual Action Plan,
  

11   or AAP, and this outlines specific activities, goals, and
  

12   objectives for that given program year.
  

13       After that, we have the Consolidated Annual
  

14   Performance and Evaluation Report, or the CAPER.  And what
  

15   this does, is it's an annual report that details the use
  

16   of funds, measures progress towards meeting goals and
  

17   objectives that were identified in the Annual Action Plan
  

18   and as well as the overarching Consolidated Plan.  So that
  

19   really provides a scorecard for maybe where we're meeting
  

20   our goals and maybe where we need to make some
  

21   adjustments.
  

22       The last thing that -- document that will be prepared
  

23   is actually, you know, first on this list if you're
  

24   looking at the presentation, and it's the Equity Plan for
  

25   Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing.  So what this
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 1   Equity Plan is, is it's a plan that will be developed
  

 2   every five years that will serve the purpose of assessing
  

 3   fair housing issues and their underlying causes, as well
  

 4   as setting fair housing goals and outlining strategies for
  

 5   achieving equity in housing, increasing access to
  

 6   community assets, and broadening economic opportunities.
  

 7       And the mandate to affirmatively furthering fair
  

 8   housing requires proactive and meaningful action to
  

 9   overcome patterns of segregation, promote fair housing
  

10   choice, eliminate disparities in opportunity, and foster
  

11   inclusive communities free from discrimination.
  

12       So what the overarching goal of the Equity Plan or
  

13   this Fair Housing Plan is, is to look at any barriers to
  

14   accessing housing.  If there's any systemic issues,
  

15   identifying those, and how the state and other agencies
  

16   can mitigate that over the next five years.
  

17       Next slide, please.
  

18       As we're working on that Equity Plan, I'm going to
  

19   take just a couple minutes to talk about what that looks
  

20   like in conjunction with the Consolidated Plan.  We are
  

21   doing a similar process.  We're collecting data, and we're
  

22   also engaging in this public input process.
  

23       Under the proposed rule that HUD has put out for this
  

24   plan, the State will oversee a more streamlined analysis
  

25   of fair housing compared to what was required in 2015 with
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 1   the Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Rule.  The State
  

 2   will also see a more robust community engagement effort to
  

 3   identify fair housing needs and opportunities.
  

 4       As part of this effort, the State will be conducting
  

 5   at least three public hearings to engage comments on the
  

 6   state Equity Plan.  Two of these meetings will be held
  

 7   before the publication of the Equity Plan to provide
  

 8   opportunity for comment, and then one hearing will be held
  

 9   after the publication of the Equity Plan.
  

10       Today's hearing is the first of those initial
  

11   two hearings.  And the State is seeking input about fair
  

12   housing issues and their underlying causes, as well as
  

13   asking for recommendation for fair housing goals and
  

14   strategies.  You'll also have additional opportunities to
  

15   provide those comments as we proceed through this process.
  

16       This initial input will be accepted through June 25th,
  

17   2024.  Feedback regarding the to-be-published Equity Plan
  

18   will be accepted during a comment period to be announced;
  

19   again, that public review period that I mentioned.
  

20       As part of its outreach efforts, the State will gather
  

21   data to inform the Equity Plan development via the Montana
  

22   Fair Housing Survey.  This survey will be open for the
  

23   month of May.  It will start on May 1st and then close on
  

24   May 31st.  And then once it's available, the survey will
  

25   be available at Commerce.mt.gov/consolidated-plan/updates.
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 1   And Janelle will talk a little bit more about this in a
  

 2   couple of slides as well.
  

 3       Next slide, please.
  

 4       So once this plan is developed, again, this really is
  

 5   looking at the overarching access to housing and how that
  

 6   can be addressed.  Some of these goals and issues will be
  

 7   integrated into this Consolidated Plan development as
  

 8   well.  We're looking at September 2024 for that initial
  

 9   development.  The Equity Plan will be submitted to HUD.
  

10   Upon receipt, HUD will publish it for about 60 days for a
  

11   public review period.  And then after HUD accepts the
  

12   Montana Equity Plan, it will be published on the
  

13   Commerce's website.
  

14       It will include fair housing goals and strategies to
  

15   be incorporated into the State's Consolidated Plan and the
  

16   associated Annual Action Plans.  Progress evaluations for
  

17   the Equity Plan will be required annually, similar to that
  

18   CAPER I talked about, after the Equity Plan is adopted.
  

19   Before submitting its annual progress evaluations for the
  

20   Equity Plan to HUD, the State will make available to
  

21   interested parties the proposed evaluation for a comment
  

22   period of no less than 15 days.
  

23       Next slide, please.
  

24       So I am going to turn this over to Janelle, and she is
  

25   going to talk about how you can access these documents and
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 1   make additional comments or additional opportunities for
  

 2   public input.  Thank you.
  

 3       Janelle.
  

 4            MS. EGLI:  Thank you so much, Megan.
  

 5       Megan has been wonderful to work with us and keep us
  

 6   trekking along as we undertake this process.  And I also
  

 7   wanted to say thank you to Rosie for providing her portion
  

 8   of the presentation as well since these are two separate
  

 9   but very connected efforts that we're undertaking.
  

10       So for those of you who may not know me, I am a
  

11   program specialist with Montana Housing.  And I am going
  

12   to talk with you a little bit about how to engage with the
  

13   2025-2029 Consolidated Plan process.
  

14       Okay.  So let's see here.  So once drafted, our
  

15   documents are going to be available on our website, and
  

16   that is Commerce.mt.gov/consolidated-plan/documents.
  

17   Specifically, you can look for the Consolidated Plan and
  

18   our Equity Plan as Megan described.  Those documents
  

19   will -- once they are published, will also be available at
  

20   repositories throughout the state.  For a list of our
  

21   repositories, you can look at our website, and we will
  

22   also have those documents available by request and in
  

23   alternative formats as requested.
  

24       Next slide.
  

25       Okay.  So how can you participate in this process?  We
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 1   have lots of different options for you.  So as we
  

 2   mentioned above, as part of our outreach effort, the State
  

 3   is gathering data to inform Equity Plan development via
  

 4   the Montana Fair Housing Survey.  The survey will be
  

 5   available, as Megan said, May 1st, 2024, through May 31st,
  

 6   2024.
  

 7       And we have an additional survey which is actually
  

 8   online right now.  We're gathering data to inform broad
  

 9   Consolidated Plan development via the Montana Housing and
  

10   Community Needs Survey.  This survey was made available
  

11   March 18th and will be open through April 30th.  So the
  

12   clock is ticking.  If you haven't participated in that
  

13   survey yet, we encourage you to do so.
  

14       Both of these survey efforts are very important to us
  

15   in our development of our Consolidated Plan and
  

16   Equity Plan development.  So yes, please do give us your
  

17   input, your feedback, and we will read them and analyze
  

18   our data and make sure that we use all of that to inform
  

19   our ultimate plan.  So if you're interested in
  

20   participating in the surveys or if you want to participate
  

21   in upcoming public meetings that will be a part of this
  

22   process, go ahead and visit Commerce.mt.gov/consolidated-
  

23   plan/updates.
  

24       Next slide.
  

25       Okay.  So if you wish to ask questions or submit
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 1   comments outside of this hearing, we are going to just
  

 2   share our contact information for you.  So first we have
  

 3   Montana Department of Commerce.  You can reach us at
  

 4   301 South Park Avenue, Helena, Montana 59601;
  

 5   P.O. Box 200523 Helena, Montana 59620.
  

 6       The division administrators that oversee this effort
  

 7   are Galen Steffens with Community MT and Cheryl Cohen with
  

 8   Montana Housing; CDBG coordinator, Rosie Goldich; and me,
  

 9   program specialist, Janelle Egli.  Our phone number is
  

10   406-841-2270, TDD is 406-841-2702, and our fax number is
  

11   406-841-2771.  You can email us at DOCConPlan@mt.gov.
  

12   And, of course, our website is Commerce.mt.gov/
  

13   consolidated-plan.
  

14       And just as a reminder, the programs that Commerce
  

15   oversees that are a part of this Consolidated Plan are the
  

16   CDBG, HOME, and HTF programs.
  

17       And then next slide.
  

18       So DPHHS, our partner agency, they oversee the
  

19   ESG Program, and any questions and comments that you may
  

20   have or wish to make outside of this hearing you can
  

21   direct their way.  They're at 1400 Carter Drive in Helena,
  

22   Montana 59601; P.O. Box 202956, Helena, Montana 59620.
  

23       Their administrator overseeing this effort is
  

24   Jessie Counts; bureau chief, Sarah Loewen.  Phone number,
  

25   406-447-4265, fax is 406-447-4287, and their website is
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 1   www.dphhs.mt.gov.
  

 2       Next slide.
  

 3       All right.  So we will now move into our commenting
  

 4   portion of this part of our presentation.  So verbal
  

 5   comments regarding needs and strategies pertaining to the
  

 6   2025-2029 Consolidated Plan, including the Year 1 AAP that
  

 7   spans from 2025 to 2026, and the associated Equity Plan
  

 8   for Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing are now being
  

 9   accepted.  Please note that this is a separate commenting
  

10   portion, so if you have comments, even if they are, you
  

11   know, related to what we discussed in the AAP, please make
  

12   those here so that we have them for this process.
  

13       If you have a comment and are joining via webinar,
  

14   please raise your hand so we can unmute you.  And if you
  

15   are joining via phone, please press star-9 to indicate you
  

16   have a comment and then press star-6 to unmute and
  

17   remute -- reunmute yourself -- remute yourself.  Sorry
  

18   about that.  And I'll repeat those instructions once as we
  

19   go along in case you missed them.
  

20       So we'll go ahead and go to our comments, and I see
  

21   that we have Shyla ready to go.
  

22            MS. PATERA:  Hello.  My name, for the record, is
  

23   Shyla Patera.  My -- that is spelled S-H-Y-L-A,
  

24   P-A-T-E-R-A.  And I represent North Central Independent
  

25   Living, Center for Independent Living, and Disability
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 1   Advocacy Agency in Black Eagle, Montana, Great Falls,
  

 2   Montana, but we serve a 17-county area.
  

 3       And again, we would also encourage visitable,
  

 4   universally designed housing, any housing, working on ESG
  

 5   and CDBG with a small ADA program.  One thing I forgot to
  

 6   mention last comment section was a possible idea for CDBG
  

 7   is accessible sidewalks.  Because without accessible
  

 8   sidewalks and transportation, you cannot have fully
  

 9   inclusive neighborhoods.  And we also hope that the HOME
  

10   and Housing Trust Fund can further the goals of enhancing
  

11   accessible, affordable rehab and repair and single-family
  

12   and multifamily construction for people with disabilities,
  

13   as well as home ownership.
  

14       One of the ideas I have for the Equity Plan beyond
  

15   previously mentioned is allowing citizens who may have
  

16   lived experience or advocates like myself to be trained in
  

17   rental or housing counseling, similar to fair housing
  

18   testers.  Because a lot of the consumers that I see and I
  

19   deal with, when they try to do eviction prevention, they,
  

20   they don't really know if the perceived, perceived and
  

21   lived experience matches, matches the level of legal
  

22   discrimination.
  

23       So one of the things I would like to see as part of
  

24   the affirmatively furthering fair housing in the
  

25   Equity Plan is definitely some training and some avenues



Transcript of Proceedings

26

  
 1   for citizen training so that -- Because we know the
  

 2   home -- the person potentially being evicted doesn't need
  

 3   a representative in court, but I've had to help them write
  

 4   their answers, and sometimes they don't understand how
  

 5   their lived experience transfers into legal languages.
  

 6       So that is one of the things that I would like to see,
  

 7   along with the disability and tribal supports we'll be
  

 8   building in, as well as those who may have criminal past
  

 9   histories but their sentences are done or completed and
  

10   they can show that in a court of law.  How do we help
  

11   those individuals expunge those needs, particularly when
  

12   they do need accessible housing?
  

13       There is so much more I will say, but I probably have
  

14   to put that into written comment.  But I thank you for
  

15   your time.
  

16            MS. EGLI:  Thank you so much, Shyla.
  

17       And Shyla was good enough to follow the instructions
  

18   that I didn't give, which was to, when providing comment,
  

19   state and spell your name and to also state the
  

20   organization you represent if applicable.
  

21       So thank you, Shyla, for being so on it.  And thank
  

22   you for your comment.  We will address that as part of
  

23   this process.
  

24       So I'll just repeat the instructions once again.  In
  

25   case there's anybody attending via phone, if you have a
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 1   comment and are joining via phone, please press star-9 to
  

 2   indicate you have a comment, and then press star-6 to
  

 3   unmute and then remute yourself.  And we have a little bit
  

 4   more time, so any other comments, please raise your hand
  

 5   if you're on webinar, and please press star-9 if you are
  

 6   joining via phone.
  

 7       Okay.  Not hearing any additional comments.
  

 8       Our -- Julie Flynn with Montana Housing went ahead and
  

 9   shared our survey link in the Q&A, and I added that to the
  

10   chat, so that's there for your convenience should you wish
  

11   to complete that survey in response to this presentation.
  

12       And I will also indicate as a wrapping up that written
  

13   comments should be addressed to the address or email that
  

14   we have listed here on the screen.  And those comments
  

15   regarding the 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan and our
  

16   Equity Plan will be accepted until 5 o'clock p.m. on
  

17   April 17th, 2024.  Well, I should, I should clarify.  So
  

18   through April 17th for the AAP and also the
  

19   Consolidated Plan, and then through June 25th for the
  

20   Equity Plan.  So those are separate comment periods to be
  

21   aware of.
  

22       And if you want to send your comments to the
  

23   Department of Commerce, you can send them to Montana
  

24   Department Commerce, Community MT, P.O. Box 200523,
  

25   Helena, Montana 59620.  And the email that you can submit
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 1   comments to is DOCConPlan@mt.gov.
  

 2       So I just want to say thank you to everybody who has
  

 3   joined us today, whether you're joining from another
  

 4   department here at Commerce or you are joining from
  

 5   another agency or are a member of the public representing
  

 6   specific needs that are happening in our communities.
  

 7   This is a very, very important process that will help us
  

 8   address real needs that we see throughout Montana.  And
  

 9   we're so thankful for your input and to be embarking on
  

10   this process that will help us really guide our
  

11   investments here in Montana.  So thank you, everybody who
  

12   has joined us, and we look forward to continuing to hear
  

13   from you throughout this process.  And that's it for me.
  

14       Rosie and Megan, anything else to add?
  

15            MS. GOLDICH:  I don't think so.
  

16       Thanks, everyone, for joining today.
  

17            MS. BRACE:  Yes.  Just echoing those sentiments.
  

18   Thank you for joining, and your input is valuable.
  

19            MS. EGLI:  All right.  Thank you so much,
  

20   everybody, and have a wonderful rest of your day.  Take
  

21   care.
  

22       (The proceedings concluded at 2:50 p.m.)
  

23                          * * * * * * *
  

24
  

25
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 1                  COURT REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE
  

 2
  

 3   STATE OF MONTANA           )
                               ss.

 4   COUNTY OF LEWIS AND CLARK  )
  

 5
  

 6
  

 7            I, CHERYL A. ROMSA, Court Reporter, residing in
  

 8   Helena, Montana, do hereby certify:
  

 9
  

10            That the foregoing proceedings were reported by
  

11   me in shorthand and later transcribed into typewriting;
  

12   and that the foregoing -28- pages constitute a true and
  

13   accurate transcription of my stenotype notes of the
  

14   proceedings.
  

15
  

16            DATED this the 9th day of April, 2024.
  

17
  

18                              /s/Cheryl A. Romsa
                              CHERYL A. ROMSA

19
  

20
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NO. 30299

Notice of Public Hearing and 
Comment Period on Water 
Quality Standards Rulemaking 
Before the Montana Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality

On April 26, 2024, the Montana 
Department of Environmental 
Quality (department) initiated 
rulemaking on proposed NEW 
RULE I, NEW RULE II, Depart-
ment Circular DEQ-15, and rule 
amendments and repeals. This 
action implements statute at 
75-5-321, MCA, and Senate 
Bill 358 which was adopted in 
2021 by the Montana Legisla-
ture. Statute at 75-5-321, MCA 
requires the department to adopt 
rules related to narrative nutrient 
standards and an Adaptive 
Management Program. Senate 
Bill 358 also requires that the 
department amend rules to de-
lete all references to Department 
Circular DEQ-12A, Department 
Circular DEQ-12B, base numeric 
nutrient standards, and nutrient 
standards variances. NEW 
RULE I (Translation of Narrative 
Nutrient Standards) describes 
how narrative nutrient standards 
will be translated to determine if 
water quality standards are met 
in state surface waters. NEW 
RULE II (Implementation of the 
Adaptive Management Program 
for Narrative Nutrient Standards) 
describes the implementation 
of an Adaptive Management 
Program within the Montana 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (MPDES) permitting pro-
gram. Department Circular DEQ-
15 (March 2024 edition) provides 
procedures and requirements 
related to both new rules. This 
action also (a) incorporates 
permit fees related to the new 
Adaptive Management Program; 
(b) amends related nondeg-
radation rules; (c) repeals the 
framework rule ARM 17.30.1388 
which is rendered unnecessary 
and redundant per adoption of 
the new rules; (d) repeals ARM 
17.30.660; and (e) improves 
rule clarity. On June 10, 2024, 
at 10:00 a.m., a public hearing 
will be held in room 111 of the 
Metcalf Building, 1520 East Sixth 
Avenue, Helena, Montana, to 
consider rule adoption, amend-
ment, and repeal as proposed 
in MAR 17-434 in the Montana 
Administrative Register. You may 
also join the hearing virtually 
via Zoom. The notice of public 
hearing on proposed adoption, 
amendment, and repeal, and 
more information, is available 
on the department’s website at 
https://deq.mt.gov/public/wa-
ter-public. The department will 
make reasonable accommoda-
tion for persons with disabilities 
who wish to participate in this 
rulemaking process or need an 
alternative accessible format of 
this notice (see the MAR notice 
on the website for details). Cop-
ies of Department Circular DEQ-
15 may be obtained from the 
Department of Environmental 
Quality, P.O. Box 200901, Hel-
ena, MT 59620-0901, or on the 
department’s website at https://
deq.mt.gov/public/water-public. 
You are invited to submit data, 
views, or arguments on the 
proposed action either orally or 
in writing at the hearing. Writ-
ten data, views, or arguments 
may also be submitted to the 
Department of Environmental 
Quality, 1520 E. Sixth Avenue, 
P.O. Box 200901, Helena, 
Montana 59620-0901; faxed to 
(406) 444-4386; or e-mailed to 
DEQMAR17-434@mt.gov and 
must be received no later than 
5:00 p.m. on June 10, 2024. To 
be guaranteed consideration, 
mailed comments must be post-
marked on or before that date.

May 5, 12, 19, 2024
MNAXLP
__________________________

NO. 30318 

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICA-
TIONS
CSKT Safe Streets and Roads 
for All- Safety Action Plan
Professional Services
CSKT ROADS PROGRAM

The Confederated Salish and 
Kootenai Tribe’s Roads Program 
invites interested Engineering 
Consulting Firms to submit 
proposals to conduct a study 
that gathers and analyzes data, 
engages stakeholders and 
recommends strategies and 
projects to improve safety on 
roads within the Flathead Indian 
Reservation.
Requests for Qualifications may 
be obtained from: Confederated 
Salish and Kootenai Tribes, 
Roads Program, Attn: Scott B. 
Johnston, P.O. Box 278, Pablo, 
MT 59855, Phone 406-676-2600 
or by email at scott.johnston@
cskt.org. Specifications and 
proposal requirements may also 
be viewed and downloaded at 
the following website: https://
www.csktnrd.org/water-manage-
ment/sod

Proposals must be submitted 
via email to Scott B. Johnston at 
scott.johnston@cskt.org, no later 
than 2:00 PM (local time) on 
May 20th, 2024.

May 5, 12, 19, 2024
MNAXLP
__________________________

NO. 30320

Crowe Law Office
Gary A. Crowe Esq.
State Bar #1820
P.O Box 924
Kalispell, MT 59903
Email: elknuts@centurytel.net
Attorney for Personal Represen-
tative

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF 
MONTANA, IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF FLATHEAD

IN THE MATTER OF THE ES-
TATE OF 
Donnafred Mae Berglund, 
Deceased.

PROBATE NO. DP-15-2024-
0000092-IT
Judge Amy Eddy
District Court Judge

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the undersigned has been 
appointed personal represen-
tative of the above-named 
estate. All persons having claims 
against the said deceased are
required to present their claims 
within four (4) months after the 
date of the first publication of 
this notice or said claims will be 
forever barred.

Claims must either be mailed to 
Natalie Jean Berglund, the Per-
sonal Representative, return re-
ceipt requested, c/o Crowe Law 
Firm, P.O. Box 924 Kalispell, MT 
59903 or filed with the Clerk of 
the above-entitled Court. 

DATED this 30th day of April, 
2024

/s/Natalie Jean Berglund
Natalie Jean Berglund
Personal Representative

Submitted by:
/s/Gary A. Crowe Esq.
Crowe Law Office by:
Gary A. Crowe Esq.
Attorney for Personal Represen-
tative

May 5, 12, 19, 2024
MNAXLP
__________________________

NO. 30343

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the 
Kalispell City Council is con-
sidering an amendment to the 
Kalispell Growth Policy – Plan 
It 2035 on approximately 110.5 
acres on the north side of Tron-
stad Road between Highway 
93 North and Whitefish Stage 
Road, opposite of Sirucek Lane, 
in Section 18, Township 29 
North, Range 21 West, P.M.M., 
Flathead County, Montana. 
 
The Kalispell City Planning 
Commission has considered 
the amendment, held a public 
hearing on April 9, 2024, and 
presented Resolution KGPA-24-
01 to the Kalispell City Council 
recommending adoption of 
the amendment. The Kalispell 
City Council, on May 6, 2024, 
passed a Resolution of Intention 
to Adopt, Revise, or Reject a 
Recommended Amendment to 
the Kalispell Growth Policy -- 
Plan It 2035. 

On May 20, 2024, at 7:00 pm in 
the City Hall Council Chambers, 
201 First Avenue East, Kalispell, 
the Kalispell City Council will 
hold a public hearing regarding 
the proposed amendment to the 
Kalispell Growth Policy – Plan It 
2035. The proposed amendment 
can be viewed on the city’s web-
site at www.kalispell.com/679/
Council-Public-Hearings or in 
the office of the City Clerk at 201 
First Avenue East, Kalispell.  

Any person wishing to address 
the proposed amendment may 
appear at this hearing and make 
oral statements or present same 
in writing. Written comments 
may also be submitted for coun-
cil consideration by delivering 
the same to the City Clerk at 201 
First Avenue East, Kalispell, MT 
59901, or by email to publiccom-
ment@kalispell.com prior to the 
hearing. 

For additional information please 
contact the City Clerk at (406) 
758-7756.

Judi Funk
Deputy City Clerk

May 12, 19, 2024
MNAXLP
__________________________

NO. 30344

CITY OF KALISPELL NOTICE 
OF PUBLIC HEARING ON 
STREET MAINTENANCE AS-
SESSMENT INCREASE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that on the 3rd day of June 
2024, at 7:00 p.m., in the 
Council Chambers, City Hall, 
201 1st Avenue East, Kalispell, 
Montana, the City Council of 
the City of Kalispell shall hold a 
Public Hearing on a proposal to 
increase assessments on real 
property within the City of Ka-
lispell for the costs of the Street 
Maintenance District (Special 
Maintenance District No. 1).

Any person wishing to address 
the proposed assessment rate 
increase may appear at this 
hearing and make oral state-
ments or present the same in 
writing. Written comments may 
also be submitted for Council 
consideration by delivering the 
same to the City Clerk at 201 
First Avenue East, Kalispell, MT 
59901 (PO Box 1997, 59903), or 
by email to publiccomment@ka-
lispell.com prior to the hearing. 

Proposed street maintenance 
district assessments include pro-
grammed assessment increases 
over seven years which should 
maintain the level of service 
currently enjoyed by the users of 
the city’s street system through 
the fiscal year 2031, thereafter 
starting in fiscal year 2032 an 
increase will be applied annually 
to match the pervious years 
average construction cost index. 

Tables showing the proposed 
assessment increase, and the 
average residential and com-
mercial assessment payment 
amounts is available for review 
online at www.kalispell.com/679/
Council-Public-Hearings, or in 
the Clerk’s Office at City Hall, 
201 First Avenue East, or calling 
to request. If there are ques-
tions that might be answered 
by telephone, please call (406) 
758-7720.

Judi Funk, Deputy City Clerk

May 12, 19, 2024
MNAXLP
__________________________

NO. 30345

INVITATION TO BID

Online electronic sealed Bids will 
be received by the City of White-
fish until 11:00 AM, local time, 
Thursday, May 30, 2024, for con-
struction of the Grouse Mountain 
Parking Lot. All received Bids 
will be publicly opened and read 
aloud at the City of Whitefish, 
Council Chambers Conference 
Room, 418 East 2nd Street, 
Whitefish, Montana 59937.

The proposed work involves the 
reconstruction of approximately 
12,600 square feet of parking 
lot for the Grouse Mountain City 
Park Rest Area in Whitefish, 
Montana. The proposed work 
generally includes demolition, 
construction of a new parking lot, 
new storm drain system, grad-
ing, and other miscellaneous 
improvements.

For this project, bids will only 
be received and accepted via 
the online electronic bid service 
through QuestCDN. A contractor 
may view the contract docu-
ments at no cost prior to becom-
ing a Planholder. Project bid 
documents and addenda must 
be downloaded from QuestCDN, 
which will add your company to 
the Planholder List and allow 
access to vBid online bidding, for 
the submittal of your bid. Com-
plete digital project bidding docu-
ments are available to download 
at www.questcdn.com, (eBidDoc 
#9076888) for a non-refundable 
charge of $22.00. Bidders will 
be charged an additional fee of 
$42.00 to submit a bid elec-
tronically. Contact QuestCDN 
Customer Support at 952-233-
1632 or info@questcdn.com 
for assistance in membership 
registration, downloading digital 
project information and vBid 
online bid submittal.

The contract documents, 
consisting of half size Drawings 
and Project Specifications, may 
be examined or obtained at the 
office of Robert Peccia and As-
sociates, located at 102 Cooper-
ative Way, Suite 300, Kalispell, 
MT 59901, (406) 752-5025 for a 
non-refundable fee of $100 per 
set. In addition, the Drawings 
and Project Specifications may 
also be examined at all plan 
room centers available through 
MontanaBid.com.

A prebid conference will be held 
at the Whitefish City Hall Council 
Chambers Conference Room, 
418 East 2nd Street in Whitefish, 
Montana, commencing at 11:00 
AM, Wednesday May 22, 2024. 
Those interested in bidding the 
project are encouraged to attend 
this meeting.

Each bidder shall submit a cer-
tified check, bid bond, cashier’s 
check, bank money order or 
bank draft payable to the City 
of Whitefish and drawn and 
issued by a national banking 
association located in the State 
of Montana or by any banking 
corporation incorporated under 
the laws of the State of Montana 
for an amount which shall not 
be less than ten percent (10%) 
of the bid, as a bid security. The 
bid security shall identify the 
same firm as is noted on the bid 
proposal forms.

Within 10 calendar days after the 
Notice of Award, the successful 
Bidder will be required to furnish 
a Performance Bond and a 
Labor and Materials Payment 
Bond guaranteeing faithful per-
formance and the payment of all 
bills and obligations arising from 
the performance of the contract. 
The bonds will each be equal 
to 100 percent of the contract 
amount.

Completion of the work is 
required within 30 calendar days 
following commencement of 
work. Construction shall be sub-
stantially completed by Friday, 
October 25, 2024. The project 
includes liquidated damages 
that will be assessed as set 
forth in the Special Provisions 
per calendar day if the work is 
not complete within the allotted 
contract time.

Each bidder will be required to 
be registered with the State of 
Montana, Department of Labor 
and Industry prior to bidding this 
project.

CONTRACTORS and any of the 
CONTRACTOR’S subcontrac-
tors doing work on this project 
will be required to obtain reg-
istration with the Montana De-
partment of Labor and Industry 
(DLI). Forms for registration are 
available from the Department 
of Labor and Industry, P.O. Box 
8011, 1805 Prospect, Helena, 
MT 59604-8011. Information on 
registration can be obtained by 
calling (406) 444-7734. CON-
TRACTORS are not required 
to have registered with the DLI 
prior to bidding on this project 
but must have registered prior 
to execution of the construction 
agreement. All laborers and 
mechanics employed by CON-
TRACTORS or subcontractors in 
performance of the construction 
work shall be paid wages at 
rates according to the current 
Montana Prevailing Wage Rates. 
The CONTRACTOR must 
ensure that employees and ap-
plicants for employment are not 
discriminated against because of 
their race, color, religion, sex, or 
national origin.

No Bid may be withdrawn within 
a period of 60 days after the 
date for opening bids.

The City of Whitefish reserves 
the right to reject all Bids, to 
waive informalities, and to reject 
nonconforming, irregular, non-re-
sponsive or conditional Bids.

THE CITY OF WHITEFISH
By: /s/ Michelle Howke 
Whitefish City Clerk

May 12, 19, 2024
MNAXLP
__________________________

NO. 30356

Sealed proposals for con-
struction of the Bissell Septic 
Improvements are being made 
by invitation only for General 
Contractors and will be received 
by the Olney Bissell School at 
the Jackola Engineering and 
Architecture office located at 
2250 Highway 93 South, Kalis-
pell 59901 until 12:00 Noon local 
time on May 29th, 2024, and will 
be privately opened and shortly 
thereafter. Bids will be received 
for a single contract.
This project consists of removal 
and replacement of the school’s 
septic system. The proposed 
system will be an Orenco Advan-
Tex treatment system with an 
approximate capacity of 2,000 
gallons per day. The project 
includes but is not limited to new 
gravity piping, primary tankage, 
(2) AX100 AdvanTex filter pods, 
recirculation and dose tanks, 
pumps, controls, and associated 
drainfield.
The Contract Documents 
consisting of the Drawings 
and Project Manual and may 
be examined and obtained by 
calling Jackola Engineering and 
Architecture at 406-755-3208 
or viewed at www.Montanabid.
com. Each general contractor 
bidding the project must contact 
Jackola to be added to the plan 
holders list to be notified of 
addendums. Additional paper 
copies can be acquired for 
$90.00 per set, none of which 
will be refunded. The Drawings 
and Project Manual may also 
be examined at the following 
locations:
Jackola Engineering & Archi-
tecture
2250 Hwy. 93 South
Kalispell, MT 59901
406-755-3208
There will be a pre-bid confer-
ence and tour for this project 
commencing at the Olney Bissell 
School, 5955 Farm to Market 
Road in Whitefish at 1 pm on 
Thursday, May 16th, 2024. Inter-
ested contractors are encour-
aged to attend.
Each bid or proposal must be 
accompanied by a Certified 
Check, Cashier’s Check, or Bid 
Bond payable to Olney Bissell 
School in an amount not less 
than ten percent (10%) of the to-
tal amount of the bid. Successful 
Bidder shall furnish an approved 
Performance Bond and Payment 
Bond, each in the amount of 
one hundred percent (100%) of 
the contract amount. Insurance 
meeting required limits shall be 
provided by the successful Bid-
der as evidenced by a certificate 
of insurance.
No bid may be withdrawn after 
the scheduled time for the open-
ing of bids as set forth above.
The right is reserved to reject 
any or all proposals received, to 
waive informalities, to postpone 
the award of the contract for a 
period not to exceed forty-five 
(45) days, and to accept the 
lowest responsive and responsi-
ble bid which is the best interest 
of the Owner.

May 12, 19, 26, 2024
MNAXLP
__________________________

NO. 30376

NATIONAL FOREST TIMBER 
FOR SALE FLATHEAD NA-
TIONAL FOREST

The Farm To Mill DxP Sale is lo-
cated within Portions of sections 
8-16, 21-23, 26-28, 33,34, T30N, 
R23W; Flathead County, State 
of Montana, PMM. The Forest 
Service will receive Sealed and 
Oral bids at SO, Kalispell, MT 
before or at the time of public bid 
opening at 2:00 PM local time 
on 06/18/2024 followed by oral 
bidding for an estimated volume 
of 14131 ton of Douglas-fir and 
Other sawtimber, and 3556 ton 
of Lodgepole Pine sawtimber 
marked or otherwise designated 
for cutting. In addition, there is 
within the sale area an estimated 
volume of 7671 ton of Combined 
Softwood non-saw that the 
bidder agrees to remove at a 
fixed rate. Sale contains spec-
ified roads with an estimated 
public works construction cost of 
$254,500.82. Bidders qualifying 
as small business concerns 
under the Small Business Act 
may, when submitting a bid, 
elect for the Forest Service to 
build permanent roads. Addi-
tional information concerning 
this option is in the prospectus. 
The Forest Service reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids. 
Interested parties may obtain 
a prospectus from the office 
listed below. A prospectus, bid 
form, and complete information 
concerning the timber, the con-
ditions of sale, and submission 
of bids is available to the public 
from the Flathead National For-
est Supervisor’s Office, 650 Wolf 
Pack Way Kalispell, MT. 
USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer, and lender.

May 19, 2024
MNAXLP
__________________________

NO. 30377

Montana 11th Judicial District 
Court Flathead County

In re the Marriage of:
Ashley Walters,
Petitioner
and
Scott Walters,
Respondent.

Case No: DR-24-99

DANNI COFFMAN

Summons for Publication

NOTICE TO: Respondent Scott 
Walters.

You are named in a petition to 
dissolve your marriage. Unless 
you respond in 21 days, the 
court may decide against you 
without you being heard and 
give Petitioner everything asked 
for in the petition. You must 
submit your written response 
within 21 calendar days. The 21 
day period starts the day after 
the last date of publication of this 
notice. If the final day falls on a 
weekend or court holiday, you 
may file your response on the 
next business day.

You must file your written re-
sponse with the Clerk of District 
Court at: 920 South Main and 
serve a copy of your answer on 
the Petitioner.

Date this 15th day of April, 2024.

(Seal)

PEG L. ALLISON
Clerk of Court

/s/Meagan Ngo
Deputy Clerk

May 19, 26 and June 2, 2024
MNAXLP
__________________________

NO. 30378

NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that pursuant to the require-
ments of § 2-2-302, MCA, the 
Board of Trustees of Deer Park 
School District No. 2 intend to 
take action on the following 
matter at a Board meeting to 
be held on the 4th day of June 
2024, at 8:15a.m. in the Deer 
Park School office:

The possible employment of a 
Tana Anderson who is related to 
Gary Anderson by affinity (mar-
riage) within the second degree 
for the position of Food Service 
Director/Office Aide, and; 

The possible employment of a 
Samantha Marcus who is related 
to Gary Anderson by consan-
guinity (blood relation) within the 
first degree for the position of 
Paraeducator, and;

The possible employment of a 
Kelly Lundie who is related to 
Patrick Lundie by affinity (mar-
riage) within the second degree 
for the position of Volleyball 
Coach.

If you have any questions, com-
ments or objections prior to said 
Board Meeting, please direct all 
such inquiries to:

Sheri Modderman, Superinten-
dent
Deer Park School District #2
Phone Number: 892-5388
Fax Number: 892-3504

May 19, 2024
MNAXLP
__________________________

NO. 30380

Public Notice

On Wednesday July 10th, 2024. 
Treweek Mini Storage will be 
having an auction at 3220 US 
Hwy 93 South, Kalispell, MT. 
Starting at 5:30 pm. In pursuant 
of Montana Code Annotated 
70-6-411, 70-6-601, and 70-6-
420. Proceeds to satisfy lien. 
Unit goes to the highest bidder 
for cash. Auction is subject to 
redemption by tenants on or 
before July 1st, 2024. Units are 
as follows:
Donald Kaufmann-306
Michelle Rice-212
Don Leuty-278
John Nord-170
Thomas Harding-260
Donald Kaufmann-305
Tabbetha Clouse-168
Stephan Thompson-6701
Kimberly Purser-7501
Ann Mccortison-148
Joseph Mihalko-92
Garrett Myers-234

May 19 and June 30, 2024
MNAXLP
__________________________

NO. 30381

Montana Department of Com-
merce

Joint Public Hearing: Monday, 
June 3, 2024

The Montana Departments of 
Commerce and Public Health 
and Human Services announce 
the Needs and Strategies Public 
Hearing for the 2025-2029 Con-
solidated Plan for Housing and
Community Development (Con-
solidated Plan) and Fair Housing 
Equity Plan (Equity Plan).

The 2025-2029 Consolidated 
Plan and Equity Plan – which 
summarize the actions, activi-
ties,and resources available for 
the State of Montana’s Commu-
nity Development Block Grant
(CDBG), HOME Investment 
Partnerships Program (HOME), 
Housing Trust Fund (HTF), and
Emergency Solutions Grant 
(ESG) programs for each 
respective period – are being 
drafted. To inform the develop-
ment of these plans, the public 
is encouraged to share their 
community and housing devel-
opment needs, suggested strate-
gies and actions for affirmatively 
furthering fair housing, and 
general comments regarding 
program performance and use 
of funds.

Input for the development of the 
plans will be received through 
June 20, 2024, for the Consoli-
dated Plan, and from now until 
June 25, 2024, for the associat-
ed Equity Plan. These docu-
ments, once developed, will be 
available for further public com-
ment during comment periods to 
be announced. The 2025-2029 
Consolidated Plan and Equity 
Plan will cover the period from 
April 1, 2025, to March 31, 2029.

For more information and to pro-
vide oral comments, the public is 

invited to attend a virtual public 
hearing at 9:30 am MST on 
Monday, June 3, 2024.

The public hearing will be held 
on Zoom, and presentation ma-
terials will be available on
Commerce’s website at 
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidat-
ed-Plan/Updates prior to the 
public hearing. The State will 
consider any comments or views 
provided in writing during the 
specified comment periods or 
orally during the public hearing. 
To participate in the public hear-
ing, please follow the information 
on Commerce’s website at com-
merce.mt.gov/ConsolidatedPlan/
Updates.

All comments pertaining to the 
Consolidated Plan must be sub-
mitted to the address or email 
below no later than 5:00 pm 
MST on June 20, 2024. All
comments pertaining to the 
Equity Plan must be submitted 
to the address or email below no 
later than 5:00 pm MST on June 
25, 2024.

Montana Department of Com-
merce
Community MT Division
Attention: Con Plan
301 S. Park Avenue
P.O. Box 200523
Helena, MT 59620-0523
DOCConPlan@mt.gov

Commerce will make reasonable 
accommodations for persons 
with disabilities or persons with
limited English proficiency who 
wish to participate in this pro-
cess and need an alternative
accessible format of presen-
tation materials or translation 
services. If you require accom-
modation, please contact Com-
merce at DOCConPlan@mt.gov 
no later than 5:00 pm on
May 29, 2024.

El Departamento de Comercio 
hará adaptaciones razonables 
para las personas con discapaci-
dades o personas con domino 
limitado del inglés que deseen 
participar en este proceso y 
necesiten un formato acces-
sible alternativo de materiales 
de presentación o servicios 
de traducción. Si necesita una 
adaptación, communíques con 
El Departamento de Comercio 
en DOCConPlan@mt.gov antes 
de las 5:00 pm del 29 de mayo 
de 2024.

Have questions? Email DOCCo-
nPlan@mt.gov

May, 19, 2024
MNAXLP
__________________________

NO. 30382

Canvas of Votes and Declara-
tion of Results

CANVASS OF VOTES CAST 
AT THE BIFORK SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 38 ELECTION, 
FLATHEAD & LAKE COUNTIES, 
ON THE 7th DAY OF MAY, 2024

OFFICE   
NAME OF CANDIDATE  
NUMBER OF VOTES

Bigfork High School Trustee  
Dan W. Elwell   
239

Bigfork High School Trustee  
Carrie Garber   
69

We hereby certify that this con-
stitutes a full, true and complete 
canvass of the number of votes 
cast, and declaration of results 
of Bigfork School District, No. 
38, Flathead and Lake Counties 
for the offices and propositions 
enumerated and we hereby 
declare elected the individuals 
listed receiving the highest num-
ber of votes.  

Attest my hand this 15th day of 
May, 2024.

Board of Trustees:
Paul Sandry
Zack Anderson
Deb Johnson
Ben Woods
Carol Field
Julie Kreiman
Dan Elwell

Lacey Porrovecchio, Election 
Administrator

May 19, 2024
MNAXLP
__________________________

NO. 30384

Montana 11th Judicial District 
Court Flathead County

In the Matter of the Name 
Change of
Alyvia Rose Bisbee:
Alyvia Rose Bisbee,
Petitioner

Cause No.: DV-24-552

Notice of Hearing on Name 
Change

Robert B Allison

This is notice that Petitioner 
has asked the District Court for 
a change of name from Alyvia 
Rose Bisbee to Liv Rose. The 
hearing will beheld at the Justice 
Center in Flathead County, 920 
South Main, Kalispell Montana 
on 06/12/2024 at 8:30 a.m.

Date: April 17, 2024

PEG L. ALLISON
Clerk of District Court

BY: /s/ Michelle Davis
Deputy Clerk of Court
Michelle Davis

May 19, 26 and June 2, 9, 2024
MNAXLP
__________________________

Public Notices
You have the right to know what’s going on in your community. Read notices below and online at dailyinterlake.com and montanapublicnotices.com.
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Find your local number: hƩps://mt-gov.zoom.us/u/kdCSJ1z1Jv 
 
Join by SIP 
81069498203@zoomcrc.com 
 
Join by H.323 (Polycom) 
162.255.37.11##81069498203 
 
---------- 
 
JANELLE EGLI 
Housing Development Program Specialist  
 

MONTANA HOUSING 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE  
T: 406.841.2926 | M: 614.955.1446 
COMMERCE.MT.GOV | HOUSING.MT.GOV 
 

From: Egli, Janelle  
Sent: Monday, June 3, 2024 5:22 PM 
To: Flynn, Julie <Julie.Flynn@mt.gov>; Megan Brace <megan.brace@candpadvisors.com>; Goldich, Rosie 
<Rose.Goldich@mt.gov> 
Cc: Singer, Rachel <Rachel.Singer2@mt.gov> 
Subject: Consolidated Plan and Fair Housing Equity Plan Needs and Strategies Public Hearing 
 
Hello,  
 
If you attempted to login for the Consolidated Plan / Equity Plan public hearing scheduled for this morning at 9:30 
am, you know that we were unable to conduct our meeting as planned. Unfortunately, we encountered some 
Zoom-related technical issues and were unable to access the platform until late today.  
 
Please know that we are working to reschedule this public meeting and that we will share information with you 
directly once it is available.  
 
Thank you for engaging in this process and for your patience as we pivot,  
 
JANELLE EGLI 
Housing Development Program Specialist  
 

MONTANA HOUSING 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE  
T: 406.841.2926 | M: 614.955.1446 
COMMERCE.MT.GOV | HOUSING.MT.GOV 
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This email was sent to janelle.egli@mt.gov using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: Montana Department of Commerce 
· P.O. Box 200501 · Helena, MT 59620-0501 

 



Montana’s Consolidated Plan 
for Housing and Community Development 

and Associated Affirmatively Furthering 
Fair Housing Equity Plan

Public Hearing
June 20, 2024

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
The Department of Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities or persons 

with limited English proficiency who wish to participate in this process and need an alternative accessible format 
of the presentation materials or translation services. 

El Departamento de Comercio hará adaptaciones razonables para las personas con discapacidades o personas 
con domino limitado del inglés que deseen participar en este proceso y necesiten un formato accessible 

alternativo de materiales de presentación o servicios de traducción.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Statewide Planning

The State of Montana, through the 
Departments of Commerce and Public 
Health and Human Services, is developing a 
5-year plan to guide policy and investment 
for housing, economic, and other community 
development projects.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Statewide Planning

This 5-year plan, also known as the 
“Consolidated Plan for Housing and 
Community Development,” is required by 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) to assess Montana’s 
needs and current conditions, as well as to 
determine priorities and allocate HUD 
funding.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Statewide Planning

In conjunction with the Consolidated Plan, 
Montana is developing an Equity Plan to 
affirmatively furthering fair housing. Deep 
dive into the Equity Plan to come…







2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Objectives

• The objectives of Montana’s Consolidated 
Plan include: 
– Provide decent housing
– Provide a suitable living environment
– Expand economic opportunities



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Goals

• The goals of Montana’s current Consolidated 
Plan are:
– Goal 1 – Preserve and Construct 

Affordable Housing
– Goal 2 – Plan for Communities
– Goal 3 – Improve and Sustain Public 

Infrastructure
– Goal 4 – Revitalize Local Economies
– Goal 5 – Reduce Homelessness



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan 
Programs

• Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
– Housing (Rental Development / Single Family Rehabilitation), 

Public and Community Facilities, Economic Development, 
Planning

• HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME)
– Rental Development / Single Family Development / Rental, 

Rehabilitation, Homebuyer Assistance
• Housing Trust Fund (HTF)

– Rental Development / Rental Rehabilitation
• Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG)

– Street Outreach / Emergency Shelter / Homelessness 
Prevention / Rapid Re-housing



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Planning Process

• Analyze quantitative and qualitative data 
regarding need

• Engage the public, agencies, and 
stakeholders to get input about need

• Identify priority needs
• Develop a strategy in response to 

identified needs
• Direct funding to strategies



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Documents

• Equity Plan for Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing
– Under a HUD Proposed Rule, Montana will develop an Equity 

Plan every five years that will serve the purpose of assessing fair 
housing issues and their underlying causes, as well as setting 
fair housing goals and outlining strategies for achieving equity in 
housing, increasing access to community assets, and 
broadening economic opportunities

– The mandate to affirmatively further fair housing requires 
proactive and meaningful action to overcome patterns of 
segregation, promote fair housing choice, eliminate disparities in 
opportunities, and foster inclusive communities free from 
discrimination



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Documents (cont’d)

• Five-Year Consolidated Plan for Housing and 
Community Development (Con Plan)
– Consolidated Plans are strategic plans prepared every five years 

that guide housing and community investments

• Annual Action Plan (AAP)
– AAPs are prepared each year of the Consolidated Plan and 

outline specific activities, goals, and objectives for the given 
program year

• Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation 
Report (CAPER)
– CAPERs are annual reports that detail use of funds and 

progress towards meeting goals and objectives for AAPs



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development 

Under HUD’s Proposed Rule, the State will 
oversee a more streamlined analysis of fair 
housing compared to what was required under the 
2015 Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Rule. 
Furthermore, the State will oversee a more robust 
community engagement effort to identify fair 
housing needs and opportunities.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)

• At least three public hearings will be held before the Equity Plan is 
submitted to HUD. 
– Two hearings before the publication of the Equity Plan to provide the public 

opportunity to identify fair housing needs and inform fair housing strategies.
• First hearing was April 3, 2024, and the second hearing is today, June 20, 2024

– One hearing after the publication of the Equity Plan to provide the public 
opportunity to comment on the published plan document.

• Initial input will be accepted through June 25, 2024. Feedback 
regarding the to-be-published Equity Plan will be accepted during a 
comment period to be announced.

• As part of its outreach efforts, the State gathered data to inform Equity 
Plan development via the Montana Fair Housing Survey.
– Opened May 1, 2024; closed May 31, 2024.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)

• Fair Housing Analysis
– Demographics 
– Segregation and integration 
– Racially or ethnically concentrated areas of poverty (R/ECAPS) 
– Access to community assets 
– Access to affordable housing opportunities 
– Access to homeownership and economic opportunity 
– Local and state policies and practices impacting fair housing 

• Fair Housing Issues
– Identify issues with data and local knowledge
– Prioritize issues based on data collected and public input

• Fair Housing Strategies and Goals
– Commit to taking responsive actions to address fair housing issues



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)

Preliminary Data - Demographics

1990 Trend 2000 Trend 2010 Trend 2020

Race/Ethnicity # % # % # % # %
White 556,529 91.4% 618,450 89.2% 666,393 87.8% 657,407 83.3%
Black 1,103 0.2% 2,275 0.3% 4,179 0.6% 2,648 0.3%
Hispanic 7,969 1.3% 11,912 1.7% 19,169 2.5% 28,565 3.6%

Asian or Pacific 
Islander 2,432 0.4% 4,558 0.7% 7,104 0.9% 5,371 0.7%
Native American 40,296 6.6% 54,443 7.9% 61,823 8.1% 53,132 6.7%
Data Source: AFFH, Census, ACS Non-Entitlement Areas of Montana





2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)

Preliminary Data – R/ECAPs

Racially/Ethnically Concentrated Areas of Poverty













2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)

Preliminary Findings
– Demographics 

• Growing diversity

– Segregation and integration 
• Low to moderate levels of segregation based on HUD measures

– Racially or ethnically concentrated areas of poverty (R/ECAPS)
• Four county R/ECAPs 

– Access to community assets 
• Native American households experience lower levels of access to opportunities overall

– Access to affordable housing opportunities and economic opportunities
•  Native American applicants experience higher mortgage denial rates
• Female-headed, “other” living situations and households with disabilities experience 

poverty at higher rates



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Adoption and Evaluation 

• Once developed (tentatively in September 2024), the Equity Plan 
will be submitted to HUD. Upon receipt, HUD will publish the 
plan and make it available for a 60-day public review period.

• After HUD accepts Montana’s Equity Plan, it will be published on 
Commerce’s website, and its fair housing goals and strategies 
will be incorporated into the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan 
and associated Annual Action Plans.

• Progress evaluations for the Equity Plan will be required 
annually after the Equity Plan is adopted.
– Before submitting its Annual Progress Evaluations for the Equity 

Plan to HUD, the State will make available to interested parties 
the proposed evaluation for a comment period of no less than 15 
calendar days.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Document Review, Engagement

• Once drafted, Equity Plan and Consolidated Plan 
documents will be available: 
– On Commerce’s website at commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-

Plan/Documents
– Several repositories throughout the state (see website for list)
– By request

• All interested parties are encouraged to review 
published documents and to participate in the 
State’s public meetings. For information about 
upcoming meetings and comment periods, visit 
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates 
and/or subscribe to Commerce’s Consolidated Plan 
email listserv.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Commerce Contact Information

Montana Department of Commerce
301 S Park Ave Helena, MT 59601
PO Box 200523 Helena, MT 59620-0523
      
Division Administrators: Galen Steffens, Cheryl Cohen
CDBG Coordinator:  Rosie Goldich
Program Specialist:  Janelle Egli
Phone:   406.841.2770
TDD:    406.841.2702
Fax:    406.841.2771
Email:          DOCConPlan@mt.gov 
Website: commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan   



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan 
DPHHS Contact Information

DPHHS
1400 Carter Drive Helena, MT 59601
PO Box 202956 Helena, MT 59620-2956
      
Administrator:   Jessie Counts
Bureau Chief:   Sara Loewen
Phone:    406.447.4265
Fax:     406.447.4287
Website:    www.dphhs.mt.gov  



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Comments

If you would like to provide a written comment or qualitative data 
(anecdotes) pertaining to the 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan 
and/or its associated Equity Plan for affirmatively furthering fair 
housing, our physical address and email address are below. 

Montana Department of Commerce
Community MT
Attn: Con Plan

PO Box 200523
Helena, MT 59620-0523
DOCConPlan@mt.gov  

Note that written comments for Montana’s Equity Plan will be accepted 
until 5:00 p.m. June 25, 2024, while written comments for Montana’s 

Consolidated Plan will be accepted on an ongoing basis until the plan is 
developed in the fall of 2024.
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 1             MS. EGLI:  I'll just quickly introduce
  

 2    myself.  My name is Janelle Egli and I'm with the
  

 3    Montana Department of Commerce.  I'd like to welcome
  

 4    you to today's hearing.  And for those of you who
  

 5    tried to join us the first time we attempted to have
  

 6    this hearing, apologies again, but we had some Zoom
  

 7    issues, but I'm glad that we're able to hold it now
  

 8    and glad that you're joining us, so welcome.
  

 9             Today we're going to be talking about
  

10    Montana's Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community
  

11    Development and the Associated Affirmatively
  

12    Furthering Fair Housing Equity Plan.  Today's hearing
  

13    will consist of a presentation by Megan Brace.  And
  

14    she is our consultant with CNPA, who is assisting the
  

15    State with consolidated planning efforts.
  

16             At the end of our hearing, we will provide
  

17    an opportunity for everybody to provide comments.  So
  

18    as we're going through our presentation, please feel
  

19    free to jot down some notes, jot down some questions
  

20    that you have and we can open up the floor at the
  

21    end of the presentation for those comments and
  

22    questions.
  

23             All comments and questions will be given a
  

24    formal response through our document and you will see
  

25    that once we publish our documents and get those for
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 1    review to the public in a period to be announced.  So
  

 2    I'll go ahead and turn the mic over to Megan and
  

 3    she'll get us started.  Thank you.
  

 4             MS. BRACE:  Thank you, Janelle.  Next slide,
  

 5    please.
  

 6             As Janelle mentioned, my name is Megan
  

 7    Brace, I am the Senior Policy Advisor with Community
  

 8    and Policy Advisors.  I'm working with the Department
  

 9    of Commerce and the Department of Public Health and
  

10    Human Services.
  

11             THE COURT REPORTER:  Can you get a little
  

12    bit clearer?
  

13             (Discussion held off the record.)
  

14             MS. BRACE:  I'm sorry.  Thank you.  Is this
  

15    a little bit better?  Closer to the mic.  Perfect.
  

16    I'm working with them on their Consolidated Plan and
  

17    their Equity Plan.  And we're going to talk about
  

18    what those are and the process of what those mean for
  

19    the State and for communities across the State.
  

20             So part of this is statewide planning, so
  

21    the Department of Commerce and Public Health and
  

22    Human Services is developing this 5-year plan to help
  

23    guide policy and investment for housing, economic and
  

24    other community development projects.  Next slide,
  

25    please.
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 1             This is called the Consolidated Plan for
  

 2    Housing and Community Development.  This is required
  

 3    every five years by the Department of Housing Urban
  

 4    Development or HUD.  What this does is, it assesses
  

 5    Montana's housing needs.  It also assesses Montana's
  

 6    community development needs.
  

 7             What we're really looking at is what's
  

 8    happening in Montana.  What's happening with the
  

 9    demographics.  What's changing.  What kind of housing
  

10    needs are we seeing.  What needs are we seeing in our
  

11    communities, and how can we address those needs with
  

12    the funds that we're receiving from HUD.
  

13             So we'll talk about what those funds are and
  

14    what we can spend that money on and how we can use
  

15    these funds to address those goals over the next five
  

16    years.  Next slide, please.
  

17             As part of this process, we are also
  

18    developing an Equity Plan.  And what an Equity Plan
  

19    is, is it gives us the opportunity to look at housing
  

20    wholistically and to see if there's any way that
  

21    housing is being -- there's barriers to accessing
  

22    housing in the State.  Are there any groups that have
  

23    less access to housing, are there ways that we can
  

24    mitigate that.  So we're going to talk about that in
  

25    a little bit more detail throughout this



Transcript of Proceedings via Zoom

6

  
 1    presentation.  Next slide, please.
  

 2             Throughout this process, we have a very
  

 3    robust public participation.  This meeting today is
  

 4    just one of many opportunities to participate in this
  

 5    process.  We have regional meetings coming up.  The
  

 6    next one is in Libby on July 24th.  After that, we
  

 7    have another regional building in Glasgow on August
  

 8    1st.  All of these dates are subject to change, but
  

 9    you can see the website for current information.
  

10    That's available at
  

11    commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Upates.  Next
  

12    slide, please.
  

13             Additionally, we have public input
  

14    opportunities that include focus groups.  These are
  

15    targeted towards different topics such as
  

16    homelessness, affordable housing, infrastructure, and
  

17    really gives opportunity for stakeholders and
  

18    service providers to provide their input on what they
  

19    are seeing in their communities and how we can
  

20    address the need in the State.
  

21             We also have the public hearings, like the
  

22    one we're having today, as well as additional public
  

23    hearings throughout the process.  We had two
  

24    surveys that went out, the housing and community
  

25    need survey.  This was out in April and into May.
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 1    And we also had a Fair Housing Survey that went out
  

 2    as well.
  

 3             At the culmination of this process, we will
  

 4    have documents that will go out for formal review and
  

 5    we'll allow for public comment and these will also be
  

 6    available on Commerce website, which we'll talk about
  

 7    that public review process as well.  Our next slide,
  

 8    please.
  

 9             The Consolidated Plan has a number of
  

10    objectives that are aligned with the federal
  

11    objectives, excuse me.  These are to provide decent
  

12    housing, provide suitable living environments, and to
  

13    expand economic opportunities.  Next slide, please.
  

14             The current Consolidated Plan, which is
  

15    ending this program year, ending in 2025, the next
  

16    Consolidated Plan will begin in 2025, has five
  

17    goals.  These goals are the goals that we are
  

18    evaluating.  Are these goals that we will continue to
  

19    use in the next Consolidated Plan, are these going to
  

20    change, are these things that we're going to continue
  

21    or not.
  

22             So what we have right now is the first goal
  

23    is to preserve and construct affordable housing.  The
  

24    second goal is to plan for communities.  The third
  

25    goal is to improve and sustain public infrastructure.
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 1    The fourth goal is to revitalize local economies and
  

 2    the fifth goal is to reduce homelessness.  Next
  

 3    slide, please.
  

 4             Now, these programs that we're talking about
  

 5    come primarily from four funds that are coming from
  

 6    HUD from the federal government.  When we're talking
  

 7    about our Community Development Block Grant or CDBG,
  

 8    this funding is our widest funding source, it has the
  

 9    most funding options.
  

10             It can go to things like housing, which
  

11    includes rental development, single family
  

12    rehabilitation, but it can also go to public and
  

13    community facilities.  It can go to economic
  

14    development, or public services, excuse me, it can go
  

15    to planning.  So this really has wide reaching and
  

16    more flexibility than other funding sources.
  

17             We also have the Home Investment
  

18    Partnerships Program or the HOME fund.  This is
  

19    primarily going to housing.  It can go to rental
  

20    development, single family development, rental rehab,
  

21    home buyer assistance and the like.  We also have
  

22    the Housing Trust Fund.  This is very similar to
  

23    the HOME fund except it is targeted only to extremely
  

24    low income households.
  

25             And then we have the Emergency Solutions
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 1    Grant, or ESG.  This is targeted to households that
  

 2    are experiencing or at risk of homelessness.  This
  

 3    can go to things like street outreach, emergency
  

 4    shelters, homelessness prevention and rapid
  

 5    re-housing.
  

 6             So when we're talking about these funds and
  

 7    these goals, these are what we're talking about.
  

 8    These are the types of activities that we can fund
  

 9    and these are the types of activities that these
  

10    goals are targeted towards.  Next slide, please.
  

11             So throughout this consolidated planning
  

12    process what we're doing is we're starting with
  

13    analyzing data.  There's a lot of information.  We're
  

14    looking at trends in the State.  Again, we're looking
  

15    at demographics.  We're looking at housing.  We're
  

16    looking at economics.
  

17             How are these changing.  How has it changed
  

18    in the last five years.  How is that need changing in
  

19    each community in the State.  How does that change
  

20    the need that we're seeing.  And then we're also, you
  

21    know, on the other hand engaging the public, engaging
  

22    their various agencies and stakeholders to get their
  

23    input about the need that they are seeing in their
  

24    communities.
  

25             So we're taking both of those facets and
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 1    bringing them together to identify priority needs
  

 2    that we're seeing across the state and those needs
  

 3    and how they will be addressed, once we have
  

 4    identified those needs for developing strategies in
  

 5    response to those needs.
  

 6             And then the final step is to direct the
  

 7    funding that we just talked about and strategies to
  

 8    those needs over the next five years.  Next slide,
  

 9    please.
  

10             So on the other hand we have the
  

11    Consolidated Plan.  We also have, as I mentioned
  

12    briefly, this Equity Plan.  There's a lot of words on
  

13    this page.  I'm going to just briefly talk about what
  

14    this Equity Plan is.
  

15             This Equity Plan will come out every five
  

16    years and it serves to assess housing issues and how
  

17    households can access housing if there's issues in
  

18    accessing housing across the state.  Once we
  

19    identify those issues, there will be fair housing
  

20    goals and strategies, excuse me, to increase access
  

21    to housing as well as community assets to help
  

22    broaden access to housing as well as economic
  

23    opportunities.
  

24             This helps meet the mandate to affirmatively
  

25    further fair housing, to proactively and
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 1    meaningfully, excuse me, overcome patterns of
  

 2    segregation to help promote fair housing choice and
  

 3    eliminate disparities in access to housing.  Next
  

 4    slide, please.
  

 5             So what we're going to come out with at the
  

 6    end of process is a number of documents.  We're going
  

 7    to come out with that five-year Consolidated Plan for
  

 8    Housing and Community Development and that again will
  

 9    be that plan that helps be that guide for planning
  

10    over the next five years with those strategies and
  

11    goals for how we're going to spend funds over the
  

12    course of five years.
  

13             Each year after that we'll have an Annual
  

14    Action Plan.  This outlines how those funds will be
  

15    spent each year on individual projects to help
  

16    address those five-year goals on an annual basis.
  

17             At the end of each program year we have the
  

18    Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation
  

19    Report, the CAPER.  This lets us look back at each
  

20    year to see how we're making progress towards each
  

21    goal.  Next slide, please.
  

22             We're also developing that Equity Plan as we
  

23    have been discussing.  So the next few slides we're
  

24    going to talk about what that means.  We're going to
  

25    look at some of the data that we're collecting and
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 1    kind of understand what that means in terms of equity
  

 2    in terms of how we can measure that.  So under the
  

 3    proposed rule we are looking at how housing can be
  

 4    accessed by different groups of people.  So next
  

 5    slide, please.
  

 6             So through this process, there is another
  

 7    public input process as well.  There's going to be at
  

 8    least three public hearings for the Equity Plan, two
  

 9    of these public hearings need to be held before the
  

10    release of the plan.  The first one was held on April
  

11    3rd, the second one is being held today.  After the
  

12    release of the plan for public review, there will be
  

13    that third public meeting, and that will be at a
  

14    later date.
  

15             The initial input is being accepted
  

16    through June 25th, and that is during this period
  

17    right now.  As part of its outreach effort, the State
  

18    gathered data in the form of the Fair Housing Survey
  

19    that I mentioned earlier and that was open from May
  

20    1st through the 31st of this year.  Next slide.
  

21             Throughout this process the Fair Housing
  

22    Analysis includes a number of steps to analyze
  

23    access to housing, access to opportunities.  We're
  

24    looking at demographics, segregation, integration,
  

25    racially or ethnically concentrated areas of
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 1    poverty.  I'll describe what that means in a minute.
  

 2    Access to community assets.  Access to affordable
  

 3    housing opportunities.  Access to home ownership and
  

 4    economic opportunity.  Local and state policies and
  

 5    practices impacting fair housing.
  

 6             So all of these things we're looking at
  

 7    different data sets, and different public input
  

 8    opportunities to describe how these impact fair
  

 9    housing and access to housing across the State.  Once
  

10    we looked at these and analyzed these, we identify
  

11    fair housing issues.
  

12             Then once we have identified these issues,
  

13    they are prioritized based on data collected as well
  

14    as public input and then these issues are paired
  

15    with strategies and goals in which the State can
  

16    commit to taking responsive actions to address those
  

17    fair housing issues.  Next slide, please.
  

18             Let me take a few minutes to talk about some
  

19    of the data that we have collected.  This is just a
  

20    snippet of some of the information.  I'm just going
  

21    to outline some of it.  I encourage you, once the
  

22    document is out for public review, to take the time
  

23    to look at it and really see what's there because
  

24    there's a lot of information and this just really
  

25    gives you a preview.
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 1             So this is just giving you some percentages
  

 2    of the racial and ethic makeup of Montana going back
  

 3    to 1990.  What we're really seeing is a shift in the
  

 4    racial and ethic makeup of the State.  The White
  

 5    population is declining.  We're seeing an uptick in
  

 6    the Hispanic population, so we are seeing a little
  

 7    bit increase in the racial and ethnic diversity
  

 8    within the State.
  

 9             I also just want to mention we don't have,
  

10    you know, the data here.  We're also seeing an aging
  

11    population, so the demographics of the State are
  

12    changing.  What does that mean for housing.  What
  

13    does that mean for the future of housing in Montana.
  

14    Next slide, please.
  

15             So as part of this as well, HUD has designed
  

16    what is called the Affirmatively Furthering Fair
  

17    Housing or AFFH data tool.  And within this tool
  

18    there are a lot of different measures.  One of these
  

19    measures is the Dissimilarity Index.  And this really
  

20    is just a calculation of how we can look at
  

21    segregation geographically.  So White versus
  

22    non-White population, the level of segregation in a
  

23    geographic area.
  

24             So if we can look at the current graph on
  

25    the far right, the first bar, the darkest bar is the
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 1    non-White versus White population.  We're looking at
  

 2    almost 55 would be high segregation or the Black
  

 3    and White is, you know, 44 which is moderate
  

 4    segregation.
  

 5             So, you know, we're seeing moderate to high
  

 6    segregation in those areas in Montana, low
  

 7    segregation for Hispanic and White populations based
  

 8    on these calculations.  So a very, you know, a range
  

 9    based on what we're looking at on racial or ethnic
  

10    makeups by these calculations.
  

11             It is has gone down over time and, again,
  

12    this is based on these HUD calculations.  And a lot
  

13    of what we're seeing here with this, the non-White
  

14    versus White is based on Native American versus White
  

15    populations and primarily based geographically
  

16    around Native American reservations.  Next slide,
  

17    please.
  

18             Another part of this plan that we're looking
  

19    at is what I mentioned before is those racially or
  

20    ethnically concentrated areas of poverty.  The
  

21    definition of what that is, is at least 40 percent of
  

22    the population must be living in poverty and at least
  

23    50 percent of the population must be a racial or
  

24    ethic minority.
  

25             So there's four counties in the State that
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 1    meet that definition.  All of these four counties
  

 2    also contain at least one Native American
  

 3    reservation, but, again, at least 40 percent of
  

 4    the population also would have to be living in
  

 5    poverty.
  

 6             So that is, you know, something to
  

 7    consider.  Comparing this to 2010, there were only
  

 8    two counties that qualified, so we are seeing an
  

 9    increase in the areas that qualify as a recap in the
  

10    State.  Next slide, please.
  

11             MS. EGLI:  Megan, can you confirm that I did
  

12    not skip over a slide?
  

13             MS. BRACE:  Let me look at my papers really
  

14    fast.  You did not.  We're good.
  

15             Another part of this Equity Plan is looking
  

16    at access to opportunity.  So opportunities are
  

17    defined as, you know, things that are in your
  

18    communities, schools, jobs, transportation,
  

19    environmental health, air quality, things like
  

20    that.  And we look at that in this measure by race
  

21    ethnicity.
  

22             These numbers are based on index levels that
  

23    are prescribed by HUD and they are based on national
  

24    levels.  So, you know, we see that environmental
  

25    health and the numbers for Montana are very high
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 1    because the environmental health, which is primarily
  

 2    based on air quality is high in Montana based on
  

 3    national data.
  

 4             We see transit trips is relative low for the
  

 5    State because public transit based on national data
  

 6    is relatively low.  What we're looking at really is,
  

 7    we're comparing within the State between different
  

 8    racial groups.
  

 9             So, you know, for school proficiency, the
  

10    White, you know, that blue bar versus the Native
  

11    American, that brown bar, we're seeing discrepancies
  

12    between these racial and ethic groups or access to
  

13    these opportunities within communities.
  

14             So what does that mean for households within
  

15    Montana.  What does that mean for the larger
  

16    communities when we're seeing these discrepancies
  

17    between different racial and ethic groups.  Next
  

18    slide, please.
  

19             We're also looking at, you know, housing
  

20    costs and other housing problems as they are defined
  

21    by HUD.  So HUD defines a housing problem as one of
  

22    four things.  The first is if you are overcrowded.
  

23    The second is if you are missing a complete kitchen.
  

24    The third is if you are missing complete plumbing
  

25    facilities.  And the fourth is if you are cost
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 1    burdened.
  

 2             This is the most common.  It accounts for
  

 3    the vast majority of housing problems and you are
  

 4    considered to be cost burdened if you spend more than
  

 5    30 percent of your household income on housing.  So
  

 6    the darker the green is the bigger percentage of
  

 7    households that are considered to have housing
  

 8    problems.
  

 9             So I would encourage you to look at the
  

10    report once it comes out because we are showing by
  

11    county the percentages of households that do have
  

12    cost burdens.  But this just shows us geographically
  

13    in the State what areas are experiencing higher
  

14    rates of these housing problems, so what areas are
  

15    harder for households to find housing that suit their
  

16    needs.
  

17             And this, again, is just part of this
  

18    process of understanding housing needs in Montana in
  

19    accessing housing equitably for households.  Next
  

20    slide, please.
  

21             Part of accessing housing is also being able
  

22    to buy housing or buy houses, excuse me.  Access to
  

23    mortgages.  So what we look at is through the Home
  

24    Mortgage Disclosure Act or HMDA data.  This
  

25    information provides denial rates.  We like to look
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 1    at denial rates overall and then compare them by race
  

 2    ethnicity.
  

 3             So you know you can be denied by a mortgage
  

 4    for a variety of reasons, debt to income ratio, your
  

 5    credit store, a variety of reasons.  But that, those
  

 6    denials should be kind of equal across the board by
  

 7    race and ethnicity.
  

 8             What we do see is that the average denial
  

 9    rate overall is about half of what it is for, you
  

10    know, American Indian or Alaska Native households in
  

11    the State.  Year to year it is about the same.  So in
  

12    2022, American Indian or Alaska Native applicants had
  

13    about a 26 percent denial rate and the totals for the
  

14    State was about 13 percent.
  

15             We do see, you know, two or more races was
  

16    about 42 percent, but the number of those was very
  

17    low, so it is not statistical, statistically
  

18    relevant.  I just wanted to point that out if you're
  

19    looking at those numbers.  But, you know, the Native
  

20    American applicant that we're seeing consistently
  

21    have, is much higher rates.
  

22             So, again, just looking at households for
  

23    applicants in this case, they are having additional
  

24    barriers in accessing housing for mortgages in the
  

25    State.  Next slide, please.
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 1             We're also looking at things like poverty.
  

 2    Are there certain populations that are experiencing
  

 3    poverty at higher rates.  So overall in Montana, the
  

 4    poverty rate in 2022 was about 12 percent.  In family
  

 5    households, about 9.2 percent.  In female-headed
  

 6    households, is about 27 percent, so significantly
  

 7    higher.
  

 8             If you are considered in other living
  

 9    arrangement households, 24 percent.  If you are
  

10    living with a disability, you're living in a rate of
  

11    poverty of about 19 percent.  So, again, accessing
  

12    housing with these rates of poverty creating barriers
  

13    for households, looking at these through this process
  

14    as well.  Next slide, please.
  

15             As I mentioned a few minutes ago, we did
  

16    that Fair Housing Survey and I just wanted to share
  

17    some of the results that we had from that.  One of
  

18    the questions we asked is if you were aware of fair
  

19    housing laws in Montana.
  

20             So a little under half of the respondents
  

21    were aware of fair housing laws and, you know, a
  

22    little over a third were somewhat aware.  So that
  

23    means not too bad in results of that.  Then about 40
  

24    percent of respondents who were aware of any policies
  

25    within their communities to promote housing
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 1    development.  So, again, just some of those results
  

 2    that I wanted to share with you.  Next slide,
  

 3    please.
  

 4             I wanted to take just a minute to go over
  

 5    some of that information we shared.  The demographics
  

 6    you know, in the State, there's growing diversity,
  

 7    we're seeing changes in racial and ethnic makeup of
  

 8    the State.  We're seeing aging population.  What does
  

 9    that mean for housing and the future of housing.
  

10             We're seeing low to moderate levels of
  

11    segregation.  We're also seeing high levels of
  

12    segregation.  We're talking about, you know, those
  

13    Native American populations.  We're seeing those
  

14    four counties that have those racially or ethnically
  

15    concentrated areas of poverty.
  

16             And we're talking about community assets.
  

17    We're talking about Native American households with
  

18    lower levels of access to opportunity.  And we're
  

19    talking about access to affordable housing
  

20    opportunities.  We're talking about Native American
  

21    applicants experience higher mortgage denial rates.
  

22             We're talking about economic opportunities,
  

23    female-headed households, people living in other
  

24    living situations and households with disabilities
  

25    are experiencing poverty at higher rates.
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 1             So, again, these are all things that we're
  

 2    looking at in their connection to accessing
  

 3    housing.  What does that mean for households and
  

 4    their equity in accessing housing in Montana and
  

 5    within their communities.  Next slide, please.
  

 6             MS. EGLI:  Megan, I just wanted to let you
  

 7    know, we are having some mic, like it is trailing off
  

 8    just a little bit in volume, so I just wanted to see
  

 9    if we could get maybe get a little closer to the mic.
  

10    I can hear you fine, but there is a difference in
  

11    volume, I just wanted to mention.
  

12             MS. BRACE:  Thank you, Janelle.
  

13             MS. EGLI:  You're welcome.
  

14             MS. BRACE:  So we have the Equity Plan that
  

15    will be going out for adoption and evaluation.  So
  

16    once this information is put together, it will be
  

17    going out to public review.  This is tentatively
  

18    scheduled for September of this year that it will be
  

19    going out for public review.
  

20             Once this happens and it has gone out for
  

21    that period, it will then be submitted to HUD, which
  

22    will be available after a 60-day public review
  

23    period, excuse me.  After HUD accepts the Montana
  

24    Equity Plan it will be published on the Commerce's
  

25    website.
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 1             Its fair housing goals and strategies will
  

 2    be incorporated into the State's Consolidated Plan
  

 3    and the Associated Annual Action Plans.  Progress
  

 4    evaluations for the Equity Plan will be required
  

 5    annually after the Equity Plan is adopted.
  

 6             Before submitting its annual process
  

 7    evaluations for the Equity Plan to HUD, the State
  

 8    will make available to interested parties the
  

 9    proposed evaluation for a comment period of no less
  

10    than 15 calendar days.  Next slide, please.
  

11             And I believe I'm going to hand it back over
  

12    to you, Janelle.
  

13             MS. EGLI:  Okay.  Thank you so much, Megan.
  

14    We really appreciate all the work that Megan has done
  

15    to crunch data and to help us with moving this effort
  

16    along.
  

17             Okay.  So document review and engagement.
  

18    Once we have drafts of our plans, they will be
  

19    available on Commerce's website at
  

20    commerce.Mt.Gov/Consolidated-Plan/Documents.  They
  

21    will also be available at several repositories
  

22    throughout the State.
  

23             That list is on your website, so please see
  

24    that if you are interested in looking at a hard copy
  

25    at a repository near you.  And of course we will have
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 1    the plans available by request.  So if you need a
  

 2    copy, feel free to reach out to us.
  

 3             All interested parties are encouraged to
  

 4    review published documents and to participate in the
  

 5    State's public meetings.  And that's what you are
  

 6    doing today, so thank you for that.  And for
  

 7    information about upcoming meetings and comment
  

 8    periods, you can go to our website
  

 9    commerce.Mt.Gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates.
  

10             You can also subscribe describe to our
  

11    Consolidated Plan listserv and that subscription
  

12    option is on our website.  If you would like to
  

13    contact Commerce either to provide input or to ask
  

14    questions about this process, we are at 301 S. Park
  

15    Avenue in Helena, Montana, zip code 59601.  Our P.O.
  

16    Box is 200523 in Helena, Montana 59620-0523.
  

17             The Division Administrators over the
  

18    Consolidated Plan are Galen Steffens and Cheryl
  

19    Cohen.  If you wanted to reach out, Rosie Goldich and
  

20    me, Janelle Egli, are also available to answer
  

21    questions.
  

22             The phone number that you can use for
  

23    Commerce is 406-841-2770.  TDD is 406-841-2702.  Our
  

24    fax is 406-841-2771.  Our e-mail is
  

25    DOCConPlan@mt.gov.  And our website is
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 1    commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan.
  

 2             DPHHS, our partner in this work is also
  

 3    available if you wish to reach out to them.  They are
  

 4    located at 1400 Carter Drive in Helena, Montana
  

 5    59601.  Their P.O. Box is 202956 in Helena, Montana
  

 6    59620-2956.  Jessie Counts is the administrator over
  

 7    this effort for DPHHS and Sara Loewen is the Bureau
  

 8    Chief.  Phone number is 406-447-4265.  And the fax is
  

 9    406-447-4287.
  

10             Their website is www.dphhs.mt.gov.  So if
  

11    you would like to provide written comments or
  

12    qualitative data pertaining to our Consolidated Plan
  

13    or our Equity Plan for Affirmatively Furthering Fair
  

14    Housing, our physical address and e-mail address are
  

15    given on this slide and we just reviewed those in the
  

16    previous slide.
  

17             Please note if you are planning on
  

18    submitting a written comment that we are accepting
  

19    comments for the Equity Plan until 5:00 p.m. on June
  

20    25th, 2024, and that's coming right up, so I wanted
  

21    to note that for everybody.
  

22             And we are continuing to accept comments on
  

23    the Consolidated Plan on an ongoing basis until the
  

24    plan is developed and a good target for submitting
  

25    comments would be fall of 2024.  We will publish the
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 1    dates of our actual comment period once we have that
  

 2    draft published.
  

 3             Now, we will go ahead and delve into our
  

 4    verbal comments.  So if you would like to provide a
  

 5    comment, this is your time.  I'm going to just
  

 6    re-situate my screen here, okay.
  

 7             Comments regarding needs and strategies
  

 8    pertaining to the 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
  

 9    including the Year 1 or 2025-2026 Annual Action Plan
  

10    and associated Equity Plan for Affirmatively
  

11    Furthering Fair Housing are now being accepted.
  

12             If you have a comment and are joining via
  

13    webinar, please raise your hand so we can unmute
  

14    you.  If you are joining via phone, please press
  

15    star 9 to indicate you have a comment, and then star
  

16    6 to unmute and then re-mute yourself.
  

17             So, again, if you are joining via phone,
  

18    that's star 9 to indicate you have a comment and then
  

19    star 6 to unmute and re-mute yourself.  When
  

20    providing comment, please state and spell your name
  

21    and please also state the organization you represent
  

22    if applicable.
  

23             So I will go ahead and mute myself and we'll
  

24    turn the floor over to you.
  

25             MS. FLYNN:  Jen, do you want to go ahead?
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 1             MS. CHAPLA:  Yeah.  Okay.  My name is Jen
  

 2    Chapla, spelled C-H-A-P-L-A.  I am the Tenancy
  

 3    Specialist for AWARE.  I have noticed that there are
  

 4    a lot of seemingly great resources out there to help
  

 5    people pay rent and get into houses once they find
  

 6    them.  The PSH voucher is a fantastic example of
  

 7    helping people get over their homelessness, right.
  

 8             We have got this great voucher that doesn't
  

 9    have a long wait list.  The problem is there's no
  

10    supply in our community.  I talk to landlords pretty
  

11    regularly, and the general consensus is they can get
  

12    way more on the open market than they are going to
  

13    get for any of the vouchers.
  

14             Tenants with vouchers regularly destroy
  

15    units and they don't want to take them.  There's
  

16    also just a shortage of units that would be
  

17    appropriate for that demographic.  And I'm wondering
  

18    if there is going to be anything in the plan to help
  

19    incentivize landlords to work with some of the
  

20    existing resources maybe in the form of tax rebates
  

21    or guarantees for financial assistance when things go
  

22    south.
  

23             MS. EGLI:  Thank you, Jen.  We will provide
  

24    a comment, or response to your comment rather.  We
  

25    really appreciate you find providing that feedback.
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 1             MS. CHAPLA:  Thank you.
  

 2             MS. EGLI:  All right.  Next I will go to
  

 3    Shayla Patera, she looks like she's next on my
  

 4    screen.  So, Shayla, go ahead and state and spell
  

 5    your name and give your organization and your comment
  

 6    when you are ready.
  

 7             MS. PATERA:  Hi.  For the record, my name is
  

 8    Shayla Patera.  I'm employed by and serve North
  

 9    Central Independent Living Services in Black Eagle,
  

10    Montana and I'm a longtime housing advocate with
  

11    these for independent living centers.
  

12             And what I would like to say is regards to
  

13    the Equity Plan.  Many times as you probably heard it
  

14    before, I think we are trying to do a great job as
  

15    best we can with the resources we have, but it is, as
  

16    Jen said, it is quite hard, particularly if there
  

17    aren't enough housing stock places accessible and
  

18    affordable to homeless citizens or people with
  

19    disabilities, which is the population that I help
  

20    serve.
  

21             And sometimes it seems like the thing, one
  

22    of the things that we really need to look for besides
  

23    building more affordable, accessible affordable
  

24    housing stock is making sure that there are like
  

25    maybe source of income, legislation or different
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 1    types of incentive as other people have said in the
  

 2    past to ensure that there is opportunities for those
  

 3    to get housing.
  

 4             I would also like to see, because I also
  

 5    deal with citizens with disabilities that are
  

 6    homeless who oftentimes have criminal records or
  

 7    coming out of state and private-run institutions.  So
  

 8    I would like to see our feedback on how we're going
  

 9    to implement the new reducing barriers rule from HUD
  

10    regarding criminal, criminal convictions and how to
  

11    help people who oftentimes have nothing or cannot
  

12    work.
  

13             Because it is great when someone can work,
  

14    but what happens when their disability changes or
  

15    their age becomes a factor for them, then there is
  

16    no, oftentimes very limited places to go for people
  

17    who need HUD or a lot of times we're all competing
  

18    for the same unit.
  

19             And one of the other things I would like to
  

20    say before, because I don't want to monopolize the
  

21    time, is we need to really check and see if there
  

22    aren't any disparate impact in how we onboard
  

23    somebody into housing and keep someone into
  

24    apartment housing and making sure that multi-family
  

25    and single family duplexes and apartments and
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 1    different housing options we have are wheelchair
  

 2    accessible.
  

 3             Because sometimes people who are on limited
  

 4    or no income, such as SSI, SSDI, they can't, they
  

 5    can't often keep it.  Even though we, we look at the
  

 6    30 percent or what the voucher covers, if there is a
  

 7    medical emergency or they have to choose between
  

 8    healthcare and housing, sometimes that's a choice,
  

 9    too.
  

10             So this, along with other written comments,
  

11    which I will submit as part of my comment.  So thank
  

12    you for having this hearing today.
  

13             MS. EGLI:  Thank you so much, Shayla.  And
  

14    as always, we really appreciate your input and we
  

15    will provide a response to that comment as well.
  

16             And next I have Jim Morton on my list.  So,
  

17    Jim, when you are ready, go ahead and unmute
  

18    yourself, you can provide your name and your
  

19    organization and comment.
  

20             MR. MORTON:  Good afternoon.  For the
  

21    record, my name is Jim Morton.  The last name is
  

22    spelled M-O-R-T-O-N, and I'm commenting on behalf of
  

23    HRC Cottages, Incorporated.
  

24             First, I want to compliment the staff of the
  

25    Montana Department of Commerce and the Department of
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 1    Public Health and Human Services for their work on
  

 2    the Consolidated Plan.  And as usual I have to say
  

 3    that I in general agree with what Shayla has
  

 4    commented on.
  

 5             But about HRC Cottages, we're a nonprofit
  

 6    that develops and owns housing that serves households
  

 7    with lower incomes.  Our apartments are rent
  

 8    restricted and some of the apartments that we have
  

 9    actually have tenant-based rental assistance.
  

10    However, as you know, more tenant-based rental
  

11    assistance is needed.
  

12             We use a variety of sources to develop,
  

13    including the HOME Investment Partnership, the
  

14    Housing Tax Credit Program, CDBG, Rural Development
  

15    and of course other sources.  And it is getting more
  

16    and more difficult to develop housing given the high
  

17    cost of land and in some cases lack of labor the
  

18    contractors are facing, as well as the volatility in
  

19    materials for building.
  

20             We develop in communities that have larger
  

21    populations, of course, but we also develop in
  

22    unincorporated areas where they do not have a variety
  

23    of public services, which again would make the cost
  

24    developing affordable housing a little bit higher in
  

25    those areas.
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 1             And that would be a concern I think for the
  

 2    funders that are part of this Consolidated Plan in
  

 3    terms of determining how to the award funding.  I do
  

 4    appreciate the attention that MDOC and the Department
  

 5    of Public Health have given to providing affordable
  

 6    housing to a wide variety of populations from
  

 7    elderly, victims of domestic violence, veterans,
  

 8    those with special needs and those who are houseless
  

 9    or at risk of becoming houseless, just to mention a
  

10    few of the populations.
  

11             But one comment I would like to make in
  

12    addition would be that simply discussing building
  

13    more housing as the solution to a lack of affordable
  

14    housing really does not recognize the need to take a
  

15    more wholistic view.
  

16             And I think as you heard a couple of
  

17    comments about that, that would include the needs of
  

18    lower income households, including higher paying
  

19    jobs, the need for support for childcare and health
  

20    insurance, more access to training and educational
  

21    opportunities.
  

22             And then pleased of what you're talking
  

23    about does take a wider view of our lack of
  

24    affordable housing in a crisis that is across our
  

25    great State.  And I'm especially pleased that you are
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 1    addressing racial segregation and what impact that
  

 2    does have not only on the communities but also the
  

 3    individuals who live in those communities.
  

 4             So winding up, thank you for the
  

 5    opportunity to participate and that concludes my
  

 6    comments.
  

 7             MS. EGLI:  Thank you so much, Jim, we
  

 8    really appreciate that comment, we'll provide our
  

 9    response.  And Kristen Newman is who I have next.
  

10             Kristen, when you are ready, go ahead and
  

11    provide your comment, name and organization.
  

12             MS. NEWMAN:  Hi, my name is Kristen Newman,
  

13    K-R-I-S-T-E-N, N-E-W-M-A-N, I'm the ADA Accessibility
  

14    Specialist out of Ability Montana.  We're a center
  

15    for independent living that serves 14 counties in
  

16    southwest Montana.
  

17             I just wanted to talk a little bit about
  

18    access to housing as far as actual accessibility.  I
  

19    know we talk about access a lot as easily access by
  

20    affordability, things like that, but often I think
  

21    sometimes we forget about the actual physical
  

22    accessibility of apartments.
  

23             And what we're running into are people
  

24    having to move out of their communities of their
  

25    choice because there isn't enough accessible housing
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 1    options available in the cities that they are living
  

 2    in.  This could, you know, be adaptable units,
  

 3    elevators, wheelchair accessibility.
  

 4             So I would really like to encourage
  

 5    thinking about how can we incentivize more actual
  

 6    physically accessible units.  And sometimes we have
  

 7    run into, there may be several accessible units like
  

 8    on a ground floor, but if somebody with a disability
  

 9    isn't on a wait list right then, the landlords will
  

10    rent them out to somebody who doesn't have a
  

11    disability which creates more barriers to housing.
  

12             So those are just a few issues that I wanted
  

13    to bring attention to.  And I appreciate this
  

14    opportunity to hear about the plan and participate.
  

15             MS. EGLI:  Thank you so much, Kristen, and
  

16    we will provide a response to your comment.  Thank
  

17    you.
  

18             Is there anybody else that would like to
  

19    provide a comment at this time?  For folks who are
  

20    joining us on the phone, a little reminder that you
  

21    can press star 9 to indicate you have a comment and
  

22    star 6 to unmute and re-mute yourself.  It looks
  

23    like, Julie, you have your hand raised?
  

24             MS. FLYNN:  Yeah.  Janelle, I was just going
  

25    to ask for those folks who haven't provided comment,
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 1    if you wouldn't mind putting what organization
  

 2    you're with in the chat, that would be great, that
  

 3    would help us know who we're getting the word out to
  

 4    about this process and who we're not getting the word
  

 5    out.
  

 6             So if you wouldn't mind typing in the chat
  

 7    what organization you are with, that would be great.
  

 8    Thanks so much.
  

 9             MS. EGLI:  That's a great, great request,
  

10    thank you.  We'll wait a few more minutes, if
  

11    anybody has a comment that they would like to share,
  

12    go ahead and jump in when you're ready and hearing
  

13    nothing we'll conclude momentarily.
  

14             Okay.  Final call for comment?  All right.
  

15    Well, we just want to say thank you once again for
  

16    everybody who took time out of their busy day to join
  

17    us and to provide feedback.  It is very helpful for
  

18    us to know what's happening all across the State.
  

19             Montana is a very big state and we really
  

20    couldn't have eyes everywhere, so we really rely on
  

21    each of you to help us know what the climate is and
  

22    what the needs are.
  

23             So thank you for taking the time for
  

24    providing comments, those of you who provided
  

25    comments.  We look forward to responding to your
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 1    comments and incorporating them into our planning
  

 2    documents and we'll go ahead and wrap up.
  

 3             Megan and Julie, is there anything else that
  

 4    we would like to share today?
  

 5             MS. BRACE:  No.  Just thank you all for
  

 6    being here.
  

 7             MS. EGLI:  Okay.  Well, thank you so much
  

 8    again and have a wonderful rest of your day.  Bye,
  

 9    everybody.
  

10             (The proceedings were concluded at 2:53
  

11    p.m.)
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Egli, Janelle

From: Montana Department of Commerce <commerce@announcements.mt.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, August 20, 2024 1:01 PM
To: Egli, Janelle
Subject: Public Hearing: Draft Fair Housing Equity Plan

Set for Sept. 10, 2024 at 10 a.m.  

 

 
  

Public Hearing: 

Draft Fair Housing Equity Plan 

Sept. 10, 2024 

Photo by Montana Department of Commerce 

 
  

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health & Human Services 
announce the Public Hearing for the Draft Fair Housing Equity Plan that is associated 

 



2

with the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community 
Development. 

The Fair Housing Equity Plan has been developed and published after an extensive 
public input process. The public is now encouraged to review the draft document [links-
2.govdelivery.com] and provide feedback. 

Montana’s Equity Plan seeks to inform the Consolidated Plan, which is currently under 
development, and serves the purpose of assessing Montana’s fair housing issues and 
their underlying causes, as well as setting fair housing goals. It details the State’s 
analysis and its proposed strategies for achieving equity in housing, which includes 
overcoming patterns of segregation and discrimination. 

The Equity Plan will be submitted to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development on Sept. 30, 2024, for final review and approval as a requirement of HUD 
formula grant funding for housing and community development activities that are 
supported by the following programs: Community Development Block Grant, HOME 
Investment Partnerships Program, Housing Trust Fund and Emergency Solutions 
Grant. 

For more information and to provide oral comments, the public is invited to 
attend a virtual public hearing at 10 a.m. MST on Sept. 10, 2024. 

Register for the public hearing [links-2.govdelivery.com] 

 

 

 
  

The hearing will be held on Zoom, and presentation materials will be available on 
Commerce’s website [links-2.govdelivery.com] in advance. The public hearing will 
provide attendees an opportunity to respond to the State’s analysis and goals. The 
State will consider any comments or views provided orally during the public hearing or 
in writing during the comment period. 

All comments pertaining to the plan must be submitted to the address or email 
below no later than 5 p.m. MST on Sept. 20, 2024. 

Montana Department of Commerce 

Community MT Division 

Attention: Con Plan 

301 S. Park Avenue 

P.O. Box 200523 

Helena, MT 59620-0523 

docconplan@mt.gov 

Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities or 
persons with limited English proficiency who wish to participate in this process and 
need an alternative accessible format of presentation materials or translation services. 



3

If you require accommodation, please contact Commerce at docconplan@mt.gov no 
later than 5 p.m. on Sept. 3, 2024.  

El Departamento de Comercio hará adaptaciones razonables para las personas con 
discapacidades o personas con domino limitado del inglés que deseen participar en 
este proceso y necesiten un formato accessible alternativo de materiales de 
presentación o servicios de traducción. Si necesita una adaptación, communíques con 
El Departamento de Comercio en DOCConPlan@mt.gov antes de las 5 p.m. del 3 de 
septiembre de 2024. 

Questions? Email docconplan@mt.gov 

 
  

  
Montana Department of Commerce 
301 S Park Ave, Helena, MT 59620 

Contact Us   406-841-2700 
commerce.mt.gov [links-2.govdelivery.com] 

  
 

  

[links-2.govdelivery.com]  

 

 
  

View as a webpage [links-2.govdelivery.com]        Unsubscribe [links-2.govdelivery.com] 
 

   

 

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or email address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your Subscriber 
Preferences Page [links-2.govdelivery.com]. You will need to use your email address to log in. 

Discover information about additional topics at Commerce. Sign up for more topics [links-2.govdelivery.com].  

If you have questions or problems with the subscription service, please visit subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com [links-
2.govdelivery.com]. 

Montana Department of Commerce 
301 S Park Ave, Helena, MT 59620 

406-841-2700  
 

This email was sent to janelle.egli@mt.gov using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: Montana Department of 
Commerce · P.O. Box 200501 · Helena, MT 59620-0501 

[links-
2.govdelivery.com]

 



Public Hearing: Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024 - Page 1 of 2

[def:$signername|printname|req|signer1] [def:$signersig|sig|req|signer1] [def:$notarysig|sig|req|notary] [def:$date|date|req|notary] [def:$state|state|req|notary] [def:$county|county|req|notary] [def:$disclosure|disclosure|req|notary] [def:$seal|seal|req|notary]

Billings Gazette
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(406) 657-1200

State of Pennsylvania, County of Lancaster, ss:
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is a duly authorized signatory of Column Software, PBC, duly
authorized
agent of Billings Gazette, a
newspaper of general
circulation published that is a "legal
newspaper" as that is published
daily in the City of Billings, in the County of Yellowstone, State of
Montana, and has charge of
the Advertisements thereof.

If this certification is for the State of Montana, I hereby certify that l
have read sec. 18-7-204 and 18-7-205，
MCA, and subsequent
revisions, and declare that the price or rate
charged the State of
Montana for the publication for which claim is
made in printed copy
in the amount of $408.34，
is not in excess of
the minimum rate
charged any other advertiser for publication of
advertisement, set in
the same size type and published for the same
number of
insertions, further certify that this claim is correct and just
in all
respects, and that payment or credit has not been received.

PUBLICATION DATES: August. 22 2024

NOTICE ID: funi09hJbaM0NVykDXai

PUBLISHER ID: COL-MT-100253

NOTICE NAME: Public Hearing: Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024

Publication Fee: $408.34

[$signersig ]
(Signed)______________________________________  [$seal]

VERIFICATION

State of Pennsylvania
County of Lancaster

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me on this: [$date]

[$notarysig ]
______________________________
Notary Public
[$disclosure]

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

Notarized remotely online using communication technology via Proof.

08/23/2024
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PerformedBySystemName ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 174.60.212.24


ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 16:30:34 UTC
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PerformedByParticipantType
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ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc",
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Lipsky"}


PerformedBySystemName ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 71.183.247.159







ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 16:30:33 UTC


PerformedByUserName Hayden Lipsky


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Size Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[93.22438524590163, 331.2126536885246]}, "acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden
Lipsky"}


PerformedBySystemName ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 71.183.247.159


ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 16:30:33 UTC


PerformedByUserName Hayden Lipsky


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Location Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[93.22438524590163, 331.2126536885246]}, "acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden
Lipsky"}


PerformedBySystemName ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 71.183.247.159


ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 16:30:32 UTC


PerformedByUserName Nicole Burkholder


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"Notarized remotely online using communication technology via Proof.",
"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[66.0,
149.59]}, "acting_user_full_name"=>nil}


PerformedBySystemName ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 174.60.212.24


ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 16:30:32 UTC


PerformedByUserName Nicole Burkholder


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Signature Added


ActionDescription {"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>1,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[66.0, 201.55]}, "witness_names"=>[],
"acting_user_full_name"=>nil}


PerformedBySystemName ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 174.60.212.24







ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 16:30:31 UTC


PerformedByUserName Hayden Lipsky


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Signature Added


ActionDescription {"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>1,
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"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}


PerformedBySystemName ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 71.183.247.159


ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 16:28:31 UTC


PerformedByUserName Hayden Lipsky


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Agreed to electronic agreement for signature


ActionDescription {"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}


PerformedBySystemName ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 71.183.247.159


ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 16:28:29 UTC


PerformedByUserName Hayden Lipsky


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Identification Verified


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 174.60.212.24


ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 16:28:27 UTC


PerformedByUserName Hayden Lipsky


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Document Accessed


ActionDescription {"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}


PerformedBySystemName ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 71.183.247.159







ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 16:27:13 UTC


PerformedByUserName Hayden Lipsky


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Document Accessed


ActionDescription {"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}


PerformedBySystemName ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 71.183.247.159


ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC
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PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType
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ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC
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PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType
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ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[304.88,
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PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.224







ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[218.31,
314.18]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.224


ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[64.49,
335.81]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.224


ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[141.57,
693.74]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.224


ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[128.77,
693.74]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.224







ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[118.31,
693.74]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.224


ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[109.01,
693.74]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.224


ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[100.05,
693.74]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.224


ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[90.0,
693.74]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.224







ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[79.62,
693.74]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.224


ActionDateTime 2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[65.94,
693.74]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.224
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[def:$signername|printname|req|signer1] [def:$signersig|sig|req|signer1] [def:$notarysig|sig|req|notary] [def:$date|date|req|notary] [def:$state|state|req|notary] [def:$county|county|req|notary] [def:$disclosure|disclosure|req|notary] [def:$seal|seal|req|notary]

Helena Independent Record
2222 N. Washington St
Helena, Montana 59602
(123) 456-7890

State of Pennsylvania, County of Lancaster, ss:

Hayden Lipsky, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: That (s)he
is a duly authorized signatory of Column Software, PBC, duly
authorized
agent of Helena Independent Record, a
newspaper of
general circulation published that is a "legal
newspaper" as that is
published daily in the City of Helena, in the County of Lewis and
Clark, State of Montana, and has charge of
the Advertisements
thereof.

If this certification is for the State of Montana, I hereby certify that l
have read sec. 18-7-204 and 18-7-205，
MCA, and subsequent
revisions, and declare that the price or rate
charged the State of
Montana for the publication for which claim is
made in printed copy
in the amount of $228.85，
is not in excess of
the minimum rate
charged any other advertiser for publication of
advertisement, set in
the same size type and published for the same
number of
insertions, further certify that this claim is correct and just
in all
respects, and that payment or credit has not been received.

PUBLICATION DATES: August. 20 2024

NOTICE ID: RvLgsEitzSiX06X7KQnl

PUBLISHER ID: COL-MT-200530

NOTICE NAME: Legal Ad for 9/10/24 Hearing

Publication Fee: $228.85

[$signersig ]
(Signed)______________________________________  [$seal]

VERIFICATION

State of Pennsylvania
County of Lancaster

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me on this: [$date]

[$notarysig ]
______________________________
Notary Public
[$disclosure]

See Proof on Next Page

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

08/20/2024

Notarized remotely online using communication technology via Proof.
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PerformedByUserName Hayden Lipsky
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ActionDescription {"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>1,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[66.0, 329.8]}, "witness_names"=>[],
"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}


PerformedBySystemName ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 71.183.247.159
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PerformedByUserName Hayden Lipsky


PerformedByUserRole customer
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ActionDescription {"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}


PerformedBySystemName ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 71.183.247.159







ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 19:04:23 UTC


PerformedByUserName Hayden Lipsky


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Identification Verified


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 174.60.212.24


ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 19:04:21 UTC


PerformedByUserName Hayden Lipsky


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Document Accessed


ActionDescription {"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}


PerformedBySystemName ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 71.183.247.159


ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 19:02:50 UTC


PerformedByUserName Hayden Lipsky


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Document Accessed


ActionDescription {"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}


PerformedBySystemName ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 71.183.247.159


ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[65.25,
155.89]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.74







ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[64.49,
198.56]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.74


ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[304.88,
223.39]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.74


ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[218.31,
309.68]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.74


ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[64.49,
331.31]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.74







ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[141.57,
700.49]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.74


ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[128.77,
700.49]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.74


ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[118.31,
700.49]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.74


ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[109.01,
700.49]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.74







ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[100.05,
700.49]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.74


ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[90.0,
700.49]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.74


ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[79.62,
700.49]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.74


ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 16:50:05 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[65.94,
700.49]}}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.74







ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 16:50:04 UTC


PerformedByUserName Leo Hentschker


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Document Created


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.96.44.74


ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 19:14:33 UTC


PerformedByUserName Nicole Burkholder


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Digital Certificate Applied to Document


ActionDescription {"signature_type"=>"Digital"}


PerformedBySystemName ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 174.60.212.24
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[def:$signername|printname|req|signer1] [def:$signersig|sig|req|signer1] [def:$notarysig|sig|req|notary] [def:$date|date|req|notary] [def:$state|state|req|notary] [def:$county|county|req|notary] [def:$disclosure|disclosure|req|notary] [def:$seal|seal|req|notary]

Missoulian
2291 W. Broadway
Missoula, Montana 59808
(406) 523-5200

State of Pennsylvania, County of Lancaster, ss:

Hayden Lipsky, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: That (s)he
is a duly authorized signatory of Column Software, PBC, duly
authorized
agent of Missoulian, a
newspaper of general circulation
published that is a "legal
newspaper" as that is published daily in
the City of Missoula, in the County of Missoula, State of Montana,
and has charge of
the Advertisements thereof.

If this certification is for the State of Montana, I hereby certify that l
have read sec. 18-7-204 and 18-7-205，
MCA, and subsequent
revisions, and declare that the price or rate
charged the State of
Montana for the publication for which claim is
made in printed copy
in the amount of $235.98，
is not in excess of
the minimum rate
charged any other advertiser for publication of
advertisement, set in
the same size type and published for the same
number of
insertions, further certify that this claim is correct and just
in all
respects, and that payment or credit has not been received.

PUBLICATION DATES: August. 20 2024

NOTICE ID: GX0uMyTHtnJ45QOguy4m

PUBLISHER ID: COL-MT-400530

NOTICE NAME: Legal Ad for 9/10/24 Hearing

Publication Fee: $235.98

[$signersig ]
(Signed)______________________________________  [$seal]

VERIFICATION

State of Pennsylvania
County of Lancaster

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me on this: [$date]

[$notarysig ]
______________________________
Notary Public
[$disclosure]

See Proof on Next Page

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

Notarized remotely online using communication technology via Proof.

08/20/2024
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Montana Standard
PO Box 627
Butte, Montana 59701
(406) 496-5500

State of Pennsylvania, County of Lancaster, ss:

Hayden Lipsky, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: That (s)he
is a duly authorized signatory of Column Software, PBC, duly
authorized
agent of Montana Standard, a
newspaper of general
circulation published that is a "legal
newspaper" as that is published
daily in the City of Butte, in the County of Silver Bow, State of
Montana, and has charge of
the Advertisements thereof.

If this certification is for the State of Montana, I hereby certify that l
have read sec. 18-7-204 and 18-7-205，
MCA, and subsequent
revisions, and declare that the price or rate
charged the State of
Montana for the publication for which claim is
made in printed copy
in the amount of $228.85，
is not in excess of
the minimum rate
charged any other advertiser for publication of
advertisement, set in
the same size type and published for the same
number of
insertions, further certify that this claim is correct and just
in all
respects, and that payment or credit has not been received.

PUBLICATION DATES: August. 20 2024

NOTICE ID: BDnlF1GSYwY6WiV6eXoz

PUBLISHER ID: COL-MT-300208

NOTICE NAME: Legal Ad for 9/10/24 Hearing

Publication Fee: $228.85

[$signersig ]
(Signed)______________________________________  [$seal]

VERIFICATION

State of Pennsylvania
County of Lancaster

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me on this: [$date]

[$notarysig ]
______________________________
Notary Public
[$disclosure]

See Proof on Next Page

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

Notarized remotely online using communication technology via Proof.

08/20/2024
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[def:$signername|printname|req|signer1] [def:$signersig|sig|req|signer1] [def:$notarysig|sig|req|notary] [def:$date|date|req|notary] [def:$state|state|req|notary] [def:$county|county|req|notary] [def:$disclosure|disclosure|req|notary] [def:$seal|seal|req|notary]

Ravalli Republic
232 W Main St
Hamilton, Montana 59840
(406) 363-3300

State of Pennsylvania, County of Lancaster, ss:

Hayden Lipsky, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: That (s)he
is a duly authorized signatory of Column Software, PBC, duly
authorized
agent of Ravalli Republic, a
newspaper of general
circulation published that is a "legal
newspaper" as that is published
daily in the City of Hamilton, in the County of Ravalli, State of
Montana, and has charge of
the Advertisements thereof.

If this certification is for the State of Montana, I hereby certify that l
have read sec. 18-7-204 and 18-7-205，
MCA, and subsequent
revisions, and declare that the price or rate
charged the State of
Montana for the publication for which claim is
made in printed copy
in the amount of $87.17，
is not in excess of
the minimum rate
charged any other advertiser for publication of
advertisement, set in
the same size type and published for the same
number of
insertions, further certify that this claim is correct and just
in all
respects, and that payment or credit has not been received.

PUBLICATION DATES: August. 20 2024

NOTICE ID: dAZHvVt5cgZxmrokrZLV

PUBLISHER ID: COL-MT-500112

NOTICE NAME: Legal Ad for 9/10/24 Hearing

Publication Fee: $87.17

[$signersig ]
(Signed)______________________________________  [$seal]

VERIFICATION

State of Pennsylvania
County of Lancaster

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me on this: [$date]

[$notarysig ]
______________________________
Notary Public
[$disclosure]

See Proof on Next Page

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

08/20/2024

Notarized remotely online using communication technology via Proof.
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Montana’s Draft Fair Housing Equity Plan 
Associated with the 2025-2029 

Consolidated Plan

Public Hearing
September 10, 2024

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.



The Department of Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with 
disabilities or persons with limited English proficiency who wish to participate in this 
process and need an alternative accessible format of the presentation materials or 

translation services. 

El Departamento de Comercio hará adaptaciones razonables para las personas con 
discapacidades o personas con domino limitado del inglés que deseen participar en este 
proceso y necesiten un formato accessible alternativo de materiales de presentación o 

servicios de traducción.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Statewide Planning

The State of Montana, through the Departments of 
Commerce and Public Health & Human Services, is 
developing a 5-year plan to guide policy and investment 
for housing, economic, and other community 
development projects.
This 5-year plan, also known as the “Consolidated 
Plan for Housing and Community Development,” is 
required by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development to assess Montana’s needs and current 
conditions, as well as to determine priorities and 
allocate HUD funding.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Statewide Planning

In conjunction with the Consolidated Plan, Montana 
has developed an Equity Plan to affirmatively 
furthering fair housing. 



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan

• Equity Plan for Affirmatively Furthering Fair 
Housing

• Under a HUD Proposed Rule, Montana will develop an 
Equity Plan every five years that will serve the purpose 
of assessing fair housing issues and their underlying 
causes, as well as setting fair housing goals and 
outlining strategies for achieving equity in housing, 
increasing access to community assets, and 
broadening economic opportunities

• The mandate to affirmatively further fair housing 
requires proactive and meaningful action to overcome 
patterns of segregation, promote fair housing choice, 
eliminate disparities in opportunities, and foster 
inclusive communities free from discrimination



• Focus groups
• Public hearings
• Surveys

• Housing and Community Needs
• Fair Housing

• Documents
• Formal reviews with public comment periods 

See website for current information.
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates

2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Public Participation 

https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates


2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Objectives

• The objectives of Montana’s Consolidated Plan 
include: 

• Provide decent housing
• Provide a suitable living environment
• Expand economic opportunities



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Goals

• The goals of Montana’s current Consolidated 
Plan are:

• Goal 1 – Preserve and Construct Affordable 
Housing

• Goal 2 – Plan for Communities
• Goal 3 – Improve and Sustain Public 

Infrastructure
• Goal 4 – Revitalize Local Economies
• Goal 5 – Reduce Homelessness



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan 
Programs

• Community Development Block Grant
• Housing (Rental Development / Single Family Rehabilitation), 

Public and Community Facilities, Economic Development, 
Planning

• HOME Investment Partnerships Program
• Rental Development / Single Family Development / Rental, 

Rehabilitation, Homebuyer Assistance
• Housing Trust Fund 

• Rental Development / Rental Rehabilitation
• Emergency Solutions Grant

• Street Outreach / Emergency Shelter / Homelessness 
Prevention / Rapid Re-housing



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Planning Process

• Analyze quantitative and qualitative data 
regarding need

• Engage the public, agencies, and 
stakeholders to get input about need

• Identify priority needs
• Develop a strategy in response to identified 

needs
• Direct funding to strategies



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Documents 

• Five-Year Consolidated Plan for Housing and 
Community Development

• Consolidated Plans are strategic plans prepared every five years 
that guide housing and community investments

• Annual Action Plan 
• AAPs are prepared each year of the Consolidated Plan and 

outline specific activities, goals, and objectives for the given 
program year

• Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation 
Report 

• CAPERs are annual reports that detail use of funds and progress 
towards meeting goals and objectives for AAPs



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development 
Under HUD’s Proposed Rule, the State will 
oversee a more streamlined analysis of fair 
housing compared to what was required under the 
2015 Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Rule. 
Furthermore, the State will oversee a more robust 
community engagement effort to identify fair 
housing needs and opportunities.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)

• At least three public hearings will be held before the Equity 
Plan is submitted to HUD. 

• Two hearings before the publication of the Equity Plan to provide the 
public opportunity to identify fair housing needs and inform fair 
housing strategies.

• First hearing was April 3, 2024, and the second hearing was June 20, 2024
• One hearing after the publication of the Equity Plan to provide the 

public opportunity to comment on the published plan document 
(today, Sept. 10, 2024).

• As part of its outreach efforts, the State gathered data to 
inform Equity Plan development via the Montana Fair Housing 
Survey.

• Opened May 1, 2024; closed May 31, 2024.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
• Fair Housing Analysis

• Demographics 
• Segregation and integration 
• Racially or ethnically concentrated areas of poverty
• Access to community assets 
• Access to affordable housing opportunities 
• Access to homeownership and economic opportunity 
• Local and state policies and practices impacting fair housing 

• Fair Housing Issues
• Identify issues with data and local knowledge
• Prioritize issues based on data collected and public input

• Fair Housing Strategies and Goals
• Commit to taking responsive actions to address fair housing issues



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
 Data - Demographics

1990 Trend 2000 Trend 2010 Trend 2020

Race/Ethnicity # % # % # % # %
White 556,529 91.4% 618,450 89.2% 666,393 87.8% 657,407 83.3%
Black 1,103 0.2% 2,275 0.3% 4,179 0.6% 2,648 0.3%
Hispanic 7,969 1.3% 11,912 1.7% 19,169 2.5% 28,565 3.6%
Asian or Pacific Islander 2,432 0.4% 4,558 0.7% 7,104 0.9% 5,371 0.7%
Native American 40,296 6.6% 54,443 7.9% 61,823 8.1% 53,132 6.7%
Data Source: AFFH, Census, ACS                                                                                                                        Non-Entitlement Areas of Montana



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
 Data - Demographics

Disability Rate
Age 2015 2022
Under 5 years 1.0% 0.9%
5 to 17 years 4.6% 5.7%
18 to 34 years 6.4% 8.4%
35 to 64 years 13.7% 13.3%
65 to 74 years 25.5% 25.0%
75 years and over 49.5% 45.9%
Data Source: 2015 and 2022 5-Year ACS State of Montana



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
 Data - Segregation

Racial/Ethnic Dissimilarity Index
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2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
 Data – R/ECAPs

Racially/Ethnically Concentrated Areas of Poverty



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
 Data – R/ECAPs

Racially/Ethnically Concentrated Areas of Poverty



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
 Data – Access to Opportunities
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2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
 Data – Access to Affordable Housing

Percent of Total Households with Any 
of the Four Housing Problems



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
 Data – Access to Affordable Housing

Percent of Total Households with Any 
of the Four Housing Problems

Cost Burdens
Montana Owner Renter

Cost Burden 12.0% 19.6%
Severe Cost Burden 8.2% 18.7%
Total 20.1% 38.3%
Data Source: 2022 5-Year ACS State of Montana



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
Data – Access to Homeownership

Mortgage Denial Rates by Race
Race or Ethnicity 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
American Indian or Alaska Native 23.6% 23.0% 17.5% 16.7% 26.1%
Asian 13.7% 15.4% 14.1% 9.8% 16.8%
Black or African American 16.5% 24.0% 14.9% 15.8% 22.3%
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 11.8% 16.0% 26.8% 6.7% 26.2%
White 13.3% 12.0% 9.2% 9.7% 13.6%
Two or More Races 21.4% 23.8% 13.6% 12.8% 42.1%
Not Available 7.8% 6.8% 7.0% 7.8% 10.2%
Total 12.4% 11.2% 8.9% 9.4% 13.1%
Data Source: HMDA Data State of Montana



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
Data – Access to Economic Opportunities

Poverty by Race and Ethnicity
Race and Ethnicity % in poverty
White 10.7%
Black or African American 17.1%
American Indian and Alaska Native 35.1%
Asian 12.9%
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 4.5%
Some other race 17.0%
Two or more races 15.0%
Hispanic or Latino origin (of any race) 17.0%
Data Source: 2022 5-Year ACS State of Montana

Poverty by Disability Status
Disability Status % in poverty
With any disability 19.1%
No disability 11.3%
Data Source: 2022 5-Year ACS State of Montana



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
Survey

Are you aware of fair housing laws in Montana?

Yes No Somewhat

Are you aware of any policies to promote affordable 
housing development in your community?

Yes No



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
Fair Housing Issues
Issue 1:
Barriers for American Indian Households to Access Housing and 
Community Assets
• 1.1: Disproportionately Less Access to Mortgages for American Indian Applicants

• 1.2: Disproportionately Higher Rates of Poverty for American Indians

• 1.3: Lower Levels of Access to Community Assets for American Indians

• 1.4: R/ECAPs Occur in Communities with American Indian Poverty 

Issue 2:
Barriers for Low-Income Households to Access Housing
• 2.1: Higher Rates of Cost Burden for Low-Income Households 

Issue 3:
Barriers for Renter Households to Access Housing
• 3.1: Renter Households Face Higher Rates of Cost Burdens Statewide



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
Fair Housing Issues
Issue 4:
Barriers for Seniors and Households with Disabilities to Access 
Housing
• 4.1 Senior Households and Households with Disabilities Face Increased Levels of Housing Need 

Statewide

Issue 5: 
Barriers to Providing Adequate Community Support
• 5.1: Lack of Resources

• 5.2: Lack of Federal-Level Data

• 5.3: Lack of Fair Housing Knowledge 

• 5.4: Institutional Barriers

• 5.5: State and Local Barriers



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
Fair Housing Goals
Goal 1: 
Expand Fair Housing Outreach and Education

Issues: 5.3 Lack of Fair Housing Knowledge, 5.5 State and Local Barriers

Metrics and Milestones:
• Distribute the Fair Housing Equity Plan to stakeholders strategically and broadly
• Partner with Montana Fair Housing to distribute and, if needed, collaborate to develop educational 

materials about fair housing rights and resources
• Share the Fair Housing Equity Plan with stakeholders, including advocates and legislators, during 

the 2025 Legislative Session



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
Fair Housing Goals
Goal 2: 
Increase Fair Housing Coordination 

Issues: 1.1: Disproportionately Less Access to Mortgages for American Indian 
Applicants, 1.2: Disproportionately Higher Rates of Poverty for American Indians, 1.3: 
Lower Levels of Access to Community Assets for American Indians, 1.4: R/ECAPs 
Occur in Communities with American Indian Poverty, 2.1: Higher Rates of Cost Burden 
for Low-Income Households, 3.1: Renter Households Face Higher Rates of Cost 
Burdens Statewide, 4.1: Senior Households and Households with Disabilities Face 
Increased Levels of Housing Need Statewide, 5.1: Lack of Resources, 5.4: Institutional 
Barriers, 5.5: State and Local Barriers 

Metrics and Milestones:
• Convene an interagency work group to assess equity needs and opportunities across the state; 

examine poverty strategy and identify underutilized or new resources for housing and community 
development



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
Fair Housing Goals

Goal 3: 
Reduce Barriers for Native American Households and 
Communities 

Issues: 1.1: Disproportionately Less Access to Mortgages for American Indian Applicants, 
1.4: R/ECAPs Occur in Communities with American Indian Poverty, 5.2 Lack of Federal-
Level Data

Metrics and Milestones:
• Continue to partner with NeighborWorks Montana to support homebuyer education 
• Continue to participate in the Montana Native Homeownership Coalition 
• Provide targeted technical assistance to service providers and developers in R/ECAPs
• Continue to call attention to existing information gaps at the federal level and continue to engage 

with federal partners to share new resources as they become available



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
Fair Housing Goals

Goal 4: 
Support Housing and Community Development for Priority 
Areas and Populations 

Issues: 1.3: Lower Levels of Access to Community Assets for American Indians, 1.4: 
R/ECAPs Occur in Communities with American Indian Poverty, 4.1: Senior Households 
and Households with Disabilities Face Increased Levels of Housing Need Statewide
 

Metrics and Milestones:
• Prioritize funding for housing and community development that benefits disproportionately impacted 

or otherwise underserved populations and serves areas that are under-resourced or have high rates 
of poverty



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
Fair Housing Goals
Goal 5: 
Build the Capacity of Partners and Developers of Housing 
and Community Assets 

Issues: 5.1: Lack of Resources,  5.4 Institutional Barriers, 5.5: State and Local Barriers 
 

Metrics and Milestones:
• Create toolkits in support of housing and community development projects
• Continue to provide support broadly via the Community Technical Assistance Program



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
Fair Housing Goals

Goal 6: 
Carryout Governor’s Housing Task Force Recommendations 

Issues: 5.5: State and Local Barriers 
 

Metrics and Milestones:
• Continue to engage with the Governor’s Housing Task Force and assist to carryout recommendations 

to increase the supply of affordable and attainable housing for Montanans



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Adoption and Evaluation 
• Once finalized, the Equity Plan will be submitted to HUD. Upon 

receipt, HUD will publish the plan and make it available for a 
60-day public review period.

• After HUD accepts Montana’s Equity Plan, it will be published on 
Commerce’s website, and its fair housing goals and strategies will 
be incorporated into the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan and 
associated Annual Action Plans.

• Progress evaluations for the Equity Plan will be required 
annually after the Equity Plan is adopted.

• Before submitting its Annual Progress Evaluations for the Equity 
Plan to HUD, the State will make available to interested parties 
the proposed evaluation for a comment period of no less than 15 
calendar days.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Document Review, Engagement

• Once drafted, Equity Plan and Consolidated Plan 
documents will be available: 

• On Commerce’s website at 
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan 

• Several repositories throughout the state (see website for 
list)

• By request

• All interested parties are encouraged to review 
published documents and to participate in the 
State’s public meetings. For information about 
upcoming meetings and comment periods, visit 
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates 
and/or subscribe to Commerce’s Consolidated 
Plan email listserv.

https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan
https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates


2025-2029 Consolidated and 
Equity Plan
Commerce Contact Information
Montana Department of Commerce
301 S Park Ave Helena, MT 59601
PO Box 200523 Helena, MT 59620-0523
      
Division Administrators: Galen Steffens, Cheryl Cohen
CDBG Coordinator:  Rosie Goldich
Program Specialist:  Janelle Egli
Phone:   406-841-2770
Fax:    406-841-2771
Email:          docconplan@mt.gov 
Website: commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan   

Montana Relay 711: 
https://dphhs.mt.gov/detd/mtap/traditionalrelayservice 

mailto:DOCConPlan@mt.gov
https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan
https://dphhs.mt.gov/detd/mtap/traditionalrelayservice
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2024 Equity Plan
We Need Your Feedback!

Comments regarding the 2024 Equity Plan for affirmatively furthering fair housing are 
now being accepted.
If you have a comment and are joining via webinar, please raise your hand so 
we can unmute you. If you are joining via phone, please press *9 to indicate you 
have a comment and then press *6 to unmute/re-mute yourself.
When providing comment
• Please state and spell your name
• Please state the organization you represent (if applicable)
Written comments should be sent to the address or email below and will be accepted 
until 5 p.m. MST on Sept. 20, 2024.
Montana Department of Commerce
Community MT Division
Attn: Con Plan
PO Box 200523
Helena, MT 59620-0523
docconplan@mt.gov
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 1         The following proceedings were had and
  

 2   testimony taken:
  

 3
  

 4                    * * * * * * * * * *
  

 5
  

 6            MS. EGLI:  So, thank you, everybody who's
  

 7   joining us today.  Welcome to our public hearing
  

 8   regarding Montana's draft housing equity plan, which
  

 9   is associated with the 2025-2029 consolidated plan
  

10   for housing and community development.  We're
  

11   excited that you're joining us today and engaging in
  

12   this process.  And actually, I just remembered
  

13   something.  Give me one moment.  I need to press
  

14   record on our hearing today so that we have this
  

15   archived.  So record -- okay.  Thank you.
  

16       So welcome to our hearing.  We'll go ahead and
  

17   begin.
  

18            MS. BRACE:  Thank you, everybody, for being
  

19   here today.  My name is Megan Brace and I am a
  

20   senior advisor with community and policy advisors.
  

21   I'm working with the Montana Department of Commerce
  

22   and the Montana Department of Public Health and
  

23   Human Services in creating this fair housing equity
  

24   plan.  So what we're going to do today is we're
  

25   going to talk about this plan that we've drafted and
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 1   then collect any comments that you might have.
  

 2       Next slide, please, Janelle.
  

 3       If there were requests for reasonable
  

 4   accommodations, the Department of Commerce does make
  

 5   reasonable efforts to meet those.
  

 6       Next slide, please.
  

 7       So every five years the Department of Commerce
  

 8   is required to do a number of activities and
  

 9   planning documents in order to meet HUD's
  

10   requirements to receive HUD funds, so we'll talk
  

11   about what those are and we'll also talk a little
  

12   about the consolidated plan and what that is.  But
  

13   our overarching goal today is talking about that
  

14   equity plan.
  

15       What the consolidated plan is is a plan every
  

16   five years that helps to determine the housing and
  

17   community development needs in the state and how the
  

18   state is going to address those needs over the
  

19   course of five years.
  

20       Next slide, please.
  

21       In conjunction with that, every five years
  

22   there's a fair housing planning effort.  This year
  

23   the State is undertaking the fair housing equity
  

24   plan, and we're going to talk a lot about what that
  

25   means today.
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 1       Next slide, please.
  

 2       So under the proposed rule for the fair housing
  

 3   equity plan -- this plan, again, is every five years
  

 4   and it looks at access to housing.  It also looks at
  

 5   access to various other opportunities and economic
  

 6   opportunities as well.  And what is really does is
  

 7   helps us understand if there's any barriers to
  

 8   accessing housing or other these opportunities and
  

 9   then how the State can help mitigate those barriers
  

10   and how we can promote more equitable access to
  

11   housing throughout the state for all populations
  

12   within the state.
  

13       Next slide, please.
  

14       So throughout this process we've done quite a
  

15   bit of public participation.  I know some -- I'm
  

16   seeing some familiar names on here.  I know we've
  

17   had some of you join us before.  As we go through
  

18   this presentation some of this information might be
  

19   repeats for some of you, but we also want to make
  

20   sure that any new people joining us have this
  

21   information as well.  But we also have new
  

22   information for those who have joined us before.
  

23       But during this process we've had a number of
  

24   focus groups.  We've had a number of public
  

25   hearings.  We have had two different surveys:  The
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 1   housing and community development survey that went
  

 2   out that was more focused on the consolidated plan,
  

 3   and then we also had the fair housing survey that
  

 4   was out in May.  And I'll share some of those
  

 5   results today.  We also have a number of documents
  

 6   with former review process and comment periods that
  

 7   we'll talk about what those are as well.
  

 8       Next slide, please.
  

 9       So this consolidated plan that this equity plan
  

10   is linked to, the current objectives for the
  

11   consolidated plan are to provide decent housing,
  

12   provide suitable living environments, and to expand
  

13   economic opportunities.  The State is undertaking an
  

14   overview of the consolidated plan at this point as
  

15   well, so we're looking at these objectives and the
  

16   goals that are on next slide.
  

17       Next slide, please.
  

18       So the goals for the current consolidated plan
  

19   are to preserve and construct affordable housing, to
  

20   plan for communities, to improve and sustain public
  

21   infrastructure, revitalize local economies, and
  

22   reduce homelessness.  And these, again, are the
  

23   goals that we're looking at during this consolidated
  

24   planning process -- if these are goals that we're
  

25   going to continue to undertake or if we're going to
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 1   change them, and how we're going to fund these goals
  

 2   over the next five years.
  

 3       Next slide, please.
  

 4       So when we're talking about HUD funding, we're
  

 5   talking about four different types of funds.  We're
  

 6   talking about the Community Development and Block
  

 7   Grant, or CDBG funds.  This is the broadest funding
  

 8   source that's provided under this -- these
  

 9   categories.  It's available for housing, it's
  

10   available for public facilities, public services,
  

11   planning, economic development.  There's a very
  

12   large swath of different funding opportunities under
  

13   CDBG.
  

14       We also have Home Investment Partnership, or
  

15   Home funds.  This is really directed towards
  

16   housing.  It can be for rental or homeowner housing.
  

17   It can be for new construction or rehabilitation,
  

18   also things like home buyer assistance.
  

19       The other funding source that's available to the
  

20   State is the Federal Housing Trust Fund, and this is
  

21   very similar to the HOME funding, but it's targeted
  

22   specifically to extremely low income households.
  

23       And then the last funding source we're talking
  

24   about is the emergency solutions grant, or ESG.  And
  

25   this is targeted toward households that are
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 1   experiencing or at risk of homelessness.  And
  

 2   there's a variety of things that can be funded --
  

 3   homelessness prevention and rapid rehousing.
  

 4       Next slide, please.
  

 5       Throughout the consolidated plan process we're
  

 6   doing a number of activities and efforts to collect
  

 7   data and identify those needs, so we're looking at
  

 8   quantitative and qualitative data.  We're look at
  

 9   trends throughout the state, what's happening.
  

10   We're also talking to the public, we're talking to
  

11   various agencies and stakeholders to get input.  And
  

12   once we collect all that information, we're then
  

13   identifying priority needs and a strategy to respond
  

14   to those needs.
  

15       And then the last part of that is directing that
  

16   funding that we just talked about to those
  

17   strategies to address those needs over the course of
  

18   five years.
  

19       Next slide, please.
  

20       So once we come out of this process for the
  

21   consolidated plan we come out with different
  

22   documents throughout the cycle.  So, again, every
  

23   five years we have this consolidated plan document
  

24   that gives us our goals for five years.  Each year
  

25   from that first year we have an annual action plan,
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 1   and this really specifies activities and actions
  

 2   that will be undertaken each year to address those
  

 3   larger goals.
  

 4       After that, at the close of each year, we have a
  

 5   consolidated annual performance and evaluation
  

 6   report, or the CAPER.  And what this does is it
  

 7   looks back on the previous program year and it lets
  

 8   us decide what changes we want to make, how well
  

 9   we're succeeding at meeting those goals, and what
  

10   steps we can take to continue to meet those goals
  

11   over the remaining part of the consolidated plan.
  

12       Next slide, please.
  

13       So as I mentioned in the beginning, in
  

14   conjunction with this consolidated plan we're
  

15   creating this equity plan, and this is really chance
  

16   for us to look at housing in the state and how
  

17   households are able access to housing and if it's
  

18   equitable for all groups within the state.  This is
  

19   done every five years, roughly.  And we are
  

20   conducting this, you know, at the same time as the
  

21   consolidated plan so that it can help inform the
  

22   decisions that are made in the consolidated planning
  

23   period.
  

24       Next slide, please.
  

25       So during this process we have a number -- a set
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 1   number of public input processes that we need to do,
  

 2   and that includes at least three public hearings.
  

 3   We had two public hearings earlier this year, and
  

 4   then this is our third public hearing.  And this
  

 5   hearing has taken place after we've published the
  

 6   plan document.  I hope that you've all had a chance
  

 7   to look at that.  It's on the Department of
  

 8   Commerce's website.  We also, again, have that fair
  

 9   housing survey, and that was open from May 1st to
  

10   May 31st of this year.
  

11       Next slide, please.
  

12       Throughout this equity plan development we have
  

13   had the process of analyzing of various number of
  

14   issues to help us understand what issues are within
  

15   the state.  Excuse me.  Various number of categories
  

16   to understand what issues are within the state.  So
  

17   we're looking at demographics.  We're looking at
  

18   segregation and integration.  We're looking at
  

19   racially and ethnically concentrated areas of
  

20   poverty.  I'll explain what that is.  We're looking
  

21   to access to community assets, access to affordable
  

22   housing, access to homeownership and economic
  

23   opportunities, and then also at local and state
  

24   policies that impact fair housing.  Once we've
  

25   looked at all these different categories -- we've
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 1   had that public input, we've had that input from our
  

 2   stakeholders, we are identifying fair housing
  

 3   issues.  And at least are anything that may limit
  

 4   access to housing or limit access to these other
  

 5   opportunities in the state.
  

 6       Once we've identified those issues, we have
  

 7   developed a set of strategies and goals -- and we're
  

 8   going to talk about what those are today -- to help
  

 9   us take responsive actions to address the issues
  

10   that have been identified.
  

11       Next slide, please.
  

12       So we're going to talk about some of the data
  

13   we've collected, some of the findings that we've
  

14   had, and what that means for the state, what that
  

15   means for this fair housing process.  So I just want
  

16   to show you a map as we begin.  You know, we're
  

17   talking about the state as a whole and all that that
  

18   includes.  We're talking about the American Indian
  

19   tribal lands within the state.  We're talking about
  

20   all the counties and all the populations within the
  

21   state.
  

22       So next slide, please.
  

23       I just want to take a minute to go over some of
  

24   the demographics in the state.  Racially and
  

25   ethnically, the state is, you know, primarily white,
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 1   but we are seeing -- you know, there are racial and
  

 2   ethnic minorities, and some of those are increasing.
  

 3   The Native American population is about 6.7 percent.
  

 4   The Hispanic population has grown over the past
  

 5   couple of decades.  So we are seeing increasing
  

 6   diversity in terms of race and ethnicity in the
  

 7   state as the population in Montana is currently
  

 8   growing.
  

 9       Next slide, please.
  

10       We're also looking at disability.  So
  

11   populations with disabilities have additional issues
  

12   when accessing housing; potentially needing
  

13   accessible housing or other accommodations.  So when
  

14   we're looking at the rate of disability, we're
  

15   seeing, you know, the older populations have much
  

16   higher rates of disability.  You know, 45 percent of
  

17   those 75 or older have at least one form of
  

18   disability.
  

19       It should also be noted that we're seeing an
  

20   aging population in Montana.  The percentage of
  

21   people over the age of 65 is the fastest growing
  

22   population.  So what does that mean in terms of
  

23   abscessing housing for those populations when we're
  

24   looking at those who are seniors and those with
  

25   disabilities, and how is that being -- how are these



Transcript of Proceedings via Zoom

12

  
 1   populations accessing housing in the state.
  

 2       Next slide, please.
  

 3       So I'm going to take a few minutes and talk
  

 4   about some of these very defined HUD measures of
  

 5   accessing housing, fair housing, and accessing
  

 6   opportunities.  One of these measures that HUD
  

 7   defines is segregation, and this is in the form of
  

 8   the dissimilarity index.  How this is found is
  

 9   through a mathematical formula that HUD gives us
  

10   that we can look at physical geographic area and if
  

11   one racial of ethnic group is concentrated in areas
  

12   versus the white population.
  

13       So we are seeing -- you know, there's four
  

14   different bars here, 1990 all the way up to the
  

15   current trend.  The most significant segregation
  

16   that we're seeing is between white and nonwhite
  

17   population.  Now, as you can see here, the other
  

18   categories are only, you know, black and white,
  

19   Hispanic and white, and Asian/Pacific Islander and
  

20   white, which doesn't capture a lot of, you know, the
  

21   primary racial and ethnic minority in Montana, which
  

22   is that American Indian population.  So when we're
  

23   seeing that white and nonwhite rates of segregation,
  

24   we're really looking at higher rates of segregation
  

25   for the American Indian population, and we'll talk
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 1   about that in a minute when we look at a map as
  

 2   well.
  

 3       But in the current rates we're seeing moderate
  

 4   levels of segregation for the white to nonwhite
  

 5   segregation currently.
  

 6       Next slide, please.
  

 7       So when we're talking about, you know,
  

 8   segregation and higher rates of racial and ethnic
  

 9   what we're also looking at is if any of these areas
  

10   that have these higher rates of racial or ethnic
  

11   minorities are also experiencing higher rates of
  

12   poverty.  Ad if they are, then they are considered
  

13   racially or ethnically concentrated areas of
  

14   poverty.  And what this means for -- you know, in
  

15   terms of the math of it, is if there's at least a
  

16   40 percent poverty rate in that area and at least 50
  

17   percent nonwhite racial or ethnic minority, it's
  

18   considered to be racially or ethnically concentrated
  

19   area of poverty, or a R/ECAP.  And what we really
  

20   look at in this areas is if there's need for
  

21   additional supports to help equitable access to
  

22   housing or opportunities that we'll talk about in a
  

23   minute.
  

24       So in Montana we have four different counties
  

25   that is these R/ECAPs.  These also align with areas
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 1   with higher rates of American Indian/Native American
  

 2   populations.
  

 3       Next slide, please.
  

 4       As you can see in this map as well.  So these
  

 5   areas that we just saw with the pink outlines, those
  

 6   are racially or ethnically concentrated areas of
  

 7   poverty, and these also overlay with those areas
  

 8   that have the highest rate of American Indian/Native
  

 9   American households.  So we're looking at these not
  

10   only, you know, with these areas with these higher
  

11   rates of minority populations, but also the fact
  

12   that they are experiencing poverty at a much higher
  

13   rate than the general population as well.
  

14       Next slide, please.
  

15       Another part of this is that we're looking at
  

16   access to opportunity.  And what that means is a
  

17   variety of different measures of how physical
  

18   locations access opportunity.  So this can be low
  

19   poverty areas, this can be proficient schools,
  

20   access to jobs and access to transportation, as well
  

21   as access to environmental health.  And what we
  

22   really look at when we're looking at these numbers
  

23   is any disparities by racial or ethnic group to
  

24   the -- you know, the average that we're seeing
  

25   across the state as a whole.  So when we look at
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 1   something like environmental health, everybody in
  

 2   Montana is, by race and ethnicity, pretty equally
  

 3   situated to access a high level of environmental
  

 4   health.  But when we're looking at some of these
  

 5   other measures -- if we're looking at school
  

 6   proficiency or labor market engagement -- we're
  

 7   seeing that Native American populations have much
  

 8   lower level of access to these opportunities based
  

 9   on their geographic location within the state.
  

10       Next slide, please.
  

11       What we're also looking at is access to housing,
  

12   if it's affordable to people and at what rate people
  

13   are experiencing cost burdens and housing problems.
  

14   So when -- I'm going to talk about cost burdens for
  

15   this slide and the next one as well, and to define a
  

16   cost burden, it means that your household is
  

17   spending more than 30 percent of your income on
  

18   housing.  And if you have a severe cost burden,
  

19   you're spending more than 50 percent of your income
  

20   on housing.  In this map we're showing housing
  

21   problems overall, which include those cost burdens
  

22   and also include overcrowding, incomplete plumbing
  

23   fixtures or incomplete kitchen fixtures.  The
  

24   darkest green areas are the highest rate of any
  

25   households experiencing those problems.  But
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 1   primarily we're really talking about cost burdens
  

 2   because those are experienced at much higher rates.
  

 3       I would encourage you, if you haven't, to look
  

 4   at the equity plan itself because we do break down
  

 5   the rate of cost burden, excuse me, by county.  So
  

 6   you can look at the percentage of households in your
  

 7   county that are experiencing cost burdens and severe
  

 8   cost burdens.  But this gives us a good look at
  

 9   where in the state we're seeing those highest rates
  

10   of issues the for households.
  

11       Next slide, please.
  

12       We also have rates of cost burdens that vary by
  

13   renter and owner households.  Renter households,
  

14   over 38 percent of them, experience either a cost
  

15   burden or a severe cost burden.  Over 20 percent of
  

16   owner households experience that as well.  So we're
  

17   really, you know, focused on renters with severe
  

18   cost burdens.  18 percent of household -- renter
  

19   households in the state are experiencing those
  

20   severe cost burdens, so they're spending more than
  

21   50 percent of their household income on housing.
  

22       Next slide, please.
  

23       We're also looking at access to homeownership
  

24   and how most households access homeownership is
  

25   through a mortgage.  So we look at the mortgage
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 1   denial rates overall and we look at that also how it
  

 2   just compares by race and ethnicity.  In 2022 about
  

 3   13.1 percent of mortgages were denied.  I do want to
  

 4   note, first of all, that this comes from the Home
  

 5   Mortgage Disclosure Act data, and then the data that
  

 6   we're pulling here is only for owner-occupied
  

 7   housing and primary residences.  So this doesn't
  

 8   include, you know, second homes or vacation homes or
  

 9   if people are buying houses to then rent out.  So
  

10   13.1 percent of that population is having their
  

11   mortgage denied.  But when we look by race and
  

12   ethnicity, various racial and ethnic groups
  

13   experience this at a higher rate.  Native Hawaiian
  

14   and other Pacific Islanders, it's a 26 percent in
  

15   2022.  Two or more races at 42 percent, but that was
  

16   a very small pocket of population, and in past years
  

17   that's been, you know, a much lower rate.  But what
  

18   we are seeing, again, is with American Indian or
  

19   Alaskan Native households, that the rate is almost
  

20   double, the denial rate for the statewide average
  

21   each year.  So in 2022 it's over 26 percent versus
  

22   the 13 percent for the total.  And again, in 2021 it
  

23   was at 16 percent versus the nine percent.  So
  

24   that's something that we're looking at as an
  

25   additional barrier for these racial and ethnic
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 1   minority households and if there's disparity in
  

 2   accessing mortgages to access homeownership.
  

 3       Next slide, please.
  

 4       So when we're talking about accessing housing,
  

 5   we're talking about accessing opportunities, we also
  

 6   need to look at incomes.  And, you know, this is
  

 7   just one measure -- we're also looking at median
  

 8   income -- but the rate of poverty throughout the
  

 9   state and what that is.  So overall the rate of
  

10   poverty was about 12 percent in 2022.  But by race
  

11   and ethnicity, this varies widely.  Again, American
  

12   Indian and Alaska Native households, the rate of
  

13   poverty was over 35 percent.  And for Hispanic or
  

14   Latino households, it was at 17 percent.  So we are
  

15   seeing disparities by race and ethnicity within the
  

16   state in rates of poverty.
  

17       We also see disparities in rates of poverty for
  

18   households with disabilities.  Households without
  

19   any disabilities, the rate of poverty is about --
  

20   but a household that has a disability, it's about
  

21   19.1 percent.  So, again, how these households are
  

22   accessing housing and opportunities, including the
  

23   economic opportunities needed to access things like
  

24   housing.
  

25       Next slide, please.
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 1       So as I mentioned earlier, we had the fair
  

 2   housing survey that was out during May, and we got
  

 3   some good results from that.  I just wanted to share
  

 4   a couple quickly.  We asked respondents if they were
  

 5   aware of fair housing laws in Montana.  We got a
  

 6   little less than half that said they were.  Around a
  

 7   quarter, less than a quarter, that said no.  And
  

 8   then somewhat -- so, you know, it's -- we'd like to
  

 9   see more people in Montana that are aware of fair
  

10   housing laws, but those numbers aren't too bad.
  

11       We also asked if you're aware of any policies to
  

12   promote affordable housing development in your
  

13   communities.  So we had, you know, more than half of
  

14   the respondents indicate that they were aware of
  

15   policies to promote affordable housing development
  

16   in their representative communities.
  

17       Next slide, please.
  

18       So I've just given you all a lot of information.
  

19   And, again, I will encourage you to read through the
  

20   report and you can look at all the additional data
  

21   we've collected to get an understanding of how we're
  

22   coming to these issues.  But I did want to give you
  

23   an idea of how we're developing these issues, where
  

24   we're getting this information from, and how we
  

25   defined fair housing issues for Montana.  So the
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 1   next couple slides I'm going to talk about the
  

 2   issues that were identified.  Each issue may have a
  

 3   number of, you know, sub-issues underneath them.
  

 4   And then once we get to it, we'll talk about goals,
  

 5   and each of these goals are then associated with
  

 6   some of these issues.  So it really comes full
  

 7   circle of we're looking at the information, we're --
  

 8   we're analyzing it and finding where there's
  

 9   disparities in access, and then we are addressing
  

10   those within our capabilities and resources to help
  

11   promote more equitable access to housing.
  

12       So the first issue identified was barriers for
  

13   American Indian households to access housing and
  

14   community assets.  So I think we saw a lot of that,
  

15   you know, through this presentation as we were
  

16   talking about what that means.  So that includes
  

17   disproportionately less access to mortgages for
  

18   American Indian households, disproportionately
  

19   higher rates of poverty, lower levels of access to
  

20   community assets.  That's, again, things such as
  

21   proficient schools and labor market engagement and
  

22   transportation.  And then also R/ECAPs occur in
  

23   communities with American Indian poverty.  Again, we
  

24   saw on that map those areas R/ECAPS are those areas
  

25   with the highest concentrations of American Indian
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 1   populations.
  

 2       The second issue is barriers for low income
  

 3   household accessing housing.  You know, those costs
  

 4   burdens.  I didn't share the table today, but it's
  

 5   over 70 percent of the lowest income households
  

 6   experience cost burdens.  So really our low-income
  

 7   households are facing barriers to accessing housing
  

 8   throughout the state.
  

 9       Issue 3 is barriers for renter households
  

10   accessing housing.  Again, looking at that higher
  

11   rate of cost burdens for those renter households
  

12   throughout the state as well.
  

13       Next slide, please.
  

14       The fourth issue that we've noted in this plan
  

15   is barriers for senior and households with
  

16   disabilities accessing housing.  Again, as we talked
  

17   about, you know, that growing senior population, the
  

18   rate of disabilities for those with -- at the higher
  

19   age ranges.  We had a lot of public input from
  

20   people who have joined us in these various processes
  

21   really demonstrating the need for households with
  

22   disabilities and increasing levels of difficulty
  

23   accessing housing.
  

24       On the fifth -- the fifth issue, excuse me, is
  

25   barriers to providing adequate community support.
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 1   So throughout this process we've heard time and time
  

 2   again about lack of resources -- not only lack of
  

 3   funding, but also lack of the knowledge to complete
  

 4   resources to help their communities.  We also have a
  

 5   lack of federal-level data.  We noted in this
  

 6   presentation one instance of that for the
  

 7   dissimilarity index.  We don't have that
  

 8   specifically for Native American households.  So
  

 9   communities with, you know, higher populations of
  

10   American Indian households, and sometimes that
  

11   federal-level data is not provided in support of
  

12   that when we have it for other racial and ethnic
  

13   groups.  Other instances of that as well.  But the
  

14   lack of federal-level data to really support the
  

15   efforts that the State is taking.
  

16       Lack of fair housing knowledge.  You know, we
  

17   talked about that survey and how we'd like to have
  

18   more people be aware of federal and state fair
  

19   housing laws, and also their own rights in accessing
  

20   housing and what -- what to do if they're being
  

21   discriminated against.
  

22       We also have institutional barriers.  So this
  

23   can be things such as lack of knowledge or lack of
  

24   resources or other barriers to accessing funding and
  

25   other resources throughout the state.  We also have
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 1   state and local barriers.  These are things such as,
  

 2   you know, maybe lack of promotion of fair -- or,
  

 3   excuse me, affordable housing, maybe zoning, maybe
  

 4   other state or local initiatives that don't promote
  

 5   additional housing when it's needed throughout the
  

 6   state.
  

 7       Next slide, please.
  

 8       What I'm going to talk about the next few
  

 9   slides -- and then I may pass it back to Janelle
  

10   after that -- is the goals, about how we're going to
  

11   address this over five years.  So these goals are
  

12   really a culmination of efforts between the
  

13   Department of Commerce, the Department of Public
  

14   Health and Human Services, as well as outside
  

15   agencies that have come together with us to help
  

16   decide how we can address this, what we can do
  

17   within our capacity and within the resources that we
  

18   have.  So the first goal is to expand fair housing
  

19   outreach and education.  And this helps address a
  

20   couple of those issues such as lack of fair housing
  

21   knowledge and the state and local barriers.
  

22       Each of these goals has metrics and milestones.
  

23   So we want to make sure that we can see our progress
  

24   throughout these five years.  How we can measure
  

25   success and what are very specific goals.  So the
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 1   metrics and milestones for this goal is to
  

 2   distribute the fair housing equity plan -- that's
  

 3   the one we're developing -- to stakeholders so that
  

 4   that knowledge can spread and utilized in other
  

 5   planning efforts as well.  To partner with Montana
  

 6   Fair Housing and to share the fair housing equity
  

 7   plan with advocates and legislators, especially
  

 8   during the 2025 legislative session.
  

 9       Next slide, please.
  

10       The next goal is to increase fair housing
  

11   coordination.  And as you can see, this addresses a
  

12   lot of the issues that we talked about.  But the
  

13   metrics and milestones for is to convene interagency
  

14   workgroups to assess equity needs and to continue
  

15   this collaboration, examine poverty strategies and
  

16   identify any underutilized or new resources that can
  

17   be used for housing and community development.  So
  

18   really increasing those partnerships and
  

19   coordination to help better access housing
  

20   throughout the state.
  

21       Next slide, please.
  

22       The third goal is to reduce barriers for Native
  

23   American households and communities.  This, again,
  

24   addresses a lot of those issues that we talked about
  

25   before.  This is -- the metrics and milestones for
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 1   this are to continue to partner with NeighborWorks
  

 2   Montana in support of home buyer education, continue
  

 3   to participate with Montana Native Homeownership
  

 4   Coalition, providing technical assistance to
  

 5   providers and developers in those R/ECAP areas that
  

 6   we talked about, and then continue to call attention
  

 7   to information gaps in the federal-level data and
  

 8   engaging with federal partners to share new
  

 9   resources as they do become available.
  

10       Next slide, please.
  

11       The fourth goal is to support housing and
  

12   community development -- excuse me; I just lost the
  

13   screen here -- for -- excuse me, support housing and
  

14   community development for priority areas and
  

15   populations.  So this is addressing a number of the
  

16   issues, as this will prioritize funding for housing
  

17   and community development that benefits those
  

18   populations that are disproportionately impacted or
  

19   otherwise underserved or have high rates of poverty.
  

20   So really trying to target these areas with
  

21   additional support.
  

22       Next slide, please.
  

23       Goal Number 5 is to fulfill the capacity of
  

24   partners and developers of housing and community
  

25   assets.  And this will be accomplished through the
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 1   creation of toolkits to support housing and
  

 2   community development projects, and to continue to
  

 3   provide support broadly via the Community Technical
  

 4   Assistance Program.
  

 5       Next slide, please.
  

 6       And then Goal Number 6 is to carry out the
  

 7   governor's housing task force recommendations.  So
  

 8   this is continuing to engage with the governor's
  

 9   housing task force and assist carrying out
  

10   recommendations that help increase the supply of
  

11   affordable and attainable housing for Montanans.
  

12       Next slide, please.
  

13       So we've gone through a lot of information
  

14   today.  I'm going to, you know, say it again -- I've
  

15   said it multiple times -- I really encourage you to
  

16   look at the plan if you haven't already.  Once this
  

17   plan has been finalized, which is coming up in a few
  

18   days, we will be submitting it to HUD.  So if you do
  

19   have comments, you know, we'll take it at the end of
  

20   this meeting or Janelle will let you know how you
  

21   can share those.  But the plan is available online.
  

22       After this, the plan is adopted.  The State will
  

23   review it every year for any changes that need to be
  

24   made.
  

25       Next slide, please.
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 1       So the Commerce website where the plan is
  

 2   available is here, it's
  

 3   commerce.mt.gov/consolidated-plan.  And it's also
  

 4   available at repositories throughout the state or by
  

 5   request.  All interested parties are encouraged to
  

 6   review the document.
  

 7       And then I'm going to hand this over to Janelle
  

 8   and let her talk about how you can provide those
  

 9   comments.
  

10            MS. EGLI:  Thank you so much, Megan.  As
  

11   everybody can see, there was a lot work done in
  

12   order to get us to the point where we have a drafted
  

13   equity plan.  There was lots of data that was combed
  

14   through, and then all the -- all the work that went
  

15   into that.  We just want to give a nod to Megan and
  

16   her group for their assistance with this.  We really
  

17   appreciate all their efforts in guiding us through
  

18   this process.
  

19       So we will go ahead and move towards our final
  

20   call for public engagement.  I'll start by sharing
  

21   Commerce's contact information.  So if you have
  

22   questions or if you wish to provide a written
  

23   comment, our contact information is here.  We're at
  

24   the Montana Department of Commerce, 301 South Park
  

25   Avenue, Helena, Montana 59601.  We also have a P.O.
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 1   box:  P.O. Box 200523, Helena, Montana 59620.  We
  

 2   have two division administrators that are over the
  

 3   consolidated plan.  You can reach out to Galen
  

 4   Steffens or to Cheryl Cohen.  Our CDBG coordinator,
  

 5   who can assist with questions, is Rosie Goldich.
  

 6   And I, Janelle Egli, am the program specialist who
  

 7   can help you as well.  Our phone number is
  

 8   (406)841-2770.  Our fax is (406)841-2771.  You can
  

 9   reach us via email at docconplan@mt.gov.  And of
  

10   course all of our updates and our documents are
  

11   available on our website, which is
  

12   commerce.mt.gov/consolidated-plan.
  

13       And for those that would need to use the Montana
  

14   Relay, we have our link available here.  That's
  

15   https://dphhs.mt.gov/detd/mtap/traditionalrelay
  

16   service.  Thank you for your patience on that one.
  

17       Okay.  And then our partners at DPHHS are
  

18   available at 1400 Carter Drive in Helena, Montana
  

19   59601.  Their P.O. box is P.O. Box 202956, and
  

20   that's Helena, Montana 59620.  The administrator
  

21   that you can reach out to is Chappell Smith.  The
  

22   bureau chief that's available at DPHHS is Sara
  

23   Loewen.  Their phone number (406)447-4265.  Their
  

24   fax is (406)447-4287.  And the website that you can
  

25   visit is www.dphhs.mt.gov.  And they are also
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 1   available at the Montana Relay, same address that we
  

 2   provided earlier.
  

 3       Okay.  So we are going to move into our portion
  

 4   of the hearing where we open up the forum to allow
  

 5   the public to provide verbal comments.  And then
  

 6   after we do that, we'll go ahead and share the
  

 7   information with you for how to provide written
  

 8   comments after this hearing if that's of interest to
  

 9   you.
  

10       So comments regarding the 2024 equity plan for
  

11   affirmatively furthering fair housing are now being
  

12   accepted.  If you have a comment and are joining via
  

13   webinar, you can raise your hand so we can unmute
  

14   you.  If you are joining via phone, you can press
  

15   star-9 to indicate you have a comment, and then
  

16   press star-6 to unmute and then remute yourself.  So
  

17   that's star-9 to indicate you have a comment and
  

18   star-6 to unmute/remute if you're joining via phone.
  

19       When providing a comment, please be sure to
  

20   state and spell your name.  Please also state the
  

21   organization you represent, if that's applicable.
  

22       And with that, we'll go ahead and open up the
  

23   floor to those who wish to provide comments.  And
  

24   I'm going to ask my colleagues to assist me with
  

25   identifying hands that are being raised, because it
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 1   looks like I'm not able to see that with my screen
  

 2   being shared.
  

 3            FEMALE VOICE:  There are no hands raised at
  

 4   this time.
  

 5            MS. EGLI:  Well, I will say I'm not super
  

 6   surprised because we got an awful lot of input at
  

 7   the beginning of this process.  And so maybe that's
  

 8   part of the reason we're not seeing a lot of hands
  

 9   raised right now.
  

10       We'll just give a couple more minutes for folks
  

11   to raise their hands if they want to share a comment
  

12   for the record and then we can move on to sharing
  

13   instructions for how to provide written comments.
  

14       Okay.  Hearing no comments, we'll go ahead and
  

15   share the information for providing written
  

16   comments.  So if you are interested in providing us
  

17   with some feedback, if you see any issues with the
  

18   plan that we have, if you'd like to comment on our
  

19   proposed goals, we, of course, welcome all of that.
  

20   Written comments should be sent to the addresses
  

21   that were provided previously or the address listed
  

22   here on this slide.  We will be accepting comments
  

23   until September 20th at 5:00 o'clock p.m. Mountain
  

24   Standard Time.  So please note that if you wish to
  

25   share written comments, you'll need to provide that
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 1   to us before the 20th -- well, on the 20th by
  

 2   5:00 p.m.  Our address once again is the Montana
  

 3   Department of Commerce, Community MT division,
  

 4   attention:  Con Plan, P.O. Box 2000523, Helena,
  

 5   Montana 56920.  And our email address, which is an
  

 6   easy way to submit a comment, is docconplan@mt.gov.
  

 7       So I will just once again say thank you to
  

 8   everybody who joined us today.  We encourage you to
  

 9   share the plan with your colleagues and other
  

10   stakeholders of housing and community development in
  

11   Montana.  We hope that we'll be able to use this
  

12   plan to reach our goals of affirmative furthering
  

13   fair housing in Montana, and of course the input
  

14   that we receive from you will help us do that.  So
  

15   thank you so much.  Thank you again to Megan.  And
  

16   we can go ahead and wrap up.
  

17       Thank you, everybody.
  

18            (Proceedings concluded at 10:44 a.m.)
  

19                           -----
  

20
  

21
  

22
  

23
  

24
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 1                   C E R T I F I C A T E
  

 2
  

 3
  

 4   STATE OF MONTANA            )
                             ss.

 5   COUNTY OF LEWIS AND CLARK   )
  

 6
  

 7         I, HOLLY FOX, Freelance Court Reporter and a
  

 8   Notary Public for the State of Montana, do hereby
  

 9   certify that I did report the foregoing
  

10   proceedings.
  

11         IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand and
  

12   seal on this 16th day of September, 2024.
  

13
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15
  

16
  

17
  

18
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Focus Groups 

May 23, 2024: ESG Roundtable
June 12, 2024: Multifamily Housing
June 13, 2024: Homelessness
June 19, 2024: Housing and Community Needs
June 20, 2024: Rural Housing
June 25, 2024: Single-Family Housing
July 2, 2024: Housing Development







Notes from ESG Focus Group, May 23, 2024, Missoula Public Library. 
 
1. Describe the first time you were aware that inequity in housing existed. 

- Living in a very rural community, thought homelessness was a big city issue. Seven to eight 
years ago, started noticing it in Montana’s larger towns – in parks, on streets, etc.  Then 
suddenly it became evident and now seeing signs of the issue in small towns as well. 

- Working in it has changed perspective – not just a city issue.  Learned it’s not that the person 
is bad; there’s just not enough home. 

- Cut Bank is a pioneer community and there were often a couple of folks without homes, 
now there are several. 

- Working in public health for 25 years.  Didn’t know about the lack of resources available to 
finance housing.  There unequal opportunities to access some services, particularly outside 
of largest towns. 

- Saw discrimination by race and Section 8 voucher holders.  In rural communities, gaining 
trust is critical.  Housing is solution based here – it’s do-able. 

- Learned as a kid that the “other side of the tracks” was not safe – that’s where the 
subsidized housing was and not where the high-end neighborhoods were.  Native American 
towns were segregated.  Learned the definition of project and what that meant. Now it 
seems the housing/construction resources are going to build for visitors/tourists leaving 
nowhere for service industry workers, seasonal workers.  There is a lack of health care 
available to everyone. 

 
2. Has working to address housing and community needs changed your perspective on Montana’s 

current housing situation?  If so, how? 
- Need mental health and co-occurring group homes. 
- Need housing. 
- Need even more than permanent supportive housing. 
- Need acute care housing – short-term supportive housing. 
- A lot more seniors are becoming homeless. 
- Mental Health Centers have closed their acute care programs. 
- Very little discharge planning from state hospital. 
- Those who “owe HUD’ don’t have options – tend to create their own group homes. 

 
3. Which decision-makers have the most impact on your work with low- and moderate-income 

individuals?  What do you want them to know about your work? 
- Majority want the problem of homelessness to be fixed but won’t put resources together to 

solve the problem – there is always a lot of public push back. 
- Paperwork is just horrid. 
- Fair Market Rents set by HUD are an issue – too low to encourage participation by landlords. 
- Income limits – striking the balance b/w being low-income and demonstrating they can pay 

rent going forward – this requirement with ESG is a barrier. 
 
4. If you could change one policy or practice that affects housing, economic and/or community 

development, what would it be? 
- Get rid of 30% income limits and FMR limits.  Households with 50% AMI are much easier to 

reach. 
- Cut down on attitude of suspicion.  Need to get away from making folks prove they’re the 

“deserving poor”. 



- Focus on who needs services v those who would be taking advantage of or exploiting the 
program. 

- If a household qualifies for one program, they should qualify for all programs.  This would 
allow case managers to focus on things other than helping complete applications. 

- Application fees, late fees, background checks and credit checks all put up barriers for 
persons looking for housing options. 

 



Multifamily Housing Focus Group Notes 
June 12, 2024 
 
Attendees 
 

• Andrew Chanania, Northfork Development 
• Chandler Rowling, Montana Department of Commerce 
• Jake Clark, Great Falls Development Alliance 
• Janelle Egli, Montana Department of Commerce 
• Jen Stepleton, Montana Department of Commerce 
• Jim McGrath, Missoula Housing Authority 
• Lila Fleishman, HRDC 9 Bozeman 
• Marney McCleary, Rural Community Assistance Corporation 
• Michael O’Neil, Helena Housing Authority 
• Sharon Loftus, Montana Department of Commerce 

 
Notes 
 

• Unit production is a need. More places for people to live is critical. We need to increase 
supply at all levels of the market. All product types, all price points. Increases in market rate 
production will ultimately support access to subsidized or affordable options.  

• In Great Falls, somewhere between 400 and 600 units are needed. Although development 
has increased, demand has outpaced it.  

• In the Flathead, the number of private units available on the market has increased. They are 
being marketed as affordable, but they are not. They are costing much more than 30% of 
They’re not communities. Children don’t have space to play.   

• We are not building communities. We need more of a focus on designing for community. We 
need to have thoughtful conversations about types of units, trauma-informed design, 
amenities to include in projects, etc. 

• There’s a lack of subsidy for low-income housing. We need more resources to provide 
homes to low-income households, the homeless. 

• We’re waiting for the re-structuring of vouchers.  They are underutilized and should be 
reallocated. Vouchers are not being used because fair market rents don’t align with actual 
rents. We’re working on a fair market rent re-evaluation statewide. Montana is currently 
relying on Census data, which is not capturing more recent rent increases in the market.  

• We’re facing barriers due to zoning changes. Developers are getting squeezed because of 
impacts from private development. 

• People with the lowest incomes have the highest consequences. Those with special needs 
such as the elderly and those with disabilities or fixed incomes or one income are at a real 
disadvantage. 

• Increases in rent correlate with increases in homelessness.  
• There has been a shift in public sentiment about homelessness.  
• We’re seeing impacts from post-pandemic growth.  
• Housing Choice Vouchers – cannot project-base vouchers. Doing so would be really 

beneficial, especially around supportive housing.  
• We need to leverage our resources. For example, the Housing Trust Fund needs project-

based vouchers to work. 



• Montana is one of the few states where there is not a state stake in the game. We need 
state-supported vouchers, a state tax credit, etc.  

• We need resources of all kinds! We’re in a housing emergency! Our tax credit allocations 
have not increased. Other funding is falling short.  

• TIF is at risk. This has been an important tool for development.  
• We need to look at ways to streamline development and monitoring under these federal 

programs. One protocol for all funding sources. Overlaying activities. Tax credits are the 
most challenging. Property managers are accommodating 4-6 inspections per year. That’s a 
lot. It would be helpful to solve for flexibility.  

• There’s a compliance capacity issue at the local level. We want projects to be successful 
beyond development. Property management is a heavy lift for some communities. For 
example, onsite managers are not always a possibility.  

• Under the plan, we need explicit priority for production and preservation of housing. 
• CDBG grants can be open for a long time. We need more flexibility to get more CDBG 

projects in the pipeline. 
• We need to increase the amount of CDBG funds available for housing. We need to increase 

the $750,000 cap. This would help with administrative burdens of the program. Focus on 
project needs and do a subsidy layering analysis (similar to HOME and HTF) to determine 
investment. This would allow for a greater focus on larger projects, which have a big impact 
and allow developers to leverage additional (non-assisted) units. A prioritization of larger 
projects is recommended. 

• Homelessness is a housing problem. We cannot solve homelessness through shelters. 
• There’s an economy of scale in small towns. It’s very challenging to develop large projects in 

smaller areas. Balancing cost and benefit is difficult. Also, larger designs don’t always serve 
residents well. 



Homelessness Focus Group Notes 
June 13, 2024 
 
Attendees 
 

• Carrie Matter, Great Falls Rescue Mission 
• Carrie Steere, Good Samaritan Ministries 
• Dani Hess, Montana Coalition to Solve Homelessness 
• Janelle Egli, Montana Department of Commerce 
• Joanna King, Montana Rescue Mission 
• Julianna Campbell, Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services 
• Kayla Morris, St. Peter’s Health 
• Sandi Filipowicz, YWCA Great Falls 
• Teresa Ortega, Good Samaritan Ministries 

 
Notes 
 

• Housing options are inadequate. Units available to low-income households are often 
unsanitary, unsafe. More accessible units are needed.  

• Housing discrimination happens. One individual was told she was denied housing because 
she was native. 

• Housing issues are trickling down. People in higher income brackets are renting units that 
were previously priced for and available to lower income households. 

• There’s a lack of wraparound services available to those who need them. Mental health is a 
persistent need in many communities. 

• It’s difficult to break the cycle of homelessness. People need tools to exit. 
• Homelessness is not just a city problem but also a rural problem. 
• Different types of shelter options are needed. Dormitory settings are not always 

appropriate. Individuals with severe mental illness and very intense needs don’t do well in 
communal living. 

• Some groups are overrepresented in the homelessness population. For example, native, 
elderly, and disabled households are seeking services in higher proportion relative to 
others. 

• The statewide housing market is contributing to homelessness. Without an adequate 
supply and with rents and home prices surging, many are at increased risk of experiencing 
homelessness. We need more low-income housing development. 

• Units are no longer available for Section 8 Voucher holders. 
• Housing is a struggle across the spectrum. Not just an issue for lower wage earners. Many 

service providers in healthcare, housing, etc., are currently unable to secure stable housing. 
If we want to keep service providers and those in the wider service industry in our 
communities, we need to raise wages and provide more affordable housing options. 

• We need dedicated buildings for permanent supportive housing. 
• We need to address barriers to expanding shelter services. Economic development and 

downtown revitalization needs must be balanced with the needs of those at risk of or 
experiencing homelessness. 



• Services could be more proactive than reactive. Providers see homeless individuals 
deteriorate when they lose services. It often takes a major mental or physical health issue 
presenting before proper intervention is provided. 

• Rent controls are needed. We should cap what can be charged for certain units. This would 
ensure housing affordability and reduce homelessness. 

• Homelessness issues are systemic. We can’t address them piecemeal. It takes concerted 
effort at the local, state, and federal levels. We should revisit economic and housing 
policies, assess funding streams. We should work across healthcare and programs like 
Medicaid, programs like those offered through HUD – these are really important in 
supporting local communities and making meaningful change. 

• Infancy is when a person is most likely to enter homeless services. This is because the 
arrival of a baby means more expenses for families and can also equate to lower income for 
families as parents prioritize reproductive labor over productive labor. Childcare services 
for lower income households would help keep families working and out of shelters. 

• In many states if you are homeless, you automatically get Medicaid. This would be great to 
see in Montana. Medicaid is vital to those experiencing homelessness and vital for service 
providers seeking to serve the homeless population. 

• We need a state low-income housing tax credit. This could double our capacity for 
addressing housing and homelessness needs statewide. 

• Funding for ESG is very limited and, thus, so is the impact of ESG services. ESG is currently 
used in combination with other funding sources. With more funding, we could do more. 



Housing and Community Special Needs Focus Group Notes 
June 19, 2024 
 
Attendees 
 

• Cari Yturri, Family Promise 
• Cheyenne Loney, Many Rivers Health 
• Gina Boesdorfer, The Friendship Center 
• Greg Grosenick, Family Promise Great Falls 
• Jacy Widhalm, Reach, Inc. 
• Janelle Egli, Montana Department of Commerce 
• Julie Flynn, Montana Department of Commerce 
• Rosie Goldich, Montana Department of Commerce 
• Tori Stotts, The Friendship Center 

 
Notes 
 

• We need more funding, more resources. 
• There is a lack of inventory. It’s really challenging to find an affordable place to live for 

clients. 
• There are not enough vouchers. Wait lists are long, 6-8 months or more to get a voucher. 

Vouchers are underutilized due to high rents in the market and restrictions on voucher 
payments. 

• We need money to purchase or remodel housing. Especially for households with adults with 
disabilities, many of whom are low-income and/or elderly. 

• Additional requirements are needed to serve households with disabilities. Spaces must be 
accessible. Housing must be proximal to hospitals.  

• Money should provide benefits without being too restrictive. There are concerns over BABA 
regulations.  

• Landlords don’t seem to want to rent to vulnerable populations (e.g., tenants with mental 
illness). This makes housing high-needs households very difficult.  

• In the case of Great Falls, Family Promise rather than the resident is the tenant in order to 
get housing secured. This is one way to overcome landlord reluctance to rent to households 
with bad debt, bad rental history, etc. Can help families build good references. Takes some 
burden off of landlords but is pricey for the organization serving as tenant. 

• The price of renting is up 30-50% in the Great Falls area. We’re at the point where money is 
not the only solution. City zoning is too strict. Where you can build and what you can do is 
very limited. Changes to zoning would be really helpful. 

• In regards to basic needs (e.g., food, clothing), we’re doing a pretty good job providing 
services. 

• We need more shelter. We have so many folks moving to or moving back to Great Falls. We 
don’t have beds for them. Our emergency shelters are full. We can’t even make referrals. 
The best we can do is put them up in a motel for time. It’s not fixing anything and it’s 
expensive. 

• We need to provide incentives and assurances for landlords to encourage voucher 
utilization. 



• Education about voucher programs is needed broadly. Do people know how many vouchers 
are available? Is there something different that we should be doing to get vouchers out to 
eligible households? Or to increase the number of vouchers available if there are not 
enough to meet current need? 

• HUD programs are confusing. It takes careful planning to access HUD funds. This is hard for 
small communities with low capacity. 

• HUD program subsidy amounts are too low to justify the regulations and requirements that 
accompany the dollars. Communities can spend as much managing a grant as they receive 
in grant funds. Lots of paperwork. 

• Matching requirements can be difficult. 
• Reliable funding decreases are a concern. Lack of significant and relatively unrestricted 

multi-year funding broadly is challenging. We get funds and we’re immediately trying to 
figure out how to fund the next year. We need to get out of a reactive mode and be more 
proactive. Survival state as organization. 

• Lack of broad, holistic community services is intersected significantly with housing. It 
creates a cyclical issue. If you don’t have substantial healthcare, it makes it hard to sustain 
employment, which makes it hard to sustain housing, and so on and so forth.  

• In domestic violence and sexual assault field, we’re seeing significant cuts to funding 
sources. Gives us challenges immediately and concern for the future.  

• Group homes need remodeling. No options to relocate residents. (Note grant funds can be 
used for relocation and that when housing inventory is short, hotels may be considered. 
Relocation is challenging but creative solutions are possible.) 

• We need housing. It needs to be a priority. It’s critical. 
• Two things are needed in local economies: Need decent housing for workers and good 

school systems for families. 
• It’s so hard to communicate the need for housing and services with the public. It’s worth the 

money and the investment of time and resources. We’re paying more to deal with issues on 
the back end, and we’re having undesirable outcomes. We pay one way or the other. 

• Getting information out is important. Better messaging is important.  
• The CoC is a good source of information. Are there others? Any way to make it easier for 

nonprofits to discover and access grant opportunities? 
• Can’t go at it alone. Partnering with other organizations is key. Not enough funding and 

donations. Having 2-3 affiliates that are ready to support your projects is really important. 



Rural Housing Focus Group Notes 
June 20, 2024 
 
Attendees 
 

• Janelle Egli, Montana Department of Commerce 
• Jen Stepleton, Montana Department of Commerce 
• Julie Flynn, Montana Department of Commerce 
• Julles Engel, Montana Department of Commerce 
• Rosie Goldich, Montana Department of Commerce 
• Ruth Burke, HRC XI 

 
Notes 
 

• The Bitterroot Affordable Housing Coalition is undertaking good, collaborative work on the 
local level. Diverse group (similar to what you might see in a Continuum of Care group). City 
staff are involved. County Commissioners are involved. They meet monthly. (The Bitter Root 
RC&D, through its Bitterroot Collective Impact program, is providing Backbone Organization 
support to the Bitterroot Task Force on Homelessness and Housing to end homelessness 
and alleviate housing insecurity in Ravalli County. A Backbone Organization in one of the 
five conditions of a Collective Impact Initiative. Collective Impact is a proven method of 
collaborating for large-scale social change.) 

• The Coalition is celebrating some recent successes in Ravalli County.  
o In March 2018 the Bitterroot Homelessness and Housing Needs Assessment was 

published. 
o Supporters for Abuse Free Environments (SAFE) received a grant for transitional 

housing for victims of domestic violence. 
o Ravalli County received a grant for a housing program for offenders re-entering the 

community to lower recidivism and create connections to the community through 
stable housing and case management. 

o In addition, members of the Coalition are making some notable progress, as 
follows: 
 HRC XI received funding for the 8 Street project, aka “Skalkaho,” an 8-unit 

housing development 
 SAFE is received HOME funds for emergency housing 
 Housing Solutions received Low-Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC) 

o Although happening outside the Coalition, of note: 
 Habitat for Humanity is putting up one unit in the Bitterroot 
 Summit is utilizing LIHTC as well 

• The Coalition is surveying to determine needs. Currently developing a Community Needs 
Assessment. 

• Mineral County has less of a cohesive group. HRC XI meets with organizations and 
stakeholders in the county once a month. Foodbank there bought a building a year ago. 
Planning and considering development options for the space. Mineral County is considering 
applying for CDBG planning funding.  



• We need to consider Broadband needs. Hits every level of poverty. Received a Broadband 
grant. Grant funds are no longer available. (Note: In the absence of internet options, Wi-Fi 
can be checked out at the local library, but this does not reach all need.) 

• Childcare is important. It affects many aspects of opportunity for Montanans. Ravalli and 
Mineral counties don’t have childcare options.  

• There is not a lot of employment opportunity in some remote areas (e.g., Mineral County). 
As soon as people graduate, they leave. Growing population of older households.  

• Units for seniors and families in both Ravalli and Mineral counties. Housing projects are 
typically fully occupied in rural areas, demonstrating strong need. Projects range in subsidy. 

• Considering mechanisms for keeping older projects affordable (e.g., HOME projects 
wrapping up periods of affordability). It would be helpful if HRC XI could exit management 
role for properties that are completing their compliance terms. It’s difficult to manage 
projects in rural areas. You can hire managers, but typically not in your own community. This 
results in unique challenges.  

• Repair costs seem reasonable in rural areas, however, it’s difficult to get contractors. One of 
the biggest hurdles in rural Montana is the SAM.gov registration requirement. A contractor 
doesn’t have to be registered in SAM.gov to show they are not debarred, so unnecessary? 
Furthermore, it’s challenging to get bids for projects in smaller communities. Have had to 
directly hire individuals as employees to get work done.  

• There isn’t an appetite for owner-occupied rehab work. Missoula County is not going to 
renew their contract to do homeowner rehabilitation. There is not enough administrative 
funding to sustain the work. Contract expires in December. (City of Missoula intending to 
continue their homeowner rehab.) 

• We can make a difference in affordable housing through mobile homes and rehab. Most 
bang for your buck! 

o Mobile homes need infrastructure work, co-op structuring, etc.  
• Could we have a mechanism for buying land (like a reverse mortgage) and land trusting 

properties? This would provide income to owners and be a long-term affordability solution. 
• Used to do rental assistance through TBRA. Consider again?  
• Homebuyer supports are not working in today’s rural markets. We need to revisit the 

drawing board. 
• Weather Ready money is a good resource. Over time, savings can exceed investment. Good 

option for mobile homes.  
• Being able to land trust what we already have in the pipeline is an interesting idea! Could be 

really impactful in indigenous communities in particular. 
• People will support and give at the local, non-governmental level, but government is 

controversial and it’s harder to make asks in that arena. 
• Montana Board of Housing loans – how many are being made? 



Single Family Housing Focus Group Notes 
June 25, 2024 
 
Attendees 
 

• Chandler Rowling, Montana Department of Commerce 
• Janelle Egli, Montana Department of Commerce 
• Jen Stepleton, Montana Department of Commerce 
• Julles Engel, Montana Department of Commerce 
• Mindy DeCosse, HRDC 9 Bozeman 
• Rosie Goldich, Montana Department of Commerce 
• Sharon Lofftus, Montana Department of Commerce 
• Sheila Rice, Montana Board of Housing 
• Shyla Patera, Northcentral Independent Living  

 
Notes 
 

• We need more accessible, universally designed units. Many single family homes need 
modifications and repairs. 

• Some Montanans are underbanked or have credit issues, and these are barriers to housing. 
• The cost of housing is an issue. In Bozeman, we’re not seeing single family homes for less 

than $550,000.  
• Because of high home costs, downpayment assistance is not being utilized. And cost isn’t 

only affecting buyers. Homeowners are feeling squeezed due to rising costs such as 
property taxes and HOA fees.  

• In Bozeman, we likely won’t be able to utilize HOME down payment assistance outside of a 
land trust model. For an 80% AMI land trust unit listed at $316,000, to make it work, it had to 
be purchased by a family of three making $75,000. 

• There is a lot of interest and competition. Homeowners are getting offers for sight unseen.  
• Board of Housing Loans are a great option, but not available to everyone. 
• New housing stock is needed. We need to build more!  
• Land trust homes need to be a focus. It supports permanent affordability.  
• Manufactured housing needs to be called out as a viable option for affordable housing, 

especially for homeownership. Resident-owned communities are a great model as the fee 
simple land is owned by the residents of the manufactured home community collectively. 
There are over 20 ROCs in Montana.  

• ESG and HTF should be prioritized for building duplexes and fourplexes in really small 
communities. You can’t do a tax credit for a project that small, so it makes sense to utilize 
these other resources to target what tax credits cannot. 

• HRDC 9 owns 5 acres in Gardiner and is working on creating a community land trust. To do 
it, they’ve had to secure more funding. Easier to utilize, accessible funds for land trusts is 
needed.  

• Smaller communities are struggling to get contractors (e.g., White Sulphur Springs) to do 
the work that they need done. 

• Mobile home units could help solve the issue of no contractors. However, it doesn’t help 
with lack of contractors to do infrastructure. We could give supports and incentives to cities 
for development. 



• There are opportunities to partner with businesses. EX: Headwaters Community Housing 
Trust is trying to get employees into houses via a weighted lottery system. If you were an 
employer, you could buy a fast pass to get to the front of the line for one of the land trust 
homes. It created capital for the land trust and provided homes for employees. The cost 
was $50,000/employee and there were additional grant funds available for each 
transaction. This approach has been successfully executed in Bend, Oregon.  

• Tiny homes for the unsheltered are being developed in Great Falls. There are tiny home 
developments in Texas that don’t have bathroom, kitchen in individual units. Instead, there 
is a community kitchen and a shared bath house. This was approved by HUD as a single 
room occupancy unit. This could be a possibility in Montana. 

• Tiny homes are of interest because sometimes people don’t want to do permanent 
supportive housing. Sometimes people want a roof and a bed without supports but with 
community once they’ve moved out of crisis. 

• We need more dollars circulating in general. 
• Planning grants are important. Big step to removing barriers. Mindful communities are 

important. 
• We need less regulation. We need to allow for maximum flexibility so we can address the 

varied needs as they arise. For example, HTF has not been feasible in Great Falls, but it is a 
good fit for other communities.  

• Headwaters Community Housing Trust serves up to 120% AMI. They weren’t able to get any 
federal money. This was a challenge. It’s nice that the Montana Board of Housing provides 
the down payment assistance program for higher AMI households. 

• Lewistown only able to do one house. Administrative burden is too much. 
• We need to look at more project-based vouchers, rental assistance. Project-based 

vouchers can serve individuals who don’t currently have earned incomes.  
• Make sure that tribal funds and development activities are looked at. The resource 

landscape is different on reservations. 
• If accessible or sensory units are needed, make sure that they are not displacing somebody 

else. Examine intake processes. Encourage landlords to look at fair housing laws, eviction 
practices. Voucher portability can be really helpful.  

• Resources made available because of the Covid-19 pandemic were not evenly distributed.  
• Criminal history can be a big housing barrier. 
• Shared spaces can be challenging. Some individuals with disabilities have serious food 

sensitivities or allergies. 
• Properties could use guidance for bed bugs.  
• Have good facts at the ready to get to good policy. Sharing facts about the immense need 

for housing at every level is needed. 
• A shortage of homes is the reason for homelessness. Our focus needs to be on creating 

more homes. 



Housing Development Focus Group Notes 
July 2, 2024 

Attendees 

• Chandler Rowling, Montana Department of Commerce
• Danette Sukut, Coldwell Banker Great Falls
• Janelle Egli, Montana Department of Commerce
• Julie Flynn, Montana Department of Commerce
• Maria Valandra, Clearwater Credit Union, Indigenous Strategy
• Nicole Newman, Montana Department of Commerce

Notes 

• Affordable housing for families is our greatest need. There is a gap of single-family homes in
Great Falls due to a lack of builders. We need more startups; we need to build more. One
hurdle in Great Falls is clay soils. It requires engineering services to the tune of $30,000-
$40,000. Monolithic slabs are an option.

• Funds that come from NeighborWorks for first-time homebuyer assistance is really helpful.
• Clearwater Credit Union is in 20 counties, mostly in the western part of the state.

Indigenous Strategies work includes Northern Cheyene, Rocky Boy, Flathead, and
Blackfeet. Reservation needs are many and include affordable housing.

• A turn-key house in Great Falls is $500,000+. A fixer-upper house in the area is $350,000+.
• The median price for a starter home is about $315,000. A home at this price point would

need work. Our housing stock is aging.
• There is an Airforce base in Great Falls. A missile project will bring 5,000+ people to the

area. To accommodate the newcomers, the Airforce base is looking to build a man camp.
We would love for them to build housing instead! Currently, Great Falls needs 650 units per
year to satisfy ongoing demand.

• The Consolidated Plan has a statewide scope. Its assessment of needs and opportunities
includes reservation areas. Note: the data we get from HUD for the plan is county-wide.

• Helping builders with infrastructure would help growth. Infrastructure is connected to
housing, and without infrastructure, we won’t have new housing.

• The development authority in Great Falls is recruiting builders. Conversations started.
• Taxes are going up, and people don’t understand why taxes are increasing and what taxes

support. We need new development and people to move here to spread the cost.
• Great Falls just failed a safety levy. Until a safety levy is passed, homeowner’s insurance will

continue to go up. There’s already been a huge increase in homeowner’s insurance.
• Within the next five years we should provide assistance with infrastructure.
• We could use incentives for developers to build more affordable housing. What can the

State do? (In Helena, if a developer commits to doing X% of affordable housing units in a
development, they can go to the top of the review list. Things like this can be done at the
local level. The Governor’s Housing Task Force is looking at things like this at the state level.)

• Sometimes the location of housing development is questionable. Sprawl happens. Houses
are where commercial buildings might be. Community feel is missing. No parks.



• In Great Falls, zoning prohibits ADUs. We’d like to see more ADUs and density. Because of 
affordability, we’re seeing more multigenerational housing, and ADUs could support this.  

• In Indian country, it’s always been multigenerational housing. Kids making minimum wage 
can’t afford to go out and rent or buy so they live with family. Grandparents live with their 
families. Roommates are brought in. 

• We’re in a higher interest rate environment. They’re eliminating a big chunk of buyers.  
• When homeowners understand what their monthly obligation is for housing based on 

housing needed and current rates, they can save that amount per month and get 
comfortable with the obligation. It makes buyers more competitive when they know the 
monthly obligation associated with an offer. 

• Montana’s housing stock is really old and aging.  
• Manufactured loans are available at Clearwater. Unfortunately, however, these homes are 

not inexpensive.  
• In Great Falls, corporations are buying up mobile home parks and leaving residents in a 

lurch. Elderly people are being forced to sell their homes because they can’t afford lot rent. 
Potential driver of homelessness. 

• Mobile homes are a good investment in housing affordability. Resident-owned communities 
allow mobile home residents to own homes and have more housing stability.  

• Housing authorities would be a good source of data for the Consolidated Plan. 
• Additional data would be helpful in contextualizing HUD data.  



Regional Meetings 

Missoula - May 21, 2024, 8 a.m.
Hardin - June 6, 2024, 1 p.m., 5:30 p.m. 
Libby - July 24, 2024, 10 a.m., 5 p.m. 
Glasgow - August 1, 2024, 9 a.m., 12:30 p.m. 



Montana’s Consolidated Plan 
for Housing and Community Development 

and Associated Affirmatively Furthering 
Fair Housing Equity Plan

Montana Housing Conference
Tuesday, May 21, 2024
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

The Department of Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities or persons 
with limited English proficiency who wish to participate in this process and need an alternative accessible format 

of the presentation materials or translation services. 

El Departamento de Comercio hará adaptaciones razonables para las personas con discapacidades o personas 
con domino limitado del inglés que deseen participar en este proceso y necesiten un formato accessible 

alternativo de materiales de presentación o servicios de traducción.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Small Group Discussion

• Describe the first time you were aware that inequity in 
housing existed.

• Has working to address housing and community 
needs changed your perspective on Montana’s 
current housing situation? How?

• Which decision-makers have the most impact on your 
work with low- and moderate-income individuals? 
What do you want them to know about your work?

• If you could change one policy or practice that affects 
housing, economic, and/or community development, 
what would it be?



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Statewide Planning

The State of Montana, through the 
Departments of Commerce and Public 
Health and Human Services, is developing a 
5-year plan to guide policy and investment 
for housing, economic, and other community 
development projects.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Statewide Planning

This 5-year plan, also known as the 
“Consolidated Plan for Housing and 
Community Development,” is required by 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) to assess Montana’s 
needs and current conditions, as well as to 
determine priorities and allocate HUD 
funding.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Statewide Planning

In conjunction with the Consolidated Plan, 
Montana is developing an Equity Plan to 
affirmatively furthering fair housing. Deep 
dive into the Equity Plan to come…



There will be multiple opportunities for citizens and 
stakeholders to engage throughout the Equity Plan 
and Consolidated Plan processes.
• Regional Meetings

– Missoula (May 21)
– Hardin (June 6)
– Libby (July 24)
– Glasgow (August 1)

Dates subject to change. See website for current information.
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates

2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Public Participation

https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates


• Focus groups
– Respond to survey if interested in participating

• Public hearings
– Next public hearing for Equity Plan scheduled for June 3

• Surveys
– Housing and Community Needs
– Fair Housing

• Documents
– Formal reviews with public comment periods TBA

Dates subject to change. See website for current information.
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates

2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Public Participation (cont’d)

https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates


2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Objectives

• The objectives of Montana’s Consolidated 
Plan include: 
– Provide decent housing
– Provide a suitable living environment
– Expand economic opportunities



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Goals

• The goals of Montana’s current Consolidated 
Plan are:
– Goal 1 – Preserve and Construct 

Affordable Housing
– Goal 2 – Plan for Communities
– Goal 3 – Improve and Sustain Public 

Infrastructure
– Goal 4 – Revitalize Local Economies
– Goal 5 – Reduce Homelessness



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan 
Programs

• Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
– Housing (Rental Development / Single Family Rehabilitation), 

Public and Community Facilities, Economic Development, 
Planning

• HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME)
– Rental Development / Single Family Development / Rental, 

Rehabilitation, Homebuyer Assistance
• Housing Trust Fund (HTF)

– Rental Development / Rental Rehabilitation
• Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG)

– Street Outreach / Emergency Shelter / Homelessness 
Prevention / Rapid Re-housing



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Planning Process

• Analyze quantitative and qualitative data 
regarding need

• Engage the public, agencies, and 
stakeholders to get input about need

• Identify priority needs
• Develop a strategy in response to 

identified needs
• Direct funding to strategies



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Documents

• Equity Plan for Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing
– Under a HUD Proposed Rule, Montana will develop an Equity 

Plan every five years that will serve the purpose of assessing fair 
housing issues and their underlying causes, as well as setting 
fair housing goals and outlining strategies for achieving equity in 
housing, increasing access to community assets, and 
broadening economic opportunities

– The mandate to affirmatively further fair housing requires 
proactive and meaningful action to overcome patterns of 
segregation, promote fair housing choice, eliminate disparities in 
opportunities, and foster inclusive communities free from 
discrimination



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Documents (cont’d)

• Five-Year Consolidated Plan for Housing and 
Community Development (Con Plan)
– Consolidated Plans are strategic plans prepared every five years 

that guide housing and community investments

• Annual Action Plan (AAP)
– AAPs are prepared each year of the Consolidated Plan and 

outline specific activities, goals, and objectives for the given 
program year

• Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation 
Report (CAPER)
– CAPERs are annual reports that detail use of funds and 

progress towards meeting goals and objectives for AAPs



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development 

Under HUD’s Proposed Rule, the State will 
oversee a more streamlined analysis of fair 
housing compared to what was required under the 
2015 Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Rule. 
Furthermore, the State will oversee a more robust 
community engagement effort to identify fair 
housing needs and opportunities.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)

• At least three public hearings will be held before the Equity Plan is 
submitted to HUD. 
– Two hearings before the publication of the Equity Plan to provide the public 

opportunity to identify fair housing needs and inform fair housing strategies.
• First hearing was April 3, 2024, and the second hearing is scheduled for June 3, 2024

– One hearing after the publication of the Equity Plan to provide the public 
opportunity to comment on the published plan document.

• Initial input will be accepted through June 25, 2024. Feedback regarding 
the to-be-published Equity Plan will be accepted during a comment period 
to be announced.

• As part of its outreach efforts, the State will gather data to inform Equity 
Plan development via the Montana Fair Housing Survey.
– Opened May 1, 2024; closes May 31, 2024. Available at commerce.mt.gov/ 

Consolidated-Plan/Updates (or in alternative formats upon request). A QR 
code to complete the survey will be provided at the end of this presentation.

https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates
https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates


2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)

• Fair Housing Analysis
– Demographics 
– Segregation and integration 
– Racially or ethnically concentrated areas of poverty (R/ECAPS) 
– Access to community assets 
– Access to affordable housing opportunities 
– Access to homeownership and economic opportunity 
– Local and state policies and practices impacting fair housing 

• Fair Housing Issues
– Identify issues with data and local knowledge
– Prioritize issues based on data collected and public input

• Fair Housing Strategies and Goals
– Commit to taking responsive actions to address fair housing issues



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)

Preliminary Data

Racial/Ethnic Dissimilarity Index
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2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)

Preliminary Data

Racially/Ethnically Concentrated Areas of Poverty



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)

Preliminary Data
Mortgage Denial Rates by Race

Race or Ethnicity 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

American Indian or Alaska Native 23.6% 23.0% 17.5% 16.7% 26.1%

Asian 13.7% 15.4% 14.1% 9.8% 16.8%

Black or African American 16.5% 24.0% 14.9% 15.8% 22.3%

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 11.8% 16.0% 26.8% 6.7% 26.2%

White 13.3% 12.0% 9.2% 9.7% 13.6%

Two or More Races 21.4% 23.8% 13.6% 12.8% 42.1%

Not Available 7.8% 6.8% 7.0% 7.8% 10.2%

Total 12.4% 11.2% 8.9% 9.4% 13.1%

Data Source: HMDA Data State of Montana



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)

Preliminary Data
Poverty by Family Type

Household Types % in poverty

In family households 9.2%

In married-couple 4.9%

In Female householder, no spouse present 27.2%

In other living arrangements 24.2%
Data Source: 2022 Five-Year ACS State of Montana

Poverty by Disability Status

Disability Status % in poverty

With any disability 19.1%

No disability 11.3%
Data Source: 2022 Five-Year ACS State of Montana



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)

Preliminary Data

Percent of Total Households with Any 
of the Four Housing Problems



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Adoption and Evaluation 

• Once developed (tentatively in September 2024), the Equity Plan 
will be submitted to HUD. Upon receipt, HUD will publish the 
plan and make it available for a 60-day public review period.

• After HUD accepts Montana’s Equity Plan, it will be published on 
Commerce’s website, and its fair housing goals and strategies 
will be incorporated into the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan 
and associated Annual Action Plans.

• Progress evaluations for the Equity Plan will be required 
annually after the Equity Plan is adopted.
– Before submitting its Annual Progress Evaluations for the Equity 

Plan to HUD, the State will make available to interested parties 
the proposed evaluation for a comment period of no less than 15 
calendar days.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Document Review, Engagement

• Once drafted, Equity Plan and Consolidated Plan 
documents will be available: 
– On Commerce’s website at commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-

Plan/Documents
– Several repositories throughout the state (see website for list)
– By request

• All interested parties are encouraged to review 
published documents and to participate in the 
State’s surveys and public meetings. For information 
about surveys, upcoming meetings, and comment 
periods, visit commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-
Plan/Updates and/or subscribe to Commerce’s 
Consolidated Plan email listserv.

https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Documents
https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Documents
https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates
https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates


2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Commerce Contact Information

Montana Department of Commerce
301 S Park Ave Helena, MT 59601
PO Box 200523 Helena, MT 59620-0523
      
Division Administrators: Galen Steffens, Cheryl Cohen
CDBG Coordinator:  Rosie Goldich
Program Specialist:  Janelle Egli
Phone:   406.841.2770
TDD:    406.841.2702
Fax:    406.841.2771
Email:          DOCConPlan@mt.gov 
Website: commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan   

mailto:DOCConPlan@mt.gov
https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan


2025-2029 Consolidated Plan 
DPHHS Contact Information

DPHHS
1400 Carter Drive Helena, MT 59601
PO Box 202956 Helena, MT 59620-2956
      
Administrator:   Jessie Counts
Bureau Chief:   Sara Loewen
Phone:    406.447.4265
Fax:     406.447.4287
Website:    www.dphhs.mt.gov  

https://www.dphhs.mt.gov/


2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Comments

If you would like to provide a written comment or qualitative data 
(anecdotes) pertaining to the 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan 
and/or its associated Equity Plan for affirmatively furthering fair 
housing, our physical address and email address are below. 
Additionally, comment cards are available for your convenience.

Montana Department of Commerce
Community MT
Attn: Con Plan

PO Box 200523
Helena, MT 59620-0523
DOCConPlan@mt.gov  

Note that written comments for Montana’s Equity Plan 
will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. June 25, 2024.

mailto:DOCConPlan@mt.gov


2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
We Need Your Feedback!

1. What suggestions do you have for increasing public participation in 
the State’s planning process to address housing and community 
needs?

2. What topics for a focus group during Consolidated Plan 
development are of interest to you? (Please provide an email if you 
would like a special invitation to participate in a focus group.)

Have a few extra minutes? Please consider taking our Fair 
Housing Survey by scanning the QR Code below. 



PRIMING THE PUMP FOR COLLABORATIVE PLANNING 
A SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION

DISCUSSION 

At your table, discuss the following questions and prompts.  

Designate a scribe (or two) and have them take notes detailing your discussion below.

1.	Describe the first time you were aware that inequity in housing existed. 
 
 

2.	Has working to address housing and community needs changed your perspective on Montana’s 
current housing situation? If so, how? 
 
 
 

3.	Which decision-makers have the most impact on your work with low- and moderate-income 
individuals? What do you want them to know about your work? 
 
 
 

4.	If you could change one policy or practice that affects housing, economic and/or community 
development, what would it be?

(continued)



WRAPPING UP WITH INDIVIDUAL FEEDBACK 

1.	What suggestions do you have for increasing public participation in the State’s planning process to 
address housing and community needs? 
 
 
 
 

2.	Which topics for a focus group during Consolidated Plan development are of interest to you?  
Please provide an email address if you would like an invitation to participate in a focus group.

[  ] Homelessness Focus Group  

[  ] Housing Focus Group for Multi-Family Participants 

[  ] Housing Focus Group for Rural Participants 

[  ] Housing Focus Group for Single-Family Participants 

[  ] Economic Development Focus Group 

[  ] Infrastructure Focus Group 

[  ] Planning Focus Group  

[  ] Other (specify)

Email (optional):

Leave this form with your notes on the table to be collected by the presenters after the session. 

Thank you for participating!

docconplan@mt.gov | 406-841-2770 | commerce.mt.gov
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Egli, Janelle

From: Montana Department of Commerce <commerce@announcements.mt.gov>
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2024 2:03 PM
To: Egli, Janelle
Subject: Regional Input Meetings for the Consolidated Plan and Equity Plan

Meetings i n June,  July  and August  

  

  

Photo by Montana Department of Commerce 

Regional Input Meetings in Hardin, Libby and 
Glasgow with Virtual Participation Options 

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human Services are 

developing the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community 

Development (Consolidated Plan) and Fair Housing Equity Plan (Equity Plan). 

What is a Consolidated Plan? 

Montana is assessing its affordable housing and community development needs and 

market conditions and making data-driven decisions on how to use federal funding. Using 

data and public input, the State will determine priority needs and goals that will guide 

spending over the next five years for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), 
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HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), 

and National Housing Trust Fund (HTF) funds. 

What is an Equity Plan? 

In an effort to affirmatively further fair housing, the Departments are developing a Fair 

Housing Equity Plan that will be used to identify fair housing issues in Montana’s 

communities. Using local, state, and federal data, fair housing goals will be established to 

address fair housing priorities over the next five years. 

 
Your input is valuable. To inform the development of the Consolidated Plan and Equity 

Plan, the public is invited to attend a regional meeting to discuss community development 

and fair housing needs. Meetings will be held in Hardin, Libby and Glasgow. For 

convenience and accessibility, in-person and virtual formats will be offered at two separate 

times per location. See details below: 

Regional Meeting in Hardin 

Thursday, June 6, 2024, 1 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. 

Hardin City Building, 401 N Cheyenne Ave, Hardin, MT 59034 or Virtual 

Regional Meeting in Libby 

Wednesday, July 24, 2024, 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

Libby City Hall, Ponderosa Room, 952 E Spruce St, Ste 100, Libby, MT 59923 or Virtual 

Regional Meeting in Glasgow 

Thursday, August 1, 2024, 9 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 

Location TBD or Virtual 

Locations and times are subject to change. Registration is optional but encouraged for in-

person attendees; registration is required for virtual attendees to access the Zoom forum. 

For current information and to register, please visit our website. 

Join Webinars Here  

The Department of Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with 

disabilities or persons with limited English proficiency who wish to participate in this 

process and need an alternative accessible format of the presentation materials or 
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translation services. If you require an accommodation, please contact the Department of 

Commerce at DOCConPlan@mt.gov no later than 5 p.m. on May 29, 2024.  

 El Departamento de Comercio hará adaptaciones razonables para las personas con 

discapacidades o personas con domino limitado del inglés que deseen participar en este 

proceso y necesiten un formato accessible alternativo de materiales de presentación o 

servicios de traducción. Si necesita una adaptación, communíques con El Departamento 

de Comercio en DOCConPlan@mt.gov antes de las 5 p.m. del 29 de mayo de 2024. 

Have questions? Email DOCConPlan@mt.gov 

   

 

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

301 S. PARK AVE. | PO BOX 200501 | HELENA, MT 59620-0501 

P: 406.841.2700 | F: 406.841.2701 | TDD: 406.841.2702 

View as a webpage 

 

   

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or email address, or stop subscriptions at any time on 
your Subscriber Preferences Page. 

Discover information about additional Department of Commerce topics. Sign up for more topics.  

You will need to use your email address to log in. If you have questions or problems with the subscription 
service, please visit subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com. 

This service is provided to you at no charge by Montana Department of Commerce. 
 

This email was sent to janelle.egli@mt.gov using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: Montana Department of Commerce 
· P.O. Box 200501 · Helena, MT 59620-0501 
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Egli, Janelle

From: Egli, Janelle
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2024 2:06 PM
To: DOC CDD CONPLAN (Webmail)
Subject: Montana Consolidated Plan and Equity Plan Regional Meetings
Attachments: ConPlan-RegionalMeetingsPostcard.pdf

Good afternoon! 

On behalf of the Montana Department of Commerce, I would like to personally extend an invitation to you to 
participate in the State’s public input process for the 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan and Equity Plan, which are 
currently in development. Your feedback as a stakeholder in Montana’s housing and community development 
network is tremendously important. 

We would love to hear from you at one of our upcoming regional meetings in Hardin, Libby, or Glasgow. 
Meeting details and registration options are available at commerce.mt.gov/consolidated-plan/updates. 

For more information about the Consolidated Plan and Equity Plan, and to further engage with this statewide 
planning eƯort, please see the attached flyer or visit our website at commerce.mt.gov/consolidated-plan/. 

Thank you and kind regards, 

JANELLE EGLI 
Housing Development Program Specialist 

MONTANA HOUSING
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE  
T: 406.841.2926 | M: 614.955.1446
COMMERCE.MT.GOV | HOUSING.MT.GOV 

SENT TO TARGETED STAKEHOLDERS VIA BCC
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Egli, Janelle

From: Montana Department of Commerce <commerce@announcements.mt.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2024 10:03 AM
To: Egli, Janelle
Subject: Join us for Consolidated Plan and Equity Plan Regional Meetings

July i n Libby; Glasgow i n August  

  

  

Photo by Montana Department of Commerce 

Join Us: Regional Meetings in Libby, Glasgow 

Virtual Participation Options Available 
  

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human Services are 

developing the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community 

Development and Fair Housing Equity Plan. 

What is a consolidated plan? 

Montana is assessing its affordable housing and community development needs and 
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market conditions and making data-driven decisions on how to use federal funding. Using 

data and public input, the State will determine priority needs and goals that will guide 

spending over the next five years for Community Development Block Grant, HOME 

Investment Partnerships Program, Emergency Solutions Grant and National Housing 

Trust Fund funds. 

What is an equity plan? 

In an effort to affirmatively further fair housing, the Departments are developing a Fair 

Housing Equity Plan that will be used to identify fair housing issues in Montana’s 

communities. Using local, state and federal data, fair housing goals will be established to 

address fair housing priorities over the next five years. 

 
Your input is valuable; please attend a regional meeting to discuss community 

development and fair housing needs. A meeting has been held in Hardin; additional 

meetings will be held in Libby and Glasgow. For convenience and accessibility, in-person 

and virtual formats will be offered at two separate times per location. 

Meeting details are as follows: 

Regional Meeting in Libby 

July 24, 2024 

 10 a.m. at the Libby City Hall, Ponderosa Room 

 5 p.m. at 952 E Spruce Street, Suite 100 

 Virtual 

Regional Meeting in Glasgow 

August 1, 2024 

 9 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. at the Cottonwood Inn & Suites, 54250 US Highway 2 

 Virtual 

Locations and times are subject to change. Registration is optional but encouraged for in-

person attendees; registration is required for virtual attendees to access the Zoom forum. 

 

For current information and to register: 

Click Here [links-2.govdelivery.com]  
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The Department of Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with 

disabilities or persons with limited English proficiency who wish to participate in this 

process and need an alternative accessible format of the presentation materials or 

translation services. If you require an accommodation, please contact the Department of 

Commerce at DOCConPlan@mt.gov.  

 El Departamento de Comercio hará adaptaciones razonables para las personas con 

discapacidades o personas con domino limitado del inglés que deseen participar en este 

proceso y necesiten un formato accessible alternativo de materiales de presentación o 

servicios de traducción. Si necesita una adaptación, communíques con El Departamento 

de Comercio en DOCConPlan@mt.gov. 

Have questions? Email DOCConPlan@mt.gov 

   

[links-2.govdelivery.com]  [links-2.govdelivery.com]  

[links-2.govdelivery.com]  [links-2.govdelivery.com]  [links-
2.govdelivery.com]  

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

301 S. PARK AVE. | PO BOX 200501 | HELENA, MT 59620-0501 

P: 406.841.2700 | F: 406.841.2701 | TDD: 406.841.2702 

View as a webpage [links-2.govdelivery.com] 

[links-2.govdelivery.com] 

   

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or email address, or stop subscriptions at any time on 
your Subscriber Preferences Page [links-2.govdelivery.com]. 

Discover information about additional Department of Commerce topics. Sign up for more topics [links-
2.govdelivery.com].  

You will need to use your email address to log in. If you have questions or problems with the subscription 
service, please visit subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com [links-2.govdelivery.com]. 

This service is provided to you at no charge by Montana Department of Commerce [links-
2.govdelivery.com]. 
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This email was sent to janelle.egli@mt.gov using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: Montana Department of 
Commerce · P.O. Box 200501 · Helena, MT 59620-0501 

[links-
2.govdelivery.com]
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Billings Gazette
401 N Broadyway
Billings, Montana 59101
(406) 657-1200

State of Texas, County of Bexar, ss:

Yuade Moore, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: That (s)he
is a duly authorized signatory of Column Software, PBC, duly
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newspaper" as that is published
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the same size type and published for the same
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PUBLISHER ID: COL-MT-100162

NOTICE NAME: Regional Input Meeting June 6, 2024
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Hardin Notes 
 
Hardin, the seat of Big Horn County, is a rural city in eastern Montana. Located 45 miles west of 
Billings and near the Crow Indian Reservation, the city has a population of under 4,000 according to 
the 2020 census. As part of 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan and Fair Housing Equity Plan outreach, 
the State conducted a regional meeting in Hardin to get input about community needs. 
 
Participants of the meeting noted the following needs and challenges to increasing affordable 
housing stock in the community, which are not unique to Big Horn County; the same could be said 
of all but the 7 largest of Montana’s 56 counties:  
 

• Compared with big cities, smaller, rural communities have a more difficult time completing 
and utilizing planning documents. Local officials often do not understand the importance of 
planning documents in assessing needs, establishing priorities, and moving individual 
projects forward. These challenges are also prevalent in tribal communities.  

• Unsubsidized projects are not happening in rural areas. The cost of construction and the 
absence of contractors are real issues. Some projects don’t get any bids. It’s always 
cheaper and easier to build in more populated, better resourced areas. Of note, the newest 
home in Hardin was constructed in the early 1980s, and since this time housing needs in 
the area have drastically increased. 

• More permanent supportive housing is needed. It is very difficult to target extremely low-
income households without providing supportive services. In the absence of supports, 
individuals and families are not able to achieve long-term stability in housing. 

• Long-term property management is a big hurdle. Local governments don’t want to be in the 
property management business. Small communities need more access to qualified 
property managers who can ensure compliance with Period of Affordability requirements, 
which are complex and costly.  

• Rural communities need holistic solutions that address multiple development objectives 
simultaneously. Housing is one of many needs, and non-housing needs impact housing 
(and vice versa). 



For people seeking a 
special guided experience, 
the Montana Historical 
Society (MTHS) is now 
offering free tours daily 
that explore the art, 
architecture, and history 
of Montana’s Capitol.

“We’ve been delighted 
by the interest in our 
Capitol tours so far this 
summer and are excited 
to increase the times and 
days they’ll be offered,” 
said Darby Bramble, 
museum education offi-
cer at MTHS. “Since the 
beginning of June, we’ve 
seen more than 600 people 
participate in our guided 
tours.”

Participants range 
from Montana families 
to people traveling from 
across the globe. The 
Capitol is located at 1301 
East Sixth Avenue in 
Helena.

Starting July 9 and 
continuing through Sept. 
13, the MTHS will provide 
Capitol tours every day of 
the week. Monday-Friday 
tours start at 9:30 and 11 
a.m., and 1:30 and 2:30 
p.m. Saturday tours will 
be at 9:30 and 11 a.m., and 
1:30 p.m. Sunday tours 

are at 11 a.m., and 1:30 
and 2:30 p.m.

Since 1902, the 
Montana State Capitol 
has stood as both a com-
manding symbol of the 
past and a bold promise 
for the future. Planned 
and constructed during 
the two decades following 
Montana’s admission to 
the Union, the building 
stands as a tangible dec-
laration of the values and 
aspirations of Montana’s 
founders.

On July 4, 1899, 
Montana’s First 
Governor, Joseph K. 
Toole announced: “[The 
Capitol] will be to the 
state what the homestead 
is to the citizen, what the 
fireside is to the family 
… Here should repose the 
honor and conscience of 
the state by which its cit-
izenship shall be judged 
and measured and its 
glory achieved and pre-
served.”

At its most funda-
mental level, the Capitol 
serves as a home to the 
essential workings of 
state government. Yet 
today, the historically and 
architecturally significant 

structure remains open 
to the public and offers 
visitors a unique oppor-
tunity to learn about our 
Montana’s unique heri-
tage.

Visitors are welcome 
to explore the Capitol 
on their own using a 
self-guided tour book 
found onsite. The Capitol 
building is open Monday 
through Friday, 7 a.m. to 
6 p.m., and weekends, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. The Capitol 
building is closed on 
Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day and may be 
closed to the public occa-
sionally on weekends for 
scheduled routine main-
tenance.

Free tours of the his-
toric Original Governor’s 
Mansion at 304 No. 
Ewing home are offered 
this summer Tuesday-
Saturday at noon, and 1, 
2, and 3 p.m. For more 
details, call/email Darby 
Bramble at 406-444-2412 or 
darby.bramble2@mt.gov 
or visit the Montana 
Historical Society website 
at: https://mhs.mt.gov/
education/Tours

Montana Historical Society 
expands Capitol tours to weekends

Regional Input Meeting July 24, 2024

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human 
Services are developing the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for Hous-
ing and Community Development (Consolidated Plan) and Fair Housing 
Equity Plan (Equity Plan).

What is a Consolidated Plan?
Montana is assessing its affordable housing and community development 
needs and market conditions and making data-driven decisions on how to 
use federal funding. Using data and public input, the State will determine 
priority needs and goals that will guide spending over the next five years 
for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment 
Partnerships Program (HOME), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), and 
National Housing Trust Fund (HTF) funds.

What is an Equity Plan?
In an effort to affirmatively further fair housing, the Departments are 
developing a Fair Housing Equity Plan that will be used to identify fair 
housing issues in Montana’s communities. Using local, state, and federal 
data, fair housing goals will be established to address fair housing priori-
ties over the next five years.

We want to hear from you! To inform the development of the Consolidat-
ed Plan and Equity Plan, the public is invited to attend a regional meeting 
Wednesday, July 24, 2024, to discuss community development and fair 
housing needs. For convenience and accessibility, in-person and virtual 
formats will be offered at two separate times: the first meeting will start 
at 10:00 am, and the second meeting will start at 5:00 pm. The online 
meetings will be conducted via Zoom; the in-person meetings will be held 
at Libby City Hall, Ponderosa Room, 952 E Spruce St, Ste 100, Libby, 
MT 59923.

Registration is optional but encouraged for in-person 
attendees; registration is required for virtual attendees 
to access the Zoom forum. To register or for more 
information, please scan the QR code or visit com-
merce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates.

Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabil-
ities or persons with limited English proficiency who wish to participate 
in this process and need an alternative accessible format of presentation 
materials or translation services. If you require accommodation, please 

contact Commerce at DOCConPlan@mt.gov no later than 5:00 pm on July 
17, 2024.

El Departamento de Comercio hará adaptaciones razonables para las 
personas con discapacidades o personas con domino limitado del inglés que 
deseen participar en este proceso y necesiten un formato accessible alterna-
tivo de materiales de presentación o servicios de traducción. Si necesita una 
adaptación, communíques con El Departamento de Comercio en DOCCon-

Plan@mt.gov antes de las 5:00 pm del 17 de julio de 2024.

Have questions? Email DOCConPlan@mt.gov

July 4th & 5th Storage Sale 
Modern Storage 

2 Miles E of Troy - MT HWY 2 
9AM - 5PM

Tools,House Hold Items, Glass 
Wear, Law Mower, Brand New 

Sheet Rock Lift, Baby 
Clothing,Hunting Riffle, Brand 
New 80V Snow Blower, Water 

Raft, Hunting items. 

Starting July 4th at 8AM 
Multi Family Estate sale

91 Logger Lane - Woodland 
Heights Road. Signs will be 

posted at top of Shaunessy Hill. 
Follow signs to Sale.

 Come and marvel at the size of 
this sale! 

PINK CONCERT
TICKETS (2)

Great Seats! In Missoula on 
Aug 28th. Best Offer, All Offers 

considered  406-250-9591 REMINGTON Model 1100 
MAGNUM Semi-auto 

12 gauge shotgun, very 
good condition, $650 

(priced low to sell from 
estate).  406-249-2150 

Whitefish
________________________________

 Eureka

Friday, 7/5, 9am-4pm. 
Estate Sale: Snow machines, 
4-wheeler, trailers, household 

goods, furniture, tools, camping 
gear, fencing and so much more 

1726 Mills Springs Rd.

 Libby

Friday, 7/5 - Sunday, 7/7, 
9am-3pm. Huge Estate Sale! 

An entire house, garage & 
workshop full of amazing 

things! All types of furniture, 
exercise & sporting equipment, 

clothing & shoes, crafting 
supplies, quilting machines, 

fishing gear, lawnmowers, 16ft 
utility trailer, gardening 

equipment, outside decor & 
lawn furniture, tools, 
automotive, so many 

new/unopened items - You 
don’t want to miss this one! 
Cash Only, No Early Birds 

Please! Located in Em Kayan 
Village 6.5 miles North on Hwy 

93 - follow signs Libby Rd. 

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare!

Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One.  

Free information kit!  
Call 855-762-1508

Get your deduction 
ahead of year-end!  Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to 

assist the blind and visually 
impaired.  Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and 

secure a generous year-end 
tax credit. Call Heritage for the 

Blind Today!  855-901-2620

Get Dish Satellite TV + 
Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 

Limited Time Up to $600 In 
Gift Cards.  Call Today! 

855-995-3572

Connect to the best wireless 
home internet with EarthLink. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G 

LTE networks, no contracts, 
easy installation, and data 

plans up to 300 GB. 
Call 855-419-7978

Switch and save up to $250 
per year on your talk, text 

and data. No contract and no 
hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 

text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 

100% U.S. based customer 
service. Limited time offer - get 

$50 off on any new account. 
Use code GIFT50. For more 

information, call 877-324-0193

Need a non-commercial 
REGISTERED AGENT with 
the North Dakota Secretary 

of State?  Please select MLB 
Enterprises during your filing.  
For more information contact:
mary.nieuwsma@gmail.com

Antique Outdoor Flea Market
Over an acre of antiques and 

collectibles from many vendors. 
Sunday, July 14th from 

9am-5pm at Virgelle, MT.
Off US Highway 87 between 
Ft. Benton and Big Sandy.

Sponsored by Virgelle Merc
Antiques.  Lunch available.

800-426-2926 or 
www.VirgelleMontana.com

WANTED TO BUY:
Old Car, Truck, Motorcycle, 
also, old signs and license 
plates, gas station items 

or dealership items.
Call 406-270-8630 any time.
______________________

Public Estate 
Auction

 Saturday July 13 at 9 AM. 
Located at 1385 Overview 

Lane, Troy Montana. 
Motorhome, Vintage Vehicles, 
Boom Truck, Firearms, Tools, 
Saddles and Tack, Antiques.

Online Bidding Available. 
Visit www.bobbyroshon.com 

for full details.

LOG TRUCK LOADS OF 
FIREWOOD Log Truck 

Loads of Firewood. Fir & 
Larch, white wood & if 
wanted. 406-270-5826

______________________

 CASH FOR CLOTHES
 Cash for your old clothes. 

Looking for old denim jeans, 
jackets, overalls. Work wear, 
ranch wear, mining clothes, 

military, cowboy etc. I will dig 
in barns, cabins, attics, caves, 

crawl spaces, I will get dirty 
and pay you good for clothes 
I find.  Anthony 406-740-0120

Kubota Tractor L2550
4x4, Loader, Bucket, Snow 
Blade, All manuals, Chains.

Serviced Locally.  $7,600 firm
406-471-2940 Text ok

ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTSGARAGE SALES

GARAGE SALES

HUNTING & FIREARMS

FARM EQUIPMENT

FIREWOOD/STOVES

MISC FOR SALE

AUCTIONS/ANTIQUES

MISC WANTED

MISCELLANEOUS

CLAIMS FOR ERRORS. Read your ad carefully the first day of 
publication. Errors must be reported on the first day of publication. We will 
only be responsible for one wrong insertion. Please call us immediately.

Classifieds
In print and online at thewesternnews.com

To Place Your Ad
Call Our Professional 
Classified Specialists

293-4124

Call
293-4124

to place your
ad today!

To get rid of 
unwanted items 
call 293-4124!

Call Today!
Classified Ads Sell!

293-4124

Place your
ad today!

 Call 293-4124!
Call 293-4124 to Place Your Ad! @thewesternnews

LET’S CONNECT
FOLLOW US ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA
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NORTHWEST MONTANA

Smokejumpers attacked a small wild-
fire July 4 that popped up in a forested 
area of rural Sanders County.

The 4-acre Fishtrap Fire on the Lolo 
National Forest north of Thompson 
Falls was quickly contained Friday 
after showing moderate behavior. 

The initial attack included 10 smoke-
jumpers and firefighting crews from the 
Plains/Thompson Falls Ranger District 
and Montana DNRC.

According to Sanders County 
Wildland Fire Information, 11 firefight-
ers worked the fire Monday and hoped 
to put it in controlled status later that 
day.

A 20-person Type 2 crew and two 
helicopters helped contain the fire and 
were mopping up on Friday. 

Engines could not be used on the fire 
due to access problems and firefighters 
tapped into available water sources 

with filler pumps to deliver water to 
the fire line. 

The cause of the fire was unknown.
The incident was among a few small 

blazes detected across Western Montana 
on Thursday.

The Timber Creek incident in west-
ern Mineral County, the School Acres 
Road incident in Sanders County and 
the MM 85 incident west of Missoula 
were each less than 1 acre in size. 
Officials said the School Access Road 
fire possibly started from an old burn 
pile.

Fire danger was rated as low on the 
Flathead National Forest and moderate 
on the Kootenai and Lolo forests on 
Friday. 

However, hot and dry conditions are 
expected to develop across the region 
next week. 

Hot and dry weather is expected to 
intensify over the next week in western 
Montana.

Wildfire on Lolo Forest 
doused by smokejumpers
The Western News

Two drownings 
claimed the lives of two 
men in two different 
areas of Glacier National 
Park Saturday.

A 26-year-old India 
man was hiking past the 
gorge on Avalanche Lake 
Trail when he went into 
Avalanche Creek around 
8:30 a.m. on Saturday 
morning. Friends and wit-
nesses saw him go into 
the creek, go underwater 
and resurface briefly 
before being swept away 

by the current and into 
the gorge.

Glacier National Park 
dispatch was alerted at 
8:37 a.m. Park camp-
ground staff were on 
the scene almost imme-
diately, followed by law 
enforcement rangers at 
about 9 a.m.

A.L.E.R.T. helicopter 
conducted aerial searches 
of the creek and more 
than 10 rangers scoured 
the area, but the person 
has not yet been found 
and is presumed dead. 
Rangers believe the body 
is caught underwater in 

the gorge. 
Due to poor visibility 

and hazardous conditions, 
ongoing search efforts 
will be scaled down, but 
rangers are monitoring 
the area. Avalanche 
Creek is at high water 
level due to snow melt 
runoff and the gorge is 
extremely dangerous, 
making conditions impos-
sible for rangers to enter 
the gorge.

The young man was 
living and working in 
California and on vaca-
tion with friends.

Saturday evening, a 

28-year-old Nepal man 
was swimming with 
friends in Lake McDonald 
near Sprague Creek 
Campground. According 
to friends, he was an 
inexperienced swimmer. 
He was about 30 yards 
out when he started to 
struggle, went underwater 
and never resurfaced.

Dispatch received a 
call at about 6:25 p.m. 
and rangers were on the 
scene by about 6:50 p.m. 
A.L.E.R.T. helicopter and 
Three Rivers ambulance 
responded but stood down 
when park rangers were 

able to determine the 
location of the body 30 
yards offshore and 35-40 
feet underwater. The 
Flathead County Sheriff’s 
dive team responded and 
recovered the body at 
about 8:20 p.m.

The Nepal native was 
living and working in 
Portland, Oregon and on 
vacation with friends.

Names have not yet 
been released. Park offi-
cials have contacted the 
Nepal and India consul-
ates for assistance in con-
tacting next of kin.

Two men drown Saturday in Glacier National Park
The Western News

Wed 7/17/24 at 11am

Special Feeder Sale

3620 E. MAIN ST.
LEWISTON, ID 83501

Lewiston Livestock Market

Clay Bickford 208-792-5090
John Pearson 509-288-0161

LewistonLivestock.com

208-743-5506

Extreme Heat

DID YOU KNOW?

Heat-related deaths are preventable

Extreme heat or heat waves
occur when the temperature
reaches extremely high levels
or when the combination of
heat and humidity causes the
air to become oppressive.

HOW to AVOID:

WHAT:

During extreme heat
the temperature in 
your car could 
be deadly!

WHERE:

Cars

Houses with
little to no AC

Construction
worksites

WHO:
More males

than females
are a�ected

Outside workers People with disablities

Children

Stay hydrated with water,
avoid sugary beverages

Stay cool in an
air conditioned area

Wear lightweight, light-colored,
loose-�tting clothes

Older adults

HEAT ALERTS: Know the difference.
HEAT OUTLOOK

Minor Major

HEAT WATCHES HEAT WARNING/ADVISORY

Excessive
heat event in

3 to 7 days

Excessive
heat event in

12 to 48 hours

Excessive
heat event in
next 36 hours

Time Elapsed:
20 minutes

Time Elapsed:
40 minutes

Time Elapsed: 
60 minutes

Outside Temperature 80°

Inside
109°

Inside
118°

Inside
123°

                      can significantly slow the skin's 
ability to release excess heat.

Most        heat-related illnesses     
occur because of overexposure to heat or 
over-exercising.

During 1999–2009, an average of     

658     people died each year from 
heat in the United States.

                        estimated total cost

of the 2012 US drought and heatwave.  

280609-B

For more information on ways to beat the heat please visit: 

http://www.cdc.gov/disasters/extremeheat

74̊in

98̊OUT

Those living in    urban areas      may be at a greater 
risk from the effects of a prolonged heat wave than
 those living in rural areas. 

Sunburn

$30 BILLION

This Important Message Sponsored By The 
Following Businesses!

Regional Input Meeting July 24, 2024

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human 
Services are developing the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for Hous-
ing and Community Development (Consolidated Plan) and Fair Housing 
Equity Plan (Equity Plan).

What is a Consolidated Plan?
Montana is assessing its affordable housing and community development 
needs and market conditions and making data-driven decisions on how to 
use federal funding. Using data and public input, the State will determine 
priority needs and goals that will guide spending over the next five years 
for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment 
Partnerships Program (HOME), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), and 
National Housing Trust Fund (HTF) funds.

What is an Equity Plan?
In an effort to affirmatively further fair housing, the Departments are 
developing a Fair Housing Equity Plan that will be used to identify fair 
housing issues in Montana’s communities. Using local, state, and federal 
data, fair housing goals will be established to address fair housing priori-
ties over the next five years.

We want to hear from you! To inform the development of the Consolidat-
ed Plan and Equity Plan, the public is invited to attend a regional meeting 
Wednesday, July 24, 2024, to discuss community development and fair 
housing needs. For convenience and accessibility, in-person and virtual 
formats will be offered at two separate times: the first meeting will start 
at 10:00 am, and the second meeting will start at 5:00 pm. The online 
meetings will be conducted via Zoom; the in-person meetings will be held 
at Libby City Hall, Ponderosa Room, 952 E Spruce St, Ste 100, Libby, 
MT 59923.

Registration is optional but encouraged for in-person 
attendees; registration is required for virtual attendees 
to access the Zoom forum. To register or for more 
information, please scan the QR code or visit com-
merce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates.

Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabil-
ities or persons with limited English proficiency who wish to participate 
in this process and need an alternative accessible format of presentation 
materials or translation services. If you require accommodation, please 

contact Commerce at DOCConPlan@mt.gov no later than 5:00 pm on July 
17, 2024.

El Departamento de Comercio hará adaptaciones razonables para las 
personas con discapacidades o personas con domino limitado del inglés que 
deseen participar en este proceso y necesiten un formato accessible alterna-
tivo de materiales de presentación o servicios de traducción. Si necesita una 
adaptación, communíques con El Departamento de Comercio en DOCCon-

Plan@mt.gov antes de las 5:00 pm del 17 de julio de 2024.

Have questions? Email DOCConPlan@mt.gov
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Regional Input Meeting July 24, 2024

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human Services are 

developing the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community 

Development (Consolidated Plan) and Fair Housing Equity Plan (Equity Plan).

What is a Consolidated Plan?

Montana is assessing its affordable housing and community development needs and 

market conditions and making data-driven decisions on how to use federal funding. 

Using data and public input, the State will determine priority needs and goals that will 

guide spending over the next five years for Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG), HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME), Emergency Solutions 

Grant (ESG), and National Housing Trust Fund (HTF) funds.

What is an Equity Plan?

In an effort to affirmatively further fair housing, the Departments are developing a Fair 

Housing Equity Plan that will be used to identify fair housing issues in Montana’s 

communities. Using local, state, and federal data, fair housing goals will be established 

to address fair housing priorities over the next five years.

We want to hear from you! To inform the development of the Consolidated Plan and 

Equity Plan, the public is invited to attend a regional meeting Wednesday, July 24, 

2024, to discuss community development and fair housing needs. For convenience and 

accessibility, in-person and virtual formats will be offered at two separate times: the 

first meeting will start at 10:00 am, and the second meeting will start at 

5:00 pm. The online meetings will be conducted via Zoom; the in-person meetings will 

be held at Libby City Hall, Ponderosa Room, 952 E Spruce St, Ste 100, Libby, 

MT 59923.

Registration is optional but encouraged for in-person attendees;

registration is required for virtual attendees to access the Zoom forum. To

register or for more information, please scan the QR code or

visit commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates.

Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities or

persons with limited English proficiency who wish to participate in this process and

need an alternative accessible format of presentation materials or translation

services. If you require accommodation, please contact Commerce at

DOCConPlan@mt.gov no later than 5:00 pm on July 17, 2024.

El Departamento de Comercio hará adaptaciones razonables para las personas con

discapacidades o personas con domino limitado del inglés que deseen participar en

este proceso y necesiten un formato accessible alternativo de materiales de

presentación o servicios de traducción. Si necesita una adaptación, communíques con

El Departamento de Comercio en DOCConPlan@mt.gov antes de las 5:00 pm del 17 de

julio de 2024.

Have questions? Email DOCConPlan@mt.gov

Sprays of beargrass adorn the hillsides along the path to Therriault Pass over the Fourth of July 
weekend. Krista Nemeroff photo.

BEARGRASS ABLOOM

nal and failure to carry proof 
of insurance. 

6:46 p.m. - Dispatch re-
ceived a call regarding a 
child on a go-kart driving it 
around and kicking up rocks 
and hitting vehicles. 

8:42 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Highway 93 and 
3rd St and the driver was giv-
en a speed warning. 

8:50 p.m. - A domestic vio-
lence situation was reported 
on Highway 93 N and Di-
onne Nadon was arrested for 
Partner or Family Member 
Assault. 

9:13 p.m. - LCSO received 
a criminal mischief report on 
Iowa Flats Rd and a report 
was taken. 

9:37 p.m. - LCSO received 
an animal control/cruelty 
complaint at Pine Cone Ln. 
A report was taken. 

10:32 p.m. - EPD received 
reports of fireworks at Moens 
Loop. 

July 4
4:01 a.m. - LCSO respond-

ed to a residential alarm on 
Tree Farm Tr. 

9:07 a.m. - EPD received a 
911 hang up call from Moun-
tain View Dr. 

10:10 a.m. - EVAS re-
sponded to a medical call on 
Pluid Rd and provided trans-
portation. 

11:00 - EPD received a 911 
hang up call from Osloski Rd. 

1:26 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Dewey and 5th 
and the driver was given a 
warning for a turn signal vio-
lation. 

1:39 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Highway 93 and 
the driver was given a warn-
ing for stop sign violation. 

1:47 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Highway 93 and 
Crystal Lakes and the driv-
er was given a warning for 
speeding and failing to show 
proof of insurance. 

1:53 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Highway 93 and 
4th and the driver was given 
a warning for an obstructed 
rear plate. 

2:06 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Highway 93 Indi-
an Springs and the driver was 
given a speed warning. 

2:11 p.m. - LCSO took a 
report of a neighbor blasting 
music again on Terning Dr E 
and disturbing the peace. 

2:20 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Highway 93 and 
the driver was given a warn-
ing for stop sign violation. 

4:04 p.m. - LCSO received 
a traffic complaint but were 
unable to locate it. 

4:07 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Highway 93 and 
Riverside and the driver was 
given a speed warning. 

4:14 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped and the driver was 
given a warning for speeding 
and having an obstructed tag.

7:50 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Highway 93 and 
3rd and the driver was given 
a speed warning. 

7:57 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Highway 93 and 
the driver was given a warn-
ing for driving the wrong way 
on a one way street. 

8:30 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Highway 93 at 
mile marker 170 and an oc-
cupant was given a warning. 

8:37  p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped and the driver was 
given a speed warning. 

9:32 p.m. - LCSO received 
a call from an alarm com-

pany regarding a commercial 
burglar alarm going off on 
Highway 93 N. 

9:39 p.m. - EPD received a 
report of fireworks on 12th 
St. A report was taken. 

11:20 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Highway 93 E 
View Dr and the driver was 
given a warning for brake 
lights. 

11:36 p.m. - LCSO received 
a report regarding an empty 
truck on fire on Sophie Dr. 
The caller stated that they 
had pushed it away from the 
residence as far as possible. 

July 5
12:17 a.m. - A vehicle was 

stopped on Highway 93 N 
and Tobacco Rd and the 
driver was given a warning 
for being in violation of his 
learner’s permit. It was re-
ported that a licensed driver 
would drive the vehicle back 
to the residence. 

12:39 a.m. - EPD received 
a report of fireworks but were 
unable to locate them. 

12:41 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Highway 93  and 
the driver was given a speed 
warning. 

6:45 a.m. - EVAS respond-
ed to a medical call on Tripp 
Tr. No transportation was re-
quired. 

9:36 a.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Purdy Rd and 
the driver was given a speed 
warning. 

9:47 a.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Highway 93 at 
mile marker 177 and the 
driver was given a speed 
warning. 

9:54 a.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped and the driver was 
given a speed warning. 

10:03 a.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Glen Lake and 
Highway and the driver was 
given a citation for speeding. 

10:43 a.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Sandhill and 
Highway and the driver was 
given a speed warning. 

11:34 a.m. - LCSO gave or 
received information. 

2:24 p.m. - LCSO respond-
ed to a welfare check on Val-
ley View Dr. 

3:35 p.m. - LCSO received 
reports of a disturbance. A 
report was taken. 

4:42 p.m. - EPD received a 
report of harassment. 

5:25 p.m. - EPD gave a ci-
tation for careless driving 
resulting in damage to the 
Town Pump sign and to a ve-
hicle. 

6:46 p.m. - WKFD re-
ceived a report regarding a 
fire at Dodge Creek Rd by 
Rush Lake. 

9:52 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped and the driver was 
given a warning for a stop 
sign violation.

10:52 p.m. - The United 
States Forest Service received 
reports of fireworks. 

11:21 p.m. - LCSO received 
a report regarding someone 
still shooting off fireworks. 

July 6
12:14 a.m. - LCSO received 

a report that fireworks were 
still going off. 

7:21 a.m. - LCSO gave or 
received information. 

9:39 a.m. - EVAS respond-
ed to a medical call and pro-
vided transportation. 

10:59 a.m. - LCSO received 
a 911 hang up call. 

11:29 a.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on S Rolling Hills 
and the driver was given a 
warning for a stop sign viola-
tion. 

11:41 a.m. - EVAS re-
sponded to a medical call and 

transportation was provided. 
12:21 p.m. - LCSO re-

sponded to an abandoned 
vehicle. 

12:58 p.m. - EPD took a  
report regarding a theft. 

2:55 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Highway 93 and 
Sand Hill Rd and the driver 
was given a speed warning. 

3:01 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on HIghway 93 and 
Roe Rd and the driver was 
given a speed warning. 

3:09 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Douglas Hill and 
the driver was given a warn-
ing for speeding, not carry-
ing proof of insurance, no 
Montana Driver’s License 
and no vehicle registration. 

3:21 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Highway 93 and 
the driver was given a warn-
ing for a stop sign violation. 

3:41 p.m. - EVAS respond-
ed to a medical call. No 
transportation was required. 

4:41 p.m. - LCSO received 
2 911 hang up calls with no 
answer.

6:36 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Highway 93 S and 
the driver was given a speed 
warning. 

7:19 p.m. - EVAS respond-
ed to a medical call on Fort-
ine Creek Rd. No transporta-
tion was required. 

7:51 p.m. - LCSO received 
a report regarding a traffic 
accident and injury. The re-
porter stated that a motor-
cycle had crashed. Medical 
transportation was required. 

July 7
3:18 a.m. - United States 

Border Patrol received a 
mental health call.

7:49 a.m. - LCSO respond-
ed to a welfare check on 
Meadow Creek Rd. 

9:19 a.m. - LCSO received 
a 911 hang up call from 
Highway 37. 

9:47 a.m. - LCSO received 
a 911 hang up call from Pow-
der Run. 

10:22 a.m. - LCSO received 
a 911 hang up call from Pluid 
Rd. 

10:29 a.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Lindsay Rd and 
the driver was given a speed 
warning. 

11:06 a.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Glen Lake and 
the driver was given a speed 
warning. 

11:19 a.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Crystal Lake Rd 
and the driver was given a 
speed warning. 

12:19 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Dewey and 2nd 
and the driver was given a 
speed warning. 

2:00 p.m. - Dispatch gave 
or received information on/
from Dancing Prairie Ln. 

2:34 p.m. - LCSO received 
a misdialed 911 call from 
Koocanusa Estates. 

3:07 p.m. - LCSO received 
a trespassing report. The 
caller stated that a male in a 
truck came onto his property 
at Vrendenburg Rd and that 
the male was attempting to 
kayak on a private lake. A re-
port was taken. 

3:33 p.m. - LCSO received 
a 911 hang up call from 
Koocanusa Estates. 

4:58 p.m. - EVAS respond-
ed to a medical call on Grave 
Creek Rd. Transportation 
was provided. 

5:31 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on W Kootenai Rd 
and the driver was given a 
citation for having no mo-
torcycle endorsement, no 
rear plate, and for riding on a 
paved road. 

7:09 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Tobacco Rd and 
the driver was given a speed 
warning. 

8:18 p.m. - An animal 
control/complaint/cruelty 
report was taken at 3rd Ave 
E where the caller stated 
that she had chased off three 
Husky-type dogs that were 

attacking a fawn. A report 
was taken. 

8:45 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Highway 93 and 
14th St and the driver was 
given a warning for a stop 
sign violation. 

9:41 p.m. - EPD received 
an animal control/com-
plaint/cruelty call regarding 

two dogs running around 
and causing havoc on 5th 
Ave E. A report was taken, 

11:47 p.m. - A vehicle was 
stopped on Highway 93 and 
11th St and the driver was 
given a warning for a head-
light out. 

Blotter
Continued FROM page 7
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2025-2029 Consolidated Plan and Fair Housing Equity Plan Regional Meeting 
Post-Meeting Report Out 

 
 
Meeting Location: Libby, Ponderosa Room  
 
Meeting Date: 7/24/2024 
 
Meeting Time/s: 10am and 5pm 
 
In-Person Meeting Facilitators: Gus Byrom, Jeanette Blize, Rosie Goldich 
 
Virtual Meeting Facilitator/s:  Janelle Egli 
 
 
What were the highlights of the conversation?  
 

- Lack of childcare: affordability, availability, and quality 
o Lot of community support (from a variety of sectors) for childcare initiatives 
o Z25 coordinator (Dorey Rowland) attended – strong childcare coalition with capacity 

- Strong capacity, lack of organization and structure 
o Need better communication between coalition leaders to coordinate and not duplicate 

efforts 
o i.e. housing and childcare coalitions working in tandem 
o need a plan to address volunteer burnout and fatigue 
o potentially involve UW and MCF 
o LOR Foundation support  
o Strong community bond, more word of mouth  

- Major employers: hospitals, government, forest service, schools 
- Growing gap between working class and higher income individuals  

o Creating mistrust of public officials that might be influenced by higher income individuals 
who don’t support low income housing (NIMBYism)  

- Younger individuals and seniors cannot find affordable housing 
o Wants to close generational gap  
o Younger people are moving to the cities for education/jobs and not coming back 

- Younger people are not engaged in local public processes  
o Fear of speaking out and engaging against majority  

 
Summarize comments on Consolidated Plan provided (if any).  
 

- Economic development: lack of workforce due to lack of workforce housing and childcare 
o Tourism: hurting workforce housing (apartments are turned into vacation rentals) 
o Lack of FTE jobs 
o Seasonal, low-paying part time jobs 
o Locals can’t compete in rental market with tourists 
o Disappointment surround the SPUR that Commerce funded that didn’t go anywhere, 

questioned vetting process of business applicants for viability  
o Change in industries (no longer primarily logging/mining); going from FTE to part-time, 

seasonal labor 



Page ___ of ___ 

o FVCC is not a strong partner in the community  
- Homelessness: formal association to support unhoused individuals 

o Lincoln County Ministerial Association organizing coordination between hospital, police 
force and providing hotel rooms for unhoused 

o South Lincoln County Housing Solutions 
 Jan/Feb homelessness town hall created forward momentum 
 Library being a great resource 
 Need training to assist unhoused population with trauma-informed approach 

 
Summarize comments on Equity Plan provided (if any).  
 

- Need workforce housing (specifically stated teachers and nurses) 
- Need to assist private developers create affordable housing development projects that pencil out 
- People are creating ADUs without going through proper channels and regulations to ensure that 

they are inhabitable per health & safety standards 
o Ex. Converting garage into ADU, leading to potential toxic exposure  

- Zach from LCPHD: potential housing needs assessment in process  
- How do we know if housing is equitable? Looking at rental rates, mortgage rates, waitlists for 

public housing, rental agencies  
- Concern about lack of developers who actually want to build affordable housing  

o Too many “McMansions” and not enough “normal” housing available  
- Concern around suitability and safety of rental units  

o Health and safety risks of substandard housing 
o Distrust of landlords 

 
Additional notes?  

- Follow up meeting with Dorey scheduled for Monday, July 29 
- Need to identify potential funding sources  
- Northwest CAP can apply on behalf of Lincoln County, Libby 
- Ideas for improved outreach:  

o Analog outreach (radio ads, flyers) 
o Need to work with local library and churches on getting word out about these types of 

meetings 
- Community members working with youth court probation individuals (??)  
- Realtor in Eureka working with community members on providing affordable housing 

 
Follow-up: 

- Jeanette to email Sam (city admin) with Collin & Jessica for LSL inventory 
- Rosie/Jeanette to connect with Dorey Rowland (zero to five coordinator)  
- Doug would like to know the amount of total HUD funding in Lincoln County (Rosie will pull from 

CAPER) 
- Jeanette will send links to state data sources (CEIC) and link to housing data on CMT site 
- Should work with realtors and title company (to get word out about meetings) 

 
 
 
 
 





Department of Commerce Consolidated Plan  
 
Regional Meeting in Glasgow 
When: Thursday, August 1, 2024 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Where: Cottonwood Inn & Suites 54250 US Highway 2 Glasgow, MT 59230 (Map) or Virtual 
Register to attend in person here, this is optional. 
Register in advance for the Zoom webinar here (9:00 a.m.) 
 
 
Meeting Notes: 
 

- Rosie started the meeting with the PowerPoint and started the recording. 
- Introductions:  

o MDOC Staff: Rosie G., Julie F., Janelle E, Gus B., Chandler R., Stephanie C. 
o Other attendees: Emily Hale (Eastern MT John Tester), Lisa Fried De Reyes 

(NWMT-Sanders County), Tammi Fladager (Commissioner Elect Daniels 
County), Carilla French (Havre HRDC), Jen Gursky (Helena YWCA) 

- Emily Hale: No additional comment from Tester’s Office 
- Tammi Fladager: Q: Can we use these funds to rehabilitate properties, including 

removing the unlivable homes? A: Julie Flynn responded with a confirmation on the 
funds that could be used to accomplish these tasks. Julie also included her information 
in case there was an interest for further discussion. 

- Carilla: Comment: Says a lack of affordable housing stock and subsidized housing. She 
said that folks in the area have issues with finding housing and finding housing that can 
meet voucher assistance this is both with big and smaller towns. The costs of 
infrastructure is high that hinders new and rehab construction projects. The living wage 
for community members is not high enough to afford to live in that area anymore. 
Businesses can’t afford higher wages too. She mentioned there are some needs around 
homelessness as well even though it is not visible. It is still there and present so there is 
a need for additional education and understanding the needs. 

- Tammi: Comment: It would be nice to have a plan/program for areas that don't usually 
have the problem but have random homeless people. 

- Carilla: Comment: There is a huge area of MT where there are no available shelters. 
Can’t find housing to pay for rent like with ESG. She does mention that there was the 
ESFG but there was a lack of capacity to apply and manage. Churches help mostly as a 
resource for this. 

- Jen G: Comment: She mentioned that at least 50% of the new clients are from rural 
areas or reservations. This is continuing to lack that support in rural areas and 
increasing the needs in more urban areas.   

- Carilla: Q: Partnership question that Rosie posed: A: Nonprofits and faith groups are 
mostly doing the partnerships and hard to get buy in from certain governments, 
businesses, and private sectors. She mentions that there has been some increase 
interaction and partnership with police/ law enforcement.  

- Lisa: Comment: Sanders County with a needs for subsidized housing and a need of 
ADA compliance. Some housing stock is aging. Workforce housing needs- restaurant, 
school, or hospitals employees.  

- Carilla: Comment: Job vacancy remains because there is no housing available for them 
to stay and live for many law enforcement and health. The average housing costs are 
too high and more affordable housing is uninhabitable.  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/A3DH7xhQ3iBiaGoJ6
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mEypBw_zu0q9ftY_hyDcAsKS40YcM9dHlKRzUAApmvRUNVlZSUNDUEFSTDNNSlcyMkpDVEUwWFEwRy4u
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qsA4EEpkSeSIqBr68XWHnw


- Tammi: Q: Can we use the funds to convert some of these derelict houses to childcare 
centers? A: From Rosie did comment on CDBG community facilities and also with ED 
on job creation.  

- Jen G: Comments: They do have childcare facilities. She mentions that childcare does 
affect the 5 goals listed in the Con Plan. They have determined that getting the childcare 
programs together was really hard, but has shown to be very affective as part of their 
other goals and programs. There is a lack of funding available in general but definitely 
with childcare.    

- Carilla: Comments: Their agency did a community needs assessment which their most 
recent showed there was a huge issue with a lack of childcare that would support 
employment. There is enough childcare to serve 15% of the children in the area. This 
affects so many other areas of family’s live. The best beginning scholarships is lessening 
across the state and limits the service to rural areas. There is a lack of transportation too 
which affects everything.  

 
Meeting ended at 10:12am 
 
 
 



Department of Commerce Consolidated Plan  
 
Regional Meeting in Glasgow 
When: Thursday, August 1, 2024 
Time: 12:30  
Where: Cottonwood Inn & Suites 54250 US Highway 2 Glasgow, MT 59230 (Map) or Virtual 
Register to attend in person here, this is optional. 
Register in advance for the Zoom webinar here (9:00 a.m.) or here (12:30 p.m.). 
 
 
Meeting Notes: 
 

- Rosie started the meeting with the PowerPoint and started the recording. 
- Introductions:  

o MDOC Staff: Rosie G., Janelle E, Chandler R., Stephanie C., Julie F. 
o Other attendees: Tori M (Great Northern Development Corporation), Jim J 

(Madison County Housing Coordinator with HRDC 9 partnership), Kody B 
(Hospital CEO Scobey), Shane (NW Energy) 

- Tori- Comment: They did receive a grant from housing MCR bill 819 that will do a study 
for a large part of Eastern MT for housing too. 2025 May-June hope to have done. 

- Kody- Comment: Retention and recruiting hospital employees with workforce housing.  
- Tori- Comment: Saying that workforce housing is hard for certain areas because of the 

income level cap for federal funds.  
- Janelle- Comment: Also, trying to do mix income levels for projects and thinking of the 

POA. 
- Tori: Q: Asked about the cap in asking for CDBG. A: Rosie and Julie gave response. 
- Tori: Comment: Asking about demo and infrastructure. Saying it could be cheaper to 

demo and add on manufactured housing. Hard to get developers out to work in Eastern, 
MT. A: Rosie saying we could add this as slum or blight if the response comes up more 
and should be evaluated to and determined to be added for the state CDBG Con Plan.  

- Shane: Comment: Young professionals beginning of career and can’t afford housing.  
- Julie F: Comment:  In Scobey mayor asked about demoing homes and building new 

homes. 
- Jim: Comment: Saying there is a Bozeman bubble leaking into Madison County that is 

affecting young professionals.  
- Rosie- wrapped up on how to submit official comments again. 

 
End of meeting at 1:30pm.  
 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/A3DH7xhQ3iBiaGoJ6
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mEypBw_zu0q9ftY_hyDcAsKS40YcM9dHlKRzUAApmvRUNVlZSUNDUEFSTDNNSlcyMkpDVEUwWFEwRy4u
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qsA4EEpkSeSIqBr68XWHnw
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Lh3WU2UoQjG3o26-puTdjg

	Survey
	Public Hearings
	Focus Groups
	Regional Meetings



