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Soy-slicked salmon adds a fishy twist to banh mi

This two-fisted sandwich is
inspired by a Vietnamese banh
mi. Banh mi is a fusion of
Vietnamese and French cui-
sines. It comprises a soft
baguette layered with meat
(often pork or chicken), quick
pickles, leafy herbs and chiles,
with a generous smear of pate,
aioli or mayonnaise. It’s a delec-
table convergence of contrasts
— crunchy, juicy, creamy tex-
tures and sweet, salty, spicy fla-
vors — that deservedly nudges
this specialty into addictive ter-
ritory. It also provides enough
flexibility in ingredients to
appeal to nearly everyone, with
perhaps the one fixed rule:
Provide plenty of napkins.

This variation jettisons meat
and replaces it with a soy- and
Sriracha-slicked salmon fillet.
Wafer-thin cucumbers and quick
pickled carrot and daikon pro-
vide crunchy, sweet and sharp
freshness. A garlicky, spicy
yogurt-mayo sauce lends cool
creaminess to every bite. (You
can use all mayonnaise if you
prefer.) For the bread, choose a
wide baguette to contain the fill-
ings or individual sandwich
baguettes. Lightly toast the
bread to help prevent sogginess
from the fillings and lend more
crunch to the eating experience.

Lynda Balslev
Columnist

Salmon Banh Mi
Active time: 30 minutes
Total time: 30 minutes, plus
marinating time
Yield: Makes 2 sandwiches

Marinade:

1/4 cup soy sauce

2 tablespoons packed brown
sugar

1 tablespoon fresh lime
juice

1 tablespoon sesame oil

1 teaspoon Sriracha

2 skinless salmon fillets,
each 6 to 7 ounces and
3/4 inch thick, pin bones
removed

Slaw:

1 medium carrot, peeled,
coarsely grated

1 (3-inch) daikon, peeled,
coarsely grated

2 tablespoons fresh lime
juice

2 tablespoons unseasoned
rice wine vinegar

1 tablespoon sugar
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt

Sauce:

1/2 cup whole-milk Greek
yogurt

2 tablespoons good-quality
mayonnaise

1 garlic clove, minced or
pushed through a press

1 teaspoon fresh lime juice

1 teaspoon Sriracha

Pinch of kosher salt

1 large baguette, cut into
two (5- to 6-inch) center-
cut sections (or 2 small
sandwich baguettes)

1 (3-inch) piece of English
cucumber, very thinly
sliced

1 to 2 jalapeno peppers,
thinly sliced, seeded
(optional)

Fresh cilantro sprigs

Whisk the marinade ingredi-
ents in a bowl. Spread the
salmon in a snug baking dish
or glass container. Pour the
marinade over and turn to coat.
Transfer the salmon to the
refrigerator and let marinate
for 30 minutes to 1 hour.

Combine the slaw ingredi-
ents in a bowl. Let stand at
room temperature for 30 min-

Photo by Lynda Balslev
for Tastefood

utes, stirring occasionally, or
refrigerate for longer. When
ready to use, drain the vegeta-
bles well.

Whisk the sauce ingredients
in a small bowl.

When ready to assemble,
remove the salmon from the
marinade. Place on a rimmed
baking sheet and broil until
cooked through the center and
slightly charred on top, 5 to 7
minutes, rotating the pan once
or twice.

Place the bread, cut sides
up, on a separate baking sheet
or rack and broil until lightly
toasted, 1 to 2 minutes.

To assemble, brush both cut
sides of the baguette with the
sauce. Arrange a layer of
cucumber over the bottom,
slightly overlapping. Top with a
layer of the slaw. Arrange a
salmon filet over the slaw. Top
with jalapenos and cilantro
sprigs. Close the sandwich and
serve immediately.

Lynda Balslev is an award-
winning writer, cookbook author,
and recipe developer based in
northern California. Visit
TasteFood at TasteFoodblog.
com.

Refresh your shade garden: Transform the outdoors with impatiens

(BPT) — Gardening enthusi-
asts, rejoice! The long-awaited
moment has arrived — garden-
ing season is officially here. As
green thumbs eagerly prepare
to embark on their outdoor
endeavors, there’s no better
time to infuse your surround-
ings with bursts of color and
life. Joining in the spring cele-
bration is Beacon® Impatiens
from PanAmerican Seed®,
boasting a dazzling array of
eight vibrant colors and seven
playful mixes. Whether adorn-
ing hanging baskets, window
boxes or landscapes in the
shade, these resilient blooms
promise to bring an essence of
elegance and allure into your
outdoor spaces.

Brighten up your shady
space

Impatiens thrive in less
light, so when you’re planning
your garden, consider how color
can bring your shady areas to
life. Beacon® Impatiens make it
easy, since their vibrant, cheer-
ful blooms in striking hues cre-
ate a captivating visual con-
trast against their dark green
foliage. For a truly unique gar-
den aesthetic, blend various
shade-loving green textures,
like ferns and hostas with a
rich assortment of Beacon®
Impatiens colors ranging from
bright red and coral to white
and violet.

When considering spatial

arrangement, keep in mind that
cool colors such as greens and
blues tend to recede into the
distance, while warm hues like
reds and oranges appear closer,
establishing an inviting atmo-
sphere. Further transform your
garden or patio into a lively
oasis by selecting decorative
pots and experimenting with
more color combinations, set-
ting an enchanting backdrop
for your garden gatherings or
backyard parties. Impatiens
serve as an excellent addition
to any container, seamlessly
complementing other shade-lov-
ing flowers or plants in pots and
hanging baskets, adding a fes-
tive flair to your outdoor décor.

Stay on trend with color
combinations & new variet-
ies

Looking for inspiration to
kickstart your shade garden?
This season, consider trying out
a delightful combination with
Beacon® Impatiens, and achieve
a winning look by choosing
complementary colors. Pair
Beacon® Rose and Violet
Shades Impatiens with frothy
Euphorbia for a harmonious
blend of soft and bold hues. For
a striking contrast, combine
Beacon® Bright Red Impatiens
with statuesque Gryphon
Begonia, adding a pop of
vibrant color to your shaded
spaces. Create a playful palette
by pairing Beacon® White and

Coral Impatiens with colorful,
leafy Coleus varieties, adding
depth and texture to your gar-
den beds. For a classic look,
pair Beacon® White with tall,
red Salvia, creating a timeless
and elegant arrangement.
These shade garden recipes
offer plenty of options to suit
your taste and elevate your out-
door design.

If you love discovering new
colors and mixes for your gar-
den each year, the latest
Beacon® Impatiens additions
for 2024 offer exciting options to
consider. Impatiens Beacon®
Lipstick boasts a bold, sassy
red shade guaranteed to bright-
en any garden with its vibrant
charm. Additionally, the newly
unveiled Impatiens Beacon®
Pearl] Island Mixture includes
an exclusive preview of a “Blue
Pearl” variety, not yet available
on the market, blended with
coral and white blossoms. This
one-of-a-kind combination pays
homage to the picturesque
Pearl Island Lighthouse in Nova
Scotia, evoking a sense of coast-
al serenity and elegance.

Tips for caring for impatiens

Impatiens are an easy-to-
grow plant for beginner garden-
ers. If it’s your first time plant-
ing them, there are a few
important tips to keep in mind.
First, ensure you select a shad-
ed area for your Beacon®
Impatiens, although partial

Brandpoint

shade can suffice if it receives
morning sunlight followed by
shade for the rest of the day
during spring and summer. Pay
attention to the spacing of your
plants, as it influences their
height. Planting impatiens clos-
er together results in taller
growth, with Beacon® Impatiens
reaching heights of 14 to 18
inches. Concerned about impa-
tiens downy mildew (IDM)?
This is not an issue with
Beacon® Impatiens, as they
boast high resistance to this
disease, providing durable color
all season without the risk of
plant loss. When it comes to
watering, it is recommended to
maintain a balance; while impa-
tiens require at least 2 inches of
water per week in garden beds,
daily watering is necessary for
those in containers or window
boxes. Avoid over-watering to
prevent waterlogged roots,
which impede growth. Lastly,
fertilizing regularly, approxi-
mately every 2 weeks, ensures
optimal growth for Beacon®
Impatiens. Consider using slow-
release fertilizer upon planting
and reapplication midway
through summer.

By following these gardener-
friendly tips, you’ll soon enjoy
vibrant, long-lasting blooms
that illuminate your shaded
garden. Visit BeaconImpatiens.
com to learn more ways to cre-
ate a colorful shade garden that
will last through the season.

Using leftover hand sanitizer

Do you have hand sanitizer
gel left over after the pan-
demic? Turns out the disinfec-
tant has some other powerful
uses. For example, squirt
some sanitizer on tarnished
silver and use a soft towel to
rub it to a clean finish. If you
have marker or very tough
stains on clothing, rub sani-
tizer right on top and watch
them melt away (you can pre-
treat grease stains on clothes
this way, too). Lastly, use a

Danny Seo
Columnist

little to disinfect your smart-
phone; just squirt some right
on the screen and spread it
around, then wipe it off with
a soft cloth.

www.havredailynews.com
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Jessica Marie Longneck

Jessica Marie Longneck
passed away at St. Patrick’s
Hospital in Missoula, MT
on May 22, 2024 at 2:52
p.m.

She was born March 8,
1983 in St. Ignatius, MT to
Alvin Thomas Longneck
and Carol Faye McDonald.
She was raised between
Rocky Boy- Great Falls
area and on the Salish and

Kootenai Reservation.
Jessica carned her G.E.D.
She worked at a candy shop
and also was a stay at home
mother. She enjoyed writing
poetry, drawing, and she
was a great artist who drew
the best roses. She loved
visiting people, she made
many friends along the way
from Rocky Boy to the
Flathead Indian Reservation.

She is preceded in
death by her father: Alvin
Longneck; brother: Thomas
McDonald; grandparents:
Francis McDonald Sr and
Julia Hernandez; uncles:
Francis “Fuss™ McDonald
Jr.; James McDonald,
Russell Fristo; aunts: Donna
Grandrud and Judy L.
McDonald Matt.

She is survived by her

children: Kyle Finley,
Lochlyn Finley, Koleah
Finley, Alvin Parker,
Gracie Haynes, and
Dayson; mother: Carol Fay
McDonald of Charlo, 4
sisters and 1 brother: Twila
Jo McDonald of Spokane,
Angela Marie Bigerane of
Polson, Michael Alexander
Michell of Charlo, Rebecca
Fay Longneck of Charlo,

and Elizabeth Elaine Matt
of Polson. She is also
survived by her aunt: Julie
McDonald of Charlo;
uncles: Allen McDonald of
Pablo, Raymond McDonald
of Dixon; and several
nieces, nephews, cousins,
aunts and uncles.

State of Montana breaks ground on new Combined Labs building

By Reagan Cotton, MSU
News Service

BOZEMAN — At a
ceremony attended by over
150 people on Friday, three
Montana agencies broke
ground on a new facility that
will house three agricultural
laboratories conducting
research and analysis for
Montana’s producers.

The Combined State
Laboratories building, which
will be located near Marsh
Laboratory at the corner
of South 19th Avenue and
Lincoln Street in Bozeman,
will house the Montana
Department of Livestock’s
Veterinary Diagnostic Lab,
the Montana Department
of Agriculture’s Analytical
Lab and Montana State
University’s Wool Lab.

The university land for the
facility was approved by the
Montana University System’s
Board of Regents and support

for the project came from the
Montana Legislature during
its 2021 and 2023 sessions.
Speakers at the
groundbreaking included
Mike Honeycutt, executive
officer for the Montana
Department of Livestock;
Christy Clark, director of
the Montana Department of
Agriculture; and Sreekala

Bajwa, MSU’s vice president

for agriculture, dean of the
College of Agriculture and
director of the Montana
Agricultural Experiment
Station; as well as Montana
Lt. Gov. Kristen Juras.

“I can literally say this
has been decades in the
making,” said Honeycutt.
“We know there’s lots of
hard work that’s been done
and many generations that
have been involved. No
accomplishment comes
alone, and it takes lots of
people both in front and
behind the scenes to make a

day like this possible.”

The Montana Department
of Livestock’s Veterinary
Diagnostic Lab is an
accredited facility that
supports veterinarians,
agricultural producers
and wildlife managers by
monitoring and testing
for zoonotic discases and
ensuring the quality and
safety of animal products
such as milk and eggs. The
Montana Department of
Agriculture’s Agricultural
Analytical Lab tests feed and
fertilizer samples to ensure
correct labeling of ingredients
and tests groundwater to
prevent seepage of pesticides
and fertilizers into Montana
groundwater.

“My vision, as well as
that of the department, is to
have not only a state-of-the-
art facility, but also a facility
that has the confidence and
support of every livestock
owner and veterinarian in the

state of Montana,” said Gene
Curry, chair of Montana’s
Board of Livestock. “I want
o encourage every producer
in our state to use this
facility. Task you to continue
to support this lab and make
it the envy of the West.”
MSU’s Wool Lab, which
has been housed on the
MSU campus since 1947,
conducts analysis and
research on wool fiber and
sheep genetics to ensure that
Montana wool producers can
remain competitive and to
maximize wool quality.
“Wool is Montana’s
highest value agricultural
commodity by weight,” said
Bajwa. “The MSU Wool
Lab is one of the only two
university-associated wool
labs left in the nation. Our
lab tests around 15,000
wool samples each year
from around Montana and
beyond, and this new facility
is set to grow that capacity

significantly so we can meet
demand and provide Montana
wool producers with the
fastest and most accurate
service for their operations.”
Construction at the
building’s site has already
begun, and the facility is
slated to open in 2026. The
project was designed by
LPW Architecture, which
is based in Great Falls, and
the project’s contractor
is Billings-based Swank
Enterprises.
Greg Wichman, an
agricultural producer
from central Montana and
a member of the MAES
advisory council, credited
and thanked the generations
of students who have
pursued research in the
MSU Wool Lab, while
John Helle, founder of
Dillon-based Duckworth
‘Wool, noted the importance
of the facility’s scientists
to supporting Montana’s

Tester Leads Bipartisan Resolution Celebrating 100th Anniversary of Border Patrol

From Senator Testers
Office

BIG SANDY —
U.S. Senator Jon Tester
introduced a bipartisan
Senate resolution alongside
20 of his Senate colleagues
recognizing May 28, 2024,
as the 100th anniversary of
the U.S. Border Patrol.

“When I visited the
southern border, I saw
firsthand the incredibly
difficult job that the brave

men and women in Border
Patrol have serving on

the frontlines to keep our
country safe.” said Tester.
“These folks work day

in and day out to secure
our northern and southern
borders, stop fentanyl
before it ravages our
communities, and prevent
those who want to do us
harm from entering the
United States. I'm grateful
for their service and will
continue to work with

anyone, Republican or
Democrat, to get them the
resources and legal changes
they have told me they need
to get the job done.”

Tester has led the charge
to secure the southern
border and provide Border
Patrol and law enforcement
the resources and legal
changes they have said they
need to get the job done.
Tester voted for bipartisan
border security legislation
that was endorsed by the

Rabies, confinued from page 1

not completely without
risk, bites from domestic
animals that are owned and
vaccinated are lower risk
exposures.

“Rabies is not spread
through indirect contact
from objects that potentially
rabid animals have come
into contact with, such as
animal food bowls after a
skunk has caten dog food,”
Lopeman said. “The most
common rabies exposure
scenarios include sleeping
with bats in the room
or approaching wild or
domestic animals to attempt
to pet or handle them.”

1f someone is bitten by a
domestic dog, cat, or ferret,
the animal can be observed
for signs of rabies, almost
always avoiding the need
for the exposed individual to
undergo the series of shots to
prevent rabies. If an animal

concern in Montana
because a bite may not
be noticeable. Teach
children never to touch
wild animals or handle
bats, even dead ones.
Ask children to tell an
adult if they see or find
a bat. Do not allow
children to bring bats
or other wild animals to
school for “Show and
Tell.”

*  Avoid animal bites
from domestic or feral
animals. Teach children
to never approach
an unfamiliar animal
and to always ask an
owner’s permission
prior to petting an
animal. Attempting to
rescue a feral animal is
also a common source
of bite exposure. Sick
or injured animals can
become aggressive

transmission to humans.
« Bat-proof your house.
Bats must not be
allowed in living
areas of your home.
Put screens on all
windows, doors, and
chimneys to prevent
bats from entering. You
can prevent bats from
roosting in attics or
buildings by covering
outside entry points with
loosely hanging clear
plastic sheeting or bird
netting. Bats can crawl
out and leave the house
but cannot re-enter.
To avoid trapping any
young bats who will die
or try to make their way
into your rooms, seal the
openings permanently in

National Border Patrol
Council (NBPC), which
represents approximately
18,000 Border Patrol agents
and personnel charged with
enforcing our country’s
border security policies.
Border Patrol and law
enforcement have endorsed
the bipartisan border bill
because it would:

+ Provide more than $20
billion for manpower,
technology, and
operational needs to

the fall after bats have
left for the season.

+ Watch for abnormal
animal behavior. Most
wild animals avoid
humans and seeing
skunks and bats during
the daytime is rare.

If you see an animal
acting strangely, leave
it alone and contact law
enforcement, an animal
control agency, or your
local Fish, Wildlife &
Parks office if you think
it may pose a danger.
There are many animal
diseases that could
cause animals to act
differently, including
rabies, distemper, and
avian influenza; it’s best
to let animal experts

secure the southern
border — resources law
enforcement have said
they need to get the job
done;

Empower and require the
President to close the
border when the system
becomes overwhelmed
—a power the executive
currently does not have;

Make the most
significant legal
changes in decades —
including ending “catch

assess an animal that is
sick.

“Any bat that has
physical contact with a
person, or a bat that is found
in an area where undetected
contact may have occurred,
such as a bedroom with a
sleeping adult or child,v
should be tested for rabies.”
Lopeman said. “Do not
damage the head of the bat,
because the brain is needed
for the rabies test.”

DPHHS docs not
recommend testing bats
or other animals for rabies
if there has not been any
exposure to humans or

agricultural industry.

“There’s a lot that we can
do in wool science, and this
is a great opportunity,” Helle
said. “I'm really excited
and honored to be here to
[break ground] on something
that’s going to be very, very
important for the future of
our sheep industry.”

Over many years of
advocacy, planning and
fundraising, speakers called
the facility the result of
extraordinary collaboration
that will support agriculture
in Montana and the region
for years and generations to
come.

“I want to recognize and
acknowledge over a decade
of hard work that preceded
us,” said Lt. Gov. Juras.
“This is a critical investment
in our No. 1 industry. We
were proud to be a part of
it.”

and release” and raising
the asylum standards.
Through his role as a

senior member of the Senate
Appropriations Committee,
Tester secured significant
wins for border security
and law enforcement in
the FY2024 government
funding appropriations
package, including funding
for up to 22,000 U.S.
Border Patrol Agents to
secure areas between ports
of entry.

domestic animals.

“If you or your child has
any contact with a bat, you
find a bat in your home, or
you are bitten or scratched
by any wild or stray animal,
contact your health care
provider for appropriate
medical follow-up,”
Lopeman stressed. “Contact
your local health department
for guidance on how to
safely collect a bat involved
in a human exposure for
testing.”

For additional
information on rabies, visit
Rabies (mt.gov) or contact
your local health department.
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cannot be located, observed,
or tested, a person may be
advised to undergo post- .
exposure prophylaxis.
All exposures to
an animal capable of
transmitting rabies should
be assessed by the local
health departments for risk
of rabies transmission and a
possible recommendation for
post-exposure prophylaxis.
DPHHS reminds

everyone to follow these tips
to reduce the risk of rabies
exposure:
+ Do not feed or handle

wild animals,

especially bats. Bats

are a substantial rabies

when someone attempts
to handle them.
Vaccinate dogs and cats
against rabies. Cats are
especially susceptible
to rabies exposure
because they tend to
have more contact with
bats and wild animals
than dogs do. All
dogs and cats should
have a current rabies
certificate. Work with
your local veterinarian
on rabies prevention in
domestic animals and
report any potential
rabies exposures. Rabies
vaccination of animals
can prevent rabies

Ghaikoestatsom

How can the State increase access to housing, community assets,
and economi rtunities in Mo L
what you think via the Montana Fair Housing Survey.

‘The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human Services invite
youto participate in the 2024 Montana Fair Housing Survey. Responses will be used
o develop Montana's Equity Plan, which willinform the State's 2025-2029 Consolidat-
ed Plan for Housing and Community Development,

The survey, which should take 8-10 minutes to complete, will help the State assess
access fo housing, as well as understand barriers to access, and mitigate any barriers
identified.

To take the survey, visit
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates
orscan the QR Code.

The State of Montana, through the Departments of Commerce and Publc Health and Human
Services, is developing an Equity Plan to assess fai housing issues and their underlying
causes, set fair housing goals, and outlne strategies for achieving equity in housing. This plan
s required by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to affirmatvely
further fair housing and is part of the State’s effots o take proactive and meaningful acton o

. promote fair , eliminate disparities in oppor-

tunities, and fosfe
The survey will be open through Friday, May 31, 2024.

Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilties or persons with
limited Engiish proficiency who wish to partiipate in this process and need an alternative
accessible format of prosontation matrials o translation sorvices. If you requirc an

gov noleter than

Commerce at
5:00p.m. on May 31, 2024.

EI Departamento de Comercio hara adaptaciones razonables para las personas con discapac-
idates o personas con domino fimitado delinglés que deseen participer en este proceso y
necesiten un formato accessible alternativo de materiales de presentacion o servicios de
traduccisn. Si necesita una adaptacion, communiues oon El Departamento do Comorcio en
DOCConPlan@mt gov antes de las 5:00 p.m. del 31 de mayo de 2024,

questions? Email DC
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Probate: $45.00
($20/week x 2 weeks + $5 Affidavit)
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1 Name Change: $45.00
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Misc. Legals: $10/100 words
(BFPIRFP/etc.)

Affidavit / Tearsheets: $5.00
Contact Leslie Camel Stewart to place ads*
Email: leslie.camel-stewart@cskt.org

(406) 675-2700, ext. 1306
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* Deadline is every Thursday at 5:30 .M. :
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Classifieds

Submit your classified ads via email to ads@cutbankpioneerpress.com

GARAGE SALES

CUT BANK TAILGATE GARAGE
SALE/SATURDAY MARKET. Sat-
urdays 9 a.m.-noon, 214 N Cen-
tral, Cut Bank. Vendors welcome.
No fee or registration required. Set
up at 8:30 a.m.

HeLp WANTED

POSITION: AUDITOR 1 Program:
Blackfeet Oil and Gas Audit - Fed-
eral GS Wage Scale Wage GS-7,
Step 1, $25.00 per hour. Closes:
June 12, 2024 at 4:00 p.m. Appli-
cant must submit a Blackfeet Tribe

DON'T MISS THIS ONE! HUGE
yard sale this Saturday, June 1st
from 8am-2pm at 218 2nd St SE
Cut Bank. (Everything is FREE
after 2pm). Household, name
brand clothes, decor, musical
instruments, kids and adult books,
outdoor, sports equipment, baked
goods and much more!

122 2ND AVE SW, CUT BANK,
Saturday, June 1, 9am - 2pm.
Fishing stuff, toolbox, fire ring and
more.

HeLp WANTED

PART TIME DISPATCHER/JAIL-
ER FOR THE PONDERA COUN-
TY SHERIFF’S OFFICE. Must be
available to work day, swing, night
shifts, and weekends. Must have
reliable transportation. Starting
wage for this position is $19.99 per
hour to start, with a pay raise after
90 days and another 90 days after
that. Application, job description,
and benefit package available at
the Cut Bank Job Service at 1210
E. Main St., Cut Bank, MT or at
the Clerk & Recorder’s office in the
Courthouse at 20 4th Ave. S.W.,
Conrad, MT 59425, or at www.
ponderacountymontana.org. Appli-
cations will be open until position
is filled.

TEACHER WANTED - MIAMI
ELEMENTARY, a K-8 Hutterite
school located 18 miles west of
Conrad, is seeking a 6th-8th grade
teacher for the 2024-2025 school
year. Responsibilities included
being able to work in a multi-grade
classroom and teaching a variety
of subjects to develop academic,
social, and motor skills. We offer

a health insurance stipend, paid
personal leave, competitive wages
as well as a signing bonus. New
grads welcome to apply! If inter-
ested, please email your letter of
application, professional resume,
proof of Montana licensure or
evidence of eligibility to obtain and
two letters of reference to District
Clerk at miami31clerk@gmail.com.

JOIN OUR TEAM AT CEDAR
CREEK LODGE IN COLUMBIA
FALLS, MONTANA - the gateway
to Glacier National Park! We're hir-
ing for multiple lodging positions
from entry-level Housekeepers to
Front Desk Supervisors. We offer a
supportive environment where you
can thrive and grow your hospital-
ity career. Whether you're seeking
a seasonal gig or a full-time job,
we have opportunities for you! Ap-
ply now! https://www.xanterrajobs.
com/glacier-national-park-lodg-
es-explore/jobs?keywords=Ce-
dar%20Creek %20Lodge

Accepting Applications

In Shelby, 1, 2
and 3 bedroom with
full baths.

Includes all major appliances.
Please contact Sweet
Grass Apartments at
(406) 873-0249. TTY-711
& =
~

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
and State Fair Housing Acts, which
makes it llegal to advertise any
preference, limitation, or discrimina-
tion based on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial status,
national origin, marital status, age,
andlor creed; or intention to make
any such preferences, limitations,
or discrimination. Familial status
includes children under the age
of 18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women and
people securing custody of children
under age 18. This newspaper will
not knowingly accept any advertising
for real estate that is in violation of
the law, Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To report
discrimination in housing call HUD
at toll-free at 1-800-877-7353 or
Montana Fair Housing tol-free at
1-800-929-2611

1. Applications must be
postmarked on or before closlng
date. will

HeLer WANTED

POSITION: BLACKFEET VO-
CATIONAL REHABILITATION
COUNSELOR Program: Blackfeet
Manpower One-Stop Center,
Wage: Tribal Wage Scale Grade
13, Step 1, $18.25. Closes: June
12, 2024 at 4:00 p.m. Applicant
must submit a Blackfeet Tribe

not be considered. Qualified Tribal
members will be given preference.
For application materials, including
job description and qualifications
requirement, please contact the
Blackfeet Personnel Department
at (406) 338-7307 or email mbird@
blackfeetnation.com.

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT,
NORTHERN MONTANA JOINT
REFUSE DISPOSAL DISTRICT
Full Time, 40 hours, Monday-Fri-
day. Starting wage $53,000-
$60,000 depending on experience.
Full benefits. Will perform a variety
of professional, supervisory, and
administrative work in planning,
organizing, directing the solid
waste district. Exercises supervi-
sion over the professional mainte-
nance, administrative, and clerical
staff assigned by the solid waste
district board. Works side by side
with Financial Operations Manger
to ensure billing and collections
are accurate and on time. Reports
to board of directors regularly.
Looking to fill position as soon

as possible but will remain open
until filled. Contact Job Service for
employer’s application or contact
Ron Collyer or Rachel Kinamon

at NMJRDD 406-278-3095, 1479
Valier Hwy, Valier 59486.

BUILDING AND GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR
FOR PONDERA COUNTY. Full
time position. Responsible for
maintenance and operation of
county-owned buildings. Salary
DOE. Job description and applica-
tion may be downloaded from the
Pondera County website or picked
up at the Clerk Recorders’ office in
the Pondera County Courthouse at
20 4th Ave SW, Conrad MT 59425.
Open until filled.

1s must be
postmarked on or before closing

date. Incomplete applications will
not be considered. Qualified Tribal

HeLr WANTED

POSITION: PEER SUPPORT
SPECIALIST Program: Journey
to Recovery: Per Blackfeet Tribal
Health Wage Scale. Closes: June
5, 2024 at 4:00 pm. Applicants
must submit a Blackfeet Tribe
application. Applications must be
postmarked on or before closing
date. Incomplete applications will
not be considered. Qualified Tribal
members will be given preference.
For application matenals lncludmg
job and q

members will be given preference.
For application materials, including
job description and qualifications
requirement, please contact the
Blackfeet Personnel Department
at (406) 338-7307 or email mbird@
blackfeetnation.com.

POSITION: COMMUNITY
OUTREACH, PART-TIME (2)
POSITIONS Program: Culture and
Hope Program, Wage: Tribal Wage
Scale, Grade 13, Step 1, $18.25,
Closes: June 5, 2024 at 4:00 p.m.
Applicant must submit a Blackfeet
Tribe application. Applications
must be postmarked on or before
closing date. Incomplete applica-
tions will not be considered. Qual-
ified Tribal members will be given
preference. For application mate-
rials, including job description and
qualifications requirement, please
contact the Blackfeet Personnel
Department at (406) 338- 7307 or

i

requirements, please contact (he
Blackfeet Tribal Health Human
Resource Department at (406)
260-6616, (406)858-0889 or email

roxannebr@blackfeetnation.com.

POSITION: FITNESS COORDI-
NATOR Program: Tribal Health
Improvement Program (THIP):

Per Blackfeet Tribal Health Wage
Scale. Closes: June 5, 2024 at
4:00 pm. Applicants must submit
a Blackfeet Tribe application.
Applications must be post-
marked on or before closing date.
Incomplete applications will not
be considered. Qualified Tribal
members will be given preference.
For application materials, including
job description and qualification
requirements, please contact the
Blackfeet Tribal Health Human
Resource Department at (406)
260-6616, (406)858-0889 or email

email com.

roxannebr com

HeLp WANTED

SEEKING SUBSTITUTE TEACH-
ERS (DAILY RATE $150.00): Miami
Elementary, a K-8 Hutterite school
located 18 miles west of Conrad,
is seeking substitute teachers

for the 2024-2025 school year! If
interested, please email your letter
of application to District Clerk at
miami31clerk@gmail.com.

VEHICLES

WHY PAY MORE? www.northern-
ford.com. 1-800-823-1234. Cut
Bank.

WANTED

VENDORS WANTED for annual
Valier Homesteader Days. Satur-
day, June 29, H.S. Miller Park, 10
a.m. - 3 p.m. Call Linda at 406-
279-3347 or 406-590-4942.

STATEWIDE

BEAUTIFUL PUREBRED IRISH
WOLFHOUND PUPPIES 15
weeks. Excellent companions,
hunters, very protective. See
puppies.com Wolf Creek 406-
936-9633 To Qualified homes By
Appointment Only 1800.00. Jim

POSITION: PART-TIME WATER
AND WASTE WATER TECHNI-
CIAN Program: Two Medicine
Water, Wage: Tribal Wage Scale,
Grade 12, Step 1, $16.59 Per
Hour. Closes: June 5, 2024 at
4:00 p.m. Applicant must submit

POSITION: REGISTERED NURSE
CASE MANAGER Program: Tribal
Health Improvement Program
(THIP): Per Blackfeet Tribal Health
Wage Scale. Closes: June 5,

2024 at 4:00 pm. i

WHEN VETERINARY care is
unavailable or unaffordable, ask
for Happy Jack® animal healthcare
products for cats, dogs, & horses.
At Tractor Supply® (www.
happyjackinc.com).

must submit a Blackfeet Tribe

a Blackfeet Tribe

must be

Applications must be post-
marked on or before closing date.
Incomplete applications will not

be considered. Qualified Tribal
members will be given preference.
For application materials, including
job description and qualifications
requirement, please contact the
Blackfeet Personnel Department
at (406) 338-7307 or email mbird@
blackfeetnation.com.

postmarked on or before closing
date. Incomplete applications will
not be considered. Qualified Tribal
members will be given preference.
For application materials, including
job description and qualification
requirements, please contact the
Blackfeet Tribal Health Human
Resource Department at (406)
260-6616, (406)858-0889 or email
roxannebr@blackfeetnation.com.

JOB OPENING EAST GLACIER
PARK GRADE SCHOOL, 125
WASHINGTON STREET, EAST
GLACIER PARK MT 59434
(406)226-5543. Part to full time
position - Business Manager/Dis-
trict Clerk in Training. Hours: Mon-
day-Friday 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Year round position. Position is for
the remainder of the 2023/2024
school year. (Starting date: TBD).
Works directly with the current
business manager/district clerk.
Desired minimum qt 1St

POSITION: LEGAL SECRE-
TARY Il Program: Blackfeet

Legal Department — Wage: Tribal
Wage Scale, Grade 11, Step 1,
$15.08 per hour. Closes: June

5, 2024 at 4:00 p.m. Applicant
must submit a Blackfeet Tribe
application. Applications must be
postmarked on or before closing
date. Incomplete applications will
not be considered. Qualified Tribal
members will be given preference.
For appl\catlon malsr\als lnclud\ng
job and q

Hold a Bachelors degree with a

requirement, please contact the

FOOTHILLS RIG SERVICE IN
CONRAD IS HIRING FULL-TIME
RIG HANDS. This role demands
the capacity for manual labor and
is physically intensive. Trans-
portation to and from job sites

is provided. The job primarily
involves local work with

HISTORIC NEWSPAPER IN
HAVRE hiring for editor who
leads by example, general
assignment and sports reporters.
Contact Joshua Wood at wood.

FoRr SALE

SMALL WHITE, WOODEN HOME
OFFICE DESK, $175. 40" TCL
android LED television, $210. Both
new, never been used. Call 406~
873-2202 to view desk.

REeAL EsTATE

BROWNING BUSINESS OFFICE
$100,000. See bearontheroof.com
for details. Call BEAR ON THE
ROOF REALTY 406-226-5555.
Equal Housing Opportunity.

Classified
deadline
5 rm Thursday

CLASSIFIEDS

GET YOUR DEDUCTION AHEAD
of the year-end! Donate your car,
truck, or SUV to assist the blind
and visually impaired. Arrange a
swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and
secure a generous year-end tax
credit. Call Heritage for the Blind
Today at 1-855-901-2620 today!

PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATOR May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 855-762-1508

SAFE STEP. North America’s
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line
1 and service. Now

CONNECT TO THE BEST
wireless home internet with
EarthLink. Enjoy speeds from
5G and 4G LTE networks, no
contracts, easy ir

featuring our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 1-855-
601-2865

an
data plans up to 300 GB. Call 855-
419-7978

GET DISH SATELLITE TV +

INTERNET! Free Install, Free HD-
DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-855-995-3572

SWITCH AND SAVE UP TO
$250/year on your talk, text and
data. No contract and no hidden
fees. Unlimited talk and text with
flexible data plans. Premium
nationwide coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service. Limited
time offer - get $50 off on any new
account. Use code GIFT50. For

in-state travel that includes over-
night stays. Valid driver’s license
is preferred. Starting pay is $16
per hour, with the possibility of a
higher wage based on experience.
Benefits include paid time off

and performance bonuses. While

major in 3
or finance o related field. Five

or more years of progressively
responsible leadership experience
in and/or familiarity with school
finance. Knowledge of finance and
budgeting principles. Strong lead-
ership and communication skills.
Able to establish and maintain
effective working relationships with
students, staff, and the communi-
ty. Able to express himself/herself
clearly and concisely in both oral
and written communications. Able
to perform duties with an aware-
ness of all District requirements.
and Board policies. Ability to
handle stressful situations. Ability
to effectively manage time and re-
sponsibilities. Starting pay: based
on experience or $24.82/hour.
Must be professional, dependable,
responsible, positive, and con-
fidential. Team player in a small,
rural school. Must pass a criminal
background check. Applications
due by: Until filled.

Blackfeet Personnel D¢
at (406) 338-7307 or email mbird@
blackfeetnation.com.

POSITION: CLINICAL APPLICA-
TION COORDINATOR Program:
Blackfeet Tribal Health IT: Per
Blackfeet Tribal Health Wage
Scale. Closes: June 5, 2024 at
4:00 pm. Applicants must submit
a Blackfeet Tribe application.
Applications must be post-
marked on or before closing date.
Incomplete applications will not
be considered. Qualified Tribal
members will be given preference.
For application materials, including
job description and qualification
requirements, please contact the
Blackfeet Tribal Health Human
Resource Department at (406)
260-6616, (406)858-0889 or email

previous is beneficial,
training is provided for motivated
applicants. Serious inquiries only
call (406)231-0078. Request an

application or submit resumes to:

office@foothillsrigservice.com.

POSITION: BROWNSFIELD/
TRIBAL RESPONSE PROGRAM
TECHNICIAN - SEASONAL
Program: Blackfeet Environmen-
tal Program. Wage: Tribal Wage
Scale, Grade 10, Step 1, $13.71.
Closes: June 12, 2024 at 4 p.m.
Applicant must submit a Blackveet
Tribe

!

more , call 1-877-324-
0193

/e Can Help
You Reach
Your Target

Audience

Glacier
Reporter
406.338.2090
glacierreporter@gmail.com
www.glacierreporter.com

must be poslmarksd on or be(cre
closing date. Incomplete applica-
tions will not be considered. Qual-
ified Tribal members will be given

preference. For application mate-
nals |ncludmg job description and

roxannebr com

at requirement, please

C

” GLACIER RIDGE )

APARTMENTS
520 2nd St. S.W. ® Cut Bank ® (406) 873-5271« TDD 711
P LHTH
(e Family Living
* Rentis based on income.
* We offer a utility allowance.
* On staff, full-ime maintenance
depariment available.
* On-site laundry.
 Children’s playground.
o Of street parking

* Walking distance to mall.
 Scenic view of the Rocky Mountains.

EQUAL HousING.
SRRGRTONTY

/

contact the Blackfeet Personnel
Department at (406) 338-7307 or

email mbird@blackfeetnation.com.

Crossroads Housing
Hpartments for Rent”
For the elderly & disabled.

Reat o based wpon your
income, 00 you bunow it's

« Utilities Paid
+ Spacious, Clean & Quiet
* Located close to
Senior Citizens Center
(all 434-5661
TTFT11 =
MARIAS MANOR

208 Gallatin « Shelby, MT

ind economic oppos

identified.

How can the State increase access o housing, community assets,
rtunitics in Montana? L
What ‘you think via the Montana Fair Housing Survey.
The Montana Departments of Commerce and Publc Heath and Human Services invite
you to partcpate in the 2024 Montana Fair Housing Survey. Responses willbe used
to develop Montana's Equity Plan, which wil inform the State's 2025-2029 Consoiidat-
ed Plan for Housing and Commurity Development.

The survey, which should take 8-10 minutes to complete, will help the State assess

access to housing, as well as understand barriers to access, and mitigate any barriers

To take the survey, visit
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates
or scan the QR Code.

The State of Montana, through the Depanments of Commerce and Pubi Healt and Human

et us know

Senvices, s developing an Eq

causes, o i housing g0, and oulie statogie oracowig cquy  housing. This plan
is required by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to sfimaticl

und

further fair hous tof the

promote far

1uifos, and oster inclsive communitias froefom discrimination

The survey will be open through Friday, May 31, 2024,

in Dppar—

Commerce will make ‘Eamnab/e

persons
andneed an alternative

accssbio fmafaf fesontafon ol o franslalon serices Yoo an
accommodaton, please contact Commerce at DOCConPlan@mt gov no later than
500 p.m. on May 31, 2024

2] haré ad

mscapac—

idades o pers

que aeseen part

necesiten un formt

traduccion. Si necesita una adaptacién, communiques con El Dspsﬂamsnw do Comercio en
'DOCConPlan@mtgov antes de fas 5:00 p.m. del 31 de mayo de 2024,

Email DOC

pr

Find the classifieds, news, sports, advertisements and more at

www.cutbankpioneerpress.com - www.glacierreporter.com
www.shelbypromoter.com - www.thevalierian.com
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Stanton/romato

“Weare incredibly proud of
Gracie for being selected asa
Campus Compact Newman
Civic Fellow. This prestigious
recognition highlights her
exceptional commitment to
community service and civic
engagement. Gracieembod-
ies the values of leadership,
compassion, and dedica-
tion that we strive to instill in
all our students at the Uni-
versity of Montana West-
ern. Her efforts area testa-
ment to the positive impact
that one individual can have
on their community, and we
are excited to see how she
will continue to drive mean-
ingful change both locally
and beyond,” said Montana
Western Chancellor, Michael
Reid.

engagementwith thesocial,  bethe catalysts for change
political, and environmen- onmanylevels,and weare
tal issues impacting our privileged to help empower
world. These students will them to create that change”

LOOKING FOR

CANDIDATE
INFORMATION

FOR THE JUNE 4 PRIMARY?

GO TO

‘Through the fellowship,
Campus Compact provides
these students with learning L4
and networking opportuni- Brought to you by the League of Women Voters Education Fund
ties that help to nurture their
developmentas civiclead-
ers. Pr ing empha-
sizes personal, professional,
and civic growth that can
empower them to collabo- . . .

. s How can h 3

rate effectively across disci- ‘and economic opportunities in Montana? Let us know

N ‘what you think via the Montana Fair Housing Survey.
plinesand createlarge-scale

it The Montana Departments of Cammerce and Public Health and Human Services invite

positive change. you to participate in the 2024 Montana Fair Housing Survey. Responses will be used

The cornerstone of the fel- to develop Montana's Equity Plan, which wil inform the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidat-
lowship is the Annual Con- ed Plan for Housing and Community Development.

vening of Newman Civic Fel-
lows, which offers intensive

The survey, which should take 8-10 minutes to complete, will help the State assess
access to housing, as well as understand barriers to access, and mitigate any bariers

in-personskill-buildingand | e
networking over three days. To take the survey, visit
The fe]lomhip also provides commerce, mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates
fellows with pathways to or sean the QR Code,
apply for exclusive opportu-
nities, including mini-grants | e S
to help fund community causes, et 'g goals, and outine ng equity in housing. Th ’:lan
projects, scholarships, and Rl S Deparrien and
post-graduate opportunities. p
“Wearehonored torec- ol

gni: han di y / May 31, 2024,
group of community-com- -
mitted students,” said Cam- who e
pus Compact President Bob- please contact olapthan

bie Laur. “One of the best
parts of the Newman Civic
Fellowships is the richness of
students’ perspectives, expe-
riences, and backgrounds—
and how these varied sto-

500 p.m. on May 31, 2024

fraduceion.
'DOCConPlan@mt gov antes de as 5:00 pm. del 31 de mayo de 2024

Have questions? Email DOCConPlan@mt.goy

riesallled to their p

DILLONTRIBUNE
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Editor's Note:
Class C Track and Scottie Softball stories will appear in
next week's Courier due to the holiday and print deadline.

Hi-Line Ford
Athlete 0f The Week

Tanae Baker

Tanae Baker brought home
the gold in the girls 3200
meters from the Class B
State Track & Field Meet
in Laurel. She won the
race with a personal record
11:16.98, a 12.5 second
improvement for the Scottie
junior. Tanae also set a new
GHS school record in the
3200 meters, unseating
Vonnie Oliver, who had
set the record in 1980 at
11:23.6. She also placed
third in the 1600 meters.

ANGIE PAGE / FOR THE COURIER
Congratulations Tanae!

You are
Hi-Line Ford’s
Athlete of the

Week!

HWY 2 EAST » GLASGOW, MT
QUALITYATAFAIR PRICE  406-228-2141 « 1-866-528-2141
www.hilineford.net

Sunnyside Country Club
Saturday, June 8 at 10 am

TO REGISTER:

Visit us online at fmdh.org/golf for online registration &
more details. You can also register at Sunnyside or by
contacting the Founddtion Coordinator.

Coordinator Info: (406) 228-3556 or taylor.hohlen@fmdh.org

HEeLLAND LAW FIRM, plic

P I Injury & Malp

PERSONAL INJURY CLAIMS

« Auto & Trucking Accident

 Malpractice (Medical, Hospital, Nursing Home)

* Wrongful Death

* Brain Damage

« Other Personal Injuries
2175th St 8. Telephone (406) 2289331
70, Bov512 Toree 15008659531
Glasgow, MT 59230 E-MAIL phelland@hellandlawfirm.com Fax (406) 2289335

P &0 housts "
and economic opportunities in Montana? Let us know
i Montana Fair .

‘The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human Services invite
you to partcipate n the 2024 Montana Fair Housing Survey. Responses villbe used
o develop Montana's Equily Plan, which wil inform the State's 2025-2029 Consolidat-
‘ed Plan for Housing and Community Development.

The survey, which should take 8-10 minutes to complete, wil help the State assess
access to housing, as well as understand barriers to access, and miigate any barrers
identifed.

To take the survey, visit
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidatec-Plan/Updates

or scan the QR Code.
The through the Departments o
Services, i
cases, sef g This plan
s requied by the U.

tunities, and foster inclusive communites fioe from discrimination.

The survey will be open through Friday, May 31, 2024.

per
jmited English Who wi Jpate n thi " et
s ryou require on
please contact Commerce than
500 p.m. on May 31, 2024,
traducion. on
DOCConPan@nt gov antes de las 5:00 p.m. del 31 de mayo de 2024 @
Have questions? Email DOCConPlan@mt.goy bt

SCOTTIES

FROM PAGE 2B

Juniors Holinde and Baker
both topped the podium for
Glasgow. Holinde won the boys
800 meters with a personal best
time of 1:57.54 and became the
first Scottie to win the event at
State since Doug Seiler in 1988.
Baker ran away with the girls
3200 meters medal, turning in a
personal best 11:16.98, knocking
12.5 seconds off her previous
record. She also set a new GHS
school record, unseating Vonnie
Oliver, who had set the record in
1980 at 11:23.6. Baker is the first
girls champion for the Scotties
in the 3200 meters since Jami
Johnson (Hughes) won in 2011.

Boys
The Scottie boys finished
behind Jefferson, 90; Loyola-
Sacred Heart, 68; Red Lodge, 67,
and Columbus, 52 points.

ANGIE PAGE / FOR THE COURIER

Khye Gamas (I) and Kyler Whitman both set personal records in the 200 meters
atthe Class B State Track Meet. Gamas took fifth at 23.21 and Whitman finished

ineighthat 23.53.

Hannah Holinde earned ninth
in the shot put with a 33-00.00
throw.

Stone claimed ninth in the
high jump after clearing 5-00.00.
a personal record. Kimber Du-
laney set a season record with
a 4-10.00 height and finished in
13th place.

Stone carned a spot on the
podium in the pole vault with
a fifth place finish. She cleared
10-00.00 to score for the Scotties.
Yoakam tied for seventh with a
9-06.00 vault.

Chappell placed 14th in the
long jump with a 15-10.75 dis-
tance.

In the triple jump, Yoakam
took fifth at 34-05.50 for a po-
dium spot. Chappell, Stone and
Runner all hit personal bests in
the event. Chappell took 11th at
33-05.25 followed directly by
Stone in 12th with a 32-08.75
distance. Runner jumped 31-

Eve Stone vaulted 10-00.00 to take fifth place at the Class B State Track & Field Meet in Laurel held May 24 and 25.

Gamas placed fifth in the 200
meters with a personal best 23.21
time. Whitman finished eighth
at 23.53, also a personal record.
Gamas also set a personal record
in the 200 meters, placing second
at 50.56.

Holinde’s personal best
1:57.54 won the 800 meters for
Glasgow. Tavin Boland placed
11th at 2:07.85.

Gamas finished 10th in the
110m hurdles with a 17.64. He
finished ninth in the prelims at
16.72. Adam Mickelson ran a
17.70 to place 15th in the prelims.
In the 300m hurdles, Gamas
claimed fifth, running a personal
record 41.87. Mickelson also hit
a personal best — 43.89 — and
finished in 16th place.

Gamas, Solorzano, Whitman
and Babb placed ninth in the
4x100 relay prelims with a 44.98
time. They improved to a 44.93
in the finals to claim sixth place
and a podium spot. In the 4x400
relay, Whitman, Boland. Holinde
and Gamas ran a 3:36.97 for
eighth place.

Cade Hudyma hit a personal
best in the shot put at 45-04.75
to finish in 10th place. Connor
Hudyma took 16th with a 41-

08.50 throw.

Babb, Vaughn and Co. Hudy-
ma all turned in their personal
best performances in the discus
at State. Babb placed fourth at
150-09 and Miller hit the podium
in sixth with a 148-11 throw. Co.

Hudyma finished in seventh at
144-04, just missing the podium.

Miller, who came into State
as the defending Class B javelin
champion, threw a personal best
184-00 to take second place. The
record came on his last throw
and marked a 15-foot record for
the senior.

Solorzano cleared 12-00.00 in
the pole vault to earn sixth place
and a podium spot. Mickelson
tied for 13th with 11-00.00 vault.

Liam Chapman placed 20th
in the long jump at 17-10.50.
Boland took 21st in the triple
jump with a personal best 38-
00.25 distance.

Girls

The Glasgow girls tied with
Choteau for seventh place, fin-
ishing behind Huntley Project,
104; Loyola-Sacred Heart, 87;
Broadwater, 70.33; Plains, 26,
and Columbus and Conrad, 22
points each.

Baker won the 3200 meters
with her personal best 11:16.98
and set a new GHS school re-
cord. Haleigh Huntsman placed
14th at 13:11.22. In the 1600
meters, Baker ran a 5:20.13 for
third place. Emily See took 14th
at 5:49.22.

See placed 16th in the 800
meters with a 2:31.24 time. Gina
Page, in the 200 meters, ran a
14.00 for 17th place.

Yoakam finished ninth in the
100m hurdles with a personal
best 16.42, after running a 16.53

Vaughn Miller hits a 15-foot

ANGIE PAGE / FOR THE COURIER
inatthe Track

Meet. He took second place with a 184-00 throw.

and taking eighth in the prelims.
In the 300m hurdles, Ava Runner
ran a 52.06 for 18th place.

Joely Chappell, Yoakam, See
and Page combined fora4:23.16
in the 4x400 relay and a 13th
place showing.

ANGIE PAGE / FOR THE COURIER
Mayzie Yoakam sticks the landing during the triple jump at the State Track Meet in Laurel held May 24 and 25. Yoakam earned fifth place with a season record
34-05.50 distance.

03.00 for 18th place.

The Scottie boys team loses
Vaughn Miller and Toryn Rich-
ards to graduation this year while
the girls team sees the departure
of seniors Emily See and Eve
Stone.
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PAGES FROM THE PAST

Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing entries are past
headlines from the For-
syth Independent Press as
they appeared at the time of
their initially printing on or
about May 25, 1961.

RLEA SPAKERTO BE
HEARD ON LIONS
PROGRAM NEXT
MONDAY
According to reports
yesterday, a speaker from
the Railroad Labor Exec-
utive Association will
appear on the program of
the noonday meeting of
the Forsyth Lions Club.
The group meets at noon
in the Roundup Room.
Interest persons are
invited to hear the speaker,
who comes from St. Paul
and will discuss the pro-
posed railroad merger.

200 BUM CHECK
WORTH 3 YEAR JOLT
Jim Jones of Roundup
appeared in district court
at Forsyth before Judge
'W.R. Flachenbar to answer
to an information filed by
Russell K. Fillner charging
him with issuing a fraudu-
lent check.

The check was written in
theamount of $200 to the

Montana

officials attend
nudear forumin
Washington state

PRESS RELEASE

COLSTRIP — For-
mer-state Senator Duane
Ankney and Jim Atchi-
son, executive director
of Southeastern Mon-
tana Development,
recently attended the
Energy Communities
Alliance (ECA) “Build-
ing Nuclear Partnerships
and Projects” Forum. The
Forum was held May 7-10
in Kennewick, Wash.
with over 250 attend-
ees fromall over the U.S.
and Europe, including
numerous federal agen-
cies, private firms, and
non-profits. This was the
third in a series that the
ECA hosted as part of
ECASs New Nuclear Ini-
tiative to define the role
oflocal governments and
the partnerships needed
to develop priorities, edu-
cational resources, and
outreach on new nuclear

Howdy Hotel of Forsyth.
The defendant waived

his right to an attorney,
entered a plea of guilty and
was sentenced to three
years in the state prison at
Deer Lodge.

BICYCLE PARADE
PUT ON BY LIONS HAD
33 ENTRIES

The second annual bicy-
cle parade sponsored by
the Forsyth Lions Club
Saturday drew 33 entries
and 14 of them won prizes.

Eldon Rice, chairman
submitted the following g
list of results:

Most unusual entry:
Gerald Buffington and
Robert Gregory, caveman
and wife; first, Jim and Bill

Cope, Civil War tandem
bike, second: Larry Fergu-
son and Dwane Quenzer,
tandem.

Best costume: Rachel
LaRance, Indian maiden;
Cinde Gambill, Red
Cross army nurse; Kathy
Childers, angel.

Best decorated bike:
Chris Erickson, girl with
American flag; Cheryl
Gregerson, red dress, and
decorated bike; Becky
Anderson, Indian squaw.

Youngest boy, Ward
Smith, youngest girl, Joyce
Schiffer.

Judges were Ward
Koester, Bob Martinek,
and Ted Eik.

The parade was headed
by the Veterans Firing

Squad as an observance
of National Armed Forces
Day.

The committee reveals
that during the transfor-
mation of costumes at the
courthouse lawn, one of
the competing youngsters
forgot his shirt, Eldon Rice
has it. Things have come
to a pretty pass when a kid
can lose his shirt in a deal
like that.

HYSHAM CHILD
DROWNS IN DITCH
An 18-month-old girl
drowned when she top-
pledinto an irrigation
ditch near her Hysham
area farmhouse Thursday.
Dead is Yvonne Willems,
daughter of Mr.and Mrs.

Charles Willems.
Authorities said the girl
hadbeen playing in the
yard with her dog while
her mother was putting
another child to bed.
The tot’s mother noticed
little Yvonne was miss-
ing and thought her hus-
band might have taken the
girl with him. While Mrs.

‘Willems was searching
for her husband, another
farmer, Raymond Kolb,
discovered Yvonne's body
several hundred yards
down the ditch.

The child is survived by
her parents and abrother.
Mrs. Willems is the former
Faith Stevenson of For-
syth.

How

and economic opportunities in Montana? Let us know
at ink via t Fair Housi ey.

he Montana Fai

The Montana Departmens of Commerce and Public Health and Human Sarvices invite
the 2024 Montana Fair H

you
to develop Montana's Equity Plan, which vl

The survey, which should take 8-10 minutes

identiied

or scan the QR Code.

Senvices,

ed Plan for Housing and Community Development.

access 10 housing, s well as understand barriers 1o access, and mitigate any bariers

To take the survey, visit
ccommerce. mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates

The State o Montana, through the Departments of Commerce and Pubic Health and Human

P use
inform the State's 2025-2029 Consolidat-

to complte, will help the State assess
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y
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Housing a
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[ June 4, 2024 Primary Election Cond,

i Sample Ballot

bud County, MT

PRESIDENT

JOSEPH R BIDEN JR - DEMOCRAT
DONALD J. TRUMP - REPUBLICAN

| STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

SHANON O’BRIEN — DEMOCRAT
SHARYL ALLEN — REPUBLICAN

UNITES STATES SENATOR
MICHAEL HUMMERT - DEMOCRAT

JOHN TESTER - DEMOCRAT

ROBERT BARB - GREEN

MICHAEL DOWNEY - GREEN

BRAD JOHNSON - REPUBLICA

TIM SHEEHY — REPUBLICAN

CHARLES WALKINGCHILD SR - REPUBLICAN

| SUSIE HEDALEN - REPUBLICAN

CLERK OF SUPREME COURT

ERIN FARRIS-OLSEN — DEMOCRAT
JORDAN OPHUS - DEMOCRAT

JASON W ELLSWORTH — REPUBLICAN
BOWEN GREENWOOD - REPUBLICAN

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 2

SUSAN BILO — DEMOCRAT

MING CAGRERA — DEMOCRAT
JOHN B DRISCOLL — DEMOCRAT
KEVIN HAMM — DEMOCRAT
STEVE HELD - DEMOCRAT

ELSIE ARNTZEN — REPUBLICAN
KYLE AUSIN - REPUBLICAN

KEN BOGNER - REPUBLICAN
TROY DOWNING - REPUBLICAN
RIC HOLDEN — REPUBLICAN
JOEL G KRAUTTER — REPUBLICAN
DENNY REHBERG — REPUBLICAN
ED WALKER — REPUBLICAN

KIRK BUSHMAN — REPUBLICAN

BRAD MOLNAR - REPUBLICAN

STATE SENATOR DISTRICT 21

SHARON STEWART PEREGOY — DEMOCRAT

RAE PEPPERS — DEMOCRAT
GAYLE GEORGE LAMMERS — REPUBLICAN

STATE REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT 35

KIM KREIDER — DEMOCRAT
GARY W PARRY - REPUBLICAN

| STATE REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT 41

JADE SOOKTIS -

DEMOCRAT

DA WALLOWING BULL — REPUBLICAN

COUNTY CLERK OF COURT

development.

The event highlighted STACY ZINN - REPUBLICAN ELIZABETH T BALL — REPUBLICAN
over 20 presentations GOVERNOR & LT GOVERNOR COUNTY COMMISSIONER — DISTRICT 3
from numerous fed-

eral agencies, private
firms, and non-profits.
The focus was on devel-
oping and certifying
Small Modular Reactors,
including the challenging
Supply Chain Issues.

Former state senator
Duane Ankney noted,
“T'his activity will bring
additional jobs and eco-
nomic benefits to the
entire state of Montana.”
It was impressive;” noted
Jim Atchison, Executive
Director of Southeastern
Montana Development.
“This forum highlighted
what could be possible in
the future at Colstrip, fur-
ther diversifying and add-
ing to our coal economy
with jobs and revenue,” he
added.

Both Ankney and
Atchison think thata
local task force could be
created and another com-
munity meeting later in
the fall would help with
communication in this
long-term process.

For additional infor-
mation, contact SEMDC
at 406-748-2990 or email
Jim Atchison at jatchi-
son@semdc.org.

RYAN BU12.50SSE / RAPH GRAYBILL — DEMOCRAT
JIM HUNT / JERRY DRISCOLL — DEMOCRAT
GREG GIANFORTE / KRISTEN JURAS — REPUBLICAN
TANNER SMITH / RANDY PINOCCI — REPUBLICAN

ED JOINER — DEMOCRAT

SUPREME COURT CHIEF JUSTICE

JEREMIAH LYNCH

DOUG MARSHALL

SECRETARY OF STATE

CORY SWANSON

JESSE JAMES MULLEN — DEMOCRAT
CHRISTI JACOBSEN — REPUBLICAN

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE #3

KATHERINE BIDEGARAY

ATTORNEY GENERAL

| JERRY O'NEIL

BEN ALKE — DEMOCRAT
AUSTIN KNUDSEN — REPUBLICAN
LOGAN OLSON - REPUBLICAN

DAN WILSON

DISTRICT COURT JUDGE DISTRICT 16, DEPT 1

MICHAEL HAYWORTH

STATE AUDITOR

JOHN REPKE — DEMOCRAT
JAMES BROWN — REPUBLICAN
JOHN JAY WILLOUGHBY — REPUBLICAN

| DISTRICT COURT JUDGE DISTRICT 16, DEPT 2

RENNIE WITTMAN

BALLOT ISSUES

COUN

: REVIEW OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ROSEBUD COUNTY AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FUNDING, NOT TO
EXCEED ONE MILL OR $57,373.00 OF A LOCAL GOVERNMENT STUDY COMMISSION CONSISTING OF THREE MEMBERS TO
EXAMINE THE GOVERNMENT OF ROSEBUD COUNTY AND SUBMIT RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE GOVERNMENT.

COLSTRIP: REVIEW OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CITY OF COLSTRIP AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A LOCAL
GOVERNMENT STUDY COMMISSION CONSISTING OF THREE MEMBERS TO EXAMINE THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CITY OF
COLSTRIP AND SUBMIT RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE GOVERNMENT.

FORSYTH: REVIEW OF THE GOVERNMENT OF CITY OF FORSYTH AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FUNDING, NOT TO EXCEED
$20,000.00 OF A LOCAL GOVERNMENT STUDY COMMISSION CONSISTING OF FIVE (5) MEMEBERS TO EXAMINE THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE CITY OF FORSYTH AND SUBMIT RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE GOVERNMENT
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Central Montana grads make UM Dean’s List

At the University of
Montana, nearly 2,600
undergraduate students

made the spring semester
2024 Dean’s List or Presi-
dent’s 4.0 List.

"To qualify, students
must be undergraduates,
earna semester GPA of

Dan Bartel is endorsing the following
candidates for the June Primary.

Governor: Tanner Smith
Lives in the Flathead. Raised in Western Montana. Current State Legislator

U.S. Senate: Tim Sheehy
No Political experience in Montana. Successful military career.

U.S. House of Representatives: Elsie Arntzen
Moderate conservative Served in the state Legislature. Will fight to close the
border.

Montana Attorney General: Austin Knudsen
A warrior for the citizens of Montana

Montana Secretary of State: Christi Jacobsen
Incumbent. Fiscally responsible to the citizens of Montana

Montana State Auditor: James Brown
Extensive legal background. Fourth generation Montanan. Will cut red tape and
protect Montana citizens and businesses in the financial sector.

Superintendent of Public Education: Susie Hedalen
Will bring back Education to the Basics. Honor Family and Teachers. Ensure
School Safety.

Montana Supreme Court: Corey Swanson, Chief Justice &

Dan Wilson, Associate Justice
Both will serve the Montana Citizens and follow the law and constitution.

Public Service Commission: Suzann Nordwick
Smart hardworking Montanan. Will protect citizens interests

Montana Clerk of Supreme Court: Bowen Greenwood
Current Clerk of the Supreme Court. Excellent track record on improving
transparency in government and protecting public records.

Montana House Legislative District 37: Shane Klakken
Supports Limited Government, Individual liberties, Free Enterprise. Will make a
great Legislator.

Montana House Legislative District 38: James (Jim)
Bergstrom
Incumbent. Member of the: House Agriculture Committee. Member of the House
Education Committee and also sits on the House Business and Labor Committee.
James did a great job in the last Legislative Session and will continue to do so.

PAID FOR BY DAN BARTEL P.0.BOX 1181 LEWISTOWN MT 59457

3.5 or higher and receive
grades of A or Bin at least
nine credits. Students
who receive a grade of C+
orless or no credit (NC/
NCR) ina course are not
eligible.

The students listed
below made UM’s spring
semester 2024 Dean’s List
or the President’s 4.0 List.
Double asterisks after a
name indicate the student
earned a4.0 GPA. A single

asterisk indicates a GPA
greater than 3.5 but less
than 4.0.
Coffee Creek
mRabecca Lynn
Denton
mNoah Squires
Hobson
mRiley Obert
Lewistown
mBrinna Boettger
wThomas Brandon
mCaylee Brown
uClayton Elmore

mHunter Henderson
mMichael Howell
mSean Kunau

u Cael Nearhoof
mSamuel Rooney
mBrandi Ruff
mJames Schoenfelder
mGrant Swan
mDaniel Thackeray
mCarson Weeden
mBella Wengappuly
mCatherine de Guzman
Winifred

mRebecca DeMars

SCHOLARSHIPS TO SOAR

PHOTO COURTESY OF GERRY BROWN

The Lewistown Eagles Club awarded $1,000 in scholarships to four graduating seniors
from Fergus High School last Wednesday. Receiving the scholarships were (front, from
left): Kylie Moline; Kylee Peterson; Megan Vaughn; and Brookelynn Ruckman. Presenting
the scholarships were Eagles Trustees Gerry Brown and Larry Gates. The Eagles award
scholarships to students who have family members within the club.

Johnson earns Dean’s List honors at CSC

Irene Johnson of Roy, MT was named
to the Chadron State College Dean’s List
for the Spring 2024 semester. Students
met the requirements for the Dean’s
List by earning at least a 3.5 cumula-
tive grade point average. To qualify for
either list, students must be enrolled in
12 credit hours of coursework, be seek-
ing their first bachelor’s degree, and
have no incomplete grades during the
semester. Cities, states, and countries

listed are provided by the students.
Chadron State College, which was
founded in 1911, is the only four-year,
regionally-accredited college in the
western half of Nebraska. As a public
institution with its roots in teacher edu-
cation, Chadron State takes pride in
its accessibility and affordability. More
than 2,000 undergraduate, graduate and
online students currently attend Chad-
ron State.

The Montana D

and economic opportunities in Montana? Let us know
What you think via the Montana Fair Housing Survey.

tments of

you o paricpate in the 2024 Montana Fair Housing Survey. Responses wil be used
1o develop Montana's Equity Plan, which wil inform the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidat-
ed Pl for Housing and Community Developmen.

‘The survey, which should take 8-10 minutes to complete, wil help the State assess

invite

wellas

identified.

commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates

The State of Montana, the H
Sorvices,

To take the survey, visit

or scan the QR Code.

under)y
causes, setfair housing goal, an ouine stategiesfor achieving equiyin housing. This plan
s raquired by the U.S.

ther fair

i

The survey willbe open through Friday, May 31, 2024,

pe per
who

Fyou require an
pleasa contact Commorce

500 pm.on May 31, 2024
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tracccion. i o, communiq
'DOCConPlan@mt gov antes de Ias 5:00 p.m. del 31 de mayo de 2024

Have questions? Email DOCConPlan@mt.gov
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RANGER REVIEW

GMC outpatient remodel to begins this week

Glendive Medical Center was
set to begin renovations of the
Outpatient Registration area on
Tuesday, May 28. The Outpa-
tient Registration area, located
in the lower level of the hospi-
tal, is expected to be complete by
this Fall. This remodel is being
funded in part by the 2023 Grill
& Chill fundraiser to enhance
patient privacy.

“We are excited to finally
start this project and bring this

enhanced experience to our
patients,” stated Parker Powell,
CEO. “The new Outpatient Reg-
istration will be more aesthet-
ically and functionally private
and comfortable for patients.”

A temporary outpatient regis-
tration desk will be set up next to
the Physical, Occupational, and
Speech Therapy department in
the lower level. All Lab, Respira-
tory, Imaging, Therapy, and Vis-
iting Physician (Cardiology, VES,

Physiatry, Ophthalmology, Der-
matology, and REOH) patients
will check in at this new location.
Signage will be placed through-
out the hospital to help guide
Ppatients to the temporary regis-
tration area. To keep this regis-
tration area private, the door to
therapies will be closed. Patients
will have access to the therapies
department through a separate
entrance located down the corri-
dor towards the cafeteria.

Patients will still use the wait-
ing room in the lower level to
wait for their appointments,
except MRI patients will be asked
to use the seating outside of the
MRI room in the hallway of the
clinic. Itis important to note that
the downstairs ramp leading
to the waiting room will not be
open mid-June during part of the
renovation, so patients, staff, and
visitors are asked to be mindful
of thisand plan to use the main

entrance corridor to access the
hospital from the clinic.

“We want to thank our patients
in advance for their under-
standing during this renova-
tion,” stated Parker, “We will con-
tinue to provide excellent patient
care as we anticipate this project
to come to fruition. We believe
our patients will appreciate the
privacy it will provide, and the
updated, modern design will also
enhance their experience.”

THE RURAL CONNECTION

Dale Welliever

EPEDC announces hiring

of new Community

Development Specialist

Eastern Plains Eco- brings with him a wealth
nomic Development of experience and knowl-
Corporation recently edge. He has managed
announced theadditionof ~corporations, owned and
anew community devel-  operated his own busi-
opment specialist. ness(es), and has managed

Dale Welliever of large groups of employ-
Wibaux comes to EPEDC  ees, at one time as many as
froma career inbusiness. 1100 employees.

Welliever has experi- “Iam looking for-
ence from Auto Parts to ward to this opportu-

Life Insurance and every-
thing in between. He

grew up ona farm/ranch
in Wibaux County, and
graduated from Wibaux
County High School,
Miles Community College
and MSU-Northern. He

Democratic
Delegate
Selection
County
Convention
isJune 6

The Dawson County
Democrats are call-
ing their 2024 Demo-
cratic Delegate Selection
County Convention to
be held on June 6,2024
at 5 p.m. in the basement
of the Glendive Public
Library.

The group will caucus
with the purpose of elect-
ing delegates to be sent
to the Montana Demo-
cratic Party’s Delegate
Selection Convention in
Havre, Saturday, June 8 to
elect Montana Democrats
to serve as Delegates to
the Democratic National
Convention in Chicago,
the week of Aug. 18.

AllDemocrats who
are registered to vote in
our county are invited to
participate in this pro-
cess. There is no cost to
participate. Organiz-
ersencourage all Demo-
crats, including members
of minority groups, to
attend and be part of the
County Convention. The
venue for the convention
is accessible to Demo-
crats with disabilities.

nity! Twill work along-
side the stakeholders in

these communities to pro-

vide resources that will
help these cities, towns,
and counties flourish,”

Welliever said.

He can be reached at
406-860-2871 or com-
munitydevelopmentspe-
cialist@epedc.com. For
more information about
EPEDC and its commu-
nity initiatives, visit epedc.
com.

LOOKING FOR

CANDIDATE
INFORMATION

FOR THE JUNE 4 PRIMARY?
GO TO

VOTE411.0RG

Brought to you by the League of Women Voters Education Fund
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and economic opportunities in Montana? Let us know
i ‘Montana Fair Housi: .

The Montana Departments of Public Health and H. invite
youto parcipate in the 2024 Montana Fair Housing Survey. Responses willbe used
1o develop Montana's Equity Plan, which will inform the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidat-
d Plan for Housing and Community Development.

The survey, which shoul to complete, will help

access to housing, as wel as understand barriers to access, and miligate any barriers
identified.

Totake the survey, visit
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates
or scan the O Code.

The Stete of Montana, through the Departments of Commerce and Pubiiz Health and Human
E y

ling

causes, set far housing goals, qulty . This plan

i requied by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to affimalively
 fair '

tunitls, and foster nclusive communties free from discrimination

The survey will be open through Friday, May 31, 2024,

pe persons with
ited Er i

you require an
please contact Commerce ot DO than
500 pm. on May 31, 2024,

dades o personas
necesten e

ibn. i 6n, communi
'DOCConPlan@mt gov antes de las 5:00 p.m. dsl 31 de mayo do 2024,

Have questions? Email DOCConPlan@mt.gov

JAMIE CRISAFULLI PHOTO

DCHS graduate Raiden Bialorucki made this way through a hallway lined with Deer
Creek Elementary students and staff on the Thursday prior to graduation. Bialo-
rucki attended the rural school for his entire primary education. He was joined by
Corbyn Heidner, also a 2024 DCHS graduate, who attended Deer Creek in the third
grade. The current students, several who had attended school with Bialorucki, were
excited to send off the graduates with signs and cheers.
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LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

EDUCATION

Scholarship Last
chance to apply for ‘24
Grizzly Claw Trading Se-
nior Scholarship. Every
Year we give away Be-
tween $1,000-$2,000 to
a college bound senior.
Call 406-210-7627 for
more info!

For RENT

2 Bedroom: 2 bed in
4-plex. $750 deposit and
$750 rent. No Pets. Call
Tom after 5 PM: 406-
210-4970

Boat/RV Storage: 5

spots available for boat/
RV storage at Seeley
Lake. Two of them
measure 34ft long by
11ft wide, another two
are 20ft long by 8ft
wide, and the final one
is smaller, measuring
20ft long by 7ft wide.
These spots are located
in pole barn stalls at the
bottom of the property
at 4064 Highway 83
North Seeley Lake

MT. Call, Text, Email-
Stephen Maciag @
406-203-8610 smaciag
realestateauctions@
gmail.com

ForR SALE

Can Am Side-by-Side:
2017 Can Am Defender
(Equivalent to the
Ranger) $12,500 W/
UTV trailer $14,000 Call:
(406) 210-3332

HEeLp
WANTED

Cashier: Part time help
wanted at Good Times
Gifts and Clothing,
cashier needed for the
summer. Easy workable
schedule. Pay due to
experience. Apply at
Good Times Gifts and
Clothing.

Maintenance/Janitor:

Ovando Elementary
School will have a

job opening for the
Maintenance/Janitor
position starting on July
1, 2024. The position has
flexible hours with 17-18
hours a week during the
school year, more hours
during the summer and
special occasions. Pay
is a monthly salary, to

be determined. Please
mail a letter of intent

and resume by June 1,
2024 to P.O Box 176
Questions? Or to request
the job description
please email Dena @
pepper5632@gmail.com

HeLpP

WANTED

Crystal Clear
Specialty: Crystal Clear
Specialty Sprayers.
Currently looking for 3-4
people who like to paint.
Male or Female. No
experience necessary-
we will train you. Above
average wages. Call
Rick 503-970-9056

Double Arrow Lodge

Hiring Full-Time & Part-
Time Positions, Front
Desk, Restaurant, Kitch-
en. Flexible Schedules -
Competitive Pay. Please
stop by front desk and
pick up an application
406-677-2777 or info@

doublearrowlodge.com

Now Hiring Grizzly
Claw Trading in Seeley
Lake is taking applica-
tions for Barista/Sales.
Full time & part time
positions available. Call
or Text 406-210- 7627.
Email: 2xbrevecap@
gmail.com

HEeLpP
WANTED

Rovero’s hiring. Start-
ing up to $17.25. Apply
at gwpetroleumjobs.
com.

SERVICES

Pathfinder Hours:

The Pathfinder office is
located in the Heritage
Building, 3195 Highway
83, Seeley Lake. Our
office is open Monday

- Thursday, 10-2.
Please call 406-677-
2022 or email office@
seeleylake.com for

an appointment. The
advertising and editorial
deadline is Thursday at
5 p.m. for the following
Thursday issue.

Snow Removal/
Firewood for Sale:
Retired Roofer will
remove snow off roofs
and plow driveways.
Larch and Fir firewood
for sale. 406-499-9265

STATEWIDE

CLASSIFIEDS

Irish

Solution for sudoku and crossword found on page 9.

p
Wolfhound puppies 15
weeks. Excellent compan-
ions, hunters, very pro-
tective. See puppies.com
Wolf Creek 406-936-9633
To Qualified homes By
Appointment Only 1800.00.
Jim

When veterinary care is

ur ilable or unafford-
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LOOKING FOR

CANDIDATE
INFORMATION

FOR THE JUNE 4 PRIMARY?

GO TO

VOTE411.0RG

Brought to you by the League of Women Voters Education Fund

MAY 31-JUNE9 JULY 26 - AUG. T1

JULY 5 - 21
JUNE 14 - 30 AUG. 16 - SEPT. 1

2024 SEASON: May 31-Sept. 1
Fridays & Saturdays at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday Matinees at 4:00 p.m.
www.FortPeckTheatre.org
406.228.9216 * 406.526.9943

able, ask for Happy Jack®
animal healthcare products
for cats, dogs, & horses.

At Tractor Supply® (www.
happyjackinc.com).
Historic paper in

of the year-end! Donate
your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift,
no-cost vehicle pickup and
secure a generous year-
end tax credit. Call Heri-
tage for the Blind Today at
1-855-901-2620 today!

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility
with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 855-762-1508

i
Havre hiring for editor who
leads by example, general
assignment and sports
reporters. Contact Joshua
Wood at wood.saratog-
asun@gmail.com”

Connect to the best

wireless home internet with
EarthLink. Enjoy speeds
from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy
installation, and data plans
up to 300 GB. Call 855-
419-7978

Get DISH Satellite TV +

Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus

Limited Time Up To $600

In Gift Cards. Call Today!

1-855-995-3572

Get your deduction ahead

Safe Step. North America’s
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring
our FREE shower package
and $1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step
1-855-601-2865

Switch and save up to
$250/year on your talk, text
and data. No contract and
no hidden fees. Unlimited
talk and text with flexi-

ble data plans. Premium
nationwide coverage.
100% U.S. based customer
service. Limited time offer

- get $50 off on any new
account. Use code GIFT50.
For more information, call
1-877-324-0193

REQUEST FOR PrRoPOSAL

RESORT MANAGER CONTRACT: REQUEST FOR
BID Resort Manager Contract Position. Immediate
opening. Three (3) year contract position available.
RFB available at 231 Lodge Way, Seeley Lake, by

appointment. Call 406-677-2010.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PROPOSED LEVY OF SPECIAL
ASSESSMENTS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE FEE
IN SEELEY LAKE-MISSOULA COUNTY
SEWER DISTRICT, MONTANA

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that on May
15, 2024, the Board of
Directors (“Board”) of the
Seeley Lake-Missoula
County Sewer District,
Montana (the “District”),
adopted a motion with their
intent to levy and assess
special assessments in the
District for the purpose of
paying the ad strative
costs of the District and the
establishment or mainte-
nance of any required re-
serves (the “Administrative
Fee”). The assessments
are to be levied based
on the equal assessment
method described in 7-12-
2151 (d) M.C.A.

The total estimated cost
of the Administrative Fee
is $114,200.00. A one-
time transfer from District
Reserves of $83,602.16
will be applied to this
Administrative Fee, leaving
abalance of $30,597.84.

Each lot, tract or parcel of
land in the District shall be
assessed an equal assess-
ment of $60.71.

The full amount of the
assessment with respect to
each lot, tract or parcel of
land in the District for the
Administrative Fee will be
due and payable with the
payment of annual property
tax on November 30, 2024
and on May 31, 2025.

A complete copy of
the spreadsheet, which
includes the proposed
assessment for each lot,
tract or parcel in the District
is on file at the following
locations: Seeley Lake
Library, Seeley-Swan High
School, 456 Airport Road;
Seeley Lake Sewer District
Manager, 155 Wagon
Wheel Way; and Seeley
Lake Water District, 281
Rice Ridge Road, Seeley
Lake, Montana and on
the Seeley Lake Sewer
District website: www.
SeeleySewer.org. Office
hours and restrictions
may apply.

On June 26, 2024 at 5:30
p.m., the Board will conduct
a public hearing on the

proposed methodology of
the special assessments
for the Administrative Fee.
Protests on the method
of assessment must be in
writing, identify the property
in the District owned by the
protestor (as described on
the property tax bill), and
be signed by all the owners
of the property except as
provided in 7-13-2290. The
protest must be received
before 4:00 p.m., June 24,
2024, the last day of the
30-day period provided for
in this subsection. Send
by mail to the Secretary
of the District, Seeley
Lake — Missoula County
Sewer District, PO Box 403,
Seeley Lake, MT 59868.
The secretary and/or man-
ager shall endorse the date
of receipt on the protest.

The public hearing
will be held in-person at
The Historic Barn, 2920
Highway 83, Seeley Lake
MT, as well as via Zoom:

Computer: https:/
us02web.zoom.us/
/86464976067 ?pwd=dF-
FOUU9yUVIVZ]FZQmoA4ZI-
RQR3VEQT09

Telephone: 1 669 900
6833, Meeting ID: 864
6497 6067, Password:
032580

Further information
regarding the special as-
sessments or other matters
in respect thereof may be
obtained by contacting Bill
Decker 406-750-4943 or
the Seeley Lake Sewer
District at PO Box 403,
Seeley Lake, Montana
59868.

Dated: May 15, 2024

BY ORDER OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE SEELEY LAKE-

MISSOULA COUNTY
SEWER DISTRICT,
MONTANA

/s Felicity Derry
Secretary

Publish in Seeley Swan
Pathfinder: May 23 & 30,
2024

MNAXLP

SELL IT FAST
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!

How can the State increase access to housing, community assets,
and economic opportunities in Montana? Let us know
what you think via the Montana Fair Housing Survey.

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human Services invite
you to participate in the 2024 Montana Fair Housing Survey. Responses willbe used
to develop Montana’s Equity Plan, which will inform the State's 2025-2029 Consolidat-
ed Plan for Housing and Community Development.

The survey, which should take 8-10 minutes to complete, will help the State assess
access o housing, as well as understand barriers to access, and mitigate any barriers
identified.

To take the survey, visit
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates
or scan the QR Code.

The State of Montana, through the Departments of Commerce and Publi Health and Human
‘Senvices, i developing an Equity Plen o asess air housing isues and their underlying
causes, sotfar housing goals, and ouline trtegies for achiowing equty in housing. Tis plan

quired by affrmatively
rther fa meaninglulacion (o

us
g and i par o the Stele’s el

L pr f
tunitis, and foster inclusive communites free from discrimination.

The survey will be open through Friday, May 31, 2024

Com persons
limited English proficiency who wish to partcipate in this process and need an alterative
s merils ortrans ces. If you require an
please contact Cc then
500 p.m. on May 31, 2024,

ldades o personas con d
necesiten unc
raduccion 2 i
DOCConPlan@mt gov antes de s 500 pm. del 31 de mayo de 2024 :

deseen particip: procesoy

Have questions? Email DOCConPlan@mt.goy




How can the State increase access to housing, cnmmunlty assets,
and i ? Let us know
What you think via the Montana Fair Housing Survey.

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human Services invite
you to participate in the 2024 Montana Fair Housing Survey. Responses will be used
to develop Montana’s Equity Plan, which will inform the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidat-
ed Plan for Housing and Community Development.

The survey, which should take 8-10 minutes to complete, will help the State assess
access to housing, as well as understand barriers to access, and mitigate any barriers
identified.

To take the survey, visit
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates
or scan the QR Code.

The State of Montana, through the Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human
Services, is developing an Equity Plan to assess fair housing issues and their underlying
causes, set fair housing goals, and outline strategies for achieving equity in housing. This plan
is required by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to affirmatively
further fair housing and is part of the State’s efforts to take proactive and meaningful action to
overcome patterns of segregation, promote fair housing choice, eliminate disparities in oppor-
tunities, and foster inclusive communities free from discrimination.

The survey will be open through Friday, May 31, 2024.

make for persons with disabilities or persons with
limited Enghsh proficiency who wish to participate in this process and need an alternative
format of p materials or services. If you require an
accommodation, please contact Commerce at DOCConPlan@mt.gov no later than
00 p.m. on May 31, 2024.

El Departamento de Comercio hara adaptaciones razonables para las personas con discapac-
idades o personas con dommo limitado del inglés que deseen participar en este proceso y
necesiten un formato der de i6n o servicios de
traduccién. Si necesita una de Comercio en

DOCConPlan@mt.gov antes de las 5:00 p.m. del 31 de mayo de 2024.

Have ? Email DOCC
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will not support summer
maintenance on Lake-
shore, he would support
snow removal through

one additional winter in
order to give the residents
at Georgetown time to
organize. “It would be hard

Lakeshore from page 1

EMS and law enforcement
response time and services
and best serve Georgetown
Lake residents.
Commissioner Charles
Hinkle stated that while he

in the Powell
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Powell County Planning Board will hold a public
hearing at 1 PM on Thursday, June 6, 2024 in the Powell
Community Center to consider a Conditional Use Permit
request submitted by Evelyn Benson for the Benson Family
Ranch. The petitioner is seeking permission to constructa
fourth residence on a single parcel consisting of approxi-
mately 640 acres. The property is located off of MT Highway
12 E of the Avon area, Section 20 of Township 10N, and
Range 08W. Section #V-E-3(c)(iv) of the Powell County
Zoning & Development Regulations requires the issuance of
aConditional Use Permit for multiple residential buildings on
one parcel in District #4.

The Planning Board has the authority to render a decision
ona CUP request after the public hearing portion of the
meeting. The Planning Board invites all interested parties to
attend or submit comments. The petition and all supporting
materials are available for viewing at the Powell County
Planning Department, 409 Missouri Ave., Suite 114, Deer
Lodge, MT. Contact Amanda Cooley at 846.9729 for
further information.

Published in the Silver State Post, Deer Lodge,

NOTICE
SALE OF SURPLUS GRANITE
COUNTY PROPERTY

The Granite County Commissioners have declared
certain property as surplus and offer it to the public by
sealed bid. Written sealed bids should be cIearIy marked
on envelope “Surplus Property Bid, June.” Written bids
must contain the item #. Submit written sealed bids to the
Granite County Commissioners Office by 5:00 p.m. on
Monday, June 10, 2024.

LIST OF PROPERTY FOR BID CAN BE FOUND ONLINE
(https://www.granitecountymt.us/commissioner) — Listed
under “County Bids”

For information on bidding or to view property, please
contact Commission Assistant Billie Ann Kulaski by tele-
phone at406-859-7023, by email at bkulaski@co.granite-
mLus.

No minimum bid required. All property is offered on an
“asis, where is"” hasis and Granite County reserves the right
torejectany and all bids for any reason. Paymentin full
must be made within 2 days of notification of a successful
bid. Property must be removed within 3 days of payment.

For further information on bidding contact Commission
Assistant Billie Ann Kulaski by telephone at 406-859-7023,
by email at bkulaski@co.granite.mt. us, by mail at P.0. Box
925, Philipshurg, MT 59858, or in person at the Granite
County Courthouse, 220 North Sansome Street, Philips-
burg. To see photos of each item please visit the website
listed ahove.

Dated this 21st day of May, 2024. The sealed bids will
be opened ina public meeting before the Board of Granite
County Commissioners, at their Courthouse Office, on
Tuesday, June 11, 20243t 11:00a,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF GRANITE COUNTY
/s/ Blanche McLure, Chairperson
Published in the Philipsburg Mail on May 30 & June 6, 2024.
MNAXLP
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to take for these people to
suddenly not have snow-
plowing, I realize that,” said
Hinkle.

Commissioner Scott Ad-
ler also protested summer
maintenance, stating he
does not think the county
should have to do work on
non-county roads.

Commissioner Blanche
McLure then asked if
Hinkle and Adler would
like to remove summer
maintenance from Forest
Roads 8686 and 406
but continue with snow
plowing. Hinkle clarified
that he thinks summer
maintenance should
continue on Forest Road
406 (Upper Georgetown
Lake Road) because “we’re
doing it, we've been doing
it for years.”

MeclLure followed stating,
“we’ve been doing it for
years on Lakeshore, too.”
Commissioner Hinkle
insisted that the existing
safety hazards on 8686,
which are not present on
406, distinguish the two
roads.

Hinkle then motioned to
continue with snow plow-
ing on Forest Road 8686
through May of 2025, with
no summer maintenance,
while continuing with
both maintenance and
snow removal on Forest
Road 406. Adler seconded
the motion while McLure
voted “nay,” stating she
believed summer mainte-
nance should be continued
as well. The motion passed
and carried, two to one.

While the Forest Service
is restrained by federal
policy on the type and
amount of maintenance
they are allowed to provide
on any given Forest Road,
District Ranger Cameron
Rasor has secured extra
funds for gravel this
coming summer, which
will aid residents.

While the issue is settled
for the time being, dis-
cussions on maintenance
and snow removal will

MT on May 29 & June 5, 2024 MNAXLP || resurface in the months
before May 2025.
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Mountainegr Classifieds & Leals

Call Today 318-2176 & Place Your Classified Ad!
All ads must be prepaid before being placed in the paper.

"Historic newspaper in Havre
hiring for editor who leads by
example, general assignment and
sports reporters. Contact Joshua
Wood at wood saratogasun@
gmail com”

Purebred Irish

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and data.
No contract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text with flex-
ible data plans. Premium nation-
wide coverage. 100% U.S. based
customer service. Limited time
offer - get $50 off on any new
account. Use code GIFT50. For
more information, call 1-877-
324-0193

Connect to the best wireless

home internet with EarthLink.
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G
LTE networks. no contracts, easy
installation, and data plans up to
300 GB. Call 855-419-7978

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call To-
day! 1-855-995-3572

NOTICE THAT A TAX DEED
MAY BE ISSUED
IF YOU DO NOT RESPOND
TO THIS NOTICE, YOU
WILL LOSE YOUR PROP-
ERTY.

TO; OKADA YOSHITO, 2760
76th Ave S.E. Apt#f 506, Mercer
Tsland, WA .98040-2769
Y. OKADA, Loma, MT 59460
CHOUTEAU COUNTY TREA-
SURER, P.O. Box 459. Fort
Benton, MT 59442

Pursuant to section 15-18-212,
Montana Code Annotated, NO-
TICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:

1. As aresult of a
property tax delinquency, a
property lien exists on the
following described real prop-
erty in which you may have an
interest: LOMA ORIGINAL
TOWNSITE, S07, T25N, RI10E,
BLOCK 002, LOT15
LOMA ORIGINAL TOWN-
SITE, S07, T25N, R10E, LOT1
OF LOT I. PARCEL No.42619,
Geo: 3620-07-3-10-02-0000

3620-07-3-11-03-0000

2.The various real property
taxes became delinquent after

puppies. Beautiful colors. Ex-
ceed AKC standards. 9 weeks.
Wolf Creek. Call Jim 406-936-
9633.

Like new DR 36" motorized Ro-
totiller. Used less than 15 hours.
We quit gardening. Call 406-
378-3226 for appointment to see
at 254 Michigan Ave.

Safe Step. North Americans
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for a lim-
ited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 1-855-
601-2865

LEG

Get your deduction ahead of
the year-end! Donate your car,
truck, or SUV to assist the blind
and visually impaired. Arrange
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous year-end
tax credit. Call Heritage for the
Blind Today at 1-855-901-2620
today!

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit!
Call 855-762-1508

When veterinary care is un-

available or unaffordable, ask
for Happy Jack® animal health-
care products for cats, dogs,
& horses. At Tractor Supply®
(www.happyjackine.com).

Permissive Mill Levy

-30 2020 and May,
31.2021
3. The property tax lien was
attached on August 2, 2021
4. The lien was subsequently
assigned to Fay A Allderdice.
PO Box 133, Loma, MT 59460.
5. As of the date of this notice,
the amount of taxes due is:
TAXES:
$346.71
PENALTY:

INTEREST:

6. For the property tax lien to
be liquidated, the total amount
listed in paragraph 5, plus addi-
tional interest and cost, must be
paid by August 01,2024, which
is the date that the redemption
period expired.

7. Tf all taxes, penaltics, Inter-
est, and cost are not paid to the
COUNTY TREASURER on or
prior to August 01,2024, which
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LEGALS

The ExpressVote is a ballot-marking system that is available for anyone to use during the up-
coming election. Tts main purpose is to allow voters with disabilities and other special needs to

mark a ballot privately and independently.

. You will be issued a ballot card.

Dok —

. Inform the election official that you wish to vote using ExpressVote.

. Insert the ballot card into the ballot feed tray on the front of the machine
. The screen will display instructions and the ballot choices.

The Boards of Supervisors of the Big Sandy Conservation District
will hold a public comments time to levy an additional $4,950.00 for
the purpose of providing health insurance benefits to the Adminis
trator of the Big Sand Conservations District. The hearing will be
held at 7:00 p.m. On June 12,2024 at the Big Sandy Conservation
District Office. Questions and written comments should be directed
to Barb Martin, Administrator Big Sandy Conservations District 232
Ist Ave.. PO Box 218, Big Sandy, MT 59520, bigsandycd@yahoo.
com, or phone: 406-378-2298.

L ho date e redemnt The following helpful options are available:
15 the date the redemption pe- a. Change contrast and font size for readability
riod expires, a tax deed may be b. Audio headphones

issued to the assignee or county ¢. Braille keypad

that is the possessor of the tax d. Connection for Sip-n-Puff personal devic

lien on the day following the 6. Make your selections by using the tou en capability, or by using the keypad.
date that the redemption period 7. After you have completed your selections, the ExpressVote will confirm your selections on the screen, and by

expires. audio if you select the audio option.
8 The business address and 8. After verifying your sclections, the ExpressVote will mark and print out your ballot card.
N . 9. Confirm your choices on the printed and marked ballot card.
‘;::5:32: ‘:‘,‘}":""":'r;;‘::fb‘]‘:?;‘r 10. Return the marked ballot card to the election official.
e s respons 1. You can request help anytime during the process.
issuing the tax deed is Chouteau
County Treasurer, PO Box 459,
Fort Benton, MT 59442. Phone:
(406) 622-5032.

522,29

MNAXLP Election Information

Barcodes of election information and
FUTHER NOTICE FOR votes
THOSE PERSONS LISTED
ABOVE WHOSE AD-
DRESSES ARE UNKNOWN:
1. The address of the interest-
ed party is unknown.

Just a reminder!
The Mountaineer deadline is

Noon on Friday’s.
That gurantees your things
will be in the next

Votes for candidates and measures are
printed on the card

Wednesdays paper. 2.The published notice
We can’t gurantee things that are meets the legal requirements
gu N for notice of a pending tax deed
submitted Mondays. issuance.

3. The interested party’s
tights in the property may be in
jeopardy.

INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO VOTE ON A DS-200 PRECINCT TABULATOR

The DS200 is a precinct level tabulator that will be available to tabulate ballots at the Courthouse.

1.To vote, ill in the oval completely.

2. Vote both sides and all sheets.

3. Use only black or blue ink to mark your ballot. An optical or digital tabulator will count your ballot. If
you use any other type of marking instrument, it may not be detected by the tabulator.

4. When marking your ballot, you should NOT make an X or a check mark. You should NOT cross out,
erase, or use correction fluid on the ballot and if you make an error, you should request a new ballot.

5.READ INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY! If you mark more candidates than you are allowed to mark
for that position, it is considered an overvote. You may request a new ballot if you overvote in any race. If
you do not correct your ballot, that race will not count because of the overvote; however, the remainder of
your ballot will be counted.

DATED at FORT BEN-
TON, MT - 12:01 PM this MAY
15,2024
FAY A. ALLDERDICE

How can the State increase access to housing, community assets,
and economic opportunities in Montana? Let us know.
what you think via the Mos

IF YOU DO NOT RESPOND
TO THIS NOTICE, YOU WILL
LOSE YOUR PROPERTY

tana Fair Housing Survey.

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human Services invite
you lo participate in the 2024 Montana Fair Housing Survey. Responses will be used
o develop Montana's Equily Plan, which willinform the State's 2025-2029 Consolidal-
ed Plan for Housing and Community Development.

522,29
The survey, which should take 8-10 minutes to complete, will help the State assess MNAXLP
access to housing, as well as understand barriers to access, and miligate any barriers 2
identified.

To take the survey, visit
ommerce.mt.gov/C: Plan/Updat
or scan the QR Code.

The State of Montana, through the Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human
Services, s developing an Equity Plan o assess fair housing issues and their underlying
causes, set fair housing goals, and outline stratogies for achieving equity in housing. This plan
is roquired by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to affirmaively

g and fs par of g o

segregation, 3 inoppor-
tunities, and foster inclusive communites free from discrimination.

The survey will be open through Friday, May 31, 2024.

reasonable persons with disabilties or per
proficiency s process and need an alternative
‘accessible format of presentation materials or translation services. If you require an
later than

ommerce at
500 p.m. on May 31, 2024.

] haré adaptaciones razonables discapac-
idades o persanas con domino limitado del nglés que deseen participar en este proceso y
necesiten un formato accessible altomativo do materiales de presentacion o sorvicios de
traduccin. Si necesita iques con en

o
'BOCConPlan@mt dos antes 4125 5,00 . el 1 G mays o 2004, s
W@ MNAXLP|

questions? Email DOCC




HIGHWOOD HUNTER’S SAFETY - Instructors Dan Grove and Scott Tinklenberg offered
a Hunter’s Safety course in Highwood April 29 — May 4 with 19 students participating from
Highwood and surrounding schools. Back row, from left, Ava Smith, Christopher Navarro,
Rhett Bowman, Steven Stubbs, Keith Stubbs, Christopher Navarro, Bryson Stong, Harper
Harrison; front row, Sam Gondeiro, Kole Atkinson, Camden Christopher, Wyatt Boyce, Ever-
leigh Settera, Cooper Christopher and Abby Atkinson. (Four students not pictured.)

THROWING JAVELIN AT STATE - Class of 2024 Highwood
graduate Lauren Crowder concluded her senior track & field
season during the Class C State Track Meet last Saturday,
May 25, placing 8th. Lauren had a consistent and successful
season, securing 1st in javelin during 6 of 9 meets this year,
including a 1st place throw at both Districts and Divisionals.
She will compete next for the University of Providence track
& field team in Great Falls. Ava Nelson photo

Contributed photo

Highwood

WETS]

By Kirsten Brady

‘The school year ended on Friday,
the 24th, right before Memorial
Day weekend. There were lots of
activities that happened during
the last couple weeks of school,
including lots of field trips, awards
assemblies, and the elementary
had their annual field day. I'm sure
everyone is looking forward to a fun
summer before school restarts the
end of August.

One fun activity that will take
place this summer is the Highwood
United Methodist Church’s annual
night at the Centene ballpark in
Great Falls. This will be on Tuesday,
June 25 when the Voyagers play
Billings. The Highwood UMC
invites anyone in Highwood to join
the fun in the picnic/park area that
has been reserved.

Cost of the event, which includes
tickets and their ballpark classic
meal of all you can eat hot dogs and
burgers with all the trimmings, is 527
peradultand $21 per child. Children
5years old and under are free. Please
contact Dorothy Forder for tickets
and additional details. Take yourself
and your family out to the ballpark
for a great evening!

June activities at the
Fort Benton Library

By Caroline O’Hara, Fort Benton
Library

June is here and summer is in
the air; that means summer reading
program at the library. It starts the
week of June 10.

Ages 5 (finished kindergarten)
to 12 (finished 6th grade) will start
Wednesday, June 12 at 11 a.m.
Ages 0-5 will start Thursday, June
13 at 10 a.m. This year’s theme is
“Adventure Begins at the Library.”
Adult summer reading begins
Monday, June 10.

The adults will have passports
to keep track of their reading.

On Thursday, June 6, Dennis
Swibold will speak at noon in the
basement of the library. Dennis is
a professor of journalism and will
speak about the challenges facing
the state’s news media.

In the age of 24-hour news —
and print news dwindling - how
we receive and interpret news is
critical. Join us June 6 to discuss
this important topic.

Monday, June 10, our community
conversation will feature religious
pastors from the area. The religious
panel will have an open discussion
on religion. It will not be a debate
forum, but rather question and
answer in an open discussion
format. Share your thoughts and
ideas in a non-judgmental space.

Janell Barber from the Chouteau
County MSU Extension Office will
host a pie crust making class on
Tuesday, June 18 in the afternoon
and evening. Call the extension
office for more information and to
sign up. We are so lucky and happy
to coordinate programs with the
extension office.

Don’t miss our annual Summer
Celebration book sale. The sale

will run Friday, June 28 from 9-5
and Saturday from 10-2. This is
our biggest and best book sale. We
always have so many donations
and, as always, $1 for a bag of
books. We will also have book bags
for sale. Come check it out.

Due to postal rate increases,
the library has to increase its Inter
Library Loan fee. The fee will
g0 from $3 to $4. This is the first
increase in over 15 years. Inter
Library Loan is a program where
libraries share books. The books
are sent through the mail and
like everything, the rates have
increased dramatically over the
last few years.

The prices for copies, faxes and
scanning remain the same. Those
are .25 for black and white copies
and faxing, .50 for color copics
and .10 for scanning materials to
emails.

D&D will meet on Mondays at 4
p.m. in the basement of the library
for ages 13 and up. GFWC Fort
Benton Woman’s Club does not
meet in the summer. The Garden
Club will meet Wednesday, June
19 atnoon in the McLeish Room in
the basement of the library.

The library Board of Trustees
will meet on Wednesday, June 26 at
noon in the basement of the library.
Friends of Chouteau County
Library will meet Thursday, June
27 at noon in the basement of the
library.

Book discussion for “Why Fish
Don’t Exist” by Lulu Miller will
be held at 6 p.m. only at the Public
House on Wednesday, June 5. The
book club discussion Monday,
June 24 will be “Ines of My Soul”
by Isabel Allende at noon in the
library.

How can the State increase access (o housing, community assets,
and economic opportunities in Montana? Let us know
i the Montana Fair Housh

The Montana Publc Health invite
you o paricipa in e 2024 Montana Fair Housing Survey. Responses will e used
o develop Montana's Equity Plan, which wil inform the State's 2025-2029 Consolidat-
ed Plan for Housing and Community Developrment.

The survey, which should to complete, wil help
access to housing, as vill as understand barriers to access, and mitigate any barrirs
identified.

Totake the survey, visit

commerce.mtgov/Consolidatec-Plen/Updates
or scan the QR Code.

The State of Montana, trough the Departments of Commerce and Pubit Heith and Human

Services, i
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CLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT

Positions Available at Lavina
School

Certified Openings for 24-25
School Year
K-12 Part Time Music
Elementary Teacher
K-12 PE and Health

Classified Openings for 24-25
School Year

Special Education Aide

Part Time Assistant Cook

Activity School Bus Drivers

Part Time Summer Groundskee-

per (Available Immediately)

Apply online or visit www.lavi-
napublicschools.com for more
information. Contact Superin-
tendent Nicole Hanson for more
information. 406-636-2761
nhanson@Iavinapublicschools.
com. A25 tfc

Melville Elementary School
Melville Elementary School is
seeking a certified teacher for the
2024-25 school year. The school
can assist in finding housing for
a successful candidate. Contact
trustee Gary Johnson at (406)
931 0058 for more information
or email cover letter, resume and

experience. For more informa-
tion contact Travis Schuchard at
406-632-5661.

Application may be picked up at
Wheatland County Courthouse
from the Clerk and Recorder’s
office. Located at 201 A Ave NW,
Harlowton, MT 406-632-4891.
M2,9.16,23¢

THETOWN OF JUDITH GAP

isseeking a part-time Clerk-Trea-

surer who performs a variety of
i 1

gotiable based on experience and
education. Training is available.
Submit a cover letter and resume
to the Town of Judith Gap, PO
Box 157, Judith Gap MT 59453,
or townofjudithgap@gmail.com.
Forquestions, call 406-473-2249.
The Town of Judith Gap is an
equal opportunity employer.
M9,16,23.30.J6c

EXTENSION AGENT - Agri-
culture and 4-H/Youth Develop-

supervisory,
clerical, and accounting, finance
and administrative work involv-
ing custody and safekeeping
of the Town funds, accounting
records, personnel records, and
public records conformingto state
laws. The clerk-treasurer works
with the mayor and town coun-
cil and must have demonstrated
knowledge of generally accepted
accounting principles, the BARS
accounting system, and relevant
Montana statues affecting gov-
ernmental entities.
Qualifications: College level
courses and/or relevant work ex-
perienceorskillsinthe following:

* Managing payroll including
federal and state reports (unem-
ployment insurance, federal 941
withholding, state withholding);
and MMIA workers’ compensa-
tionand Town insurance policies;

« Utility services billing
and management of customer
accounts: public relations and
customer service

threeletters of lerk@
melvillek8.com. Successful pre-
liminary candidates will be asked
to complete a district application
and background check. M28tfc

Melville Elementary School is
Tooking for a cleaner for approxi-
mately 3 hours per week dunng
the school year, C is

federal, Slal\, dnd local law,
codes, regulations, policies and
procedures and ability to work
with federal and state agencies
and other governmentemployees.

« Providing records manage-
ment, office management, sched-
uling, and exhibiting familiarity
with ations

$75/week. Please contact trustee
Gary Johnson at (406) 931 0058
for more information or email a
resume and references to clerk@

melvillek8.com. ap-

and office equipment.
«Possessinga working knowl-

edge of QuickBooks. Excel,

Mnmsoft Windows, and Adobe;

plicants will be asked to complete
a district application and back-
ground check.M23fc

SK CONSTRUCTION. Help
wanted for MDT construction
project located on Highway 12
east of the Meagher and Wheat-
land County Line. We are seeking
laborers, equipment operators and
commercial drivers. Candidates
must be at least 18 years old, and
able to pass a drug screen. Call
or text 406-546-8759 for an ap-
plication, EEO.M7tfc

WHEATLAND COUNTY has
a full time position open for the
road department. Must be ambi-
tious, self motivated, work well
with others and have good public
relations. Must have a class A
CDLdriver’s license or be able to
aquire one inatimely manner. Du-
ties will include operating heavy
equipment, welding and some
mechanic work. Position will pay
$20-23 per hour depending on

Gmail and other digital
communications including web-
site and Facebook content for
public notification purposes.

« Assisting with and/or prepar-
ing the budget, Annual Financial
Report, and the Volunteer Fire

cpartment Relief Association
Pension Fund AFR.

« Creating the agenda for the
mayor’s review; attending and
recording all council mcump
preparing all nece:

resolutiuns. ordinances, con-
tracts, and maintaining public
records.

* Implementing monthly ac-
counts receivable, accounts pay-
able, bank statement reconcilia-
tion, and closing with required
financial reports for the Council.
The successful applicant may
work 25 to 30 hours a week on ne-
eotiable days. The Town of Judith
Gap’s Council will consider split-
ting the Clerk-Treasurer position
into two separate positions based
onapplicants. Starting wage is ne-

Statewide Classified
Adbvertising Network

Beautiful purebred Irish Wolf-
hound puppies 15 weeks. Ex-
cellent companions, hunters,
very protective. See puppies.
com Wolf Creek 406-936-
9633 To Qualified homes By
Appointment Only 1800.00.
Jim

‘When veterinary care is un-
available or unaffordable,
ask for Happy Jack® animal
healthcare products for cats,
dogs, & horses. At ctor
Supply® (www.happyjackinc.
com).

Historic newspaper in Havre
hiring for editor who leads by
example, general assignment
and sports reporters. Contact
Joshua Wood at wood.sarato-
gasun@gmail.com”

Switch and save up to $250/

easy installation, and data
plans up to 300 GB. Call 855-
419-7978

Get DISH Satellite TV +
Internet!  Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies. Plus
Limited Time Up To $600 In
GiftCards. Call Today! 1-855-
995-3572

ment. N 11 and Golden
Valley Counties, Roundup, MT.
Exciting career with lots of op-
portunity.  Will be developing,
implementing and evaluating
educational programming to
meet needs. Bachelor’s degree
required. All info and how to
apply here:https://montana.edu/
extension/careers. Equal Op-
portunity Employer. Veterans/
Disabled.M16,23.30c

THE GOLDEN VALLEY
COUNTY Road and Bridge
Department is seeking a tempo-
rary, part time road and bridge
worker. This will be less than 30
hours a week.

Applicants must possess a high
school diploma or GED. Experi-
ence in use of heavy equipment,
road maintenance and construc-
tion preferred.

Must Submit to random drug and
alcohol tests.

Must be able to perform heavy
manual labor.

Starting wage is $20.40 per hour
Application and a complete job
description are available at the
Clerk & Recorder’s Office in
Ryegate, Monday through Friday
8am-5pm. Oron www.goldenvai-
leycountymt.org

Golden Valley County is an equal
opportunity employer.

Golden Valley County reserves
the right to reject any and all ap-
plications.

Application will be accepted until
May 31 at 5pm. M16,23,30¢

THECITY OFHARLOWTON
is now accepting applications for
aCity Clerk-Treasurer. Applicant
must be able to work varied hours
and up to 40 hours a week. Ideal
applicant will have accounting,
human resources and customer
service experience and must be
proficient with Microsoft Office
products. Position is eligible for
health insurance, vacation, sick,
holiday, and retirement benefits
depending on hours worked. Pay
will be dependent upon applica-
tionexperience. This position will
be open until filled. Please deliver
a resume and cover letter to the
Harlowton City Hall located at
17 S Central Ave, Harlowton or
mail to City of Harlowton, PO
box 292, Harlowton, MT 59036.
The city of Harlowton is an equal
opportunity employer. Position
open until filled. The City of
Harlowton reserves the right to
hire from within its current em-
ployees. M30tfc

SERVICES

CENTRAL MONTANA
STORAGE: Many sizes avail-
able. Call to reserve your space.
(406) 632-4460 or cell (406)
220-0795. I5tfe

Robert W. Snively
Robert W. Snively, P.C.
802 West Third Street
P.O. Box 313

Hardin, Montana 59034

Phone: (406) 665-5111
Attorney for Estate

MONTANA FOURTEENTH
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

WHEATLAND éOUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF

DENNIS M. TANDBERG,
Deceased.

PROBATE NO. DP-2024- 0.S
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the undersigned has been
appointed Personal Representa-
tive of the above-named estate.
All persons having claims against
the said deceased are required to
present their cla within four
months after the date of the first
publication of this notice or said
claims will be forever barred.
Claims must be mailed to
Arlene Tandberg, the Personal
Representative, return receipt
requested, ¢/o Robert W. Sniv-
ely, P.C., P.O. Box 313, Hardin,
Montana 59034, or a filed with
the Clerk of the above-entitled
Court.
Dated this 2nd day of May,
202422

Arlene Tandberg .
Personal Representative

I declare under penalty of
perjury and under the laws of
the State of Montana that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Signed at Billings, Montana
on this 2nd day of May, 2024.
Arlene Tandberg

Published in the Times Clarion
Harlowton, Montana
MNAXLP

M16.23,30p

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC AUCTION

The Town of Ryegate will sell at
public auction 6:30 PM, June 3,
2024, during the regular Town
Council Meeting at 105 Kemp
Street the following described
property:

107 First Ave East, South 40 ft
of lot 12, Block 5 of the Original
Townsite of Ryegate, Golden Val-
ley County, Montana (knownalso
as the old Laundromat)

The property is offered as is
and will need to be surveyed for
property lines. All bidders must
register with the town clerk prior
to bidding.

Mayor, Allen Davis
Ryegate, Montana

Published in the Times Clarion
Harlowton, Montana
MNAXLP

M23,30¢

—RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the trustees of
the Lavina School District have
determined that the following
personal property of the District,
located at 214 ]°t St. E., Lavina,
MTare obsolete, undesirable, and/
orunsuitable for school purposes.

‘WHEREAS, a description of
the property is as follows:
Mi N >

BUDGET AMENDMENT
RESOLUTION
RYEGATE SCHOOL
DISTRICT NO.1
GOLDEN VALLEY
COUNTY

Ata Special meeting of the board
of trustees of School DistrictNo I,
Golden Valley County, Montana,
held May 6, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at
the Ryegate School, the following

. textbooks
upplies
urniture

WHEREAS, the subject prop-
erty is obsolete, undesirable, and/
or tmsuitable for school purposes
because the items are outdated
and/or have been replaced.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT
RESOLVED, that the Board of
Trustees of Lavina Public School
District No.2 hereby resolves to
sell the property identified above
becauseitis oris about to become
obsolete, undesirable, and/or
unsuitable for school purposes.

BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED, that notice of this
resolution shall, in accordance
with § 20-20-204, be published in
anewspaperof general circulation
in the District on May 30, 2024,
The Times-Clarion, and posted in
three public places in the District.

T FURTHER RE-
SOLVED, that this resolution
shall become effective fourteen
(14) days after publication speci-
fied above unless appealed to a
district court by a taxpayer in
compliance with and as provided
in § 20-6-604(4), MCA.

Vote being had on the above
and foregoing Resolution and the
same having been counted and
found to be as follows:

In Favor
Ben Lehfeldt X
KJ Fauth X

Dan Peters X
The Chairperson declared said
Resolution adopted.

Published in the Times Clarion
Harlowton, Montana
MNAXLP

M30c

Low Income Assistance
Available to
Mid-Rivers Customers

#HEELOW INCOME ASSIS-
TANCE * Mid-Rivers
Communications offers
Lifeline low-income assistance
to qualifying subscribers with
discounts of
$9.25 per month on qualifyi
Internet or bundles. Larger dis-
counts are
available to qualifying customers
onTribal Lands. The:
services are non-transferable and
allow for only one discount per
qualifying household. Eligibility
standards are determined by the
Federal
Communications Commission
(FCC). Call 1-800-452-2288, text
406-359-6887,
isit www.midrivers.com/low-
income-assistance/ for more
information.
Published in The Times Clarion
Harlowton, Montana

30c
MNAXLP
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CLASSIFIED ADS Pay
PLacE Yours Topay at 632-5633

1 was

WHEREAS, the trustees of
School District No.1 Golden Val-
ley County, Montana, have made
a determination that as a result
of delinquent taxes from a prior
school year fiscal year and any
other unforeseen need of the dis-
trict that cannot be postponed until
the next school year without dire
consequences affecting the safety
of the students and district em-
ployees, or the educational func-
tions of the district, the district’s
budget for the General lund dne>
not provide suff
to properly maintain and support
the district for the entire current
school fiscal year0f2023/2024 the
district’s budget for the fund does
not provide sufficient financing
to properly maintain and support
the district for the entire current
school year: and

‘WHEREAS, the trustees have
determined that an amendment to
the Ryegate School general fund
budget in 2023/2024 the amount
0f $50,000 is necessary under the
provision of Section 20-9-161 (6)
Section 20-9-161 (5)(c) the esti-
mated amount of money required
to finance the budget amendment
inthe general fund: for the purpose
of delinquent taxes from a prior
school year fiscal year and any
other unforeseen need of the dis-
trict that cannot be postponed until
the next school year without dire
consequences affecting the safety
of the students and district em-
ployees, or the educational func-
tions of the district, the district’s
budget for the general fund dnes
not provide suff
to properly mainta
the district for the entire current
school fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, the anticipated
source of financing the budget
amendment of $50,000 expen-
ditures shall be the general fund
reserve;

THEREFOREBEITRESOLVED
that the Board of Trustees of
School District No 1., Golden
Valley County, Montana, pro-
claims a need for an amendment
to the Ryegate School District
general fund budget for fiscal
year 2023/2024 in the amount of
$50.000 under Section 20-9-161
(6).Section 20-9-161(5)(c) forthe
purpose identified above.

Kerry Butler
Terl

Published in the Times Clarion
Harlowton, Montana
MNAXLP

M30c¢
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In general, mankind, since the
improvement of cookery, eats
much as nature requires.

Get your ahead of

the year-end! Donate your car,
truck,or SUV toassistthe blind
and visually impaired. Arrange
aswift, no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous year-end
tax credit. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 1-855-901-
2620 today!

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and

Notice to Tax

The 2nd Half of 2023 Real Estate Taxes & 1st Half of

2024 Mobile home Taxes are DUE by 5:00 PM
May 31, 2024.

*Payments postmarked after this date will be as-
sessed penalty, interest and returned.

Xpayers

identified.

How can the State increase access to housing, community assets,
and economic opportunities in Montana? Let us know
what you think via the Montana Fair Housing Survey.

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human Services invite
you to partcipate in the 2024 Montana Fair Housing Survey. Responses will be used
to develop Montana's Equity Plan, which will inform the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidat-
d Plan for Housing and Community Development.

The survey, which should take 8-10 minutes to complete, will help the State assess
access 1o housing, as well as understand barriers to access, and iigate any barrers

To take the survey, visit
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates

yearon yourtalk, textand data. or scan the QR Code.

Nocontractand no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text with
flexible data plans. Premium
nationwide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer service.
Limited time offer - get $50
off on any new account. Use
code GIFT50. For more infor-
mation, call 1-877-324-0193

mobility with the compact de-
signand long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 855-762-1508

Payments should be mailed to:
‘Wheatland County Treasurer
PO Box 6930

Harlowton, MT 59036-6930

The State of Montana, through the Departments of Commerce and Pubi Health and Human
Servicss. i developing an Equity Plan to assess fair ousing issues and their underlying
causes, set fair housing goals, and outine strategies for achieving equity in housing. This plan
s required by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) o affrmetively
further fair housing and is part of the State’s eflors to take proactive and meaningful acton to
overcome patterns of segregation, promote fair housing choice, eliminate disparities in oppor-
tunites, and foster inclusive communites free from discrimination.

Safe Step. North Americalls
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sivelifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE
Connect to the best wireless  shower package and $1600 Off
home internet with BarthLink.  for a limited time! Call today!
Enjoy speeds from 5Gand 4G Financing available. Call Safe
LTE networks, no contracts, — Step 1-855-601-2865

Please include your Tax ID or payment stub with
your check, if you think there may be an assignment
against your property please call us for proper pay-
ment procedures. You can look your taxes up online

at: http://wheatlandcomt.gov/
Taxes due can also be paid online at: https:/secure.
cpteller.com/govtellerlookup/

The survey will be open through Friday, May 31, 2024,

Commerce wil make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilties or persons with
Hntd Engih profsey ho Wshiorioftein i proces oo n ks
‘materials o /ou require an
accommodation, please contact Commerce at DOCCOnPlan@nt gov n0later than
00 p.m. on May 31, 2024

B haré ad i discapac-
. idades o personas con domino miado el ingis que deseen particpar enesto proceso
You can reach 400,000 new customers each week ,,mmﬁ unfe o de Aresant ; J
all for details Kari Schuchard raduccidn. Si necesita omercio en

DOCConPlan@m.gov antos da las 5:00 p.m. dol 31 do mayo do 2024
‘Wheatland County Treasurer

Phone 406-632-4892

632-5633

Have questions? Email DOCConPlan@mt.gov
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GLID completes repairs on
broken irrigation siphon

By Traci Street
Of the Tobacco Valley News

he Glen Lake Irri-
gation District suf-
fered a siphon mal-

function on April 27, but
it was repaired by May 6,
said Chairman of the Board
Joe McAfee. “It’s fixed, and
we're back up and going”
McAfee said.

McAfee had previously
said it would take around
$20,000 worth of pipe to fix,
an estimate he now says was
lower than they thought. It
ended up costing more than
they thought, he said. “It
was more than estimated. It
was harder to fix, only be-
cause the type of pipe it was
attached to was in pretty

poor shape,” he said.

McAfee said luckily they
were able to fill Glen Lake
carlier than usual this year,
because the Lincoln Coun-
ty Conservation District
helped out with repairs,
rockwork, and re-armoring
the dam. “That was awe-
some, working with those
folks, and we had a little vic-
tory,” he said.

McAfee said now that the
siphon issue is fixed, they
are able to maintain Costich
Lake levels. He said they are
leaving the pipe they fixed
exposed for the season so
they can continue to moni-
tor it, and said he hopes in
the future they will be able
to replace aging pipe before
it breaks.

e
Dispatc

fectively for agencies,” Cobb
said. “Its just the example
we're following”

Dispatch connects with
all the local ambulance,
fire and search and rescue
agencies. The NFPA stan-
dard of operation is “Calls
are dispatched off of the
main channel, the primary
agency responds to that call,
and once they go on scene
to work that call they switch
to a Tac (tactical) channel,”
Cobb said. “The incident
commander makes the re-
quest on the main channel
for whatever they need”
Previously, with three local
fire agencies and the Forest
Service using one channel,
wires could occasionally get
crossed.

“So  putting everybody
dispatched off of one chan-
nel and then letting them
split off for the duration
of their call makes things
much more efficient for
everybody in the long run,
but it takes getting used to,”
Cobb said.

Dispatch is contracting
with InterBel for the up-
grade, and “they've been
really helpful and great to
work with,” Cobb said.

Dispatch is also changing
computer aided dispatch to
a system consistent with the
rest of the county.

All 911 calls in the To-
bacco Valley go to Eureka
dispatch, but deputies may
choose to call in to Libby

h

dispatch if they want to. “It’s
up to the individual deputy
to make a decision on what
channel they want to use,
and what dispatch they
want to use based on their
needs,” Cobb said.

Cobb said that though
there had previously been
concerns the sheriff’s office
would need to take over dis-
patch, “That is not going to
happen,” he said. “It’s not on
the radar at this time””

Dispatch is  currently
looking to fill at least one
part time position. “The
dispatchers we have now
are working very, very dili-
gently, and they’re tired,
but they’re sticking with it;’
Cobb said.

‘The jobs requirements
and scheduling make it
tricky to fill. “It's not for the
light of heart” Cobb said.
“Its something you need
to know right up front that
there’s some ugliness that
happens”

Dispatchers have to be
willing to work odd shifts,
extended shifts, and to
handle calls that can be very
difficult. They also have to
keep confidentiality, and be
prepared for both quiet and
intense parts of a shift.

Currently on the Eureka
dispatch board are chair
Donna Smith, Yvonne Le-
tien, Jason Hayes, Stormy
Langston, and Cobb. Lee-
Ann Schermerhorn is an
ex officio member and trea-
surer.

The Montana Departments of Commerce and

acoess to housing, as wel as understand bari
identified.

To take the survey, visit

orscan the QR Code.

How can the State increase access to housing, community assets,
and economic opportunities in Mont:
what you think via the Montana Fair Ho

You to participate in the 2024 Montana Fair Housing Survey. Responses will be used
to develop Montana's Equiy Plan, which willinform the State's 2025-2029 Consolidat-
ed Plan for Housing and Community Development.

The survey, which should take 8-10 minutes to complete, vil help the State assess

commerce.mtgov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates

The State of Montana, through the Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human

ctus know
ing Survey.

Public Health and Human Services invite

fers fo access, and mitigate any barriers

Services, s developing y

causes, set fair housing goals, and outine strategies for achieving equlty in housing. This plan
HUD) to

quired by g anc pr
further eir housing and is part of the State's effrts to take proactive and meaningful action to

tunities, and foster inclusive communites free from discrimination.

The survey will be open through Friday, May 31, 2024.

inoppor-

Commerce will make reasonable.

limited English proficiency who wish to particpate in this process and need an alternative
ble format.

for prsons with disabiltes or

materials or Iyou require an
pleaso contact at D
500 p.m. on May 31, 2024,
8 discapac-
idades domino que deseen partcipar y
necesten un formate e 6n 0 servicios de

raduccion. Si necesita una adaptacicn, communiques con EI Departamento de Comercio en
'DOCConPlan@mt gov antes de las 500 p.m. del 31 de mayo de 2024,

Email DOCC

Officials explain county and town road budgets

By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

ommissioner Josh

Letcher sees a spe-

cial roads district
as a possible solution for
looming budget challenges
as the county road fund
dries up, he said in an in-
terview last week. Though
many Montana counties
fund their roads with road
levies instituted years ago,
the only means to do so
through current Montana
code is through a voted
levy. But before a mill levy
is presented to voters, there
are still questions to ham-
mer out regarding what
shape such a district might
take.

Letcher said the county
has faced steep cost in-
creases when it
to maintaining its roads.
“From 2019 to 2024, a load
of road oil went from about
$30,000 to $75,000,” Letch-
er said. “And we've got just
over 200 miles of road just
in my district.”

In the past, the county
would aim to chip seal be-
tween 20 and 24 miles a
year. “That kept us on a 10
year rotation,” Letcher said.
“Because of the cost, we are
now on a 20 year rotation.”
Chip sealing protects the
integrity of the roads from
wear, and a 20 year rotation
is not enough to keep the
roads in good shape. “Af-
ter 10 years, the chip seal
starts to drastically dete-
riorate;” he said.

Letcher  said

comes

timber

money used to fund the
road fund, but that’s been
decreasing since the 1990s.
Gone are the days when the
timber industry supplied
the road fund with eight
to 12 million dollars a year,
when the fund was flush
and excess went to other
departments. In 2002, for
instance, the road fund still
had close to $22,000,000.
“We've got five and a half
million dollars left in that
fund and our road depart-
ments are just over $4 mil-
lion a year,” Letcher said.
Letcher said money from
an interest bearing account
started with Local Assis-
tance and Tribal Consis-
tency Fund (LATCF) mon-
ey will also provide road
funding. LATCF funds to-
talled $12 million for Lin-
coln County - $6 million
each for FY 2022 and 2023.
Federal “payments
in lieu of taxes” money,
or PILT, has also been a
source of road funding, ac-
cording to Letcher.
County director of fi-
nance Wendy Drake elabo-
rated on the current fis-
cal state of the road fund.
Cash available in the fund
totals $5,252,254, and the
budget for fiscal year 2024
is $4,508,676. Sources of
funding the county re-
ceived for fiscal year 2024
include $428,836 in Bridge
and Road Safety Account-
ability Act (BaRSAA) mon-
ey that comes from taxing
fuel in the state, $498,149
in state aid and $60,000 for

a Yaak Hill state contract.
The county also receives
federal funding - this year
it received $2,161,472 in
Forest Reserve Act funds,
the Title I portion of fed-
eral Secure Rural Schools
funding.

Eureka’s municipal roads
are not the responsibility
of the county, Letcher said.
“Municipalities are respon-
sible for maintenance of
their own roads,” he said.
Eureka roads are funded by
taxation of property within
town limits. Those limits
stretch from the “Entering
Eureka” sign to the south,
14th Street to the north,
Central Avenue to the east,
and the river to the west,
Mayor LeeAnn Schermer-
horn said. The area known
as “Midvale” in the north
was annexed in 2012.

Currently, Eureka is
keeping up with road
maintenance as best as it
can, Schermerhorn said.
The town uses local con-
tractors to aid the public
works department because
Eureka doesn’t own its own
equipment.

A large water main re-
placement project on Sixth
Street has been engineered,
and Schermerhorn said it
will eat up all of this year’s
municipal allocation of
the BaRSAA gas tax pay-
ment along with most of
the money built up the
previous six years - around
$465,000 in total.

No chip sealing is
planned in the near fu-

ture, because when the
town checked with a Flat-
head contractor, “the price
was out of this world,
Schermerhorn said.

“In years past, the coun-
ty in the summer would
come in and help us do
some chip sealing she
said. “That hasn't hap-
pened in the last few years.”
Even with funds built up in
the town’s road budget, the
additional maintenance is
not possible without the
county’s help, she said.

Letcher said, “When
the county was real flush,
they helped out the town
of Eureka. But they’re not
flush anymore. And so we
just don't have the funds
to do it” Beyond helping
to fill potholes, the road
department no longer has
the resources to share with
Eureka, Letcher said. The
situation is different in Lib-
by and Troy - Libby owns
some of its own equip-
ment, and both Libby and
Troy exchange or share
services with the county to
some extent, he said.

In order for the coun-
ty road fund to become
“flush” once again, com-
missioners are exploring
a special road district, in-
cluding some form of sepa-
rate tax to be put before
voters.

There is no current time-
line, because the commis-
sioners are still seeking
feedback from other coun-
ties about how they've ap-
proached the issue.

following locations:

NOTICE OF ELECTION, VOTING SYSTEM EXHIBITION, DIAGRAM OF BALLOT, VOTING
INSTRUCTIONS, BALLOT PREPARATION & BALLOT COUNTING

Notice is hereby given that on June 4, 2024, Lincoln County will be holding a Federal Primary Election.

The polls will be open from 7:00am, and continue to be open until 8:00pm, on election day for the

Polling Place Name

Precincts

Eureka High Road Youth Center — 130 13" St Eureka, MT

1,2,4,15,16

Troy Activity Center - 380 N 4™ Street, Troy, MT

5,6,7,8 14

Libby Memorial Center - 111 E. Lincoln Blvd., Libby, MT

9,10,11,12,13

VOTIN YSTEM EXHIBITION
A DS450 Digital Central Scan Paper Tabulator and an ExpressVote are on
display in the Lincoln County Election Center, 418 Mineral Avenue, Floor

The ES&S ExpressVote is a ballot-marking device that will be available at
each of the polling locations to assist voters with disabilities in marking
their ballot privately and independently. Other arrangements for
reasonable accommodations may be made by contacting the Election
Office at 406-283-2302.

A sample diagram of the ballot layout and instructions on voting the ballot is provided below.

Sample County

State of Montana

Election Date

FEDERAL AND STATE
(Contit

NONPARTISAN - STATE
(Conti

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS
1. T0 VOTE, BLACKEN (@) THE
OVAL COMPLETELY. An oval
blackened completely to the left of
the candidate or ballot issue choice
indicates a vote for that candidate or
avote on the ballot issue.

2.To write in a name, blacken the
oval to the left of the line provided,
and write in the name (or affix a
pre-printed label) in the blank
space(s) for the write-in candidate(s)
for whom you wish to vote.

3.DO NOT CROSS OUT. If you make a
mistake or change your mind,
exchange your ballot for a new one.
VOTE IN ALL COLUMNS
[VOTE BOTH SIDES]

FOR UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE

(VOTE FOR ONE)
O GEORGE WASHINGTON
O JoHNADAMS
(]

FOR COUNTY COMMISSIONER
(VOTE FOR TWO)
ANDREW JACKSON
MARTIN VAN BUREN
WILLIAM H. HARRISON
JOHN TYLER

000000

FOR DISTRICT COURT JUDGE
DISTRICT 1, DEPT. 4

(VOTE FOR ONE)
O  JAMES BUCHANAN
(>  ABRAHAMLINCOLN
O

$500,000.

closing of the polls on Election Day.

PREPARATION, RECONCILIATION AND COUNTING OF BALLOTS
Early preparation and reconciliation of ballots will be held May 30", 2024, at 9:00 AM, in the Lincoln
County Election Center, Floor B, 418 Mineral Avenue, Libby MT. Ballots will be counted using the DS450 in
the Lincoln County Election Center on June 4", 2024 (Election Day) beginning at approximately 10:00 AM,
at the Lincoln County Election Center, Floor B, 418 Mineral Avenue, Libby, MT. No results will be released
until after the election closes at 8:00 PM.

Dated this 22" day of April 2024.
Melanie Howell, Election Administrator

Published as a legal ad on May 30%, 2024, in the Western News.
Published as a legal ad on May 29%, 2024, in the Tobacco Valley News.

Montana law requires that any person participating or observing the procedures of the count is required to
take an oath that they will not discuss the results of the early counting of votes at any time prior to the
A person who knowingly violates this law shall be imprisoned for a
term not to exceed two years and/or be fined an amount not less than $100,000 and not more than

























Montana Fair Housing Survey

The Montana Department of Commerce is undertaking efforts to Affirmatively Further Fair Housing in Montana.

This effort includes the development of a fair housing plan.

This study takes a detailed look at access to housing across the state, as well as any barriers fo access, and how
the Montana Department of Commerce and other state agencies can help mitigate any barriers to housing

access.

We would like your help! We need input from the community to get a better understanding of what you see as
the needs in your area and how we can help address those needs. Please take a few moments to complete this

short survey.

1. What county in Montana do you live or work in?

2. What housing needs do you see in your
community? Select all that apply.

More market rate single-family homes
More market rate multi-family units
More affordable homeowner units
More affordable rental units

Rental housing rehabilitation
Homeowner housing rehabilitation
More senior housing

No housing needs

Other:

O O O O OO O o o

3. What household types have the most problems
accessing housing? Select all that apply.

0 Households with lower incomes (less than
$54,000 household income)

Households with disabilities

Senior Households

Renters

New residents

Families with children and/or large
households

0 Racial and ethnic minorities

0 Ofther:

o O O O O

4. Are there any barriers to housing development in
your community? Select all that apply.

Development and permitting fees

Zoning restrictions

Cost of construction

Cost of labor and materials

Lack of market/ interested buyers or renters
Lack of available developers

Cost of land

Lack of community support

Other:

O O OO O O o oo

5. Are you aware of the fair housing laws in the state
of Montana?

0 Yes
0 No
0 Somewhat

6. Have you wilnessed or experienced housing
discrimination? (such as refusing to rent or show
certain units to someone based on their race or
disability)

0 Yes
0 No

7. Are you aware of any policies to promote fair
housing in your community?

0 Yes
0 No

8. Are you aware of any policies to promote
affordable  housing development in  your
community?

0 Yes
0 No

9. What efforts can the State of Montana make to
enhance collaboration with your community?




10. What efforts can the State make to increase access to housing in your area or throughout Montana?

11. Do you have any other comments about the needs in your community or in the state?

12. Would you like to participate in a Work Group to discuss the housing and community needs in the state? If
so, please provide your email below. Your email will not be associated with your survey responses.




Public Hearings

April 3, 2024, 2 p.m.
June 20, 2024, 2 p.m.
Sept. 10, 2024, 10 a.m.












This service is provided to you at no charge by Montana Department of Commerce.

This email was sent to janelle.egli@mt.gov using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: Montana Department of Commerce
- P.O. Box 200501 - Helena, MT 59620-0501



















































Welcome to the Needs and Strategies Public
Hearing for the 2024-2025 Annual Action Plan

and 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for
Housing and Community Development

Wednesday, April 3, 2024
2:00 p.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Sponsored by the Montana Departments of
Commerce and Public Health and Human Services

The Department of Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities or persons with limited English proficiency who
wish to participate in this process and need an alternative accessible format of the presentation materials or translation services.

El Departamento de Comercio hara adaptaciones razonables para las personas con discapacidades o personas con domino limitado del inglés que

deseen participar en este proceso y necesiten un formato accessible alternativo de materiales de presentacion o servicios de traduccion.



2025-2029
Consolidated Plan



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Public Participation Process

The State of Montana, through the Departments of Commerce
and Public Health and Human Services, is developing a 5-
year plan to guide policy and investment for housing,
economic, and other community development projects.

This 5-year plan, also known as the “Consolidated Plan for
Housing and Community Development” is required by the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
to assess Montana’s needs and current conditions, as well as
to determine priorities and allocate HUD funding.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Public Participation Process

The perspectives and opinions shared by participants during
this portion of the public hearing will inform the development
of the 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan including the Year 1
(2025-2026) Annual Action Plan and associated Equity
Plan for affirmatively furthering fair housing.

We hope that with your input, we can ensure housing and
community development needs across Montana are identified
and addressed.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Goals and Objectives

 The objectives of Montana’s Consolidated Plan include:
— Provide decent housing
— Provide a suitable living environment
— Expand economic opportunities

e The goals of Montana’s current Consolidated Plan are:
— Goal 1 — Preserve and Construct Affordable Housing
— Goal 2 — Plan for Communities
— Goal 3 — Improve and Sustain Public Infrastructure
— Goal 4 — Revitalize Local Economies
— Goal 5 — Reduce Homelessness



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Programs

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
— Housing (Rental Development / Single Family Rehabilitation)
— Public and Community Facilities
— Economic Development
— Planning
HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME)

— Rental Development / Single Family Development / Rental
Rehabilitation

— Homebuyer Assistance
Housing Trust Fund (HTF)

— Rental Development / Rental Rehabilitation
Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG)

— Street Outreach / Emergency Shelter / Homelessness Prevention /
Rapid Re-housing



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Planning Process

Analyze quantitative and qualitative data
regarding need

Engage the public, agencies, and
stakeholders to get input about need

|dentify priority needs

Develop a strategy In response to
identified needs

Direct funding to strategies



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Documents

Equity Plan for Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing

— Under a HUD Proposed Rule, Montana will develop an Equity Plan every five years that will
serve the purpose of assessing fair housing issues and their underlying causes, as well as
setting fair housing goals and outlining strategies for achieving equity in housing, increasing
access to community assets, and broadening economic opportunities

— The mandate to affirmatively further fair housing requires proactive and meaningful action to
overcome patterns of segregation, promote fair housing choice, eliminate disparities in
opportunities, and foster inclusive communities free from discrimination

Five-Year Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development (Con Plan)

— Consolidated Plans are strategic plans prepared every five years that guide housing and
community investments

Annual Action Plan (AAP)

— AAPs are prepared each year of the Consolidated Plan and outline specific activities, goals,
and objectives for the given program year

Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER)

— CAPERs are annual reports that detail use of funds and progress towards meeting goals and
objectives for AAPs



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development

Under HUD’s Proposed Rule, the State will oversee a more streamlined analysis of fair housing
compared to what was required under the 2015 Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Rule. Furthermore,
the State will oversee a more robust community engagement effort to identify fair housing needs and
opportunities.

At least three public hearings will be held before the State’s Equity Plan is submitted to HUD.
— Two hearings will be held before the publication of the Equity Plan and will provide the public opportunity for
identifying fair housing needs and informing fair housing strategies.

— One hearing will be held after the publication of the Equity Plan and will provide the public opportunity to
comment on the published plan document.

Through today’s hearing — the first of the two initial hearings — the State is seeking input about fair
housing issues and their underlying causes, as well as asking for recommendations for fair housing goals
and strategies.

Initial input will be accepted through June 25, 2024. Feedback regarding the to-be-published Equity Plan
will be accepted during a comment period to be announced.

As part of its outreach efforts, the State will gather data to inform Equity Plan development via the
Montana Fair Housing Survey, which will open May 1, 2024, and close May 31, 2024. Once available, the
survey will be available at commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates (or in alternative formats upon
request).




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Adoption and Evaluation

Once developed (tentatively in September 2024), the Equity Plan will be submitted to
HUD. Upon receipt, HUD will publish the plan and make it available for a 60-day
public review period.

After HUD accepts Montana’s Equity Plan, it will be published on Commerce’s
website, and its fair housing goals and strategies will be incorporated into the State’s
2025-2029 Consolidated Plan and associated Annual Action Plans.

Progress evaluations for the Equity Plan will be required annually after the Equity
Plan is adopted.

— Before submitting its Annual Progress Evaluations for the Equity Plan to HUD, the State will
make available to interested parties the proposed evaluation for a comment period of no less
than 15 calendar days.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Document Review

 Once drafted, documents will be available:

— On Commerce’s website at
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-
Plan/Documents

— Several depositories throughout the state
(see website for list)

— By request




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Surveys and Upcoming Meetings

 As mentioned above, as part of its outreach efforts, the State will gather
data to inform Equity Plan development via the Montana Fair Housing
Survey.

— The survey will be available May 1, 2024, through May 31, 2024.

« The State will also gather data to inform broad Consolidated Plan
development via the Montana Housing and Community Needs Survey.

— The survey was made available March 18, 2024, and will be open
through April 30, 2024.

All interested parties are encouraged to participate in the State’s
surveys and public meetings. To participate in our surveys and for
iInformation about upcoming public meetings, visit



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Contact Information

Montana Department of Commerce
301 S Park Ave Helena, MT 59601
PO Box 200523 Helena, MT 59620-0523

Division Administrators:  Galen Steffens, Cheryl Cohen

CDBG Coordinator: Rosie Goldich
Program Specialist: Janelle Egli
Phone: 406.841.2770
TDD: 406.841.2702
Fax: 406.841.2771
Email: DOCConPlan@mt.qov

Website: commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Contact Information

DPHHS
1400 Carter Drive Helena, MT 59601
PO Box 202956 Helena, MT 59620-2956

Administrator: Jessie Counts
Bureau Chief: Sara Loewen

Phone: 406.447.4265
Fax: 406.447.4287

Website: www.dphhs.mt.gov




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
comments

Comments regarding needs and strategies pertaining to the 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
including the Year 1 (2025-2026) Annual Action Plan and associated Equity Plan for
affirmatively furthering fair housing are now being accepted.

If you have a comment and are joining via webinar, please raise your hand so we can
unmute you. If you are joining via phone, please press *9 to indicate you have a
comment and then press *6 to unmute/re-mute yourself.

When providing comment
» Please state and spell your name
» Please state the organization you represent (if applicable)

Written comments should be addressed to the address or email below and will be accepted
* Until 5:00 p.m. April 17, 2024, for the 2024-2025 AAP and 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
e Until 5:00 p.m. June 25, 2024, for the Equity Plan

Montana Department of Commerce
Community MT

Attn: Con Plan

PO Box 200523

Helena, MT 59620-0523
DOCConPlan@mt.gov
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BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF COMVERCE
CF THE STATE OF MONTANA

NEEDS AND STRATEQ ES PUBLI C HEARI NG FOR THE
2024- 2025 ANNUAL ACTI ON PLAN
AND
2025- 2029 CONSCLI DATED PLAN
FOR HOUSI NG AND COMVUNI TY DEVELOPNMENT

TRANSCRI PT OF THE PROCEEDI NGS

On April 3, 2024, beginning at 2:02 p.m, the
publ i c hearing regardi ng the 2024-2025 Annual Action Pl an
and the 2025-2029 Consolidated Pl an for Housi ng and
Communi ty Devel opnent was held via Zoom before

Cheryl Ronsa, Court Reporter.
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Transcript of Proceedings

WHEREUPQON, the foll ow ng proceedi ngs were had:

M5. GOLDICH Hi, everyone. 1|1'mgoing to go
ahead and get started, if that's okay with everyone. Good
afternoon, and wel conme to the needs and strategies public
hearing --

Actual ly, Janelle, can you start the recording,
pl ease?

Ckay. Good afternoon, and wel cone to the needs and
strategies public hearing for the 2024-to-2025 Annual
Action Plan, or the AAP, and the 2025-to0-2029 Consoli dated
Plan. M nane is Rosie Goldich, and I amthe CDBG
coordi nator here at the Departnent of Commerce, Conmmunity
MI D vision. Today we'll be receiving public conmments on
the community needs and suggested strategies for the
2024-t0- 2025 Annual Action Pl an.

First a couple of housekeeping notes. W'IlIl be taking
comments at the end of this section of the presentation.

Pl ease hold your comrents and until then. Wile nmaking a
comment, please state and spell your nanme, then any

organi zation that you are representing today. Please take
a nonment to ensure that you are nmuted before we begin.
This nmeeting will be recorded and avail able on our website
for you to review.

So first we'll be discussing the 2024-to0-2025 Annual

Action Plan. The State of Montana, through the
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Departnments of Commerce and Public Health and Hunan
Services, is developing the 2024-to0-2025 Annual Action
Pl an, which covers the period fromApril 1st, 2024, to
March 31st, 2025. This plan, also known as the AAP, is
required by the U S. Departnent of Housing and U ban
Devel opnent to assess Montana's i nmedi ate needs, and it
w || guide investnent for housing, econom c, and other
communi ty devel opnent projects during Year 5 of the
2024- 2020 -- 2020-to0-2024 Consolidated Plan for Housing
and Community Devel opnent, which was initially approved by
HUD i n 2021.

The perspectives and opi nions shared by participants
of this public hearing will informthe devel opnent of the
2024-t0- 2025 AAP. W hope that wth your input we can
ensure housing and comunity devel opnent needs across
Mont ana are identified and addressed.

There are four progranms between the Departnent of
Commerce and DPHHS that are covered in the AAP. The
Communi ty Devel opnent Bl ock Grant, CDBG Program i ncl udes
housi ng, containing rental and single-famly
rehabilitation; public and community facilities; economc
devel opnent; and pl anni ng.

The HOME | nvest nent Partnershi ps Program i ncl udes
rental devel opnment, single-famly devel opnent, rental

rehabilitati on, and honebuyer assi stance.
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Housi ng Trust Fund, or HTF, includes rental
devel opnent and rental rehabilitation.

Lastly, the Enmergency Solutions Gant, or ESG covers
energency shelter, honel essness prevention, and rapid
r ehousi ng.

HUD has yet to announce its 2024-to-2025 Conmmunity
Pl anni ng and Devel opnment, or CPD, allocations for CDBG
HOME, HTF, and ESG The State is currently seeking
initial input on the way CPD funds which are to be
announced should be utilized to neet housing and conmunity
devel opnent needs i n Mnt ana.

The draft 2024-to-2025 AAP is schedul ed to be
avai l able for public comment between May 15th, and a
public hearing for the docunent is planned for May 29t h.
During the comment period and public hearing of the draft
2024-t0- 2025 AAP, the State will seek input on the
publ i shed plan. The final 2024-to-2025 AAP is due to HUD
no |l ater than August 16th, 2024, but wll be submtted as
early as June 28, 2024, to ensure successful
I npl ement ati on of the plan.

| f HUD has not announced CPD allocations by the tinme
the State nust publish its draft 2024-to-2025 AAP for
public review, the State will provide estimted funding
anmounts and explain howit wll adjust the plan to match

al l ocati on anounts once they are known.
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So this year, this programyear runs from April 1st,
2024, to March 31st, 2025. During Plan Year 5 -- Oh.

This is for |last year. Excuse ne. So during Plan Year 4,
whi ch that year ran from April 1st, 2023, to March 31st,
2024, $6,541,090 was allocated to the CDBG Program

$3, 450, 234 has been all ocated to the HOVE Program

$3, 066, 413 was al |l ocated to Housing Trust Fund, or HTF;
$741, 200 has been allocated to the ESG Program

For nore detail on how each of these fundi ng sources
all ocated their dollars, please visit Comrerce. nt.gov/
consol i dat ed- pl an/ docunents. Once drafted, the docunents,
i ncludi ng the 2024-to-2025 AAP, wl | be avail abl e on
Comerce's website at Conmerce. nt. gov/consol i dat ed- pl an/
docunents, several repositories throughout the state,
whi ch are avail able on our website, and also by request to
t he Departnent of Conmmerce. You can contact the
Departnment of Commerce at 301 South Park Avenue in Hel ena,
Mont ana, Zi p Code 59601, or P.QO Box 200523 in Hel ena,
Mont ana, at 59620- 0523.

Qur division admnistrators are Galen Steffens from
the Community MI D vision and Cheryl Cohen from Montana
Housing. | amthe CDBG coordi nator, Rosie ol dich.
Janelle Egli is the program specialist. You can reach us
by phone at 406-841-2770, by TDD at 406-841-2702, by fax
at 406-841-2771. You can also email at DOCConPl an@nt . gov,
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and you can also find the Consolidated Pl an docunments on
our website, which is Conmmerce. nt.gov/consol i dat ed- pl an.

You can also inquire at DPHHS, which is |ocated at
1400 Carter Drive in Helena, Mntana 59601. You can reach
out to the P.O box, which is P.O Box 202956 i n Hel ena,
Mont ana, Zi p Code 59620-2956. The admnistrator is
Jessie Counts. The bureau chief is Sara Loewen. The
phone nunber is 406-447-4265. The fax is 406-447-4287.
And the website is ww. dphhs. nt. gov.

Ckay. W are now accepting public coments on the
needs and strategies for the 2024-to0-2025 AAP. If you
have a comrent and are joining via webi nar, please raise
your hand so we can unnute you. |If you are joining via
phone, please press star-9 to indicate you have a conment,
and then press star-6 to unnmute and renute yourself.

Wil e you are providing conment, please first state
your -- state and spell your nane and state the
organi zation that you represent if that is applicable.

Witten comments should be addressed to the address or
email below and wll be accepted until 5:00 p.m on
April 17th, 2024. You can send your public comment to the
Mont ana Departnent of Comrerce, Community MI, Attention:
Con Pl an, P.O. Box 200523 in Helena, Mntana; the Zi p Code
Is 59620-0523. And you can also enmil your coment to

DDOGCGCONP-L-A-N@t.gov. So that's DOCConPl an@nrt . gov.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

Transcript of Proceedings

So do we have any conment s?
Ckay, Shyla. You can go ahead and unnute yourself.
MS. PATERA: Good afternoon. M/ nane is

Shyla Patera. That's spelled S-H Y-L-A |[|ast nane,
P-A-T-E-R-A.  And | represent North Central | ndependent
Living Services in Black Eagle, Montana. And | thank you
for holding this idea hearing about the Annual Action Pl an
and Consol i dated Pl an.

One of the ideas that ny agency and the Mntana
| ndependent Living, Conmmunity Living Task Force, always
recommends is nore visitable, affordable, universal
designed single-famly and multifamly hones as well for
those that need disability access as well. One of the
ot her things that we' ve been working on is al so keeping an
eye on how to work with tiny honmes and different options
for community housing for people with disabilities. And
we know t hat Mont ana needs those very -- housing
desperately, even if it's just as transitional housing.

So we're hopeful that sone HOWE activities can go to
that, as well as sone HIF activities in certain
communi ties. Because not every, not every planning grant
or plan that each community has is eligible for each pot
of funding, and not everyone is able to access the Housing
Trust Fund, at |east in past go-rounds. So that is a huge

need for us.
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We al so have tal ked about, in previous plans, that we
don't want to see people wth disabilities wthout getting
their needs net in enmergency shelter grants and different
options. So that if someone is in a hospital or
institution, which is classified as even a nursing hone,
if they've had a rehab, fall or whatever, and they want to
go hone, we'd like to see sone funding for small ADA
repairs and nodifications through the Montana Housi ng and
Departnment of Commerce, even if it's just through CDBG or
" mnot sure, as a person who has been a |l ongtine housing
advocate, if the small ADA rehab/construction that used to
be housed in CDBGis still active.

And when | was trying to get people's hones nodified
to ADA standards, current ADA standards, snaller or
m d-si zed communities often found it difficult, and there
were lots of needs. So if anything, we can hopefully work
on those things.

In the real mof honel essness, | knowit's partially --
it's split between DPHHS and Mont ana Housing, but | would
li ke to recormmend that we work wwth the DPHHS to ensure
that all of our housing conponents in the Annual Action
Pl an and Consol idated Pl an work with housi ng conponents in
each of the Medicaid waivers, not just nental health.

It's been a great opportunity through the Behavi oral

Heal th Conmm ssion that has cone forth, but all of us who
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have disabilities may need accessi bl e housing at sone
poi nt .

And as far as fair housing, we'd like to see just
definitions on when, when and how a person is done with
their crinme or sentence or how sonmeone is classified or
hel ped as domestic violence -- a donestic viol ence
survivor with disabilities. And this mght be the wong
section of the hearing, but | hope everyone wll take a
chance and take a | ook, because it's really inportant.

And we al so hope that Montana Housing will | ook at the
di sparate inpacts that sonetines can happen when not
everyone takes their HUD subsi di es and has sonme of those
barriers that |I've nentioned before.

And | thank you for taking ny comrents.

M5. GOLDI CH: Thank you, Shyl a.

Do we have any other comments during this tine?

Ckay. So |I'm seeing no other comments.

So just a rem nder that we wll be accepting witten
coments on the 2024-to-2025 AAP through April 17th, which
iIs two weeks fromtoday, until 5:00 p.m So you can mai
t hose comments to Montana Department of Commerce,
Community MI, Attention: Con Plan, P.O Box 200523 in
Hel ena, Montana 59620-0523. And you can enmil at
DOCConPl an@rt . gov.

So | believe we are going to finish this portion of
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the AAP presentation, and then we are going to transition

over to discussing the Con Pl an, the Consolidated Pl an.

M5. BRACE: M nane is Megan Brace, and | amthe
senior advisor wth Comunity and Policy Advisors. W are
working with the State of Montana, the Departnent of
Commerce, to develop their Consolidated Plan and their
Fair Housing Plan. So I'mgoing to take a few mnutes to
tal k about each of those, and then, again, we will open it
for cooments at the end.

Just so all of you are aware, again, this is being
recorded. And please hold your comments until the end,
and we'll do kind of the sane process that we just
undertook with the Action Plan.

Next slide, please.

Thank you.

So I'"'mgoing to take a few mnutes and just tal k about
what the Consolidated Plan is, what we're doing, why we're
doing this, and the steps that we're taking now and in the
future to nake sure that this is an inclusive process.

So the State of Montana i s working through the
Departnment of Commrerce, as well as the Public Health and

Human Services Departnent, to create this five-year plan
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And with this five-year plan, it hel ps guide policy and

I nvest ment for housing, economc, and conmunity

devel opnent projects, really, under those funding options
t hat Rosie nentioned earlier in the presentation. So |I'I|
tal k about those a little bit nore.

But what this five-year plan, this Consolidated Pl an
does, is it gives us the franework and the outline for how
we are going to spend those dollars over the next
five years. It's required by the U S. Departnent of
Housi ng and Urban Devel oprment, or HUD, and it hel ps us
assess Montana's needs, the current conditions that we're
seeing in housing and econom cs, denographics, as well as
determ ning priorities and how we're going to all ocate
t hat HUD fundi ng.

Next slide, please.

Thank you.

So part of this is this public participation process.
So we're trying to get perspective and opinions shared by
the participants of today's neetings, as well as
addi ti onal public i nput processes where you can provide
your input. So we're going to have a public input
hearing, this is the first of them to informin the
devel opnent of this 2025-to0-2029 Consolidated Pl an.

This also includes the first year of the Annual Action

Plan. So Rosie was tal king about the Annual Action Pl an
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that's going to be initiated soon. That wll start in
2024. The devel opnent of this 25 -- 2025, excuse ne,
Consolidated Plan will include that first Action Pl an,
which will start next year, in 2025.

We're al so tal king about the Equity Plan for
Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing. So we hope that
w th your input, we can ensure housing and conmmunity
devel opnent needs across Montana are identified and
addressed. So this is really just an opportunity to
di scuss what that | ooks like at this point and
opportunities for you to coment in the future.

Next slide, please.

| wanted to give you all sonme background on what this
| ooks |'i ke and the overarching goals and objectives. So
t he objectives of the Consolidated Plan actually align
wth the national objectives of these prograns; you know,
t he CDBG those HOVE prograns that we were tal king about
just a few m nutes ago.

There's sone national objectives that align with al
t hose, and these include providing decent housi ng,
providing suitable |living environnents, and expandi ng
econom ¢ opportunity. So when we | ook at those
overarchi ng obj ectives, we then define goals that can fall
under that and then also neet those needs that we're going

to talk about in a m nute.
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So the past Consolidated Plan that is ending this
programyear, so it was from 2020 to 2024, had
five different goals. These were goals that were defined
by the State of Mntana under those objectives to how we
can use those HUD funds to neet the needs of Mbntana
citizens.

The first goal was to preserve and construct
af f ordabl e housing. The second goal was to plan for
communities. The third goal was to i nprove and sustain
public infrastructure. The fourth goal was to revitalize
| ocal economies. And the fifth goal was to reduce
honel essness. So as part of this process, we're | ooking
at these goals. Sone of these m ght change in this
revision of the Consolidated Pl an; sone of them m ght stay
the same. The process is really to understand if these
goals will continue or if they'll change based on the
findi ngs that we have.

Next slide, please.

So those prograns that Rosie tal ked about, 1"l just
briefly go through those again that we're including in the
Consol idated Pl an. There's four different progranms. W
have the Community Devel opnent Bl ock Grant, or CDBG This
is the widest program It allows for sone housing
funding. It allows for community devel opnent. Wthin

housi ng, there's rental devel opnent, single-famly
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rehabilitation. W also have public and community
facilities, econom c devel opment, and planning. So that
really allows for the w dest range of fundi ng options.

The second programwe're tal king about is the
HOVE | nvest ment Partnershi ps Program or HOVE. This
really focuses on housing alone. So we | ook at rental
housi ng devel opnent, single-famly devel opnent, rental
housing rehabilitation, as well as honebuyer assi stance.

The Housing Trust Fund is very simlar to the
HOVE Program w th a couple exceptions. |It's focused
primarily on very | ow i nconme households, and it's focused
primarily on rental devel opnent and rental rehabilitation.

The | ast programis the Enmergency Solutions Gant, or
ESG This funding is targeted to households that are
experiencing or at risk of homel essness, and it can
include things |like street outreach, energency shelters,
honel essness prevention, and rapid rehousing.

Next slide, please.

As we're going through this consolidated pl anning
process, we're doing a variety of steps. The first step
that we're doing right nowis we are collecting data.
This includes both quantitative and qualitative data;
quantitative data being, you know, those nunbers that
we're | ooking at to see what trends are changi ng

denogr aphi cal ly, housing, economcally within the state,

15
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but also qualitative data. W're collecting survey dat a,
whi ch Janelle is going to tal k about our surveys in a
couple mnutes. And we're also collecting data from
public input.

So the second part of this process is engaging the
public, agencies, and stakeholders to get input about need
that you're seeing in your communities. Sonetines, the
data that we collect may or may not reflect the need that
you are seeing, so this is the second source of data that
we're col |l ecting.

Once we conpile all of that together, we conduct
analysis of that, and then we identify needs within the
state. These needs can vary regionally, by different
groups. And then we | ook at what needs we can address
with this funding that we're tal ki ng about.

So once we've identified those priority needs, we
start to develop a strategy in response to needs. Those
strategies go back to those goals that -- those five goals
that | tal ked about that we had with the |ast plan. Each
of those goals wll be aligned with different targeted
communi ties, different targeted outreach groups, and al so
a direction of funding to address those strategies over
this five-year period. So we're really |ooking at, you
know, the, the larger picture of the five-year period wth

this consolidated plan.
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Next slide, please.

Once we have finished with this process, we're going
to have a nunber of documents. So the first docunent is,
you know, nunber two on the list, if you' re viewing this
presentation, is that five-year Consolidated Plan. And
this wll show you all that data we've collected, all the
anal ysis we've done, those priority needs, and then those
goals and strategic plans that wll guide housing and
community investnents over the five-year period.

Each year after that, we have the Annual Action Pl an,
or AAP, and this outlines specific activities, goals, and
obj ectives for that given program year

After that, we have the Consolidated Annual
Per f ormance and Eval uati on Report, or the CAPER  And what
this does, is it's an annual report that details the use
of funds, neasures progress towards neeting goals and
obj ectives that were identified in the Annual Action Pl an
and as well as the overarching Consolidated Plan. So that
really provides a scorecard for nmaybe where we're neeting
our goals and nmaybe where we need to nmake sone
adj ust nent s.

The last thing that -- docunent that will be prepared
is actually, you know, first on this list if you're
| ooking at the presentation, and it's the Equity Plan for

Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing. So what this
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Equity Plan is, is it's a plan that wll be devel oped
every five years that wll serve the purpose of assessing
fair housing issues and their underlying causes, as well
as setting fair housing goals and outlining strategies for
achieving equity in housing, increasing access to
community assets, and broadeni ng econom c opportunities.

And the mandate to affirmatively furthering fair
housi ng requires proactive and neani ngful action to
overcone patterns of segregation, pronote fair housing
choice, elimnate disparities in opportunity, and foster
i nclusive communities free fromdi scrimnation.

So what the overarching goal of the Equity Plan or
this Fair Housing Plan is, is to |look at any barriers to
accessi ng housing. |If there's any system c issues,
identifying those, and how the state and ot her agencies
can mtigate that over the next five years.

Next slide, please.

As we're working on that Equity Plan, I'mgoing to
take just a couple mnutes to tal k about what that | ooks
i ke in conjunction with the Consolidated Plan. W are
doing a simlar process. W're collecting data, and we're
al so engaging in this public input process.

Under the proposed rule that HUD has put out for this
plan, the State wll oversee a nore streanlined anal ysis

of fair housing conpared to what was required in 2015 wth
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the Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Rule. The State
wll also see a nore robust community engagenent effort to
identify fair housing needs and opportunities.

As part of this effort, the State will be conducting
at |l east three public hearings to engage conments on the
state Equity Plan. Two of these neetings wll be held
before the publication of the Equity Plan to provide
opportunity for comment, and then one hearing will be held
after the publication of the Equity Pl an.

Today's hearing is the first of those initial
two hearings. And the State is seeking input about fair
housi ng i ssues and their underlying causes, as well as
asking for recommendati on for fair housing goal s and
strategies. You'll also have additional opportunities to
provi de those comrents as we proceed through this process.

This initial input will be accepted through June 25t h,
2024. Feedback regardi ng the to-be-published Equity Pl an
w |l be accepted during a coment period to be announced;
again, that public review period that | nentioned.

As part of its outreach efforts, the State wll gather
data to informthe Equity Plan devel opnent via the Mntana
Fai r Housing Survey. This survey will be open for the
month of May. It will start on May 1st and then cl ose on
May 31st. And then once it's available, the survey wl|

be avail abl e at Commerce. nt. gov/ consol i dat ed- pl an/ updat es.
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And Janelle wll talk a little bit nore about this in a
coupl e of slides as well.

Next slide, please.

So once this plan is devel oped, again, this really is
| ooki ng at the overarchi ng access to housi ng and how t hat
can be addressed. Sone of these goals and issues wll be
integrated into this Consolidated Pl an devel opnent as
well. W're |ooking at Septenber 2024 for that initial
devel opnent. The Equity Plan will be submtted to HUD
Upon receipt, HUD will publish it for about 60 days for a
public review period. And then after HUD accepts the
Montana Equity Plan, it wll be published on the
Commerce's website.

It will include fair housing goals and strategies to
be incorporated into the State's Consolidated Plan and the
associ ated Annual Action Plans. Progress evaluations for
the Equity Plan will be required annually, simlar to that
CAPER | tal ked about, after the Equity Plan is adopted.
Before submtting its annual progress evaluations for the
Equity Plan to HUD, the State wll nake available to
interested parties the proposed evaluation for a conmrent
period of no | ess than 15 days.

Next slide, please.

So | amgoing to turn this over to Janelle, and she is

going to tal k about how you can access these docunents and
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make additional comments or additional opportunities for
public input. Thank you.

Janel | e.

M5. EGLlI: Thank you so nmuch, Megan

Megan has been wonderful to work with us and keep us
trekki ng al ong as we undertake this process. And | al so
wanted to say thank you to Rosie for providing her portion
of the presentation as well since these are two separate
but very connected efforts that we're undert aki ng.

So for those of you who nmay not know ne, | ama
program speci alist with Montana Housing. And | am going
totalk wwth you a little bit about how to engage wth the
2025- 2029 Consol idated Pl an process.

Ckay. So let's see here. So once drafted, our
docunents are going to be avail able on our website, and
that is Comrerce. nt.gov/consol i dat ed- pl an/ docunent s.
Specifically, you can | ook for the Consolidated Pl an and
our Equity Plan as Megan descri bed. Those docunents
wll -- once they are published, wll also be avail abl e at
repositories throughout the state. For a |list of our
repositories, you can | ook at our website, and we w ||
al so have those docunents avail able by request and in
alternative fornats as requested.

Next slide.

Ckay. So how can you participate in this process? W
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have lots of different options for you. So as we
ment i oned above, as part of our outreach effort, the State
is gathering data to inform Equity Plan devel opnent via

t he Montana Fair Housing Survey. The survey will be
avai |l abl e, as Megan said, May 1st, 2024, through May 31st,
2024.

And we have an additional survey which is actually
online right now W're gathering data to inform broad
Consol i dated Pl an devel opnent via the Mntana Housi ng and
Communi ty Needs Survey. This survey was nade avail abl e
March 18th and will be open through April 30th. So the
clock is ticking. |If you haven't participated in that
survey yet, we encourage you to do so.

Bot h of these survey efforts are very inportant to us
i n our devel opnent of our Consolidated Plan and
Equity Pl an devel opnent. So yes, please do give us your
i nput, your feedback, and we will read them and anal yze
our data and make sure that we use all of that to inform
our ultimate plan. So if you're interested in
participating in the surveys or if you want to participate
in upcomng public neetings that will be a part of this
process, go ahead and visit Commerce. nt.gov/consol i dat ed-
pl an/ updat es.

Next slide.

Ckay. So if you wsh to ask questions or submt
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comments outside of this hearing, we are going to just
share our contact information for you. So first we have
Mont ana Departnent of Commerce. You can reach us at

301 South Park Avenue, Hel ena, Mntana 59601,

P. O. Box 200523 Hel ena, Mntana 59620.

The division adm nistrators that oversee this effort
are Galen Steffens wwth Community MI and Cheryl Cohen with
Mont ana Housi ng; CDBG coordi nator, Rosie Coldich; and ne,
program speci alist, Janelle Egli. Qur phone nunber is
406- 841-2270, TDD is 406-841-2702, and our fax number is
406-841-2771. You can enmail us at DOCConPl an@rt . gov.

And, of course, our website is Commerce. nt. gov/
consol i dat ed- pl an.

And just as a rem nder, the progranms that Commerce
oversees that are a part of this Consolidated Plan are the
CDBG, HAOVE, and HTF progranms.

And t hen next slide.

So DPHHS, our partner agency, they oversee the
ESG Program and any questions and comments that you may
have or wi sh to nmake outside of this hearing you can
direct their way. They're at 1400 Carter Drive in Hel ena,
Mont ana 59601; P. O Box 202956, Hel ena, Montana 59620.

Their adm nistrator overseeing this effort is
Jessie Counts; bureau chief, Sarah Loewen. Phone nunber,

406-447-4265, fax 1s 406-447-4287, and their website is
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www, dphhs. nt. gov.

Next slide.

All right. So we will now nove into our commenti ng
portion of this part of our presentation. So verbal
comment s regardi ng needs and strategies pertaining to the
2025- 2029 Consolidated Pl an, including the Year 1 AAP t hat
spans from 2025 to 2026, and the associated Equity Pl an
for Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing are now bei ng
accepted. Please note that this is a separate comenti ng
portion, so if you have comments, even if they are, you
know, related to what we di scussed in the AAP, pl ease make
those here so that we have them for this process.

If you have a comment and are joining via webinar,
pl ease rai se your hand so we can unnute you. And if you
are joining via phone, please press star-9 to indicate you
have a comment and then press star-6 to unnute and
remute -- reunnute yourself -- renute yourself. Sorry
about that. And |I'l|l repeat those instructions once as we
go along in case you m ssed them

So we'll go ahead and go to our comments, and | see
t hat we have Shyla ready to go.

M5. PATERA: Hello. M nane, for the record, is
Shyla Patera. M/ -- that is spelled S-H Y-L-A
P-A-T-E-FR-A.  And | represent North Central | ndependent

Living, Center for |Independent Living, and D sability
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Advocacy Agency in Black Eagle, Mntana, Geat Falls,
Mont ana, but we serve a 17-county area.

And again, we would al so encourage vi sitable,
uni versal |l y desi gned housi ng, any housi ng, working on ESG
and CDBG with a small ADA program One thing | forgot to
mention | ast coment section was a possible idea for CDBG
I's accessi bl e sidewal ks. Because w thout accessible
sidewal ks and transportation, you cannot have fully
i ncl usi ve nei ghbor hoods. And we al so hope that the HOVE
and Housing Trust Fund can further the goals of enhancing
accessi bl e, affordabl e rehab and repair and single-famly
and multifamly construction for people with disabilities,
as well as hone ownership.

One of the ideas | have for the Equity Pl an beyond
previously nentioned is allowing citizens who nay have
| i ved experience or advocates |ike nyself to be trained in
rental or housing counseling, simlar to fair housing
testers. Because a lot of the consuners that | see and |
deal with, when they try to do eviction prevention, they,
they don't really know if the perceived, perceived and
i ved experience matches, matches the | evel of |egal
di scrim nation.

So one of the things | would |like to see as part of
the affirmatively furthering fair housing in the

Equity Plan is definitely sone trai ning and sone avenues
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for citizen training so that -- Because we know t he

home -- the person potentially being evicted doesn't need
a representative in court, but 1've had to help themwite
their answers, and sonetines they don't understand how
their lived experience transfers into | egal | anguages.

So that is one of the things that | would |ike to see,
along with the disability and tri bal supports we'll be
building in, as well as those who nmay have crim nal past
hi stories but their sentences are done or conpleted and
t hey can show that in a court of law. How do we help
t hose i ndi vidual s expunge those needs, particularly when

t hey do need accessi bl e housi ng?

There is so nmuch nore I wll say, but | probably have
to put that into witten coment. But | thank you for
your tine.

M5. EG.lI: Thank you so nuch, Shyl a.

And Shyla was good enough to follow the instructions
that | didn't give, which was to, when providing comment,
state and spell your nane and to also state the
organi zati on you represent if applicable.

So thank you, Shyla, for being so on it. And thank
you for your comment. W wll| address that as part of
this process.

So I'll just repeat the instructions once again. In

case there's anybody attending via phone, if you have a
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comment and are joining via phone, please press star-9 to
I ndi cate you have a comment, and then press star-6 to
unnmute and then renute yourself. And we have a little bit
nore time, so any other comrents, please raise your hand
if you're on webinar, and please press star-9 if you are
joining via phone.

Ckay. Not hearing any additional commrents.

Qur -- Julie Flynn wth Montana Housi ng went ahead and
shared our survey link in the QA and | added that to the
chat, so that's there for your conveni ence should you w sh
to conplete that survey in response to this presentation.

And | will also indicate as a wapping up that witten
comments shoul d be addressed to the address or email that
we have |isted here on the screen. And those comments
regardi ng the 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan and our
Equity Plan will be accepted until 5 o'clock p.m on
April 17th, 2024. Well, 1 should, | should clarify. So
through April 17th for the AAP and al so t he
Consol idated Pl an, and then through June 25th for the
Equity Plan. So those are separate comment periods to be
awar e of.

And if you want to send your conments to the
Departnment of Commerce, you can send themto Mntana
Department Commerce, Community MI, P.Q Box 200523,

Hel ena, Montana 59620. And the enail that you can submt
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coments to i s DOCConPl an@rt . gov.
So | just want to say thank you to everybody who has
j oi ned us today, whether you're joining from anot her
departnent here at Commerce or you are joining from
anot her agency or are a nenber of the public representing
specific needs that are happening in our communities.
This is a very, very inportant process that will help us
address real needs that we see throughout Montana. And
we're so thankful for your input and to be enbarking on
this process that will help us really guide our
i nvestnments here in Montana. So thank you, everybody who
has joined us, and we | ook forward to continuing to hear
fromyou throughout this process. And that's it for ne.
Rosi e and Megan, anything else to add?
M5. GOLDICH: | don't think so.
Thanks, everyone, for joining today.
M5. BRACE: Yes. Just echoing those sentinents.
Thank you for joining, and your input is valuable.
M5. EGI: Al right. Thank you so nuch,
everybody, and have a wonderful rest of your day. Take
care.

(The proceedi ngs concluded at 2:50 p.m)
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You have the right to know what’s going on in your community. Read notices below and online at dailyinterlake.com and montanapublicnotices.com.

NO. 30299

Notice of Public Hearing and
Comment Period on Water
Quality Standards Rulemaking
Before the Montana Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality

On April 26, 2024, the Montana
Department of Environmental
Quality (department) initiated
rulemaking on proposed NEW
RULE I, NEW RULE II, Depart-
ment Circular DEQ-15, and rule
amendments and repeals. This
action implements statute at
75-5-321, MCA, and Senate

Bill 358 which was adopted in
2021 by the Montana Legisla-
ture. Statute at 75-5-321, MCA
requires the department to adopt
rules related to narrative nutrient
standards and an Adaptive
Management Program. Senate
Bill 358 also requires that the
department amend rules to de-
lete all references to Department
Circular DEQ-12A, Department
Circular DEQ-12B, base numeric
nutrient standards, and nutrient
standards variances. NEW
RULE | (Translation of Narrative
Nutrient Standards) describes
how narrative nutrient standards
will be translated to determine if
water quality standards are met
in state surface waters. NEW
RULE Il (Implementation of the
Adaptive Management Program
for Narrative Nutrient Standards)
describes the implementation

of an Adaptive Management
Program within the Montana
Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (MPDES) permitting pro-
gram. Department Circular DEQ-
15 (March 2024 edition) provides
procedures and requirements
related to both new rules. This
action also (a) incorporates
permit fees related to the new
Adaptive Management Program;
(b) amends related nondeg-
radation rules; (c) repeals the
framework rule ARM 17.30.1388
which is rendered unnecessary
and redundant per adoption of
the new rules; (d) repeals ARM
17.30.660; and (e) improves
rule clarity. On June 10, 2024,

at 10:00 a.m., a public hearing
will be held in room 111 of the
Metcalf Building, 1520 East Sixth
Avenue, Helena, Montana, to
consider rule adoption, amend-
ment, and repeal as proposed

in MAR 17-434 in the Montana
Administrative Register. You may
also join the hearing virtually

via Zoom. The notice of public
hearing on proposed adoption,
amendment, and repeal, and
more information, is available
on the department’s website at
https://deq.mt.gov/public/wa-
ter-public. The department will
make reasonable accommoda-
tion for persons with disabilities
who wish to participate in this
rulemaking process or need an
alternative accessible format of
this notice (see the MAR notice
on the website for details). Cop-
ies of Department Circular DEQ-
15 may be obtained from the
Department of Environmental
Quality, P.O. Box 200901, Hel-
ena, MT 59620-0901, or on the
department’s website at https:/
deq.mt.gov/public/water-public.
You are invited to submit data,
views, or arguments on the
proposed action either orally or
in writing at the hearing. Writ-
ten data, views, or arguments
may also be submitted to the
Department of Environmental
Quality, 1520 E. Sixth Avenue,
P.O. Box 200901, Helena,
Montana 59620-0901; faxed to
(406) 444-4386; or e-mailed to
DEQMAR17-434@mt.gov and
must be received no later than
5:00 p.m. on June 10, 2024. To
be guaranteed consideration,
mailed comments must be post-
marked on or before that date.

May 5, 12, 19, 2024
MNAXLP

NO. 30318

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICA-
TIONS

CSKT Safe Streets and Roads
for All- Safety Action Plan
Professional Services

CSKT ROADS PROGRAM

The Confederated Salish and
Kootenai Tribe’s Roads Program
invites interested Engineering
Consulting Firms to submit
proposals to conduct a study
that gathers and analyzes data,
engages stakeholders and
recommends strategies and
projects to improve safety on
roads within the Flathead Indian
Reservation.

Requests for Qualifications may
be obtained from: Confederated
Salish and Kootenai Tribes,
Roads Program, Attn: Scott B.
Johnston, P.O. Box 278, Pablo,
MT 59855, Phone 406-676-2600
or by email at scott.johnston@
cskt.org. Specifications and
proposal requirements may also
be viewed and downloaded at
the following website: https://
www.csktnrd.org/water-manage-
ment/sod

Proposals must be submitted

via email to Scott B. Johnston at
scott.johnston@cskt.org, no later
than 2:00 PM (local time) on
May 20th, 2024.

May 5, 12, 19, 2024
MNAXLP

NO. 30320

Crowe Law Office

Gary A. Crowe Esq.

State Bar #1820

P.O Box 924

Kalispell, MT 59903

Email: elknuts@centurytel.net
Attorney for Personal Represen-
tative

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL
DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF
MONTANA, IN AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF FLATHEAD

IN THE MATTER OF THE ES-
TATE OF

Donnafred Mae Berglund,
Deceased.

PROBATE NO. DP-15-2024-
0000092-IT

Judge Amy Eddy

District Court Judge

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the undersigned has been
appointed personal represen-
tative of the above-named
estate. All persons having claims
against the said deceased are
required to present their claims
within four (4) months after the
date of the first publication of
this notice or said claims will be
forever barred.

Claims must either be mailed to
Natalie Jean Berglund, the Per-
sonal Representative, return re-
ceipt requested, c/o Crowe Law
Firm, P.O. Box 924 Kalispell, MT
59903 or filed with the Clerk of
the above-entitled Court.

DATED this 30th day of April,
2024

/s/Natalie Jean Berglund
Natalie Jean Berglund
Personal Representative

Submitted by:

/s/Gary A. Crowe Esq.

Crowe Law Office by:

Gary A. Crowe Esq.

Attorney for Personal Represen-
tative

May 5, 12, 19, 2024
MNAXLP

NO. 30343
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the
Kalispell City Council is con-
sidering an amendment to the
Kalispell Growth Policy — Plan
1t 2035 on approximately 110.5
acres on the north side of Tron-
stad Road between Highway
93 North and Whitefish Stage
Road, opposite of Sirucek Lane,
in Section 18, Township 29
North, Range 21 West, P.M.M.,
Flathead County, Montana.

The Kalispell City Planning
Commission has considered
the amendment, held a public
hearing on April 9, 2024, and
presented Resolution KGPA-24-
01 to the Kalispell City Council
recommending adoption of

the amendment. The Kalispell
City Council, on May 6, 2024,
passed a Resolution of Intention
to Adopt, Revise, or Reject a
Recommended Amendment to
the Kalispell Growth Policy --
Plan It 2035.

On May 20, 2024, at 7:00 pm in
the City Hall Council Chambers,
201 First Avenue East, Kalispell,
the Kalispell City Council will
hold a public hearing regarding
the proposed amendment to the
Kalispell Growth Policy — Plan It
2035. The proposed amendment
can be viewed on the city’s web-
site at www.kalispell.com/679/
Council-Public-Hearings or in
the office of the City Clerk at 201
First Avenue East, Kalispell.

Any person wishing to address
the proposed amendment may
appear at this hearing and make
oral statements or present same
in writing. Written comments
may also be submitted for coun-
cil consideration by delivering
the same to the City Clerk at 201
First Avenue East, Kalispell, MT
59901, or by email to publiccom-
ment@kalispell.com prior to the
hearing.

For additional information please
contact the City Clerk at (406)
758-7756.

Judi Funk
Deputy City Clerk

May 12, 19, 2024
MNAXLP

NO. 30344

CITY OF KALISPELL NOTICE
OF PUBLIC HEARING ON
STREET MAINTENANCE AS-
SESSMENT INCREASE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN,
that on the 3rd day of June
2024, at 7:00 p.m., in the
Council Chambers, City Hall,
201 1st Avenue East, Kalispell,
Montana, the City Council of
the City of Kalispell shall hold a
Public Hearing on a proposal to
increase assessments on real
property within the City of Ka-
lispell for the costs of the Street
Maintenance District (Special
Maintenance District No. 1).

Any person wishing to address
the proposed assessment rate
increase may appear at this
hearing and make oral state-
ments or present the same in
writing. Written comments may
also be submitted for Council
consideration by delivering the
same to the City Clerk at 201
First Avenue East, Kalispell, MT
59901 (PO Box 1997, 59903), or
by email to publiccomment@ka-
lispell.com prior to the hearing.

Proposed street maintenance
district assessments include pro-
grammed assessment increases
over seven years which should
maintain the level of service
currently enjoyed by the users of
the city’s street system through
the fiscal year 2031, thereafter
starting in fiscal year 2032 an
increase will be applied annually
to match the pervious years
average construction cost index.

Tables showing the proposed
assessment increase, and the
average residential and com-
mercial assessment payment
amounts is available for review
online at www.kalispell.com/679/
Council-Public-Hearings, or in
the Clerk’s Office at City Hall,
201 First Avenue East, or calling
to request. If there are ques-
tions that might be answered

by telephone, please call (406)
758-7720.

Judi Funk, Deputy City Clerk

May 12, 19, 2024
MNAXLP

NO. 30345
INVITATION TO BID

Online electronic sealed Bids will
be received by the City of White-
fish until 11:00 AM, local time,
Thursday, May 30, 2024, for con-
struction of the Grouse Mountain
Parking Lot. All received Bids
will be publicly opened and read
aloud at the City of Whitefish,
Council Chambers Conference
Room, 418 East 2nd Street,
Whitefish, Montana 59937.

The proposed work involves the
reconstruction of approximately
12,600 square feet of parking
lot for the Grouse Mountain City
Park Rest Area in Whitefish,
Montana. The proposed work
generally includes demolition,
construction of a new parking lot,
new storm drain system, grad-
ing, and other miscellaneous
improvements.

For this project, bids will only

be received and accepted via
the online electronic bid service
through QuestCDN. A contractor
may view the contract docu-
ments at no cost prior to becom-
ing a Planholder. Project bid
documents and addenda must
be downloaded from QuestCDN,
which will add your company to
the Planholder List and allow
access to vBid online bidding, for
the submittal of your bid. Com-
plete digital project bidding docu-
ments are available to download
at www.questcdn.com, (eBidDoc
#9076888) for a non-refundable
charge of $22.00. Bidders will
be charged an additional fee of
$42.00 to submit a bid elec-
tronically. Contact QuestCDN
Customer Support at 952-233-
1632 or info@questcdn.com

for assistance in membership
registration, downloading digital
project information and vBid
online bid submittal.

The contract documents,
consisting of half size Drawings
and Project Specifications, may
be examined or obtained at the
office of Robert Peccia and As-
sociates, located at 102 Cooper-
ative Way, Suite 300, Kalispell,
MT 59901, (406) 752-5025 for a
non-refundable fee of $100 per
set. In addition, the Drawings
and Project Specifications may
also be examined at all plan
room centers available through
MontanaBid.com.

A prebid conference will be held
at the Whitefish City Hall Council
Chambers Conference Room,
418 East 2nd Street in Whitefish,
Montana, commencing at 11:00
AM, Wednesday May 22, 2024.
Those interested in bidding the
project are encouraged to attend
this meeting.

Each bidder shall submit a cer-
tified check, bid bond, cashier’s
check, bank money order or
bank draft payable to the City
of Whitefish and drawn and
issued by a national banking
association located in the State
of Montana or by any banking
corporation incorporated under
the laws of the State of Montana
for an amount which shall not
be less than ten percent (10%)
of the bid, as a bid security. The
bid security shall identify the
same firm as is noted on the bid
proposal forms.

Within 10 calendar days after the
Notice of Award, the successful
Bidder will be required to furnish
a Performance Bond and a
Labor and Materials Payment
Bond guaranteeing faithful per-
formance and the payment of all
bills and obligations arising from
the performance of the contract.
The bonds will each be equal

to 100 percent of the contract
amount.

Completion of the work is
required within 30 calendar days
following commencement of
work. Construction shall be sub-
stantially completed by Friday,
October 25, 2024. The project
includes liquidated damages
that will be assessed as set
forth in the Special Provisions
per calendar day if the work is
not complete within the allotted
contract time.

Each bidder will be required to
be registered with the State of
Montana, Department of Labor
and Industry prior to bidding this
project.

CONTRACTORS and any of the
CONTRACTOR’S subcontrac-
tors doing work on this project
will be required to obtain reg-
istration with the Montana De-
partment of Labor and Industry
(DLI). Forms for registration are
available from the Department
of Labor and Industry, P.O. Box
8011, 1805 Prospect, Helena,
MT 59604-8011. Information on
registration can be obtained by
calling (406) 444-7734. CON-
TRACTORS are not required

to have registered with the DLI
prior to bidding on this project
but must have registered prior
to execution of the construction
agreement. All laborers and
mechanics employed by CON-
TRACTORS or subcontractors in
performance of the construction
work shall be paid wages at
rates according to the current
Montana Prevailing Wage Rates.
The CONTRACTOR must
ensure that employees and ap-
plicants for employment are not
discriminated against because of
their race, color, religion, sex, or
national origin.

No Bid may be withdrawn within
a period of 60 days after the
date for opening bids.

The City of Whitefish reserves
the right to reject all Bids, to
waive informalities, and to reject
nonconforming, irregular, non-re-
sponsive or conditional Bids.

THE CITY OF WHITEFISH
By: /s/ Michelle Howke
Whitefish City Clerk

May 12, 19, 2024
MNAXLP

NO. 30356

Sealed proposals for con-
struction of the Bissell Septic
Improvements are being made
by invitation only for General
Contractors and will be received
by the Olney Bissell School at
the Jackola Engineering and
Architecture office located at
2250 Highway 93 South, Kalis-
pell 59901 until 12:00 Noon local
time on May 29th, 2024, and will
be privately opened and shortly
thereafter. Bids will be received
for a single contract.

This project consists of removal
and replacement of the school’s
septic system. The proposed
system will be an Orenco Advan-
Tex treatment system with an
approximate capacity of 2,000
gallons per day. The project
includes but is not limited to new
gravity piping, primary tankage,
(2) AX100 AdvanTex filter pods,
recirculation and dose tanks,
pumps, controls, and associated
drainfield.

The Contract Documents
consisting of the Drawings

and Project Manual and may

be examined and obtained by
calling Jackola Engineering and
Architecture at 406-755-3208

or viewed at www.Montanabid.
com. Each general contractor
bidding the project must contact
Jackola to be added to the plan
holders list to be notified of
addendums. Additional paper
copies can be acquired for
$90.00 per set, none of which
will be refunded. The Drawings
and Project Manual may also

be examined at the following
locations:

Jackola Engineering & Archi-
tecture

2250 Hwy. 93 South

Kalispell, MT 59901
406-755-3208

There will be a pre-bid confer-
ence and tour for this project
commencing at the Olney Bissell
School, 5955 Farm to Market
Road in Whitefish at 1 pm on
Thursday, May 16th, 2024. Inter-
ested contractors are encour-
aged to attend.

Each bid or proposal must be
accompanied by a Certified
Check, Cashier’s Check, or Bid
Bond payable to Olney Bissell
School in an amount not less
than ten percent (10%) of the to-
tal amount of the bid. Successful
Bidder shall furnish an approved
Performance Bond and Payment
Bond, each in the amount of
one hundred percent (100%) of
the contract amount. Insurance
meeting required limits shall be
provided by the successful Bid-
der as evidenced by a certificate
of insurance.

No bid may be withdrawn after
the scheduled time for the open-
ing of bids as set forth above.
The right is reserved to reject
any or all proposals received, to
waive informalities, to postpone
the award of the contract for a
period not to exceed forty-five
(45) days, and to accept the
lowest responsive and responsi-
ble bid which is the best interest
of the Owner.

May 12, 19, 26, 2024
MNAXLP

NO. 30376

NATIONAL FOREST TIMBER
FOR SALE FLATHEAD NA-
TIONAL FOREST

The Farm To Mill DxP Sale is lo-
cated within Portions of sections
8-16, 21-23, 26-28, 33,34, T30N,
R23W; Flathead County, State
of Montana, PMM. The Forest
Service will receive Sealed and
Oral bids at SO, Kalispell, MT
before or at the time of public bid
opening at 2:00 PM local time
on 06/18/2024 followed by oral
bidding for an estimated volume
of 14131 ton of Douglas-fir and
Other sawtimber, and 3556 ton
of Lodgepole Pine sawtimber
marked or otherwise designated
for cutting. In addition, there is
within the sale area an estimated
volume of 7671 ton of Combined
Softwood non-saw that the
bidder agrees to remove at a
fixed rate. Sale contains spec-
ified roads with an estimated
public works construction cost of
$254,500.82. Bidders qualifying
as small business concerns
under the Small Business Act
may, when submitting a bid,
elect for the Forest Service to
build permanent roads. Addi-
tional information concerning
this option is in the prospectus.
The Forest Service reserves the
right to reject any and all bids.
Interested parties may obtain

a prospectus from the office
listed below. A prospectus, bid
form, and complete information
concerning the timber, the con-
ditions of sale, and submission
of bids is available to the public
from the Flathead National For-
est Supervisor’s Office, 650 Wolf
Pack Way Kalispell, MT.

USDA is an equal opportunity
provider, employer, and lender.

May 19, 2024
MNAXLP

NO. 30377

Montana 11th Judicial District
Court Flathead County

In re the Marriage of:
Ashley Walters,
Petitioner

and

Scott Walters,
Respondent.

Case No: DR-24-99
DANNI COFFMAN
Summons for Publication

NOTICE TO: Respondent Scott
Walters.

You are named in a petition to
dissolve your marriage. Unless
you respond in 21 days, the
court may decide against you
without you being heard and
give Petitioner everything asked
for in the petition. You must
submit your written response
within 21 calendar days. The 21
day period starts the day after
the last date of publication of this
notice. If the final day falls on a
weekend or court holiday, you
may file your response on the
next business day.

You must file your written re-
sponse with the Clerk of District
Court at: 920 South Main and
serve a copy of your answer on
the Petitioner.

Date this 15th day of April, 2024.
(Seal)

PEG L. ALLISON
Clerk of Court

/s/Meagan Ngo
Deputy Clerk

May 19, 26 and June 2, 2024
MNAXLP

NO. 30378
NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that pursuant to the require-
ments of § 2-2-302, MCA, the
Board of Trustees of Deer Park
School District No. 2 intend to
take action on the following
matter at a Board meeting to
be held on the 4th day of June
2024, at 8:15a.m. in the Deer
Park School office:

The possible employment of a
Tana Anderson who is related to
Gary Anderson by affinity (mar-
riage) within the second degree
for the position of Food Service
Director/Office Aide, and;

The possible employment of a
Samantha Marcus who is related
to Gary Anderson by consan-
guinity (blood relation) within the
first degree for the position of
Paraeducator, and;

The possible employment of a
Kelly Lundie who is related to
Patrick Lundie by affinity (mar-
riage) within the second degree
for the position of Volleyball
Coach.

If you have any questions, com-
ments or objections prior to said
Board Meeting, please direct all
such inquiries to:

Sheri Modderman, Superinten-
dent

Deer Park School District #2
Phone Number: 892-5388

Fax Number: 892-3504

May 19, 2024
MNAXLP

NO. 30380
Public Notice

On Wednesday July 10th, 2024.
Treweek Mini Storage will be
having an auction at 3220 US
Hwy 93 South, Kalispell, MT.
Starting at 5:30 pm. In pursuant
of Montana Code Annotated
70-6-411, 70-6-601, and 70-6-
420. Proceeds to satisfy lien.
Unit goes to the highest bidder
for cash. Auction is subject to
redemption by tenants on or
before July 1st, 2024. Units are
as follows:

Donald Kaufmann-306
Michelle Rice-212

Don Leuty-278

John Nord-170

Thomas Harding-260

Donald Kaufmann-305
Tabbetha Clouse-168

Stephan Thompson-6701
Kimberly Purser-7501

Ann Mccortison-148

Joseph Mihalko-92

Garrett Myers-234

May 19 and June 30, 2024
MNAXLP

NO. 30381

Montana Department of Com-
merce

Joint Public Hearing: Monday,
June 3, 2024

The Montana Departments of
Commerce and Public Health
and Human Services announce
the Needs and Strategies Public
Hearing for the 2025-2029 Con-
solidated Plan for Housing and
Community Development (Con-
solidated Plan) and Fair Housing
Equity Plan (Equity Plan).

The 2025-2029 Consolidated
Plan and Equity Plan — which
summarize the actions, activi-
ties,and resources available for
the State of Montana’s Commu-
nity Development Block Grant
(CDBG), HOME Investment
Partnerships Program (HOME),
Housing Trust Fund (HTF), and
Emergency Solutions Grant
(ESG) programs for each
respective period — are being
drafted. To inform the develop-
ment of these plans, the public
is encouraged to share their
community and housing devel-
opment needs, suggested strate-
gies and actions for affirmatively
furthering fair housing, and
general comments regarding
program performance and use
of funds.

Input for the development of the
plans will be received through
June 20, 2024, for the Consoli-
dated Plan, and from now until
June 25, 2024, for the associat-
ed Equity Plan. These docu-
ments, once developed, will be
available for further public com-
ment during comment periods to
be announced. The 2025-2029
Consolidated Plan and Equity
Plan will cover the period from
April 1, 2025, to March 31, 2029.

For more information and to pro-
vide oral comments, the public is

invited to attend a virtual public
hearing at 9:30 am MST on
Monday, June 3, 2024.

The public hearing will be held
on Zoom, and presentation ma-
terials will be available on
Commerce’s website at
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidat-
ed-Plan/Updates prior to the
public hearing. The State will
consider any comments or views
provided in writing during the
specified comment periods or
orally during the public hearing.
To participate in the public hear-
ing, please follow the information
on Commerce’s website at com-
merce.mt.gov/ConsolidatedPlan/
Updates.

All comments pertaining to the
Consolidated Plan must be sub-
mitted to the address or email
below no later than 5:00 pm
MST on June 20, 2024. All
comments pertaining to the
Equity Plan must be submitted
to the address or email below no
later than 5:00 pm MST on June
25, 2024.

Montana Department of Com-
merce

Community MT Division
Attention: Con Plan

301 S. Park Avenue

P.O. Box 200523

Helena, MT 59620-0523
DOCConPlan@mt.gov

Commerce will make reasonable
accommodations for persons
with disabilities or persons with
limited English proficiency who
wish to participate in this pro-
cess and need an alternative
accessible format of presen-
tation materials or translation
services. If you require accom-
modation, please contact Com-
merce at DOCConPlan@mt.gov
no later than 5:00 pm on

May 29, 2024.

El Departamento de Comercio
hara adaptaciones razonables
para las personas con discapaci-
dades o personas con domino
limitado del inglés que deseen
participar en este proceso y
necesiten un formato acces-
sible alternativo de materiales
de presentacion o servicios

de traduccién. Si necesita una
adaptacion, communiques con
El Departamento de Comercio
en DOCConPlan@mt.gov antes
de las 5:00 pm del 29 de mayo
de 2024.

Have questions? Email DOCCo-
nPlan@mt.gov

May, 19, 2024
MNAXLP

NO. 30382

Canvas of Votes and Declara-
tion of Results

CANVASS OF VOTES CAST
AT THE BIFORK SCHOOL
DISTRICT NO. 38 ELECTION,
FLATHEAD & LAKE COUNTIES,
ON THE 7th DAY OF MAY, 2024

OFFICE
NAME OF CANDIDATE
NUMBER OF VOTES

Bigfork High School Trustee
Dan W. Elwell
239

Bigfork High School Trustee
Carrie Garber
69

We hereby certify that this con-
stitutes a full, true and complete
canvass of the number of votes
cast, and declaration of results
of Bigfork School District, No.
38, Flathead and Lake Counties
for the offices and propositions
enumerated and we hereby
declare elected the individuals
listed receiving the highest num-
ber of votes.

Attest my hand this 15th day of
May, 2024.

Board of Trustees:
Paul Sandry

Zack Anderson
Deb Johnson

Ben Woods

Carol Field

Julie Kreiman
Dan Elwell

Lacey Porrovecchio, Election
Administrator

May 19, 2024
MNAXLP

NO. 30384

Montana 11th Judicial District
Court Flathead County

In the Matter of the Name
Change of

Alyvia Rose Bisbee:
Alyvia Rose Bisbee,
Petitioner

Cause No.: DV-24-552

Notice of Hearing on Name
Change

Robert B Allison

This is notice that Petitioner

has asked the District Court for
a change of name from Alyvia
Rose Bisbee to Liv Rose. The
hearing will beheld at the Justice
Center in Flathead County, 920
South Main, Kalispell Montana
on 06/12/2024 at 8:30 a.m.

Date: April 17, 2024

PEG L. ALLISON
Clerk of District Court

BY: /s/ Michelle Davis
Deputy Clerk of Court
Michelle Davis

May 19, 26 and June 2, 9, 2024
MNAXLP
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Find your local number: https://mt-gov.zoom.us/u/kdCSJ1z1Jv

Join by SIP
81069498203 @zoomcrc.com

Join by H.323 (Polycom)
162.255.37.11##81069498203

JANELLE EGLI

Housing Development Program Specialist

MONTANA HOUSING

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
T: 406.841.2926 | M: 614.955.1446
COMMERCE.MT.GOV | HOUSING.MT.GOV

From: Egli, Janelle

Sent: Monday, June 3, 2024 5:22 PM

To: Flynn, Julie <Julie.Flynn@mt.gov>; Megan Brace <megan.brace@candpadvisors.com>; Goldich, Rosie
<Rose.Goldich@mt.gov>

Cc: Singer, Rachel <Rachel.Singer2@mt.gov>

Subject: Consolidated Plan and Fair Housing Equity Plan Needs and Strategies Public Hearing

Hello,

If you attempted to login for the Consolidated Plan / Equity Plan public hearing scheduled for this morning at 9:30
am, you know that we were unable to conduct our meeting as planned. Unfortunately, we encountered some
Zoom-related technical issues and were unable to access the platform until late today.

Please know that we are working to reschedule this public meeting and that we will share information with you
directly once it is available.

Thank you for engaging in this process and for your patience as we pivot,

JANELLE EGLI

Housing Development Program Specialist

MONTANA HOUSING

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
T: 406.841.2926 | M: 614.955.1446
COMMERCE.MT.GOV | HOUSING.MT.GOV












This email was sent to janelle.egli@mt.gov using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: Montana Department of Commerce
- P.O. Box 200501 - Helena, MT 59620-0501



Montana’s Consolidated Plan
for Housing and Community Development
and Associated Affirmatively Furthering
Fair Housing Equity Plan

Public Hearing
June 20, 2024
2:00 p.m. —3:00 p.m.

The Department of Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities or persons
with limited English proficiency who wish to participate in this process and need an alternative accessible format
of the presentation materials or translation services.

El Departamento de Comercio hara adaptaciones razonables para las personas con discapacidades o personas
con domino limitado del inglés que deseen participar en este proceso y necesiten un formato accessible
alternativo de materiales de presentacion o servicios de traduccion.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Statewide Planning

The State of Montana, through the
Departments of Commerce and Public
Health and Human Services, Is developing a
5-year plan to guide policy and investment
for housing, economic, and other community
development projects.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Statewide Planning

This 5-year plan, also known as the
“Consolidated Plan for Housing and
Community Development,” is required by
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) to assess Montana’s
needs and current conditions, as well as to
determine priorities and allocate HUD
funding.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Statewide Planning

In conjunction with the Consolidated Plan,
Montana is developing an Equity Plan to
affirmatively furthering fair housing. Deep
dive into the Equity Plan to come...









2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Objectives

* The objectives of Montana’s Consolidated
Plan include:

—Provide decent housing
—Provide a suitable living environment
— Expand economic opportunities




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Goals

 The goals of Montana’s current Consolidated
Plan are:

— Goal 1 — Preserve and Construct
Affordable Housing

— Goal 2 — Plan for Communities

— Goal 3 — Improve and Sustain Public
Infrastructure

— Goal 4 — Revitalize Local Economies

— Goal 5 — Reduce Homelessness



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Programs

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)

— Housing (Rental Development / Single Family Rehabilitation),
Public and Community Facilities, Economic Development,
Planning

HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME)

— Rental Development / Single Family Development / Rental,
Rehabilitation, Homebuyer Assistance

Housing Trust Fund (HTF)
— Rental Development / Rental Rehabilitation

Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG)

— Street Outreach / Emergency Shelter / Homelessness
Prevention / Rapid Re-housing



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Planning Process

Analyze quantitative and qualitative data
regarding need

Engage the public, agencies, and
stakeholders to get input about need

|dentify priority needs

Develop a strategy In response to
identified needs

Direct funding to strategies



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan

Documents

 Equity Plan for Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing

— Under a HUD Proposed Rule, Montana will develop an Equity
Plan every five years that will serve the purpose of assessing fair
housing issues and their underlying causes, as well as setting
fair housing goals and outlining strategies for achieving equity in
housing, increasing access to community assets, and
broadening economic opportunities

— The mandate to affirmatively further fair housing requires
proactive and meaningful action to overcome patterns of
segregation, promote fair housing choice, eliminate disparities in
opportunities, and foster inclusive communities free from
discrimination



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Documents (cont’d)

Five-Year Consolidated Plan for Housing and
Community Development (Con Plan)

— Consolidated Plans are strategic plans prepared every five years
that guide housing and community investments

Annual Action Plan (AAP)

— AAPs are prepared each year of the Consolidated Plan and
outline specific activities, goals, and objectives for the given
program year

Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation
Report (CAPER)

— CAPERSs are annual reports that detail use of funds and
progress towards meeting goals and objectives for AAPs



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development

Under HUD'’s Proposed Rule, the State will
oversee a more streamlined analysis of fair
housing compared to what was required under the
2015 Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Rule.
Furthermore, the State will oversee a more robust
community engagement effort to identify fair
housing needs and opportunities.




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

« At least three public hearings will be held before the Equity Plan is

submitted to HUD.

— Two hearings before the publication of the Equity Plan to provide the public
opportunity to identify fair housing needs and inform fair housing strategies.

» First hearing was April 3, 2024, and the second hearing is today, June 20, 2024

— One hearing after the publication of the Equity Plan to provide the public
opportunity to comment on the published plan document.

 Initial input will be accepted through June 25, 2024. Feedback
regarding the to-be-published Equity Plan will be accepted during a
comment period to be announced.

» As part of its outreach efforts, the State gathered data to inform Equity
Plan development via the Montana Fair Housing Survey.

— Opened May 1, 2024; closed May 31, 2024.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

e Fair Housing Analysis
— Demographics
— Segregation and integration
— Racially or ethnically concentrated areas of poverty (R/IECAPS)
— Access to community assets
— Access to affordable housing opportunities
— Access to homeownership and economic opportunity
— Local and state policies and practices impacting fair housing

 Fair Housing Issues
— ldentify issues with data and local knowledge
— Prioritize issues based on data collected and public input

 Fair Housing Strategies and Goals
— Commit to taking responsive actions to address fair housing issues



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan

Equity Plan Development (cont’d)
Preliminary Data - Demographics

1990 Trend 2000 Trend 2010 Trend 2020
Race/Ethnicit # % # % # % # %
556,529 91.4% 618,450 89.2% 666,393 87.8% 657,407 83.3%

1,103  02% 2275 03% 4179 06% 2,648 0.3%
7969 1.3% 11,912 17% 19,169 25% 28,565  3.6%

Asian or Pacific
Islander 2,432 0.4% 4 558 0.7% 7,104 0.9% 5,371 0.7%

40296 6.6% 54443 7.9% 61,823 81% 53132 6.7%

Data Source: AFFH, Census, ACS Non-Entitlement Areas of Montana






2025-2029 Consolidated Plan

Equity Plan Development (cont'd)
Preliminary Data — R/ECAPS

Racially/Ethnically Concentrated Areas of Poverty


















2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Preliminary Findings

— Demographics
» Growing diversity

— Segregation and integration
» Low to moderate levels of segregation based on HUD measures

— Racially or ethnically concentrated areas of poverty (RIECAPS)
* Four county R/IECAPs

— Access to community assets
» Native American households experience lower levels of access to opportunities overall

— Access to affordable housing opportunities and economic opportunities

* Native American applicants experience higher mortgage denial rates

» Female-headed, “other” living situations and households with disabilities experience
poverty at higher rates



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Adoption and Evaluation

* Once developed (tentatively in September 2024), the Equity Plan
will be submitted to HUD. Upon receipt, HUD will publish the
plan and make it available for a 60-day public review period.

o After HUD accepts Montana’s Equity Plan, it will be published on
Commerce’s website, and its fair housing goals and strategies
will be incorporated into the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
and associated Annual Action Plans.

* Progress evaluations for the Equity Plan will be required
annually after the Equity Plan is adopted.

— Before submitting its Annual Progress Evaluations for the Equity
Plan to HUD, the State will make available to interested parties
the proposed evaluation for a comment period of no less than 15
calendar days.




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan

Document Review, Engagement

* Once drafted, Equity Plan and Consolidated Plan
documents will be available:

— On Commerce’s website at commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-
Plan/Documents

— Several repositories throughout the state (see website for list)
— By request

« All interested parties are encouraged to review
published documents and to participate in the
State’s public meetings. For information about
upcoming meetings and comment periods, visit
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates
and/or subscribe to Commerce’s Consolidated Plan
email listserv.




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Commerce Contact Information

Montana Department of Commerce
301 S Park Ave Helena, MT 59601
PO Box 200523 Helena, MT 59620-0523

Division Administrators:  Galen Steffens, Cheryl Cohen

CDBG Coordinator: Rosie Goldich
Program Specialist: Janelle Egli
Phone: 406.841.2770
TDD: 406.841.2702
Fax: 406.841.2771
Email: DOCConPlan@mt.qov

Website: commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
DPHHS Contact Information

DPHHS
1400 Carter Drive Helena, MT 59601
PO Box 202956 Helena, MT 59620-2956

Administrator: Jessie Counts
Bureau Chief: Sara Loewen

Phone: 406.447.4265
Fax: 406.447.4287

Website: www.dphhs.mt.gov




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
comments

If you would like to provide a written comment or qualitative data
(anecdotes) pertaining to the 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
and/or its associated Equity Plan for affirmatively furthering fair
housing, our physical address and email address are below.

Montana Department of Commerce
Community MT
Attn: Con Plan
PO Box 200523
Helena, MT 59620-0523

Note that written comments for Montana’s Equity Plan will be accepted
until 5:00 p.m. June 25, 2024, while written comments for Montana’s
Consolidated Plan will be accepted on an ongoing basis until the plan is
developed in the fall of 2024.
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STATE OF MONTANA
DEPARTMENT OF COVMERCE and
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES

Public Hearing for Montana's
Consol i dated Pl an for Housing and Conmunity Devel opnent
and Associated Affirmatively Furthering

Fai r Housing Equity Pl an

TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS (VI A ZGOM

BE | T REMEMBERED, that the proceedings in the
above-captioned matter was heard via Zoom on the 20th
day of June, 2024, beginning at the hour of 2:00
p.m, before Gegory A Frank, RPR Notary Public for

the State of Mntana.
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Transcript of Proceedings viaZoom

DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL PRESENT:

Janel | e Egl
Julie Flynn

Megan Brace

ATTENDEES:

Shayl a Pat er a
Jen Chapl a
Jim Mrton

Kri sten Newman
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Transcript of Proceedings viaZoom

M5. EGLI: 1'Ill just quickly introduce
nyself. M nane is Janelle Egli and I"'mw th the
Mont ana Department of Commerce. 1'd like to wel cone

you to today's hearing. And for those of you who
tried to join us the first tine we attenpted to have
this hearing, apologies again, but we had some Zoom
I ssues, but I'"'mglad that we're able to hold it now
and glad that you're joining us, so wel cone.

Today we're going to be tal ki ng about
Mont ana' s Consol i dated Plan for Housing and Comrunity
Devel opnent and the Associated Affirmatively
Furthering Fair Housing Equity Plan. Today's hearing
wll consist of a presentation by Megan Brace. And
she is our consultant with CNPA, who is assisting the
State with consolidated planning efforts.

At the end of our hearing, we will provide
an opportunity for everybody to provide coments. So
as we're going through our presentation, please feel
free to jot down sone notes, jot down sone questions
t hat you have and we can open up the floor at the
end of the presentation for those comments and
questi ons.

Al'l comrents and questions will be given a
formal response through our docunent and you wll see

t hat once we publish our docunents and get those for
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Transcript of Proceedings viaZoom

review to the public in a period to be announced. So
"Il go ahead and turn the mc over to Megan and
she'll get us started. Thank you.

M5. BRACE: Thank you, Janelle. Next slide,

pl ease.

As Janell e nmentioned, ny nane is Megan
Brace, | amthe Senior Policy Advisor with Community
and Policy Advisors. |I'mworking with the Departnent

of Commerce and the Departnent of Public Health and
Human Servi ces.

THE COURT REPORTER: Can you get a little
bit clearer?

(Di scussion held off the record.)

M5. BRACE: |I'msorry. Thank you. |Is this
alittle bit better? Coser to the mc. Perfect.
l"mworking with themon their Consolidated Plan and
their Equity Plan. And we're going to tal k about
what those are and the process of what those nean for
the State and for communities across the State.

So part of this is statew de planning, so
t he Departnent of Commerce and Public Health and
Human Services is developing this 5-year plan to help
gui de policy and i nvestnent for housing, econom c and
ot her conmunity devel opnent projects. Next slide,

pl ease.
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Transcript of Proceedings viaZoom

This is called the Consolidated Plan for
Housi ng and Community Devel opnent. This is required
every five years by the Departnent of Housing Urban
Devel opnment or HUD. Wiat this does is, it assesses
Mont ana' s housing needs. It al so assesses Montana's
communi ty devel opnent needs.

VWhat we're really looking at is what's
happening in Montana. Wat's happening with the
denogr aphics. Wat's changi ng. Wat kind of housing
needs are we seeing. Wat needs are we seeing in our
communi ties, and how can we address those needs with
the funds that we're receiving from HUD

So we'll tal k about what those funds are and
what we can spend that noney on and how we can use
t hese funds to address those goals over the next five
years. Next slide, please.

As part of this process, we are al so
devel oping an Equity Plan. And what an Equity Pl an
Is, Is it gives us the opportunity to | ook at housing
wholistically and to see if there's any way that
housing is being -- there's barriers to accessing
housing in the State. Are there any groups that have
| ess access to housing, are there ways that we can
mtigate that. So we're going to talk about that in

alittle bit nore detail throughout this
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presentation. Next slide, please.

Thr oughout this process, we have a very
robust public participation. This neeting today is
just one of many opportunities to participate in this
process. W have regional neetings com ng up. The
next one is in Libby on July 24th. After that, we
have anot her regional building in dasgow on August
1st. Al of these dates are subject to change, but
you can see the website for current information.
That's avail abl e at
comrer ce. nt . gov/ Consol i dat ed- Pl an/ Upat es.  Next
slide, please.

Additionally, we have public i nput
opportunities that include focus groups. These are
targeted towards different topics such as
honel essness, affordabl e housing, infrastructure, and
really gives opportunity for stakehol ders and
service providers to provide their input on what they
are seeing in their conmunities and how we can
address the need in the State.

We al so have the public hearings, |like the
one we're having today, as well as additional public
heari ngs throughout the process. W had two
surveys that went out, the housing and comunity

need survey. This was out in April and into May.
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And we al so had a Fair Housing Survey that went out

as wel |.

At the culm nation of this process, we wll
have docunments that will go out for formal review and
we'll allow for public comment and these will al so be
avai |l abl e on Commerce website, which we'll tal k about
that public review process as well. Qur next slide,
pl ease.

The Consolidated Pl an has a nunber of
obj ectives that are aligned with the federal
obj ectives, excuse ne. These are to provi de decent
housi ng, provide suitable living environnents, and to
expand econom c opportunities. Next slide, please.

The current Consolidated Plan, which is
endi ng this programyear, ending in 2025, the next
Consolidated Plan will begin in 2025, has five
goals. These goals are the goals that we are
evaluating. Are these goals that we wll continue to
use in the next Consolidated Plan, are these going to
change, are these things that we're going to continue
or not.

So what we have right nowis the first goal
Is to preserve and construct affordable housing. The
second goal is to plan for comunities. The third

goal is to inprove and sustain public infrastructure.
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The fourth goal is to revitalize |ocal econom es and
the fifth goal is to reduce honel essness. Next
slide, please.

Now, these prograns that we're talking about
cone primarily fromfour funds that are comng from
HUD fromthe federal governnent. Wen we're talking
about our Community Devel opnent Bl ock Grant or CDBG
this funding is our w dest funding source, it has the
nmost fundi ng opti ons.

It can go to things |ike housing, which
I ncl udes rental devel opnent, single famly
rehabilitation, but it can also go to public and
community facilities. It can go to econom c
devel opnent, or public services, excuse ne, it can go
to planning. So this really has w de reachi ng and
nmore flexibility than other fundi ng sources.

W al so have the Hone | nvest nent
Partnershi ps Programor the HOVE fund. This is
primarily going to housing. It can go to rental
devel opnent, single fam |y devel opnent, rental rehab,
honme buyer assistance and the |ike. W also have
t he Housing Trust Fund. This is very simlar to
t he HOVE fund except it is targeted only to extrenely
| ow i nconme househol ds.

And t hen we have the Energency Sol utions
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G ant, or ESG This is targeted to househol ds t hat
are experiencing or at risk of honel essness. This
can go to things |like street outreach, emergency
shelters, honel essness prevention and rapid

r e- housi ng.

So when we're tal king about these funds and
t hese goals, these are what we're tal king about.
These are the types of activities that we can fund
and these are the types of activities that these
goals are targeted towards. Next slide, please.

So throughout this consolidated pl anning
process what we're doing is we're starting with
anal yzing data. There's a lot of information. W're
| ooking at trends in the State. Again, we're | ooking
at denographics. W're |ooking at housing. W're
| ooki ng at econom cs.

How are these changing. How has it changed
in the last five years. How is that need changing in
each community in the State. How does that change
the need that we're seeing. And then we're also, you
know, on the other hand engagi ng the public, engaging
t heir various agencies and stakehol ders to get their
I nput about the need that they are seeing in their
comuni ties.

So we're taking both of those facets and
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bringing themtogether to identify priority needs
that we're seeing across the state and those needs
and how they will be addressed, once we have
identified those needs for devel oping strategies in
response to those needs.

And then the final step is to direct the
funding that we just tal ked about and strategies to
t hose needs over the next five years. Next slide,
pl ease.

So on the other hand we have the
Consol idated Pl an. W also have, as | nenti oned
briefly, this Equity Plan. There's a |ot of words on
this page. |I'mgoing to just briefly tal k about what
this Equity Plan is.

This Equity Plan will conme out every five
years and it serves to assess housing i ssues and how
househol ds can access housing if there's issues in
accessi ng housing across the state. Once we
Identify those issues, there will be fair housing
goal s and strategies, excuse ne, to increase access
to housing as well as community assets to help
br oaden access to housing as well as econonic
opportunities.

Thi s hel ps neet the nandate to affirmatively

further fair housing, to proactively and
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meani ngful l y, excuse ne, overcone patterns of
segregation to help pronote fair housing choice and
elimnate disparities in access to housing. Next
slide, please.

So what we're going to cone out with at the
end of process is a nunber of docunents. W' re going
to cone out with that five-year Consolidated Plan for
Housi ng and Community Devel opnent and that again w |
be that plan that hel ps be that guide for planning
over the next five years with those strategies and
goals for how we're going to spend funds over the
course of five years.

Each year after that we'll have an Annual
Action Plan. This outlines how those funds wll be
spent each year on individual projects to help
address those five-year goals on an annual basis.

At the end of each program year we have the
Consol i dat ed Annual Perfornmance and Eval uati on
Report, the CAPER This lets us | ook back at each
year to see how we're nmaki ng progress towards each
goal. Next slide, please.

W're al so devel oping that Equity Plan as we
have been di scussing. So the next few slides we're
going to tal k about what that neans. W're going to

| ook at sone of the data that we're collecting and
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ki nd of understand what that nmeans in terns of equity
in terms of how we can neasure that. So under the
proposed rule we are | ooking at how housi ng can be
accessed by different groups of people. So next
slide, please.

So through this process, there is another
public input process as well. There's going to be at
| east three public hearings for the Equity Plan, two
of these public hearings need to be held before the
rel ease of the plan. The first one was held on Apri
3rd, the second one is being held today. After the
rel ease of the plan for public review, there will be
that third public neeting, and that will be at a
| at er date.

The initial input is being accepted
t hrough June 25th, and that is during this period
right now As part of its outreach effort, the State
gathered data in the formof the Fair Housing Survey
that | nentioned earlier and that was open from My
1st through the 31st of this year. Next slide.

Thr oughout this process the Fair Housi ng
Anal ysi s includes a number of steps to anal yze
access to housing, access to opportunities. W're
| ooki ng at denobgraphi cs, segregation, integration,

racially or ethnically concentrated areas of
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poverty. 1'll describe what that neans in a m nute.
Access to community assets. Access to affordable
housi ng opportunities. Access to hone ownershi p and
econom ¢ opportunity. Local and state policies and
practices inpacting fair housing.

So all of these things we're | ooking at
different data sets, and different public input
opportunities to describe how these inpact fair
housi ng and access to housing across the State. Once
we | ooked at these and anal yzed these, we identify
fair housing issues.

Then once we have identified these issues,
they are prioritized based on data coll ected as well
as public input and then these i ssues are paired
W th strategies and goals in which the State can
commt to taking responsive actions to address those
fair housing issues. Next slide, please.

Let nme take a few mnutes to tal k about sone
of the data that we have collected. This is just a
sni ppet of sone of the information. |'mjust going
to outline sone of it. | encourage you, once the
docunent is out for public review, to take the tine
to look at it and really see what's there because
there's a lot of information and this just really

gi ves you a previ ew.
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So this is just giving you sone percentages
of the racial and et hic makeup of Montana goi ng back
to 1990. What we're really seeing is a shift in the
raci al and ethic makeup of the State. The Wite
popul ation is declining. W're seeing an uptick in
t he Hi spanic popul ation, so we are seeing a little
bit increase in the racial and ethnic diversity
wthin the State.

| also just want to nmention we don't have,
you know, the data here. W' re also seeing an agi ng
popul ati on, so the denographics of the State are
changi ng. What does that nmean for housing. Wat
does that nean for the future of housing in Mntana.
Next slide, please.

So as part of this as well, HUD has desi gned
what is called the Affirmatively Furthering Fair
Housi ng or AFFH data tool. And within this tool
there are a lot of different neasures. One of these
neasures is the Dissimlarity Index. And this really
Is just a cal culation of how we can | ook at
segregati on geographically. So White versus
non- White popul ation, the |l evel of segregation in a
geogr aphi c area.

So if we can | ook at the current graph on

the far right, the first bar, the darkest bar is the

14
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non-Wiite versus Wiite population. W're |ooking at
al nost 55 woul d be high segregation or the Bl ack
and White is, you know, 44 which is noderate
segregati on.

So, you know, we're seeing noderate to high
segregation in those areas in Mntana, |ow
segregation for Hi spanic and Wite popul ati ons based
on these calculations. So a very, you know, a range
based on what we're | ooking at on racial or ethnic
makeups by these cal cul ati ons.

It is has gone down over tine and, again,
this is based on these HUD cal cul ations. And a | ot
of what we're seeing here with this, the non-Wite
versus Wiite is based on Native Anerican versus Wite
popul ations and primarily based geographically
around Native Anerican reservations. Next slide,
pl ease.

Anot her part of this plan that we're | ooking
at is what | nentioned before is those racially or
ethnically concentrated areas of poverty. The
definition of what that is, is at | east 40 percent of
t he popul ation nmust be living in poverty and at | east
50 percent of the popul ation nust be a racial or
ethic mnority.

So there's four counties in the State that
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neet that definition. Al of these four counties
al so contain at | east one Native Anmerican
reservation, but, again, at |east 40 percent of

t he popul ati on al so woul d have to be living in
poverty.

So that is, you know, sonething to
consider. Conmparing this to 2010, there were only
two counties that qualified, so we are seeing an
increase in the areas that qualify as a recap in the
State. Next slide, please.

M5. EG.l: Megan, can you confirmthat | did
not skip over a slide?

MS. BRACE: Let nme |ook at ny papers really
fast. You did not. W' re good.

Anot her part of this Equity Plan is | ooking
at access to opportunity. So opportunities are
defined as, you know, things that are in your
communi ties, schools, jobs, transportation,
environnental health, air quality, things |ike
that. And we |look at that in this neasure by race
ethnicity.

These nunbers are based on index |evels that
are prescribed by HUD and they are based on nati onal
| evel s. So, you know, we see that environnmental

heal th and the nunbers for Montana are very high
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because the environnental health, which is prinmarily
based on air quality is high in Montana based on
nat i onal dat a.

W see transit trips is relative low for the
St ate because public transit based on national data
Is relatively low \What we're |looking at really is,
we're conparing within the State between different
raci al groups.

So, you know, for school proficiency, the
White, you know, that blue bar versus the Native
Aneri can, that brown bar, we're seeing discrepancies
bet ween these racial and ethic groups or access to
t hese opportunities wthin comunities.

So what does that nean for househol ds within
Mont ana. What does that mean for the | arger
communities when we're seei ng these di screpancies
between different racial and ethic groups. Next
slide, please.

We're al so | ooking at, you know, housing
costs and ot her housi ng problens as they are defined
by HUD. So HUD defines a housing problem as one of
four things. The first is if you are overcrowded.
The second is if you are m ssing a conplete kitchen.
The third is if you are m ssing conpl ete pl unbing

facilities. And the fourth is if you are cost
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bur dened.

This is the nost common. It accounts for
the vast nmajority of housing problems and you are
consi dered to be cost burdened if you spend nore than
30 percent of your household i ncone on housing. So
the darker the green is the bigger percentage of
househol ds that are considered to have housi ng
probl ens.

So | would encourage you to | ook at the
report once it conmes out because we are show ng by
county the percentages of househol ds that do have
cost burdens. But this just shows us geographically
Iin the State what areas are experienci ng higher
rates of these housing problens, so what areas are
harder for households to find housing that suit their
needs.

And this, again, is just part of this
process of understandi ng housing needs in Montana in
accessi ng housing equitably for househol ds. Next
slide, please.

Part of accessing housing is also being able
to buy housing or buy houses, excuse ne. Access to
nmort gages. So what we | ook at is through the Hone
Mort gage Di scl osure Act or HVDA data. This

i nformation provides denial rates. W like to | ook
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at denial rates overall and then conpare them by race
ethnicity.

So you know you can be denied by a nortgage
for a variety of reasons, debt to incone ratio, your
credit store, a variety of reasons. But that, those
deni al s shoul d be kind of equal across the board by
race and ethnicity.

What we do see is that the average deni al
rate overall is about half of what it is for, you
know, Anerican Indian or Al aska Native households in
the State. Year to year it is about the sane. So in
2022, American |Indian or Al aska Native applicants had
about a 26 percent denial rate and the totals for the
State was about 13 percent.

W do see, you know, two or nore races was
about 42 percent, but the nunber of those was very
low, so it is not statistical, statistically
relevant. | just wanted to point that out if you're
| ooki ng at those nunbers. But, you know, the Native
Anerican applicant that we're seeing consistently
have, is nmuch hi gher rates.

So, again, just |ooking at househol ds for
applicants in this case, they are havi ng additi onal
barriers in accessing housing for nortgages in the

State. Next slide, please.
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We're al so | ooking at things |ike poverty.
Are there certain popul ations that are experiencing
poverty at higher rates. So overall in Mntana, the
poverty rate in 2022 was about 12 percent. In famly
househol ds, about 9.2 percent. |In fenual e-headed
househol ds, is about 27 percent, so significantly
hi gher.

If you are considered in other |iving
arrangenent househol ds, 24 percent. |If you are
living with a disability, you're living in a rate of
poverty of about 19 percent. So, again, accessing
housing with these rates of poverty creating barriers
f or househol ds, | ooking at these through this process
as well. Next slide, please.

As | nentioned a few m nutes ago, we did
t hat Fair Housing Survey and | just wanted to share
sone of the results that we had fromthat. One of
the questions we asked is if you were aware of fair
housi ng | aws i n Mont ana.

So alittle under half of the respondents
were aware of fair housing | aws and, you know, a
little over a third were somewhat aware. So that
means not too bad in results of that. Then about 40
percent of respondents who were aware of any policies

Wthin their communities to pronote housing
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devel opnent. So, again, just sone of those results
that | wanted to share with you. Next slide,
pl ease.

| wanted to take just a mnute to go over
sone of that informati on we shared. The denographics
you know, in the State, there's growi ng diversity,
we're seeing changes in racial and ethnic makeup of
the State. W' re seeing aging popul ation. Wat does
t hat nmean for housing and the future of housing.

W' re seeing |l ow to noderate | evel s of
segregation. W' re also seeing high | evels of
segregation. W' re tal king about, you know, those
Nat i ve Anerican popul ations. W're seeing those
four counties that have those racially or ethnically
concentrated areas of poverty.

And we're tal king about community assets.
We're tal king about Native American households wth
| ower | evels of access to opportunity. And we're
t al ki ng about access to affordabl e housing
opportunities. W're tal king about Native Anerican
appl i cants experi ence hi gher nortgage deni al rates.

We're tal ki ng about econom c opportunities,
f emal e- headed househol ds, people living in other
l'iving situations and households with disabilities

are experiencing poverty at higher rates.
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So, again, these are all things that we're
| ooking at in their connection to accessing
housi ng. What does that nmean for househol ds and
their equity in accessing housing in Mntana and
within their communities. Next slide, please.
MS. EGLI: Megan, | just wanted to |et you
know, we are having some moc, like it is trailing off

just a little bit in volune, so | just wanted to see
if we could get maybe get a little closer to the mc.
| can hear you fine, but there is a difference in
volune, | just wanted to nenti on.

MS. BRACE: Thank you, Janelle.

M5. EGLI: You're wel cone.

MS. BRACE: So we have the Equity Pl an that
w ||l be going out for adoption and evaluation. So
once this information is put together, it will be
going out to public review. This is tentatively
schedul ed for Septenber of this year that it will be
goi ng out for public review

Once this happens and it has gone out for
that period, it will then be submtted to HUD, which
will be available after a 60-day public review
peri od, excuse nme. After HUD accepts the Mntana
Equity Plan it wll be published on the Comerce's

website.
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Its fair housing goals and strategies w |
be incorporated into the State's Consolidated Pl an
and t he Associ ated Annual Action Plans. Progress
evaluations for the Equity Plan will be required
annual ly after the Equity Plan is adopted.

Before submtting its annual process
eval uations for the Equity Plan to HUD, the State
w il neke available to interested parties the
pr oposed eval uation for a comrent period of no | ess
t han 15 cal endar days. Next slide, please.

And | believe I"'mgoing to hand it back over
to you, Janelle.

MS. EG.I: GCkay. Thank you so much, Megan.
We really appreciate all the work that Megan has done
to crunch data and to help us with noving this effort
al ong.

Ckay. So docunent review and engagenent.
Once we have drafts of our plans, they will be
avai |l abl e on Commerce's website at
conmer ce. M . Gov/ Consol i dat ed- Pl an/ Docunents. They
will also be avail able at several repositories
t hroughout the State.

That list is on your website, so please see
that if you are interested in |ooking at a hard copy

at a repository near you. And of course we wll have
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the plans avail able by request. So if you need a
copy, feel free to reach out to us.

All interested parties are encouraged to
revi ew publ i shed docunents and to participate in the
State's public neetings. And that's what you are
doi ng today, so thank you for that. And for
I nformati on about upcom ng neeti ngs and conment
peri ods, you can go to our website
comrer ce. M . Gov/ Consol i dat ed- Pl an/ Updat es.

You can al so subscri be describe to our
Consolidated Plan listserv and that subscription
option is on our website. |If you would like to
contact Commerce either to provide input or to ask
questions about this process, we are at 301 S. Park
Avenue in Hel ena, Montana, zip code 59601. Qur P.QO
Box is 200523 in Hel ena, Montana 59620- 0523.

The Di vi sion Adm ni strators over the
Consolidated Plan are Galen Steffens and Cheryl
Cohen. |If you wanted to reach out, Rosie Goldich and
nme, Janelle Egli, are also available to answer
questi ons.

The phone nunber that you can use for
Comrerce is 406-841-2770. TDD is 406-841-2702. Qur
fax is 406-841-2771. CQur e-mail is
DOCConPl an@rt . gov. And our website is
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conmer ce. nt . gov/ Consol i dat ed- Pl an.

DPHHS, our partner in this work is also
available if you wish to reach out to them They are
| ocated at 1400 Carter Drive in Helena, Mntana
59601. Their P.O Box is 202956 in Hel ena, Montana
59620- 2956. Jessie Counts is the adm nistrator over
this effort for DPHHS and Sara Loewen is the Bureau
Chi ef . Phone nunber is 406-447-4265. And the fax is
406-447-4287.

Their website is ww. dphhs. nt.gov. So if
you would like to provide witten comrents or
qualitative data pertaining to our Consolidated Pl an
or our Equity Plan for Affirmatively Furthering Fair
Housi ng, our physical address and e-nmail address are
given on this slide and we just reviewed those in the
previ ous sli de.

Pl ease note if you are planning on
submtting a witten comment that we are accepting
comments for the Equity Plan until 5:00 p.m on June
25t h, 2024, and that's comng right up, so | wanted
to note that for everybody.

And we are continuing to accept coments on
t he Consolidated Pl an on an ongoi ng basis until the
plan i s devel oped and a good target for submtting

comments would be fall of 2024. W w il publish the
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dates of our actual conment period once we have that
draft publi shed.

Now, we will go ahead and del ve into our
verbal comments. So if you would like to provide a
comment, this is your tinme. |1'mgoing to just
re-situate ny screen here, okay.

Comment s regardi ng needs and strategies
pertaining to the 2025-2029 Consolidated Pl an
i ncluding the Year 1 or 2025-2026 Annual Action Pl an
and associated Equity Plan for Affirmatively
Furthering Fair Housing are now bei ng accepted.

If you have a comment and are joining via
webi nar, please raise your hand so we can unmnute
you. |If you are joining via phone, please press
star 9 to indicate you have a comment, and then star
6 to unmute and then re-nute yourself.

So, again, if you are joining via phone,
that's star 9 to indicate you have a comment and then
star 6 to unnmute and re-nute yourself. \Wen
provi di ng comment, please state and spell your nane
and pl ease al so state the organi zati on you represent
i f applicabl e.

So |l wll go ahead and nmute nyself and we'l|
turn the fl oor over to you.

MS. FLYNN: Jen, do you want to go ahead?
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MS. CHAPLA: Yeah. Gkay. M nane is Jen
Chapla, spelled CGHA-P-L-A. | amthe Tenancy
Specialist for AWARE. | have noticed that there are
a lot of seemngly great resources out there to help
peopl e pay rent and get into houses once they find
them The PSH voucher is a fantastic exanpl e of
hel pi ng peopl e get over their honel essness, right.

We have got this great voucher that doesn't
have a long wait list. The problemis there's no
supply in our community. | talk to landlords pretty
regul arly, and the general consensus is they can get
way nore on the open market than they are going to
get for any of the vouchers.

Tenants with vouchers regul arly destroy
units and they don't want to take them There's
al so just a shortage of units that would be
appropriate for that denographic. And |I'm wondering
If there is going to be anything in the plan to help
I ncentivize |landlords to work wth sonme of the
exi sting resources maybe in the formof tax rebates
or guarantees for financial assistance when things go
sout h.

M5. EGlI: Thank you, Jen. We will provide
a conment, or response to your comment rather. W

really appreciate you find providing that feedback.
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MS. CHAPLA: Thank you.

MS. EGLI: Al right. Next I wll go to
Shayl a Patera, she |ooks |ike she's next on ny
screen. So, Shayla, go ahead and state and spell
your nane and give your organization and your conmnent
when you are ready.

MS. PATERA: Hi. For the record, ny nane is
Shayl a Patera. |'menployed by and serve North
Central | ndependent Living Services in Black Eagle,
Montana and |'ma | ongti me housi ng advocate with
t hese for independent living centers.

And what | would like to say is regards to
the Equity Plan. Many times as you probably heard it
before, I think we are trying to do a great job as
best we can with the resources we have, but it is, as
Jen said, it is quite hard, particularly if there
aren't enough housi ng stock pl aces accessi bl e and
affordabl e to honeless citizens or people wth
disabilities, which is the population that | help
serve.

And sonetines it seens |like the thing, one
of the things that we really need to | ook for besides
bui | di ng nore affordabl e, accessi bl e affordable
housi ng stock is naking sure that there are |like

maybe source of incone, legislation or different
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types of incentive as other people have said in the
past to ensure that there is opportunities for those
to get housing.

I would also like to see, because | also
deal with citizens with disabilities that are
honel ess who oftenti nes have crim nal records or
com ng out of state and private-run institutions. So
I would |ike to see our feedback on how we're going
to i npl enent the new reducing barriers rule from HUD
regarding crimnal, crimnal convictions and how to
hel p peopl e who oftenti nes have not hi ng or cannot
wor K.

Because it is great when soneone can work,
but what happens when their disability changes or
t heir age becones a factor for them then there is
no, oftentimes very limted places to go for people
who need HUD or a lot of tinmes we're all conpeting
for the sane unit.

And one of the other things | would like to
say before, because | don't want to nonopolize the
tine, is we need to really check and see if there
aren't any disparate inpact in how we onboard
sonebody i nto housi ng and keep soneone into
apartment housing and nmaking sure that multi-famly

and single fam |y dupl exes and apartnents and
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di fferent housi ng options we have are wheel chair
accessi bl e.

Because soneti nes people who are on limted
or no inconme, such as SSI, SSDI, they can't, they
can't often keep it. Even though we, we |ook at the
30 percent or what the voucher covers, if there is a
nmedi cal energency or they have to choose between
heal t hcare and housi ng, sonetinmes that's a choi ce,

t 0o.

So this, along with other witten comments,
which | will submt as part of ny comment. So thank
you for having this hearing today.

MS. EG.I: Thank you so nuch, Shayla. And
as always, we really appreciate your input and we
will provide a response to that comment as well.

And next | have Jim Mdrton on ny list. So,
Jim when you are ready, go ahead and unnute
yoursel f, you can provide your nane and your
organi zati on and comment.

MR. MORTON: Good afternoon. For the
record, ny name is JimMrton. The |last nane is
spelled MORT-ON, and |I'm comrenti ng on behal f of
HRC Cott ages, | ncorporated.

First, | want to conplinment the staff of the

Mont ana Departnent of Commerce and the Departnent of

30
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Public Health and Human Services for their work on
the Consolidated Plan. And as usual | have to say
that | in general agree with what Shayl a has
comrent ed on.

But about HRC Cottages, we're a nonprofit
t hat devel ops and owns housi ng that serves househol ds
wth lower inconmes. Qur apartnents are rent
restricted and sone of the apartnents that we have
actual |y have tenant-based rental assistance.
However, as you know, nore tenant-based rental
assi stance i s needed.

We use a variety of sources to devel op,
I ncludi ng the HOVE | nvest nent Partnership, the
Housi ng Tax Credit Program CDBG Rural Devel opnent
and of course other sources. And it is getting nore
and nore difficult to devel op housi ng gi ven the high
cost of land and in sone cases | ack of |abor the
contractors are facing, as well as the volatility in
materials for building.

We develop in conmmunities that have | arger
popul ati ons, of course, but we al so develop in
uni ncor por at ed areas where they do not have a variety
of public services, which again woul d make the cost
devel opi ng affordable housing a little bit higher in

t hose ar eas.

31
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And that would be a concern | think for the
funders that are part of this Consolidated Plan in
terns of determning howto the award funding. | do
appreciate the attention that MDOC and t he Depart ment
of Public Health have given to providing affordabl e
housing to a wde variety of popul ations from
elderly, victins of donestic violence, veterans,
those wth special needs and those who are housel ess
or at risk of becom ng housel ess, just to nmention a
few of the popul ati ons.

But one comment | would like to nake in
addition would be that sinply discussing buil ding
nore housing as the solution to a | ack of affordable
housing really does not recognize the need to take a
nmore wholistic view.

And | think as you heard a coupl e of
comrents about that, that would include the needs of
| ower i ncone househol ds, i ncluding higher paying
j obs, the need for support for childcare and health
I nsurance, nore access to training and educati onal
opportunities.

And then pl eased of what you're talking
about does take a w der view of our |ack of
affordabl e housing in a crisis that is across our

great State. And |I'mespecially pleased that you are
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addressi ng raci al segregati on and what i npact that
does have not only on the comunities but also the
I ndi viduals who live in those communities.

So wi ndi ng up, thank you for the
opportunity to participate and that concl udes ny
conmmrent s.

MS. EG.I: Thank you so nmuch, Jim we
really appreciate that conment, we'll provide our
response. And Kristen Newman is who | have next.

Kri sten, when you are ready, go ahead and
provi de your comrent, nane and organi zati on.

MS. NEWWAN. Hi, ny nane is Kristen Newnan,
K-RI-ST-EEN, NE-WMA-N, |'"'mthe ADA Accessibility
Specialist out of Ability Montana. W're a center
for independent |living that serves 14 counties in
sout hwest Mbnt ana.

| just wanted to talk a little bit about
access to housing as far as actual accessibility. |
know we tal k about access a |ot as easily access by
affordability, things like that, but often |I think
soneti nes we forget about the actual physical
accessibility of apartnents.

And what we're running into are people
having to nove out of their communities of their

choi ce because there isn't enough accessi bl e housi ng
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options available in the cities that they are |iving
in. This could, you know, be adaptable units,
el evators, wheel chair accessibility.

So | would really like to encourage
t hi nki ng about how can we incentivize nore actual
physically accessible units. And sonetines we have
run into, there may be several accessible units |ike
on a ground floor, but if sonebody with a disability
isn't on a wait list right then, the | andl ords w |
rent them out to sonmebody who doesn't have a
disability which creates nore barriers to housing.

So those are just a few issues that | wanted
to bring attention to. And | appreciate this
opportunity to hear about the plan and participate.

M5. EG.l: Thank you so nmuch, Kristen, and
we W ll provide a response to your comment. Thank
you.

Is there anybody else that would like to
provide a comment at this time? For folks who are
joining us on the phone, a little rem nder that you
can press star 9 to indicate you have a coment and
star 6 to unmute and re-nmute yourself. It | ooks
li ke, Julie, you have your hand rai sed?

MS. FLYNN: Yeah. Janelle, | was just going

to ask for those fol ks who haven't provided coment,
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if you wouldn't m nd putting what organi zati on

you're with in the chat, that would be great, that
woul d hel p us know who we're getting the word out to
about this process and who we're not getting the word
out .

So if you wouldn't mnd typing in the chat
what organi zation you are with, that woul d be great.
Thanks so nuch.

M5. EG.l: That's a great, great request,
thank you. We'll wait a few nore mnutes, if
anybody has a comment that they would |like to share,
go ahead and junp in when you' re ready and heari ng
not hing we'll concl ude nonentarily.

Ckay. Final call for comment? AlIl right.
Well, we just want to say thank you once again for
everybody who took tinme out of their busy day to join
us and to provide feedback. It is very hel pful for
us to know what's happening all across the State.

Montana is a very big state and we really
couldn't have eyes everywhere, so we really rely on
each of you to help us know what the climate is and
what the needs are.

So thank you for taking the time for
provi di ng comments, those of you who provided

comments. W | ook forward to responding to your
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comments and i ncorporating theminto our planning
docunents and we'll go ahead and wrap up.

Megan and Julie, is there anything el se that
we would |ike to share today?

M5. BRACE: No. Just thank you all for
bei ng here.

M. EGLI: GCkay. Wll, thank you so much
again and have a wonderful rest of your day. Bye,
ever ybody.

(The proceedi ngs were concl uded at 2:53

p. m)
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Tuesday, August 20, 2024 1:01 PM

Egli, Janelle

Public Hearing: Draft Fair Housing Equity Plan

Public Hearing:
Draft Fair Housing Equity Plan
Sept. 10, 2024

Photo by Montana Department of Commerce

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health & Human Services
announce the Public Hearing for the Draft Fair Housing Equity Plan that is associated



with the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community
Development.

The Fair Housing Equity Plan has been developed and published after an extensive
public input process. The public is now encouraged to review the draft document [links-
2.govdelivery.com] and provide feedback.

Montana’s Equity Plan seeks to inform the Consolidated Plan, which is currently under
development, and serves the purpose of assessing Montana'’s fair housing issues and
their underlying causes, as well as setting fair housing goals. It details the State’s
analysis and its proposed strategies for achieving equity in housing, which includes
overcoming patterns of segregation and discrimination.

The Equity Plan will be submitted to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development on Sept. 30, 2024, for final review and approval as a requirement of HUD
formula grant funding for housing and community development activities that are
supported by the following programs: Community Development Block Grant, HOME
Investment Partnerships Program, Housing Trust Fund and Emergency Solutions
Grant.

For more information and to provide oral comments, the public is invited to
attend a virtual public hearing at 10 a.m. MST on Sept. 10, 2024.

Register for the public hearing

The hearing will be held on Zoom, and presentation materials will be available on
Commerce’s website [links-2.govdelivery.com] in advance. The public hearing will
provide attendees an opportunity to respond to the State’s analysis and goals. The
State will consider any comments or views provided orally during the public hearing or
in writing during the comment period.

All comments pertaining to the plan must be submitted to the address or email
below no later than 5 p.m. MST on Sept. 20, 2024.

Montana Department of Commerce
Community MT Division
Attention: Con Plan
301 S. Park Avenue
P.O. Box 200523
Helena, MT 59620-0523

docconplan@mt.gov

Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities or
persons with limited English proficiency who wish to participate in this process and
need an alternative accessible format of presentation materials or translation services.



If you require accommodation, please contact Commerce at docconplan@mt.gov no
later than 5 p.m. on Sept. 3, 2024.

El Departamento de Comercio hara adaptaciones razonables para las personas con
discapacidades o personas con domino limitado del inglés que deseen participar en
este proceso y necesiten un formato accessible alternativo de materiales de
presentacion o servicios de traduccion. Si necesita una adaptacion, communiques con
El Departamento de Comercio en DOCConPlan@mt.gov antes de las 5 p.m. del 3 de
septiembre de 2024.

Questions? Email docconplan@mt.gov

Montana Department of Commerce
301 S Park Ave, Helena, MT 59620
Contact Us 406-841-2700

commerce.mt.gov [links-2.govdelivery.com]

View as a webpage [links-2.govdelivery.com Unsubscribe [links-2.govdelivery.com

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or email address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your Subscriber
Preferences Page [links-2.govdelivery.com]. You will need to use your email address to log in.

Discover information about additional topics at Commerce. Sign up for more topics [links-2.govdelivery.com].

If you have questions or problems with the subscription service, please visit subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com [links-
2.govdelivery.com].

Montana Department of Commerce
301 S Park Ave, Helena, MT 59620
406-841-2700

This email was sent to janelle.egli@mt.gov using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: Montana Department of ﬁ
Commerce - P.O. Box 200501 - Helena, MT 59620-0501 GOVDELIVERY
[links-

2.govdelivery.com]




@ BILLINGS GAZETTE

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

Public Hearing: Tuesday, Sept.
10, 2024

The Montana Departments of
Commerce and Public Health
& Human Services announce
the Public Hearing for the Draft

Bl"lngs Gazette Fair Housing Equity Plan that is

associated wilh the Slate’s 2025.

401 N Broadyway 2020 Consolidated Plan for Housing
- dc Development,
Billings, Montana 59101 R

The Fair Housing Equity Plan has

(406) 657-1200 been developed and published after

an exiensive public input process.
The public is now encouraged to
review and provide feedback for the

State of Pennsylvania, County of Lancaster, ss: draft document, which Is avallable

on Commerce's webstte and
accessible via the QR code below.

Hayden Lipsky, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: That (s)he
is a duly authorized signatory of Column Software, PBC, duly
authorized agent of Billings Gazette, a newspaper of general
circulation published that is a "legal newspaper" as that is published

Montana's Equity Plan seeks to

daily in the City of Billings, in the County of Yellowstone, State of D T o
. serves the purpose of assessing
Montana, and has charge of the Advertisements thereof. Montana’s falr housing Issuss and

thelr underlying causes, as well
as sefting fair housing goals. It
details the Stale's analysis and iis

If this certification is for the State of Montana, | hereby certify that | proposed siralagies for achieving
equity in housing, which includes
have read sec. 18-7-204 and 18-7-205 , MCA, and subsequent overcoming pafioms of segrogation
revisions, and declare that the price or rate charged the State of e Eyily i wil ba. submited
Montana for the publication for which claim is made in printed copy ind Uroan Davelopment on Sepy
. . . . 30, 2024, for final review and
in the amount of $408.34 , is not in excess of the minimum rate approval s a requirement of HUD
charged any other advertiser for publication of advertisement, set in e Ll T o
the same size type and published for the same number of Lt Mol
insertions, further certify that this claim is correct and just in all Pragram, Housing Trust Fund, and
Emergency Solutions Grant.

respects, and that payment or credit has not been received.
For more Information and to
provide oral comments, the
public Is Invited to attend a
virtual public hearing on Zoom
at 10 a.m. MST on Tuesday, Sept.
10, 2024.

PUBLICATION DATES: August. 22 2024 Reglster for the Zoom hearing and

access presentation materials here:
commerce.mt.goviconsolidated-

NOTICE ID: funio9hJbaMONVykDXai P proiidyattardess

an opportunity o respond o the
State’s analysis and goals. The

PUBLISHER ID: COL-MT-100253 Sln \N copeden iy coTimenie
NOTICE NAME: Public Hearing: Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024 e commentyerioa. e -
Publication Fee: $40834 All comments pertaining to the

plan must be submitted 10 the
address or emall below no later
than 5 p.m. MST on Friday, Sept.

- 20, 2024.
(Signed), Montana Department of Commerce

‘Community MT Division
Aftention: Con Plan
301 S. Park Avenue

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania - Notary Seal PO. Box 200523
Nicole Burkholder, Notary Public "2'3“&,“41..5%3’32 -

VERIFICATION

Lancaster County

My commission expires March 30, 2027

State of Pennsylvania
Commission Number 1342120

County of Lancaster

08/23/202

N

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me on this:

Notary Public ) ) o )
Notarized remotely online using communication technology via |Proof.
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ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2316:30:31 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Signature Added

{"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic”, "location"=>{"page"=>1,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[66.0, 334.3]}, "witness_names"=>[],
"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}

ProofSignerWeb

71.183.247.159

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2316:28:31 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Agreed to electronic agreement for signature
{"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}
ProofSignerWeb

71.183.247.159

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2316:28:29 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Identification Verified
{3
ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2316:28:27 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Document Accessed
{"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}
ProofSignerWeb

71.183.247.159






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2316:27:13 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Document Accessed
{"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}
ProofSignerWeb

71.183.247.159

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[65.25,
160.391}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.224

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[64.49,
203.06

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.224

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[304.88,
227.891}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.224






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[218.31,
314.181}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.224

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{”angotﬁtion_type’f>”Whitebox”, "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[64.49,
335.81]

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.224

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[141.57,
693.74]}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.224

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[128.77,
693.741}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.224






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point”"=>[118.31,
693.741}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.224

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[109.01,
693.741}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.224

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[100.05,
693.74]}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.224

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[90.0,
693.74]}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.224






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[79.62,
693.741}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.224

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-23 11:49:44 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[65.94,
693.741}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.224

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-23 11:49:42 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Document Created
{3
BusinessAPI

34.96.44.224

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2316:36:58 UTC
Nicole Burkholder

notary

Digital Certificate Applied to Document
{"signature_type"=>"Digital"}
ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24







Commerce will make reasonable
accommodations for persons with
disabilities or persons with limitea
English proficlency who wish fo
participate in this process ana
need an altemative accessible
format of presentation materials or
translation services. If you require
accommodation,  please  contact
Commerece at docconplan@mt.gov no
later than 5 p.m. on Sept. 3, 2024.

El Departamenio de Comercio hara
adaptaciones razonables para !as
personas con discapacidades

personas con domino limitado ch
inglés que deseen participar en este
proceso y necesiten un formato
accessible a.‘iemathv de materiales

communiques con El Departamento de
Comerclo en DOCConPlan@mt.gov
antes de las 5 p.m. del 3 de septiembre
de 2024.

Questions? Email docconplan@ mt.gov

BCRIAL HORIRRSG
ORRORTUNITY

August 22, 2024 COL-MT-100253
MNAXLP
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Fndependent Record

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

See Proof on Next Page

Helena Independent Record
2222 N. Washington St
Helena, Montana 59602
(123) 456-7890

State of Pennsylvania, County of Lancaster, ss:

Hayden Lipsky, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: That (s)he
is a duly authorized signatory of Column Software, PBC, duly
authorized agent of Helena Independent Record, a newspaper of
general circulation published that is a "legal newspaper" as that is
published daily in the City of Helena, in the County of Lewis and
Clark, State of Montana, and has charge of the Advertisements
thereof.

If this certification is for the State of Montana, | hereby certify that |
have read sec. 18-7-204 and 18-7-205 , MCA, and subsequent
revisions, and declare that the price or rate charged the State of
Montana for the publication for which claim is made in printed copy
in the amount of $228.85 , is not in excess of the minimum rate
charged any other advertiser for publication of advertisement, set in
the same size type and published for the same number of
insertions, further certify that this claim is correct and just in all
respects, and that payment or credit has not been received.

PUBLICATION DATES: August. 20 2024
NOTICE ID: RvLgsEitzSiX06X7KQnl

PUBLISHER ID: COL-MT-200530
NOTICE NAME: Legal Ad for 9/10/24 Hearing
Publication Fee: $228.85

o #a.l;dzn, ith;

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania - Notary Seal

Nicole Burkholder, Notary Public

VERIFICATION

Lancaster County
State of Pennsylvania My commission expires March 30, 2027
County of Lancaster Commission Number 1342120

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me on this: 08/20/2024

Notary Public ) ) o )
Notarized remotely online using communication technology via |Proof.

Legal Ad for 9/10/24 Hearing - Page 1 of 2



AuditTrailVersion =11 proof.com
ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 19:11:23 UTC
PerformedByUserName Nicole Burkholder

PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

notary

Annotation Added

{"text"=>"Notarized remotely online using communication technology via Proof.”,
"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[66.0,
145.09]}, "acting_user_full_name"=>nil}

ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:11:23 UTC
Nicole Burkholder

notary

Signature Added

non

{"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic”, "location"=>{"page"=>1,
"page_type"=>"doc", ”pomt” >[66.0, 197.05]}, "witness_names"=>[],
"acting_user_full_name"=>nil}

ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:11:22 UTC
Nicole Burkholder

notary

Annotation Added

{"text"=>"08/20/2024", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[305.63, 212.59]}, "acting_user_full_name"=>nil}

ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:11:21 UTC
Nicole Burkholder

notary

Annotation Location Updated

{”annotatlon _type"=>"image", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point”"=>[168.2053391851381, 299.0590649414063]}, "acting_user_full name”->n|l}

ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:11:19 UTC
Nicole Burkholder

notary

Seal Added

{”notarlal act”=>"jurat"”, "annotation_type"=>"image", "location”"=>{"page"=>1,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[218.81, 309.18]}, "notarial_act_principals"= >["542c7fd0 -ffb6-
43b6-9076-bcc838945520"]}

ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:11:19 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Annotation Location Updated

{"annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic”, "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[99.08350579470198, 318.7967922185431]}, "acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden
Lipsky"}

ProofSignerWeb

71.183.247.159

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:11:17 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Signature Added

non

{"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>1,
"page_type"=>"doc", ”p0|nt"—>[66.0,_329.8]}, "witness_names"=>[]
"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}

ProofSignerWeb

71.183.247.159

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:04:25 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Agreed to electronic agreement for signature
{"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}
ProofSignerWeb

71.183.247.159






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:04:23 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Identification Verified
0
ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:04:21 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Document Accessed
{"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}
ProofSignerWeb

71.183.247.159

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:02:50 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Document Accessed
{"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}
ProofSignerWeb

71.183.247.159

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[65.25,
155.891}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.74






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[64.49,
198.561}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.74

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[304.88,
223.391}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.74

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[218.31,
309.68]}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.74

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[64.49,
331.311}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.74






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[141.57,
700.491}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.74

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[128.77,
700.497}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.74

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point”"=>[118.31,
700.49]}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.74

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point”"=>[109.01,
700.491}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.74






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[100.05,
700.491}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.74

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[90.0,
700.497}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.74

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:50:06 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[79.62,
700.49]}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.74

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:50:05 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[65.94,
700.497}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.74






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:50:04 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Document Created
{3
BusinessAPI

34.96.44.74

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2019:14:33 UTC
Nicole Burkholder

notary

Digital Certificate Applied to Document
{"signature_type"=>"Digital"}
ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24







Public Hearing: Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health
& Human Services announce the Public Hearing for the Draft
Fair Housing Equity Plan that is associated with the State’s
2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community
Development.

The Fair Housing Equity Plan has been developed and
published after an extensive public input process. The public is
now encouraged to review and provide feedback for the draft
document, which is available on Commerce’s website and
accessible via the QR code below.

Montana’s Equity Plan seeks to inform the Consolidated Plan,
which is currently under development and serves the purpose
of assessing Montana’s fair housing issues and their underlying
causes, as well as setting fair housing goals. It details the
State's analysis and its proposed strategies for achieving equity
in housing, which includes overcoming patterns of segregation
and discrimination.
The Equity Plan will be submitted to the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development on Sept. 30, 2024, for final
review and approval as a requirement of HUD formula grant
funding for housing and community development activities
that are supported by the following programs: Community
Development Block Grant, HOME Investment Partnerships
Program, Housing Trust Fund, and Emergency Solutions Grant.
For more information and to provide oral comments, the
public is invited to attend a virtual public hearing on Zoom
at 10 a.m. MST on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024.
Register for the Zoom hearing and access presentation
materials here; commerce.mt.gov/consolidated-plan/updates.
The public hearing will provide attendees an opportunity
to respond to the State’s analysis and goals. The State will
consider any comments or views provided orally during the
public hearing or in writing during the comment period.
All comments pertaining to the plan must be submitted to
the address or email below no later than § p.m. MST on
Friday, Sept. 20, 2024.
Montana Department of Commerce
Community MT Division
Attention: Con Plan
301 S. Park Avenue
P.O. Box 200523
Helena, MT 59620-0523

docconplan@ mt.gov
Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons
with disabilities or persons with limited English proficiency
who wish to participate in this process and need an alternative
accessible format of presentation materials or translation
services. If you require accommodation, please contact
Commerce at docconplan@mt.gov no later than 5 p.m. on Sept.
El Departamento de Comercio hara adaplaciones razonables
para las personas con discapacidades o personas con domino
limitado del inglés que deseen participar en esle proceso y
necesiten un formato accessible alternativo de materiales
de presentacion o servicios de traduccion. Si necesila una
adaptacion, communiques con El Departamento de Comercio
en DOCConPlan@mi.gov antes de las 5 p.m. del 3 de
septiembre de 2024.
Questions? Email docconplan @ mt.gov
August 20, 2024 COL-MT-200530 MNAXLP
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Missoulian

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

See Proof on Next Page

Missoulian

2291 W. Broadway
Missoula, Montana 59808
(406) 523-5200

State of Pennsylvania, County of Lancaster, ss:

Hayden Lipsky, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: That (s)he
is a duly authorized signatory of Column Software, PBC, duly
authorized agent of Missoulian, a newspaper of general circulation
published that is a "legal newspaper" as that is published daily in
the City of Missoula, in the County of Missoula, State of Montana,
and has charge of the Advertisements thereof.

If this certification is for the State of Montana, | hereby certify that |
have read sec. 18-7-204 and 18-7-205 , MCA, and subsequent
revisions, and declare that the price or rate charged the State of
Montana for the publication for which claim is made in printed copy
in the amount of $235.98 , is not in excess of the minimum rate
charged any other advertiser for publication of advertisement, set in
the same size type and published for the same number of
insertions, further certify that this claim is correct and just in all
respects, and that payment or credit has not been received.

PUBLICATION DATES: August. 20 2024
NOTICE ID: GXOuMyTHtnJ45QOguy4m

PUBLISHER ID: COL-MT-400530
NOTICE NAME: Legal Ad for 9/10/24 Hearing
Publication Fee: $235.98

— #w;dvz/ iqu,b[,

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania - Notary Seal
Nicole Burkholder, Notary Public

VERIFICATION Lancaster County
. My commission expires March 30, 2027
State of Pennsylvania Commission Number 1342120

County of Lancaster

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me on this: 08/20/2024

Notary Public . . o )
Notarized remotely online using communication technology via |Proof.

Legal Ad for 9/10/24 Hearing - Page 1 of 2



AuditTrailVersion =11 proof.com
ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 19:15:12 UTC
PerformedByUserName Nicole Burkholder

PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

notary

Annotation Added

{"text"=>"08/20/2024", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[305.63, 222.34]}, "acting_user_full_name"=>nil}

ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:15:11 UTC
Nicole Burkholder

notary

Annotation Location Updated

{"annotation_type"=>"image", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[181.4890890715843, 311.9718652911519]}, "acting_user_full name"—>ml}

ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:15:08 UTC
Nicole Burkholder

notary

Seal Added

{”notarlal act”=>"jurat"”, "annotation_type"=>"image", "location”"=>{"page"=>1,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[218.81, 318.93]}, "notarial_act_principals"=>["5b636975-a8b9-
4d69-8cb8-94016647f419"1}

ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:15:06 UTC
Nicole Burkholder

notary

Annotation Added

{"text"=>"Notarized remotely online using communication technology via Proof.”,
"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[66.0,
154.847}, "acting_user_full_name"=>nil}

ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:15:06 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Annotation Location Updated

{"annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic”, "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[98.74048013245033, 328.7684395695364]}, "acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden
Lipsky"}

ProofSignerWeb

71.183.247.159

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:15:05 UTC
Nicole Burkholder

notary

Signature Added

{"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic”, "location"=>{"page"=>1,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[66.0, 206.8]}, "witness_names"=>[],
"acting_user_full_name"=>nil}

ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:15:04 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Signature Added

non

{"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>1,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[66.0, 339.55]}, "witness_names"=>[],
"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}

ProofSignerWeb

71.183.247.159

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:14:29 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Agreed to electronic agreement for signature
{"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}
ProofSignerWeb

71.183.247.159






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:14:28 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Identification Verified
0
ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:14:26 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Document Accessed
{"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}
ProofSignerWeb

71.183.247.159

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:13:00 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Document Accessed
{"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}
ProofSignerWeb

71.183.247.159

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2016:47:54 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[65.25,
165.641}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:47:54 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[64.49,
208.31]}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:47:54 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

g’annot}eition_type”=>”Whitebox”, "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[304.88,
33.14]

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2016:47:54 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[218.31,
319.43]}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2016:47:54 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[64.49,
341.061}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:47:54 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[141.57,
698.991}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:47:54 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[128.77,
698.991}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2016:47:54 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point”"=>[118.31,
698.991}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2016:47:54 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point”"=>[109.01,
698.991}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:47:54 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[100.05,
698.991}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:47:54 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[90.0,
698.991}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2016:47:54 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[79.62,
698.991}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2016:47:54 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[65.94,
698.991}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2016:47:53 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Document Created
{3
BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:20:45 UTC
Nicole Burkholder

notary

Digital Certificate Applied to Document
{"signature_type"=>"Digital"}
ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24







Public Hearing: Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024

The Montana Deparimenis of Commerce and Public Health & Human
Services announce the Public Hearing for the Draft Fair Housin%,Equity
Plan that is associated with the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for
Housing and Community Development.

The Fair Housing Equity Plan has been developed and published after an
extensive public input process. The public is now encouraged to review
and provide feedback for the draft document, which is available on Com-
merce's website and accessible via the QR code below.

Montana’s Equity Plan seeks to inform the Consolidated Plan, which is
currently under development and serves the purpose of assessing Mon-
tana's fair housing issues and their underlying causes, as well as setting
fair housing goals. It details the State’s analysis and its proposed strate-
gies for achieving equity in housing, which includes overcoming patterns
of segregation and discrimination.
The Equity Plan will be submitted to the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development on Sept. 30, 2024, for final review and approval as
a requirement of HUD formula grant funding for housing and communi-
godevelopment activities that are supported by the following programs:
mmunity Development Block Grant, HOME Investment Partnerships
Program, Housing Trust Fund, and Emergency Solutions Grant.
For more information and to provide oral comments, the public is
invited to attend a virtual public hearing on Zoom at 10 a.m. MST on
Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024.
Register for the Zoom hearing and access presentation materials here:
commerce.mt.gov/iconsolidated-planfupdates. The gublic hearing will
provide attendees an opportunity to respond to the State's analysis and
goals. The State will consider any comments or views provided orally
during the public hearing or in writing during the comment period.
All comments pertaining to the plan must be submitted to the ad-
dress or email below no later than 5 p.m. MST on Friday, Sept. 20,

Montana Department of Commerce
Community MT Division
Attention: Con Plan
301 S. Park Avenue
P.O. Box 200523
Helena, MT 59620-0523

docconplan@mt.gov
Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with dis-
abilities or persons with limited English proficiency who wish to participate
in this pmc‘cf’gs and need an aﬂerr;r%ﬁuepamss?gflé format of p.reseméur‘;m
materials or translation services. If you require accommodation, please
mni‘ac‘f’ Commerce at docconplan@mt.gov no later than 5 p.m. on Sept.
3, 2024.
El Departamento de Comercio hara adaptaciones razonables para las
personas con discapacidades o personas con domino limitado ogﬁng!és
que deseen participar en este proceso y necesiten un formato accessible
allernativo maleriales de preseniacion o servicios de traduccion. Si
necesita una tacion, communiques con El Departamento de Comer-
cio en DOCConPlan@mt.gov antes de las 5 p.m. del 3 de septiembre
de 2024.
Questions? Email docconplan @ mt.gov
August 20, 2024 COL-MT-400530 AXLP
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MONTANA STANDARD

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

See Proof on Next Page

Montana Standard
PO Box 627

Butte, Montana 59701
(406) 496-5500

State of Pennsylvania, County of Lancaster, ss:

Hayden Lipsky, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: That (s)he
is a duly authorized signatory of Column Software, PBC, duly
authorized agent of Montana Standard, a newspaper of general
circulation published that is a "legal newspaper" as that is published
daily in the City of Butte, in the County of Silver Bow, State of
Montana, and has charge of the Advertisements thereof.

If this certification is for the State of Montana, | hereby certify that |
have read sec. 18-7-204 and 18-7-205 , MCA, and subsequent
revisions, and declare that the price or rate charged the State of
Montana for the publication for which claim is made in printed copy
in the amount of $228.85 , is not in excess of the minimum rate
charged any other advertiser for publication of advertisement, set in
the same size type and published for the same number of
insertions, further certify that this claim is correct and just in all
respects, and that payment or credit has not been received.

PUBLICATION DATES: August. 20 2024
NOTICE ID: BDnIF1GSYwY6WiV6eXoz

PUBLISHER ID: COL-MT-300208
NOTICE NAME: Legal Ad for 9/10/24 Hearing
Publication Fee: $228.85

Nayder. Zipnhy

(Signed)
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania - Notary Seal
Nicole Burkholder, Notary Public
VERIFICATION Lancaster County
My commission expires March 30, 2027
State of Pennsylvania Commission Number 1342120
County of Lancaster

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me on this: 08/20/2024

Notary Public ) . o )
Notarized remotely online using communication technology via |Proof.
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AuditTrailVersion =11 proof.com
ActionDateTime 2024-08-20 19:15:36 UTC
PerformedByUserName Hayden Lipsky

PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

customer

Signature Added

non

{"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>1,
"page_type"=>"doc", ”p0|nt"—>[66.0,_339.55]}, "witness_names"=>[],
"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}

ProofSignerWeb

71.183.247.159

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2019:15:23 UTC
Nicole Burkholder

notary

Annotation Added

{"text"=>"08/20/2024", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[305.63, 222.34]}, "acting_user_full_ name’= >nil}

ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:15:22 UTC
Nicole Burkholder

notary

Annotation Location Updated

{"annotation_type"=>"image", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[165.6751162790698, 311.9718508130451]}, "acting_user_full_name"=>nil}

ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2019:15:21 UTC
Nicole Burkholder

notary

Seal Added

{”notarlal act” >"jurat”, "annotation_type"=>"image", "location"=>{"page"=>1,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[218.81, 318.93]}, "notarial_act_principals"= >[”5b636975 -a8b9-
4d69-8cb8- 94016647f419”]}

ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:15:16 UTC
Nicole Burkholder

notary

Annotation Added

{"text"=>"Notarized remotely online using communication technology via Proof.”,
"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[66.0,
154.847%, "acting_user_full_name"=>nil}

ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:15:15 UTC
Nicole Burkholder

notary

Signature Added

{"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic”, "location"=>{"page"=>1,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[66.0, 206.8]}, "witness_names"=>[],
"acting_user_full_name"=>nil}

ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:14:29 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Agreed to electronic agreement for signature
{"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}
ProofSignerWeb

71.183.247.159

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2019:14:28 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Identification Verified
e
ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:14:26 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Document Accessed
{"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}
ProofSignerWeb

71.183.247.159

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:13:00 UTC
Hayden Lipsky

customer

Document Accessed
{"acting_user_full_name"=>"Hayden Lipsky"}
ProofSignerWeb

71.183.247.159

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:47:56 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[65.25,
165.641}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2016:47:56 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

g’gfgnotation_type”=>”Whitebox”, "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[64.49,
3113}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2016:47:56 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[304.88,
2331413}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:47:56 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{”a9nnotf}tion_type"=>”Whitebox”, "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[218.31,
319.43]

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2016:47:56 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[64.49,
341.06]}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2016:47:56 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[141.57,
698.991}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2016:47:56 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[128.77,
698.991}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:47:56 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[118.31,
698.991}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2016:47:56 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point”"=>[109.01,
698.991}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2016:47:56 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[100.05,
698.991}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2016:47:56 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[90.0,
698.991}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 16:47:56 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[79.62,
698.991}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType

ActionDescription

PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2016:47:56 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

{"annotation_type"=>"whitebox", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[65.94,
698.991}}

BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57

ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-2016:47:55 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Document Created

{3
BusinessAPI

34.96.44.57






ActionDateTime
PerformedByUserName
PerformedByUserRole
PerformedByParticipantType
ActionType
ActionDescription
PerformedBySystemName

IP Address

2024-08-20 19:20:47 UTC
Nicole Burkholder

notary

Digital Certificate Applied to Document
{"signature_type"=>"Digital"}
ProofSignerWeb

174.60.212.24







Public Hearing: Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health
& Human Services announce the Public Hearing for the Draft
Fair Housing Equity Plan that is associated with the State’s
2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community
Development.

The Fair Housing Equity Plan has been developed and
published after an extensive public input process. The public
is now encouraged to review and provide feedback for the draft
document, which is available on Commerce’'s website and
accessible via the QR code below.

Montana’s Equity Plan seeks to inform the Consolidated Plan,
which is currently under development and serves the purpose
of assessing Montana’s fair housing issues and their underlying
causes, as well as setting fair housing goals. It details the
State’s analysis and its proposed strategies for achieving equity
in housing, which includes overcoming patterns of segregation
and discrimination.
The Equity Plan will be submitted to the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development on Sept. 30, 2024, for final
review and approval as a requirement of HUD formula grant
funding for housing and community development activities
that are supported by the following programs: Community
Development Block Grant, HOME Investment Partnerships
Program, Housing Trust Fund, and Emergency Solutions Grant.
For more information and to provide oral comments, the
public is invited to attend a virtual public hearing on Zoom
at 10 a.m. MST on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024.
Register for the Zoom hearing and access presentation
materials here: commerce.mt.gov/consolidated-plan/updates.
The public hearing will provide attendees an opportunity
to respond to the State’s analysis and goals. The State will
consider any comments or views provided orally during the
public hearing or in writing during the comment period.
All comments pertaining to the plan must be submitted to
the address or email below no later than 5 p.m. MST on
Friday, Sept. 20, 2024.
Montana Department of Commerce
Community MT Division
Attention: Con Plan
301 S. Park Avenue
P.O. Box 200523
Helena, MT 59620-0523

docconplan @ mt.gov
Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons
with disabiliies or persons with limited English proficiency
who wish to participate in this process and need an alternative
accessible format of presentation materials or translation
services. If you require accommodation, please contact
Commerce at docconplan@mt.gov no later than 5 p.m. on
Sept. 3, 2024.
El Departamento de Comercio hara adaptaciones razonables
para las personas con discapacidades o personas con domino
limitado del inglés que deseen participar en esle proceso y
necesiten un formato accessible alternativo de materiales
de presentacion o servicios de traduccion. Si necesita una
adapiacion, communigues con El Departamento de Comercio
en DOCConPlan@mt.gov antes de las 5 p.m. del 3 de
septiembre de 2024.
Questions? Email docconplan @ mt.gov
August 20, 2024 COL-MT-300208 MNAXLP
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Public Hearing: Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health &
Human Services announce the Public Hearing for the Draft Fair
Housing Equity Plan that is associated with the State’s 2025-2029
Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development.
The Fair Housing Equity Plan has been developed and
published after an extensive public input process. The public is
now encouraged to review and provide feedback for the draft
document, which is available on Commerce's website and
accessible via the QR code below.

Montana’s Equity Plan seeks to inform the Consoclidated Plan,
which is currently under development and serves the purpose
of assessing Montana’s fair housing issues and their underlying
causes, as well as setting fair housing goals. It details the State’s
analysis and its proposed strategies for achieving equity in
housing, which includes overcoming patterns of segregation and
discrimination.
The Equity Plan will be submitted to the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development on Sept. 30, 2024, for final
review and approval as a requirement of HUD formula grant
funding for housing and community development activities
that are supported by the following programs: Community
Development Block Grant, HOME Investment Partnerships
Program, Housing Trust Fund, and Emergency Solutions Grant.
For more information and to provide oral comments, the
public is invited to attend a virtual public hearing on Zoom
at 10 a.m. MST on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024.
Register for the Zoom hearing and access presentation materials
here: commerce.mt.gov/consolidated-plan/updates. The public
hearing will provide attendees an opportunity to respond to the
State’s analysis and goals. The State will consider any comments
or views provided orally during the public hearing or in writing
during the comment period.
All comments pertaining to the plan must be submitted to
the address or email below no later than § p.m. MST on
Friday, Sept. 20, 2024.
Montana Department of Commerce
Community MT Division
Attention: Con Plan
301 S. Park Avenue
P.O. Box 200523
Helena, MT 59620-0523

docconplan @mt.gov
Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons
with disabilities or persons with limited English proficiency
who wish to participate in this process and need an alternative
accessible formal of presentation materials or {translation
services. If you ret,u.ﬂ're accommodation, please contact
Commerce at docconplan@mt.gov no later than 5 p.m. on Sept.
3, 2024.
El Departamento de Comercio hara adaptaciones razonables
para las personas con discapacidades o personas con domino
limitado del inglés que deseen participar en este proceso y
necesiten un formato accessible alternativo de materiales
de presentacion o servicios de traduccion. Si necesita una
adapitacion, communiques con El Departamento de Comercio en
DOCConPlan@mt.gov anies de las 5 p.m. del 3 de sepliembre
de 2024.
Questions? Email docconplan@ mt.gov
August 20, 2024 COL-MT-500112 MNAXLP
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MONTANA

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Public Hearing: Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health & Human
Services announce the Public Hearing for the Draft Fair Housing Equity
Plan that is associated with the State's 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for
Housing and Community Development.

The Fair Housing Equity Plan has been developed and published after an
extensive public input process. The public is now encouraged to review and
provide feedback for the draft document, which is available on Commerce’s
website and accessible via the QR code below.

ks |I |
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Montana’s Equity Plan seeks to inform the Consolidated Plan, which

is currently under development, and serves the purpose of assessing
Montana's fair housing issues and their underlying causes, as well as
setting fair housing goals. It details the State's analysis and its proposed
strategies for achieving equity in housing, which includes overcoming
patterns of segregation and discrimination.

The Equity Plan will be submitted to the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development on Sept. 30, 2024, for final review and approval as
a requirement of HUD formula grant funding for housing and community
development activities that are supported by the following programs:
Community Development Block Grant, HOME Investment Partnerships
Program, Housing Trust Fund, and Emergency Solutions Grant.

For more information and to provide oral comments, the public is
invited to attend a virtual public hearing on Zoom at 10 a.m. MST on
Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024.

Register for the Zoom hearing and access presentation materials here:
commerce.mt.qov/consolidated-plan/updates. The public hearing will
provide attendees an opportunity to respond to the State’s analysis and
goals. The State will consider any comments or views provided orally
during the public hearing or in writing during the comment period.

All comments pertaining to the plan must be submitted to the address
or email below no later than 5 p.m. MST on Friday, Sept. 20, 2024.

Montana Department of Commerce
Community MT Division
Attention: Con Plan
301 S. Park Avenue
P.0. Box 200523
Helena, MT 59620-0523
docconplan@mt.gov

Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with
disabilities or persons with limited English proficiency who wish to
participate in this process and need an alternative accessible format

of presentation materials or translation services. If you require
accommodation, please contact Commerce at docconplan@mt.gov no later
than 5 p.m. on Sept. 3, 2024.

El Departamento de Comercio hard adaptaciones razonables para las
personas con discapacidades o personas con domino limitado del inglés
que deseen participar en este proceso y necesiten un formato accessible
alternativo de materiales de presentacion o servicios de traduccion. Si
necesita una adaptacion, communiques con El Departamento de Comercio
en DOCConPlan@mt.gov antes de las 5 p.m. del 3 de septiembre de 2024.

Questions? Email docconplan@mt.gov

EQUAL HOUSING
1AT-41 0080 189 OPPORTUNITY




Montana’s Draft Fair Housing Equity Plan
Associated with the 2025-2029
Consolidated Plan

Public Hearing
September 10, 2024
10:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m.



The Department of Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with
disabilities or persons with limited English proficiency who wish to participate in this
process and need an alternative accessible format of the presentation materials or

translation services.

El Departamento de Comercio hara adaptaciones razonables para las personas con
discapacidades o personas con domino limitado del inglés que deseen participar en este
proceso y necesiten un formato accessible alternativo de materiales de presentacion o
servicios de traduccion.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Statewide Planning

The State of Montana, through the Departments of
Commerce and Public Health & Human Services, is
developing a 5-year plan to guide policy and investment
for housing, economic, and other community

- development projects.

This 5-year plan, also known as the “Consolidated
Plan for Housing and Community Development,” is
required by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development to assess Montana’s needs and current
conditions, as well as to determine priorities and
allocate HUD funding. ﬁ



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Statewide Planning

In conjunction with the Consolidated Plan, Montana
has developed an Equity Plan to affirmatively
furthering fair housing.




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan

- Equity Plan for Affirmatively Furthering Fair
Housing

* Under a HUD Proposed Rule, Montana will develop an
Equity Plan every five years that will serve the purpose
of assessing fair housing issues and their underlying
causes, as well as setting fair housing goals and
outllnlng strategies for achieving equity in housing,
Increasing access to community assets, and
broadening economic opportunities

- The mandate to affirmatively further fair housing
requires proactive and meaningful action to overcome
patterns of segregation, promote fair housing choice,
eliminate disparities in opportunities, and foster
inclusive communities free from discrimination



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Public Participation

* Focus groups
* Public hearings
* Surveys

* Housing and Community Needs
 Fair Housing

* Documents
* Formal reviews with public comment periods

See website for current information.
commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates



https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates

2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Objectives

* The objectives of Montana's Consolidated Plan
include:

* Provide decent housing
* Provide a suitable living environment
» Expand economic opportunities




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan

Goals

* The goals of Montana’s current Consolidated
Plan are:

* Goal 1 — Preserve and Construct Affordable
Housing

* Goal 2 — Plan for Communities

* Goal 3 — Improve and Sustain Public
Infrastructure

» Goal 4 — Revitalize Local Economies

* Goal 5 — Reduce Homelessness




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Programs

« Community Development Block Grant

* Housing (Rental Development / Single Family Rehabilitation),
Public and Community Facilities, Economic Development,
Planning

-  HOME Investment Partnerships Program

- Rental Development / Single Family Development / Rental,
Rehabilitation, Homebuyer Assistance

* Housing Trust Fund
* Rental Development / Rental Rehabilitation

- Emergency Solutions Grant
 Street Outreach / Emergency Shelter / Homelessness

Prevention / Rapid Re-housing I;Q
=)



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Planning Process

* Analyze quantitative and qualitative data
regarding need

- Engage the public, agencies, and
stakeholders to get input about need

* |dentify priority needs

* Develop a strategy in response to identified
needs

* Direct funding to strategies




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Documents

* Five-Year Consolidated Plan for Housing and
Community Development

» Consolidated Plans are strategic plans prepared every five years
that guide housing and community investments

-- Annual Action Plan

* AAPs are prepared each year of the Consolidated Plan and
outline specific activities, goals, and objectives for the given
program year

 Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation
Report

« CAPERSs are annual reports that detail use of funds and progress
towards meeting goals and objectives for AAPs



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development

Under HUD'’s Proposed Rule, the State will
oversee a more streamlined analysis of fair
housing compared to what was required under the
2015 Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Rule.
Furthermore, the State will oversee a more robust
community engagement effort to identify fair
housing needs and opportunities.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

* At least three public hearings will be held before the Equity
Plan is submitted to HUD.

« Two hearings before the publication of the Equity Plan to provide the

public opportunity to identify fair housing needs and inform fair
housing strategies.

- » First hearing was April 3, 2024, and the second hearing was June 20, 2024

* One hearing after the publication of the Equity Plan to provide the
public opportunity to comment on the published plan document
(today, Sept. 10, 2024).

 As part of its outreach efforts, the State gathered data to

inform Equity Plan development via the Montana Fair Housing
Survey.

* Opened May 1, 2024; closed May 31, 2024.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

* Fair Housing Analysis
* Demographics
« Segregation and integration
« Racially or ethnically concentrated areas of poverty
* Access to community assets
» Access to affordable housing opportunities
* Access to homeownership and economic opportunity
* Local and state policies and practices impacting fair housing

* Fair Housing Issues
* ldentify issues with data and local knowledge
* Prioritize issues based on data collected and public input

» Fair Housing Strategies and Goals
+ Commit to taking responsive actions to address fair housing issues




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd
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2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Data - Demographics

1990 Trend 2000 Trend 2010 Trend 2020
Race/Ethnicity # % # % # % # %
- White 556,529 91.4% 618,450 89.2% 666,393 87.8% 657,407 83.3%
Black 1,103 0.2% 2,275 0.3% 4179 0.6% 2,648 0.3%

Hispanic 7,969 1.3% 11,912 1.7% 19,169 2.5% 28,565 3.6%
Asian or Pacific Islander 2,432 0.4% 4 558 0.7% 7,104 0.9% 5,371 0.7%
Native American 40,296 6.6% 54,443 7.9% 61,823 8.1% 53,132

Data Source: AFFH, Census, ACS Non-Entitlement Areas of Montana




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Data - Demographics

Disability Rate
Age 2022

Under 5 years 0.9%

- 5 to 17 years 5.7%
18 to 34 years 8.4%

35 to 64 years 13.3%
65 to 74 years 25.0%
75 years and over 45.9%

Data Source: 2015 and 2022 5-Year ACS State of Montana




Dissimilarity Index

Low Segregation

Moderate Segregation

High Segregation

2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Data - Segregation
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2025-2029 Consolidated Plan

Equity Plan Development (cont'd)
Data — R/IECAPs

Racially/Ethnically Concentrated Areas of Poverty



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan

Equity Plan Development (cont'd)
Data — R/ECAPs
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2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Data — Access to Opportunities

Access to Opportunity
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2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Data — Access to Affordable Housing




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Data — Access to Affordable Housing

Cost Burdens

Montana Renter
Cost Burden 19.6%
Severe Cost Burden 18.7%
Total 38.3%

Data Source: 2022 5-Year ACS State of Montana




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Data — Access to Homeownership

Mortgage Denial Rates by Race
Race or Ethnicity

American Indian or Alaska Native

Asian

Black or African American

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

White

Two or More Races

Not Available

Total

Data Source: HMDA Data

2018
23.6%
13.7%
16.5%

11.8%

13.3%
21.4%

7.8%
12.4%

2019
23.0%
15.4%
24.0%

16.0%
12.0%
23.8%

6.8%
11.2%

2020
17.5%
14.1%

14.9%
26.8%
9.2%
13.6%

7.0%
8.9%

2021 2022
16.7% 26.1%
9.8% 16.8%
15.8% 22.3%

6.7% 26.2%
9.7% 13.6%
12.8% 42.1%

7.8% 10.2%
9.4% 13.1%

State of Montana




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Data — Access to Economic Opportunities

Poverty by Race and Ethnicity

Race and Ethnicity % in poverty
White 10.7%
Black or African American 17.1%
American Indian and Alaska Native 35.1%
Asian 12.9%
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 4.5%
Some other race 17.0%
Two or more races 15.0%

Hispanic or Latino origin (of any race) 17.0%
Data Source: 2022 5-Year ACS State of Montana

Poverty by Disability Status
Disability Status % in poverty
With any disability 19.1%
No disability 11.3%

Data Source: 2022 5-Year ACS State of Montana




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Survey

Are you aware of any policies to promote affordable
housing development in your community?

Are you aware of fair housing laws in Montana?

mYes No = Somewhat
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2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Fair Housing Issues

Issue 1:

Barriers for American Indian Households to Access Housing and
Community Assets

1.1: Disproportionately Less Access to Mortgages for American Indian Applicants
1.2: Disproportionately Higher Rates of Poverty for American Indians
1.3: Lower Levels of Access to Community Assets for American Indians

1.4: RIECAPs Occur in Communities with American Indian Poverty

Issue 2:
Barriers for Low-Income Households to Access Housing

« 2.1: Higher Rates of Cost Burden for Low-Income Households

Issue 3:
Barriers for Renter Households to Access Housing

« 3.1: Renter Households Face Higher Rates of Cost Burdens Statewide



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Fair Housing Issues

Issue 4:
Barriers for Seniors and Households with Disabilities to Access
Housing

* 4.1 Senior Households and Households with Disabilities Face Increased Levels of Housing Need
Statewide

Issue 5:

Barriers to Providing Adequate Community Support
« 5.1: Lack of Resources

« 5.2: Lack of Federal-Level Data

« 5.3: Lack of Fair Housing Knowledge

* 5.4: Institutional Barriers

« b5.5: State and Local Barriers



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Fair Housing Goals

Goal 1:
Expand Fair Housing Outreach and Education

Issues: 5.3 Lack of Fair Housing Knowledge, 5.5 State and Local Barriers

Metrics and Milestones:
« Distribute the Fair Housing Equity Plan to stakeholders strategically and broadly

+ Partner with Montana Fair Housing to distribute and, if needed, collaborate to develop educational
materials about fair housing rights and resources

« Share the Fair Housing Equity Plan with stakeholders, including advocates and legislators, during
the 2025 Legislative Session



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Fair Housing Goals

Goal 2:
Increase Fair Housing Coordination

Applicants, 1.2: Disproportionately Higher Rates of Poverty for American Indians, 1.3:
Lower Levels of Access to Community Assets for American Indians, 1.4: R/IECAPs
Occur in Communities with American Indian Poverty, 2.1: Higher Rates of Cost Burden
for Low-Income Households, 3.1: Renter Households Face Higher Rates of Cost
Burdens Statewide, 4.1: Senior Households and Households with Disabilities Face
Increased Levels of Housing Need Statewide, 5.1: Lack of Resources, 5.4: Institutional
Barriers, 5.5: State and Local Barriers

- Issues: 1.1: Disproportionately Less Access to Mortgages for American Indian

Metrics and Milestones:

Convene an interagency work group to assess equity needs and opportunities across the state;
examine poverty strategy and identify underutilized or new resources for housing and community

: development

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Fair Housing Goals

Goal 3:
Reduce Barriers for Native American Households and

Communities

- Issues: 1.1: Disproportionately Less Access to Mortgages for American Indian Applicants,
1.4: RIECAPs Occur in Communities with American Indian Poverty, 5.2 Lack of Federal-

Level Data

Metrics and Milestones:
« Continue to partner with NeighborWorks Montana to support homebuyer education
* Continue to participate in the Montana Native Homeownership Coalition
Provide targeted technical assistance to service providers and developers in R/ECAPs

« Continue to call attention to existing information gaps at the federal level and continue to engage
with federal partners to share new resources as they become available

)

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Fair Housing Goals

Goal 4:
Support Housing and Community Development for Priority
Areas and Populations

Issues: 1.3: Lower Levels of Access to Community Assets for American Indians, 1.4:
R/ECAPs Occur in Communities with American Indian Poverty, 4.1: Senior Households
and Households with Disabilities Face Increased Levels of Housing Need Statewide

Metrics and Milestones:

* Prioritize funding for housing and community development that benefits disproportionately impacted
or otherwise underserved populations and serves areas that are under-resourced or have high rates
of poverty



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Fair Housing Goals

Goal 5:
Build the Capacity of Partners and Developers of Housing
and Community Assets

Issues: 5.1: Lack of Resources, 5.4 Institutional Barriers, 5.5: State and Local Barriers

Metrics and Milestones:
« Create toolkits in support of housing and community development projects
« Continue to provide support broadly via the Community Technical Assistance Program



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Fair Housing Goals

Goal 6:
Carryout Governor’s Housing Task Force Recommendations

Issues: 5.5: State and Local Barriers

Metrics and Milestones:

« Continue to engage with the Governor’'s Housing Task Force and assist to carryout recommendations
to increase the supply of affordable and attainable housing for Montanans



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Adoption and Evaluation

* Once finalized, the Equity Plan will be submitted to HUD. Upon
receipt, HUD will publish the plan and make it available for a
60-day public review period.

« After HUD accepts Montana’s Equity Plan, it will be published on
- Commerce’s website, and its fair housing goals and strategies will
be incorporated into the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan and
associated Annual Action Plans.

* Progress evaluations for the Equity Plan will be required
annually after the Equity Plan is adopted.

- Before submitting its Annual Progress Evaluations for the Equity
Plan to HUD, the State will make available to interested parties
the proposed evaluation for a comment period of no less than 15
calendar days.




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Document Review, Engagement

* Once drafted, Equity Plan and Consolidated Plan
documents will be available:

* On Commerce’s website at

» Several repositories throughout the state (see website for

- list)
* By request

- All interested parties are encouraged to review
gubllshed documents and to participate in the

tate’s public meetings. For information about

upcoming meetings and comment periods, visit

and/or subscribe to Commerce’s Consolidated
Plan email listserv.


https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan
https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates

2025-2029 Consolidated and
Equity Plan
Commerce Contact Information

Montana Department of Commerce
301 S Park Ave Helena, MT 59601
PO Box 200523 Helena, MT 59620-0523

Division Administrators:  Galen Steffens, Cheryl Cohen

CDBG Coordinator: Rosie Goldich

Program Specialist: Janelle Egli

Phone: 406-841-2770

Fax: 406-841-2771

Email: docconplan@mt.qov

Website: commerce.mt.qgov/Consolidated-Plan

Montana Relay 711:
https://dphhs.mt.qov/detd/mtap/traditionalrelayservice



mailto:DOCConPlan@mt.gov
https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan
https://dphhs.mt.gov/detd/mtap/traditionalrelayservice

2025-2029 Consolidated and
Equity Plan
DPHHS Contact Information

DPHHS
1400 Carter Drive Helena, MT 59601
PO Box 202956 Helena, MT 59620-2956

Administrator: Chappell Smith
Bureau Chief: Sara Loewen
Phone: 406-447-4265

Fax: 406-447-4287
Website: www.dphhs.mt.qov

Montana Relay 711:
https://dphhs.mt.qgov/detd/mtap/traditionalrelayservice



https://www.dphhs.mt.gov/
https://dphhs.mt.gov/detd/mtap/traditionalrelayservice

2024 Equity Plan
We Need Your Feedback!

Comments regarding the 2024 Equity Plan for affirmatively furthering fair housing are
now being accepted.

If you have a comment and are joining via webinar, please raise your hand so
we can unmute you. If you are joining via phone, please press *9 to indicate you
have a comment and then press *6 to unmute/re-mute yourself.

When providing comment
* Please state and spell your name
* Please state the organization you represent (if applicable)

Written comments should be sent to the address or email below and will be accepted
until 5 p.m. MST on Sept. 20, 2024.

Montana Department of Commerce
Community MT Division

Attn: Con Plan

PO Box 200523

Helena, MT 59620-0523 ﬁ


mailto:docconplan@mt.gov

In The Matter Of:
Montana Department of Commerce
Draft Housing Equity Plan

Transcript of Proceedings via Zoom
September 10, 2024

Lesofski Court Reporting, Inc.
7 West Sxth Avenue, Suite 2C
Helena, MT 59601
406-443-2010




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

MONTANA DRAFT HOUSI NG EQUI TY PLAN

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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Transcript of Proceedings viaZoom

The foll ow ng proceedi ngs were had and

testi nony taken:

MS. EGlI: So, thank you, everybody who's
joining us today. Wl cone to our public hearing
regardi ng Montana's draft housing equity plan, which
is associated with the 2025-2029 consolidated pl an
for housing and community devel opnment. W' re
excited that you're joining us today and engaging in
this process. And actually, | just renmenbered
sonething. Gve ne one nonent. | need to press
record on our hearing today so that we have this
archived. So record -- okay. Thank you.

So wel conme to our hearing. W'Il go ahead and
begi n.

MS. BRACE: Thank you, everybody, for being
here today. M nane is Megan Brace and | am a
seni or advisor wth comunity and policy advi sors.

" mworking with the Montana Departnent of Commerce
and the Montana Departnent of Public Health and
Human Services in creating this fair housing equity
plan. So what we're going to do today is we're

going to tal k about this plan that we've drafted and
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Transcript of Proceedings viaZoom

then coll ect any comments that you m ght have.

Next slide, please, Janelle.

If there were requests for reasonable
accommodat i ons, the Departnent of Commerce does mnmake
reasonable efforts to neet those.

Next slide, please.

So every five years the Departnent of Conmerce
is required to do a nunber of activities and
pl anni ng docunents in order to neet HUD s
requi rements to receive HUD funds, so we'll talk
about what those are and we'll also talk a little
about the consolidated plan and what that is. But
our overarching goal today is tal king about that
equity plan.

Wiat the consolidated plan is is a plan every
five years that hel ps to determ ne the housing and
communi ty devel opnent needs in the state and how t he
state is going to address those needs over the
course of five years.

Next slide, please.

In conjunction with that, every five years
there's a fair housing planning effort. This year
the State is undertaking the fair housing equity
plan, and we're going to talk a | ot about what that

means today.
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Transcript of Proceedings viaZoom

Next slide, please.

So under the proposed rule for the fair housing
equity plan -- this plan, again, is every five years
and it | ooks at access to housing. It also |ooks at
access to various other opportunities and econom c
opportunities as well. And what is really does is
hel ps us understand if there's any barriers to
accessi ng housi ng or other these opportunities and
then how the State can help mtigate those barriers
and how we can pronote nore equitable access to
housi ng t hroughout the state for all popul ati ons
wthin the state.

Next slide, please.

So throughout this process we've done quite a
bit of public participation. | know sone -- |I'm
seeing sone fam liar nanes on here. | know we've
had sonme of you join us before. As we go through
this presentation sone of this informati on m ght be
repeats for sonme of you, but we al so want to nake
sure that any new people joining us have this
information as well. But we al so have new
informati on for those who have joi ned us before.

But during this process we've had a nunber of
focus groups. W've had a nunber of public

hearings. W have had two different surveys: The
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Transcript of Proceedings viaZoom

housi ng and community devel opment survey that went
out that was nore focused on the consolidated pl an,
and then we al so had the fair housing survey that
was out in May. And I'll share sone of those
results today. W also have a nunber of docunents
wth fornmer review process and conment periods that
we'll tal k about what those are as well.

Next slide, please.

So this consolidated plan that this equity pl an
is linked to, the current objectives for the
consol idated plan are to provi de decent housi ng,
provi de suitable living environnents, and to expand
econom c opportunities. The State is undertaking an
overview of the consolidated plan at this point as
well, so we're | ooking at these objectives and the
goal s that are on next slide.

Next slide, please.

So the goals for the current consolidated plan
are to preserve and construct affordabl e housing, to
plan for comunities, to inprove and sustain public
infrastructure, revitalize | ocal econonies, and
reduce honel essness. And these, again, are the
goals that we're | ooking at during this consoli dated
pl anni ng process -- if these are goals that we're

going to continue to undertake or if we're going to
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change them and how we're going to fund these goal s
over the next five years.

Next slide, please.

So when we're tal king about HUD funding, we're
tal ki ng about four different types of funds. W're
tal ki ng about the Community Devel opnent and Bl ock
Grant, or CDBG funds. This is the broadest funding
source that's provided under this -- these
categories. |It's available for housing, it's
avai l able for public facilities, public services,
pl anni ng, econoni c devel opnent. There's a very
| arge swath of different fundi ng opportunities under
CDBG

We al so have Hone | nvestnent Partnership, or
Honme funds. This is really directed towards
housing. It can be for rental or honmeowner housi ng.
It can be for new construction or rehabilitation,
also things |i ke home buyer assistance.

The ot her funding source that's available to the
State is the Federal Housing Trust Fund, and this is
very simlar to the HOVE funding, but it's targeted
specifically to extrenely | ow i ncone househol ds.

And then the last funding source we're talking
about is the energency solutions grant, or ESG  And

this is targeted toward househol ds that are
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experiencing or at risk of honel essness. And
there's a variety of things that can be funded --
honel essness preventi on and rapid rehousi ng.

Next slide, please.

Thr oughout the consolidated plan process we're
doing a nunber of activities and efforts to coll ect
data and identify those needs, so we're | ooking at
quantitative and qualitative data. W're | ook at
trends throughout the state, what's happeni ng.

W're also talking to the public, we're talking to
vari ous agenci es and stakehol ders to get input. And
once we collect all that information, we're then
identifying priority needs and a strategy to respond
to those needs.

And then the last part of that is directing that
fundi ng that we just tal ked about to those
strategi es to address those needs over the course of
five years.

Next slide, please.

So once we cone out of this process for the
consol i dated plan we cone out with different
docunents throughout the cycle. So, again, every
five years we have this consolidated plan docunent
that gives us our goals for five years. Each year

fromthat first year we have an annual action plan,
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and this really specifies activities and actions
that wll be undertaken each year to address those
| ar ger goal s.

After that, at the close of each year, we have a
consol i dat ed annual perfornmance and eval uati on
report, or the CAPER And what this does is it
| ooks back on the previous programyear and it lets
us deci de what changes we want to make, how wel |
we' re succeedi ng at neeting those goals, and what
steps we can take to continue to neet those goal s
over the remaining part of the consolidated pl an.

Next slide, please.

So as | nentioned in the beginning, in
conjunction with this consolidated plan we're
creating this equity plan, and this is really chance
for us to | ook at housing in the state and how
househol ds are abl e access to housing and if it's
equitable for all groups within the state. This is
done every five years, roughly. And we are
conducting this, you know, at the sane tinme as the
consol idated plan so that it can help informthe
deci sions that are made in the consolidated pl anning
peri od.

Next slide, please.

So during this process we have a nunber -- a set




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

Transcript of Proceedings viaZoom

nunber of public input processes that we need to do,
and that includes at |east three public hearings.
We had two public hearings earlier this year, and
then this is our third public hearing. And this
heari ng has taken place after we' ve published the
pl an docunent. | hope that you' ve all had a chance
to look at that. It's on the Departnent of
Commerce's website. W also, again, have that fair
housi ng survey, and that was open from May 1st to
May 31st of this year.

Next slide, please.

Thr oughout this equity plan devel opnent we have
had the process of anal yzing of various nunber of
I ssues to hel p us understand what issues are wthin
the state. Excuse ne. Various nunber of categories
to understand what issues are within the state. So
we' re | ooki ng at denographics. W're | ooking at
segregation and integration. W're | ooking at
racially and ethnically concentrated areas of
poverty. |'ll explain what that is. W're | ooking
to access to comunity assets, access to affordable
housi ng, access to honeownershi p and econoni c
opportunities, and then also at | ocal and state
policies that inpact fair housing. Once we've

| ooked at all these different categories -- we've
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10

had that public input, we've had that input from our
st akehol ders, we are identifying fair housing
issues. And at least are anything that may limt
access to housing or limt access to these other
opportunities in the state.

Once we've identified those i ssues, we have
devel oped a set of strategies and goals -- and we're
going to tal k about what those are today -- to help
us take responsive actions to address the issues
t hat have been identifi ed.

Next slide, please.

So we're going to tal k about sone of the data
we' ve col |l ected, sone of the findings that we' ve
had, and what that neans for the state, what that
means for this fair housing process. So I just want
to show you a map as we begin. You know, we're
tal ki ng about the state as a whole and all that that
includes. We're tal king about the Anerican | ndi an
tribal lands within the state. W're tal king about
all the counties and all the populations within the
st at e.

So next slide, please.

| just want to take a minute to go over sone of
t he denopgraphics in the state. Racially and

ethnically, the state is, you know, primarily white,
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but we are seeing -- you know, there are racial and
ethnic mnorities, and sone of those are increasing.
The Native Anerican popul ation is about 6.7 percent.
The Hi spani c popul ati on has grown over the past
coupl e of decades. So we are seeing increasing
diversity in terns of race and ethnicity in the
state as the population in Montana is currently

gr ow ng.

Next slide, please.

W're al so looking at disability. So
popul ations with disabilities have additional issues
when accessi ng housi ng; potentially needing
accessi bl e housing or other accommobdati ons. So when
we're |looking at the rate of disability, we're
seei ng, you know, the ol der popul ati ons have nuch
hi gher rates of disability. You know, 45 percent of
t hose 75 or ol der have at | east one form of
disability.

It should al so be noted that we're seei ng an
agi ng population in Montana. The percentage of
peopl e over the age of 65 is the fastest grow ng
popul ati on. So what does that nean in terns of
abscessi ng housing for those popul ati ons when we're
| ooki ng at those who are seniors and those wth

disabilities, and how is that being -- how are these
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popul ati ons accessing housing in the state.

Next slide, please.

So I"'mgoing to take a few m nutes and talk
about sone of these very defined HUD neasures of
accessi ng housi ng, fair housing, and accessing
opportunities. One of these neasures that HUD
defines is segregation, and this is in the form of
the dissimlarity index. Howthis is found is
t hrough a nmat hemati cal fornula that HUD gi ves us
that we can | ook at physical geographic area and if
one racial of ethnic group is concentrated in areas
versus the white popul ati on.

So we are seeing -- you know, there's four
different bars here, 1990 all the way up to the
current trend. The npbst significant segregation
that we're seeing is between white and nonwhite
popul ati on. Now, as you can see here, the other
categories are only, you know, black and white,

Hi spanic and white, and Asian/Pacific |slander and
white, which doesn't capture a |lot of, you know, the
primary racial and ethnic mnority in Montana, which
is that Anmerican |Indian population. So when we're
seeing that white and nonwhite rates of segregation,
we're really | ooking at higher rates of segregation

for the American |Indian population, and we'll talk
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about that in a mnute when we | ook at a nmap as
wel | .

But in the current rates we're seeing noderate
| evel s of segregation for the white to nonwhite
segregation currently.

Next slide, please.

So when we're tal king about, you know,
segregati on and higher rates of racial and ethnic
what we're also looking at is if any of these areas
t hat have these higher rates of racial or ethnic
mnorities are also experiencing higher rates of
poverty. Ad if they are, then they are consi dered
racially or ethnically concentrated areas of
poverty. And what this neans for -- you know, in
terns of the math of it, is if there's at |east a
40 percent poverty rate in that area and at | east 50
percent nonwhite racial or ethnic mnority, it's
considered to be racially or ethnically concentrated
area of poverty, or a RRECAP. And what we really
look at in this areas is if there's need for
addi ti onal supports to help equitable access to
housi ng or opportunities that we'll talk about in a
m nut e.

So in Montana we have four different counties

that is these RRECAPs. These also align with areas
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wth higher rates of Anerican Indian/Native Anerican
popul ati ons.

Next slide, please.

As you can see in this map as well. So these
areas that we just saw with the pink outlines, those
are racially or ethnically concentrated areas of
poverty, and these also overlay wth those areas
t hat have the highest rate of Anerican |Indian/ Native
Aneri can households. So we're |ooking at these not
only, you know, with these areas with these hi gher
rates of mnority popul ations, but also the fact
that they are experiencing poverty at a nuch higher
rate than the general popul ation as well.

Next slide, please.

Anot her part of this is that we' re | ooking at
access to opportunity. And what that neans is a
variety of different neasures of how physi cal
| ocati ons access opportunity. So this can be | ow
poverty areas, this can be proficient schools,
access to jobs and access to transportation, as well
as access to environnental health. And what we
really | ook at when we're | ooking at these nunbers
is any disparities by racial or ethnic group to
the -- you know, the average that we're seeing

across the state as a whol e. So when we | ook at
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sonething |ike environnental health, everybody in
Montana is, by race and ethnicity, pretty equally
situated to access a high | evel of environnental
health. But when we're | ooking at sone of these
ot her neasures -- if we're | ooking at schoo
proficiency or | abor market engagenent -- we're
seeing that Native Anerican popul ati ons have nuch
| ower | evel of access to these opportunities based
on their geographic location within the state.

Next slide, please.

What we're also | ooking at is access to housing,
if it's affordable to people and at what rate people
are experiencing cost burdens and housi ng probl ens.
So when -- I'mgoing to tal k about cost burdens for
this slide and the next one as well, and to define a
cost burden, it neans that your household is
spendi ng nore than 30 percent of your income on
housing. And if you have a severe cost burden,
you' re spending nore than 50 percent of your incone
on housing. In this map we're show ng housi ng
probl ems overall, which include those cost burdens
and al so i nclude overcrowdi ng, inconplete plunbing
fixtures or inconplete kitchen fixtures. The
darkest green areas are the highest rate of any

househol ds experi enci ng those problens. But
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primarily we're really tal king about cost burdens
because those are experienced at nuch hi gher rates.

I woul d encourage you, if you haven't, to | ook
at the equity plan itself because we do break down
the rate of cost burden, excuse me, by county. So
you can | ook at the percentage of househol ds in your
county that are experiencing cost burdens and severe
cost burdens. But this gives us a good | ook at
where in the state we're seeing those highest rates
of issues the for househol ds.

Next slide, please.

We al so have rates of cost burdens that vary by
renter and owner households. Renter househol ds,
over 38 percent of them experience either a cost
burden or a severe cost burden. Over 20 percent of
owner househol ds experience that as well. So we're
really, you know, focused on renters with severe
cost burdens. 18 percent of household -- renter
households 1 n the state are experiencing those
severe cost burdens, so they're spending nore than
50 percent of their household i ncone on housi ng.

Next slide, please.

We're al so | ooking at access to honmeownership
and how nost househol ds access honmeownership is

through a nortgage. So we | ook at the nortgage
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deni al rates overall and we | ook at that also how it

just conpares by race and ethnicity. In 2022 about
13.1 percent of nortgages were denied. | do want to
note, first of all, that this cones fromthe Hone

Mort gage Di sclosure Act data, and then the data that
we're pulling here is only for owner-occupi ed
housing and primary residences. So this doesn't

i ncl ude, you know, second hones or vacation hones or
i f people are buying houses to then rent out. So
13.1 percent of that population is having their
nor t gage deni ed. But when we | ook by race and
ethnicity, various racial and ethnic groups
experience this at a higher rate. Native Hawaii an
and other Pacific Islanders, it's a 26 percent in
2022. Two or nobre races at 42 percent, but that was
a very small pocket of population, and in past years
that's been, you know, a much |lower rate. But what
we are seeing, again, is with American |Indian or

Al askan Native househol ds, that the rate is al nost
doubl e, the denial rate for the statew de average
each year. So in 2022 it's over 26 percent versus
the 13 percent for the total. And again, in 2021 it
was at 16 percent versus the nine percent. So
that's sonething that we're | ooking at as an

additional barrier for these racial and ethnic
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m nority households and if there's disparity in
accessi ng nortgages to access honeowner shi p.

Next slide, please.

So when we're tal ki ng about accessi ng housi ng,
we' re tal king about accessing opportunities, we al so
need to | ook at incones. And, you know, this is
just one neasure -- we're also | ooking at nedi an
i ncone -- but the rate of poverty throughout the
state and what that is. So overall the rate of
poverty was about 12 percent in 2022. But by race
and ethnicity, this varies widely. Again, Anerican
| ndi an and Al aska Native househol ds, the rate of
poverty was over 35 percent. And for Hi spanic or
Lati no households, it was at 17 percent. So we are
seeing disparities by race and ethnicity within the
state in rates of poverty.

W al so see disparities in rates of poverty for
households with disabilities. Househol ds w thout
any disabilities, the rate of poverty is about --
but a household that has a disability, it's about
19.1 percent. So, again, how these househol ds are
accessi ng housi ng and opportunities, including the
econom ¢ opportunities needed to access things |ike
housi ng.

Next slide, please.
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So as | nentioned earlier, we had the fair
housi ng survey that was out during May, and we got
sone good results fromthat. | just wanted to share

a couple quickly. W asked respondents if they were
aware of fair housing laws in Montana. W got a
little less than half that said they were. Around a
quarter, less than a quarter, that said no. And

t hen sonmewhat -- so, you know, it's -- we'd like to
see nore people in Montana that are aware of fair
housi ng | aws, but those nunbers aren't too bad.

We al so asked if you're aware of any policies to
pronot e affordabl e housi ng devel opnent in your
communities. So we had, you know, nore than half of
the respondents indicate that they were aware of
policies to pronote affordabl e housi ng devel opnent
in their representative comunities.

Next slide, please.

So |I've just given you all a lot of information.
And, again, | wll encourage you to read through the
report and you can |look at all the additional data
we' ve col |l ected to get an understandi ng of how we're
comng to these issues. But |I did want to gi ve you
an i dea of how we're devel opi ng these i ssues, where
we're getting this information from and how we

defined fair housing issues for Montana. So the
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next couple slides I'"mgoing to talk about the

i ssues that were identified. Each issue may have a
nunber of, you know, sub-issues underneath them
And then once we get to it, we'll tal k about goal s,
and each of these goals are then associated with
sone of these issues. So it really cones ful
circle of we're |looking at the information, we're --
we're analyzing it and finding where there's

di sparities in access, and then we are addressing
those within our capabilities and resources to help
pronote nore equitable access to housing.

So the first issue identified was barriers for
Aneri can I ndi an househol ds to access housi ng and
community assets. So | think we saw a | ot of that,
you know, through this presentation as we were
t al ki ng about what that nmeans. So that includes
di sproportionately | ess access to nortgages for
Aneri can I ndi an househol ds, di sproportionately
hi gher rates of poverty, |lower |evels of access to
community assets. That's, again, things such as
proficient schools and | abor narket engagenent and
transportation. And then also R ECAPs occur in
communities with Anerican |Indian poverty. Again, we
saw on that map those areas R/ ECAPS are those areas

w th the highest concentrations of American |ndian
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popul ati ons.

The second issue is barriers for |ow incone
househol d accessi ng housi ng. You know, those costs
burdens. | didn't share the table today, but it's
over 70 percent of the | owest incone househol ds
experience cost burdens. So really our |owincone
househol ds are facing barriers to accessi ng housi ng
t hr oughout the state.

Issue 3 is barriers for renter househol ds
accessi ng housi ng. Again, |ooking at that higher
rate of cost burdens for those renter househol ds
t hroughout the state as wel|.

Next slide, please.

The fourth issue that we've noted in this plan
is barriers for senior and households with
di sabilities accessing housing. Again, as we talked
about, you know, that grow ng senior popul ation, the
rate of disabilities for those wwth -- at the higher
age ranges. W had a |lot of public input from
peopl e who have joined us in these vari ous processes
really denonstrating the need for households with
disabilities and increasing levels of difficulty
accessi ng housi ng.

On the fifth -- the fifth i ssue, excuse ne, is

barriers to providi ng adequate conmunity support.
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So throughout this process we've heard tinme and tine
agai n about | ack of resources -- not only | ack of
fundi ng, but also | ack of the know edge to conplete
resources to help their comunities. W also have a
| ack of federal-level data. W noted in this
presentati on one instance of that for the
dissimlarity index. W don't have that
specifically for Native Anmerican households. So
communi ties with, you know, higher popul ations of
Anerican | ndi an househol ds, and soneti nes that
federal -1 evel data is not provided in support of

t hat when we have it for other racial and ethnic
groups. Oher instances of that as well. But the

| ack of federal-level data to really support the
efforts that the State is taking.

Lack of fair housing know edge. You know, we
tal ked about that survey and how we'd |i ke to have
nore people be aware of federal and state fair
housing I aws, and also their own rights in accessing
housi ng and what -- what to do if they' re being
di scri m nat ed agai nst .

We al so have institutional barriers. So this
can be things such as |ack of know edge or | ack of
resources or other barriers to accessing fundi ng and

ot her resources throughout the state. W al so have
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state and |local barriers. These are things such as,
you know, maybe | ack of pronotion of fair -- or
excuse ne, affordable housing, nmaybe zoni ng, maybe
other state or local initiatives that don't pronote
addi ti onal housi ng when it's needed t hroughout the
st at e.

Next slide, please.

What |'mgoing to tal k about the next few
slides -- and then | may pass it back to Janelle
after that -- is the goals, about how we're going to

address this over five years. So these goals are
really a culmnation of efforts between the
Departnent of Commerce, the Departnent of Public
Heal th and Human Services, as well as outside
agenci es that have cone together with us to help
deci de how we can address this, what we can do
Wi thin our capacity and within the resources that we
have. So the first goal is to expand fair housing
outreach and education. And this hel ps address a
coupl e of those issues such as |ack of fair housing
know edge and the state and | ocal barriers.

Each of these goals has nmetrics and m | estones.
So we want to nmake sure that we can see our progress
t hroughout these five years. How we can neasure

success and what are very specific goals. So the
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metrics and mlestones for this goal is to
distribute the fair housing equity plan -- that's
the one we're devel oping -- to stakehol ders so that
t hat knowl edge can spread and utilized in other
pl anning efforts as well. To partner with Mntana
Fair Housing and to share the fair housing equity
plan with advocates and | egi sl ators, especially
during the 2025 | egi sl ati ve sessi on.

Next slide, please.

The next goal is to increase fair housing
coordi nation. And as you can see, this addresses a
| ot of the issues that we tal ked about. But the
metrics and mlestones for is to convene interagency
wor kgroups to assess equity needs and to conti nue
this coll aboration, exam ne poverty strategi es and
identify any underutilized or new resources that can
be used for housing and community devel opnent. So
really increasing those partnerships and
coordination to help better access housing
t hr oughout the state.

Next slide, please.

The third goal is to reduce barriers for Native
Aneri can househol ds and communities. This, again,
addresses a |l ot of those issues that we tal ked about

bef or e. This is -- the netrics and m | estones for
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this are to continue to partner w th Nei ghbor Wr ks
Mont ana in support of hone buyer education, continue
to participate with Montana Nati ve Honeownership
Coal i tion, providing technical assistance to

provi ders and devel opers in those R ECAP areas that
we tal ked about, and then continue to call attention
to information gaps in the federal -l evel data and
engaging wth federal partners to share new
resources as they do becone avail abl e.

Next slide, please.

The fourth goal is to support housi ng and
communi ty devel opnent -- excuse ne; | just lost the
screen here -- for -- excuse ne, support housing and
conmmuni ty devel opnent for priority areas and
popul ations. So this is addressing a nunber of the
issues, as this will prioritize funding for housing
and community devel opnent that benefits those
popul ations that are disproportionately inpacted or
ot herwi se underserved or have high rates of poverty.
So really trying to target these areas with
addi ti onal support.

Next slide, please.

Goal Number 5 is to fulfill the capacity of
partners and devel opers of housing and community

assets. And this wll be acconplished through the
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creation of toolkits to support housi ng and
conmuni ty devel opnent projects, and to continue to
provi de support broadly via the Conmmunity Techni cal
Assi st ance Program

Next slide, please.

And then Goal Nunber 6 is to carry out the
governor's housing task force recommendati ons. So
this is continuing to engage with the governor's
housi ng task force and assi st carryi ng out
reconmmendati ons that hel p i ncrease the supply of
af f ordabl e and attai nabl e housi ng for Montanans.

Next slide, please.

So we've gone through a lot of infornation
today. I'mgoing to, you know, say it again -- |'ve
said it nultiple tines -- | really encourage you to
| ook at the plan if you haven't already. Once this
pl an has been finalized, which is coming up in a few
days, we wll be submtting it to HUD. So if you do
have comrents, you know, we'll take it at the end of
this neeting or Janelle will |et you know how you
can share those. But the plan is avail able online.

After this, the plan is adopted. The State w |
review it every year for any changes that need to be
made.

Next slide, please.
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So the Commerce website where the plan is
available is here, it's
commer ce. mt . gov/ consol i dated-plan. And it's al so
avai |l abl e at repositories throughout the state or by
request. All interested parties are encouraged to
review t he docunent.

And then I'mgoing to hand this over to Janelle
and | et her tal k about how you can provi de those
conment s.

MS. EG.lI: Thank you so nmuch, Megan. As
everybody can see, there was a | ot work done in
order to get us to the point where we have a drafted
equity plan. There was |lots of data that was conbed
t hrough, and then all the -- all the work that went
into that. W just want to give a nod to Megan and
her group for their assistance with this. W really
appreciate all their efforts in guiding us through
this process.

So we will go ahead and nove towards our final
call for public engagenent. [|'Il start by sharing
Commerce's contact information. So if you have
questions or if you wish to provide a witten
comrent, our contact information is here. W're at
t he Montana Departnent of Commerce, 301 Sout h Park
Avenue, Hel ena, Montana 59601. W also have a P.O
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box: P.O Box 200523, Hel ena, Mntana 59620. W
have two division adm ni strators that are over the
consol idated plan. You can reach out to Gal en
Steffens or to Cheryl Cohen. Qur CDBG coordi nat or
who can assist with questions, is Rosie Coldich.
And |, Janelle Egli, amthe program specialist who
can help you as well. Qur phone nunber is
(406) 841-2770. Qur fax is (406)841-2771. You can
reach us via enmail at docconplan@t.gov. And of
course all of our updates and our docunents are
avai |l abl e on our website, which is
conmer ce. nt . gov/ consol i dat ed- pl an.

And for those that would need to use the Montana
Rel ay, we have our |link available here. That's
htt ps://dphhs. nt. gov/detd/ ntap/traditionalrel ay
service. Thank you for your patience on that one.

Ckay. And then our partners at DPHHS are
avai | abl e at 1400 Carter Drive in Hel ena, Montana
59601. Their P.QO box is P.O Box 202956, and
that's Hel ena, Montana 59620. The adm ni strat or
that you can reach out to is Chappell Smth. The
bureau chief that's available at DPHHS is Sara
Loewen. Their phone number (406)447-4265. Their
fax is (406)447-4287. And the website that you can

visit is ww. dphhs.nt.gov. And they are al so
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avai |l abl e at the Montana Rel ay, sanme address that we
provi ded earlier.

Ckay. So we are going to npbve into our portion
of the hearing where we open up the forumto allow
the public to provide verbal coments. And then
after we do that, we'll go ahead and share the
information with you for how to provide witten
comments after this hearing if that's of interest to
you.

So comments regardi ng the 2024 equity plan for
affirmatively furthering fair housing are now bei ng
accepted. |If you have a comment and are joining via
webi nar, you can raise your hand so we can unmute
you. |If you are joining via phone, you can press
star-9 to indicate you have a comment, and then
press star-6 to unnute and then renute yourself. So
that's star-9 to indicate you have a comment and
star-6 to unmute/remute if you're joining via phone.

When providing a comment, please be sure to
state and spell your nane. Please also state the
organi zati on you represent, if that's applicable.

And with that, we'll go ahead and open up the
floor to those who wi sh to provide coments. And
|"mgoing to ask ny coll eagues to assist ne with

identifying hands that are being rai sed, because it
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| ooks like I"'mnot able to see that with ny screen
bei ng shar ed.

FEMALE VO CE: There are no hands rai sed at
this tine.

MS. EGI: Well, I will say |I'm not super
surprised because we got an awful | ot of input at
the beginning of this process. And so naybe that's
part of the reason we're not seeing a | ot of hands
rai sed right now

We'll just give a couple nore mnutes for fol ks
to raise their hands if they want to share a coment
for the record and then we can nove on to sharing
instructions for howto provide witten comments.

Ckay. Hearing no comments, we'll go ahead and
share the information for providing witten
comrents. So if you are interested in providing us
w th sone feedback, if you see any issues with the
plan that we have, if you'd Iike to conment on our
proposed goals, we, of course, welcone all of that.
Witten comments should be sent to the addresses
t hat were provided previously or the address |isted
here on this slide. W wll| be accepting comrents
until Septenber 20th at 5:00 o'clock p.m Mountain
Standard Tine. So please note that if you wwsh to

share witten comments, you'll need to provide that
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to us before the 20th -- well, on the 20th by
5:00 p.m CQur address once again is the Mntana
Depart nent of Comrerce, Conmmunity MI divi sion,
attention: Con Plan, P.O Box 2000523, Hel ena,

Mont ana 56920. And our email address, which is an
easy way to submt a comment, is docconpl an@r . gov.
So |l will just once again say thank you to
everybody who joined us today. W encourage you to

share the plan with your coll eagues and ot her
st akehol ders of housi ng and community devel opnent in
Mont ana. We hope that we'll be able to use this
plan to reach our goals of affirmative furthering
fair housing in Montana, and of course the input
that we receive fromyou will help us do that. So
t hank you so nuch. Thank you again to Megan. And
we can go ahead and wrap up.

Thank you, everybody.

(Proceedi ngs concl uded at 10:44 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF MONTANA )
SS.
COUNTY OF LEW S AND CLARK )

I, HOLLY FOX, Freelance Court Reporter and a
Notary Public for the State of Montana, do hereby
certify that | did report the foregoing
pr oceedi ngs.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have set ny hand and
seal on this 16th day of Septenber, 2024.

NOTARY PUBLIC for the
Slate of Moniana
Residngat Helena, Monlzna
Wy Commisson Expires
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Focus Groups

May 23, 2024: ESG Roundtable

June 12, 2024: Multifamily Housing

June 13, 2024: Homelessness

June 19, 2024: Housing and Community Needs
June 20, 2024: Rural Housing

June 25, 2024: Single-Family Housing

July 2, 2024: Housing Development









Notes from ESG Focus Group, May 23, 2024, Missoula Public Library.

1. Describe the first time you were aware that inequity in housing existed.

Living in a very rural community, thought homelessness was a big city issue. Seven to eight
years ago, started noticing it in Montana’s larger towns —in parks, on streets, etc. Then
suddenly it became evident and now seeing signs of the issue in small towns as well.
Working in it has changed perspective — not just a city issue. Learned it’s not that the person
is bad; there’s just not enough home.

Cut Bank is a pioneer community and there were often a couple of folks without homes,
now there are several.

Working in public health for 25 years. Didn’t know about the lack of resources available to
finance housing. There unequal opportunities to access some services, particularly outside
of largest towns.

Saw discrimination by race and Section 8 voucher holders. In rural communities, gaining
trustis critical. Housing is solution based here —it’s do-able.

Learned as a kid that the “other side of the tracks” was not safe — that’s where the
subsidized housing was and not where the high-end neighborhoods were. Native American
towns were segregated. Learned the definition of project and what that meant. Now it
seems the housing/construction resources are going to build for visitors/tourists leaving
nowhere for service industry workers, seasonal workers. There is a lack of health care
available to everyone.

Has working to address housing and community needs changed your perspective on Montana’s

current housing situation? If so, how?

Need mental health and co-occurring group homes.

Need housing.

Need even more than permanent supportive housing.

Need acute care housing — short-term supportive housing.

A lot more seniors are becoming homeless.

Mental Health Centers have closed their acute care programs.

Very little discharge planning from state hospital.

Those who “owe HUD’ don’t have options — tend to create their own group homes.

3. Which decision-makers have the most impact on your work with low- and moderate-income
individuals? What do you want them to know about your work?

Majority want the problem of homelessness to be fixed but won’t put resources together to
solve the problem —there is always a lot of public push back.

Paperworkis just horrid.

Fair Market Rents set by HUD are an issue — too low to encourage participation by landlords.
Income limits — striking the balance b/w being low-income and demonstrating they can pay
rent going forward - this requirement with ESG is a barrier.

If you could change one policy or practice that affects housing, economic and/or community

development, what would it be?

Get rid of 30% income limits and FMR limits. Households with 50% AMI are much easier to
reach.

Cut down on attitude of suspicion. Need to get away from making folks prove they’re the
“deserving poor”.



Focus on who needs services v those who would be taking advantage of or exploiting the

program.

If a household qualifies for one program, they should qualify for all programs. This would
allow case managers to focus on things other than helping complete applications.
Application fees, late fees, background checks and credit checks all put up barriers for

persons looking for housing options.



Multifamily Housing Focus Group Notes
June 12, 2024

Attendees

Andrew Chanania, Northfork Development

Chandler Rowling, Montana Department of Commerce

Jake Clark, Great Falls Development Alliance

Janelle Egli, Montana Department of Commerce

Jen Stepleton, Montana Department of Commerce

Jim McGrath, Missoula Housing Authority

Lila Fleishman, HRDC 9 Bozeman

Marney McCleary, Rural Community Assistance Corporation
Michael O’Neil, Helena Housing Authority

Sharon Loftus, Montana Department of Commerce

Unit production is a need. More places for people to live is critical. We need to increase
supply at all levels of the market. All product types, all price points. Increases in market rate
production will ultimately support access to subsidized or affordable options.

In Great Falls, somewhere between 400 and 600 units are needed. Although development
has increased, demand has outpaced it.

In the Flathead, the number of private units available on the market has increased. They are
being marketed as affordable, but they are not. They are costing much more than 30% of
They’re not communities. Children don’t have space to play.

We are not building communities. We need more of a focus on designing for community. We
need to have thoughtful conversations about types of units, trauma-informed design,
amenities to include in projects, etc.

There’s a lack of subsidy for low-income housing. We need more resources to provide
homes to low-income households, the homeless.

We’re waiting for the re-structuring of vouchers. They are underutilized and should be
reallocated. Vouchers are not being used because fair market rents don’t align with actual
rents. We’re working on a fair market rent re-evaluation statewide. Montana is currently
relying on Census data, which is not capturing more recent rent increases in the market.
We’re facing barriers due to zoning changes. Developers are getting squeezed because of
impacts from private development.

People with the lowest incomes have the highest consequences. Those with special needs
such as the elderly and those with disabilities or fixed incomes or one income are at a real
disadvantage.

Increases in rent correlate with increases in homelessness.

There has been a shiftin public sentiment about homelessness.

We’re seeing impacts from post-pandemic growth.

Housing Choice Vouchers — cannot project-base vouchers. Doing so would be really
beneficial, especially around supportive housing.

We need to leverage our resources. For example, the Housing Trust Fund needs project-
based vouchers to work.



Montana is one of the few states where there is not a state stake in the game. We need
state-supported vouchers, a state tax credit, etc.

We need resources of all kinds! We’re in a housing emergency! Our tax credit allocations
have not increased. Other funding is falling short.

TIF is at risk. This has been an important tool for development.

We need to look at ways to streamline development and monitoring under these federal
programs. One protocol for all funding sources. Overlaying activities. Tax credits are the
most challenging. Property managers are accommodating 4-6 inspections per year. That’s a
lot. It would be helpful to solve for flexibility.

There’s a compliance capacity issue at the local level. We want projects to be successful
beyond development. Property management is a heavy lift for some communities. For
example, onsite managers are not always a possibility.

Under the plan, we need explicit priority for production and preservation of housing.

CDBG grants can be open for a long time. We need more flexibility to get more CDBG
projects in the pipeline.

We need to increase the amount of CDBG funds available for housing. We need to increase
the $750,000 cap. This would help with administrative burdens of the program. Focus on
project needs and do a subsidy layering analysis (similar to HOME and HTF) to determine
investment. This would allow for a greater focus on larger projects, which have a big impact
and allow developers to leverage additional (non-assisted) units. A prioritization of larger
projects is recommended.

Homelessness is a housing problem. We cannot solve homelessness through shelters.
There’s an economy of scale in small towns. It’s very challenging to develop large projects in
smaller areas. Balancing cost and benefit is difficult. Also, larger designs don’t always serve
residents well.



Homelessness Focus Group Notes
June 13, 2024

Attendees
e Carrie Matter, Great Falls Rescue Mission
e Carrie Steere, Good Samaritan Ministries
e Dani Hess, Montana Coalition to Solve Homelessness
e Janelle Egli, Montana Department of Commerce

Joanna King, Montana Rescue Mission

Julianna Campbell, Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services
Kayla Morris, St. Peter’s Health

Sandi Filipowicz, YWCA Great Falls

Teresa Ortega, Good Samaritan Ministries

Housing options are inadequate. Units available to low-income households are often
unsanitary, unsafe. More accessible units are needed.

Housing discrimination happens. One individual was told she was denied housing because
she was native.

Housing issues are trickling down. People in higher income brackets are renting units that
were previously priced for and available to lower income households.

There’s a lack of wraparound services available to those who need them. Mental health is a
persistent need in many communities.

It’s difficult to break the cycle of homelessness. People need tools to exit.

Homelessness is not just a city problem but also a rural problem.

Different types of shelter options are needed. Dormitory settings are not always
appropriate. Individuals with severe mental illness and very intense needs don’t do well in
communal living.

Some groups are overrepresented in the homelessness population. For example, native,
elderly, and disabled households are seeking services in higher proportion relative to
others.

The statewide housing market is contributing to homelessness. Without an adequate
supply and with rents and home prices surging, many are at increased risk of experiencing
homelessness. We need more low-income housing development.

Units are no longer available for Section 8 Voucher holders.

Housing is a struggle across the spectrum. Not just an issue for lower wage earners. Many
service providers in healthcare, housing, etc., are currently unable to secure stable housing.
If we want to keep service providers and those in the wider service industry in our
communities, we need to raise wages and provide more affordable housing options.

We need dedicated buildings for permanent supportive housing.

We need to address barriers to expanding shelter services. Economic development and
downtown revitalization needs must be balanced with the needs of those at risk of or
experiencing homelessness.



Services could be more proactive than reactive. Providers see homeless individuals
deteriorate when they lose services. It often takes a major mental or physical health issue
presenting before proper intervention is provided.

Rent controls are needed. We should cap what can be charged for certain units. This would
ensure housing affordability and reduce homelessness.

Homelessness issues are systemic. We can’t address them piecemeal. It takes concerted
effort at the local, state, and federal levels. We should revisit economic and housing
policies, assess funding streams. We should work across healthcare and programs like
Medicaid, programs like those offered through HUD - these are really importantin
supporting local communities and making meaningful change.

Infancy is when a person is most likely to enter homeless services. This is because the
arrival of a baby means more expenses for families and can also equate to lower income for
families as parents prioritize reproductive labor over productive labor. Childcare services
for lower income households would help keep families working and out of shelters.

In many states if you are homeless, you automatically get Medicaid. This would be great to
see in Montana. Medicaid is vital to those experiencing homelessness and vital for service
providers seeking to serve the homeless population.

We need a state low-income housing tax credit. This could double our capacity for
addressing housing and homelessness needs statewide.

Funding for ESG is very limited and, thus, so is the impact of ESG services. ESG is currently
used in combination with other funding sources. With more funding, we could do more.



Housing and Community Special Needs Focus Group Notes
June 19, 2024

Attendees

Cari Yturri, Family Promise

Cheyenne Loney, Many Rivers Health

Gina Boesdorfer, The Friendship Center

Greg Grosenick, Family Promise Great Falls

Jacy Widhalm, Reach, Inc.

Janelle Egli, Montana Department of Commerce
Julie Flynn, Montana Department of Commerce
Rosie Goldich, Montana Department of Commerce
Tori Stotts, The Friendship Center

We need more funding, more resources.

There is a lack of inventory. It’s really challenging to find an affordable place to live for
clients.

There are not enough vouchers. Wait lists are long, 6-8 months or more to get a voucher.
Vouchers are underutilized due to high rents in the market and restrictions on voucher
payments.

We need money to purchase or remodel housing. Especially for households with adults with
disabilities, many of whom are low-income and/or elderly.

Additional requirements are needed to serve households with disabilities. Spaces must be
accessible. Housing must be proximal to hospitals.

Money should provide benefits without being too restrictive. There are concerns over BABA
regulations.

Landlords don’t seem to want to rent to vulnerable populations (e.g., tenants with mental
illness). This makes housing high-needs households very difficult.

In the case of Great Falls, Family Promise rather than the resident is the tenant in order to
get housing secured. This is one way to overcome landlord reluctance to rent to households
with bad debt, bad rental history, etc. Can help families build good references. Takes some
burden off of landlords but is pricey for the organization serving as tenant.

The price of renting is up 30-50% in the Great Falls area. We’re at the point where money is
not the only solution. City zoning is too strict. Where you can build and what you can do is
very limited. Changes to zoning would be really helpful.

In regards to basic needs (e.g., food, clothing), we’re doing a pretty good job providing
services.

We need more shelter. We have so many folks moving to or moving back to Great Falls. We
don’t have beds for them. Our emergency shelters are full. We can’t even make referrals.
The best we can do is put them up in a motel for time. It’s not fixing anything and it’s
expensive.

We need to provide incentives and assurances for landlords to encourage voucher
utilization.



Education about voucher programs is heeded broadly. Do people know how many vouchers
are available? Is there something different that we should be doing to get vouchers out to
eligible households? Or to increase the number of vouchers available if there are not
enough to meet current need?

HUD programs are confusing. It takes careful planning to access HUD funds. This is hard for
small communities with low capacity.

HUD program subsidy amounts are too low to justify the regulations and requirements that
accompany the dollars. Communities can spend as much managing a grant as they receive
in grant funds. Lots of paperwork.

Matching requirements can be difficult.

Reliable funding decreases are a concern. Lack of significant and relatively unrestricted
multi-year funding broadly is challenging. We get funds and we’re immediately trying to
figure out how to fund the next year. We need to get out of a reactive mode and be more
proactive. Survival state as organization.

Lack of broad, holistic community services is intersected significantly with housing. It
creates a cyclical issue. If you don’t have substantial healthcare, it makes it hard to sustain
employment, which makes it hard to sustain housing, and so on and so forth.

In domestic violence and sexual assault field, we’re seeing significant cuts to funding
sources. Gives us challenges immediately and concern for the future.

Group homes need remodeling. No options to relocate residents. (Note grant funds can be
used for relocation and that when housing inventory is short, hotels may be considered.
Relocation is challenging but creative solutions are possible.)

We need housing. It needs to be a priority. It’s critical.

Two things are needed in local economies: Need decent housing for workers and good
school systems for families.

It’s so hard to communicate the need for housing and services with the public. It’s worth the
money and the investment of time and resources. We’re paying more to deal with issues on
the back end, and we’re having undesirable outcomes. We pay one way or the other.
Getting information out is important. Better messaging is important.

The CoC is a good source of information. Are there others? Any way to make it easier for
nonprofits to discover and access grant opportunities?

Can’t go atit alone. Partnering with other organizations is key. Not enough funding and
donations. Having 2-3 affiliates that are ready to support your projects is really important.



Rural Housing Focus Group Notes
June 20, 2024

Attendees

Notes

Janelle Egli, Montana Department of Commerce
Jen Stepleton, Montana Department of Commerce
Julie Flynn, Montana Department of Commerce
Julles Engel, Montana Department of Commerce
Rosie Goldich, Montana Department of Commerce
Ruth Burke, HRC XI

The Bitterroot Affordable Housing Coalition is undertaking good, collaborative work on the
local level. Diverse group (similar to what you might see in a Continuum of Care group). City
staff are involved. County Commissioners are involved. They meet monthly. (The Bitter Root
RC&D, through its Bitterroot Collective Impact program, is providing Backbone Organization
support to the Bitterroot Task Force on Homelessness and Housing to end homelessness
and alleviate housing insecurity in Ravalli County. A Backbone Organization in one of the
five conditions of a Collective Impact Initiative. Collective Impact is a proven method of
collaborating for large-scale social change.)

The Coalition is celebrating some recent successes in Ravalli County.

o InMarch 2018 the Bitterroot Homelessness and Housing Needs Assessment was
published.

o Supporters for Abuse Free Environments (SAFE) received a grant for transitional
housing for victims of domestic violence.

o Ravalli County received a grant for a housing program for offenders re-entering the
community to lower recidivism and create connections to the community through
stable housing and case management.

o Inaddition, members of the Coalition are making some notable progress, as

follows:
= HRC Xl received funding for the 8 Street project, aka “Skalkaho,” an 8-unit
housing development
= SAFE is received HOME funds for emergency housing
= Housing Solutions received Low-Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC)
Although happening outside the Coalition, of note:

= Habitat for Humanity is putting up one unit in the Bitterroot

= Summitis utilizing LIHTC as well
The Coalition is surveying to determine needs. Currently developing a Community Needs
Assessment.
Mineral County has less of a cohesive group. HRC XI meets with organizations and
stakeholders in the county once a month. Foodbank there bought a building a year ago.
Planning and considering development options for the space. Mineral County is considering
applying for CDBG planning funding.

o



We need to consider Broadband needs. Hits every level of poverty. Received a Broadband
grant. Grant funds are no longer available. (Note: In the absence of internet options, Wi-Fi
can be checked out at the local library, but this does not reach all need.)
Childcare is important. It affects many aspects of opportunity for Montanans. Ravalli and
Mineral counties don’t have childcare options.
There is not a lot of employment opportunity in some remote areas (e.g., Mineral County).
As soon as people graduate, they leave. Growing population of older households.
Units for seniors and families in both Ravalli and Mineral counties. Housing projects are
typically fully occupied in rural areas, demonstrating strong need. Projects range in subsidy.
Considering mechanisms for keeping older projects affordable (e.g., HOME projects
wrapping up periods of affordability). It would be helpful if HRC Xl could exit management
role for properties that are completing their compliance terms. It’s difficult to manage
projects in rural areas. You can hire managers, but typically not in your own community. This
results in unique challenges.
Repair costs seem reasonable in rural areas, however, it’s difficult to get contractors. One of
the biggest hurdles in rural Montana is the SAM.gov registration requirement. A contractor
doesn’t have to be registered in SAM.gov to show they are not debarred, so unnecessary?
Furthermore, it’s challenging to get bids for projects in smaller communities. Have had to
directly hire individuals as employees to get work done.
There isn’t an appetite for owner-occupied rehab work. Missoula County is not going to
renew their contract to do homeowner rehabilitation. There is not enough administrative
funding to sustain the work. Contract expires in December. (City of Missoula intending to
continue their homeowner rehab.)
We can make a difference in affordable housing through mobile homes and rehab. Most
bang for your buck!

o Mobile homes need infrastructure work, co-op structuring, etc.
Could we have a mechanism for buying land (like a reverse mortgage) and land trusting
properties? This would provide income to owners and be a long-term affordability solution.
Used to do rental assistance through TBRA. Consider again?
Homebuyer supports are not working in today’s rural markets. We need to revisit the
drawing board.
Weather Ready money is a good resource. Over time, savings can exceed investment. Good
option for mobile homes.
Being able to land trust what we already have in the pipeline is an interesting idea! Could be
really impactful in indigenous communities in particular.
People will support and give at the local, non-governmental level, but government is
controversial and it’s harder to make asks in that arena.
Montana Board of Housing loans — how many are being made?



Single Family Housing Focus Group Notes
June 25, 2024

Attendees

Chandler Rowling, Montana Department of Commerce
Janelle Egli, Montana Department of Commerce

Jen Stepleton, Montana Department of Commerce
Julles Engel, Montana Department of Commerce
Mindy DeCosse, HRDC 9 Bozeman

Rosie Goldich, Montana Department of Commerce
Sharon Lofftus, Montana Department of Commerce
Sheila Rice, Montana Board of Housing

Shyla Patera, Northcentral Independent Living

We need more accessible, universally designed units. Many single family homes need
modifications and repairs.

Some Montanans are underbanked or have credit issues, and these are barriers to housing.
The cost of housing is an issue. In Bozeman, we’re not seeing single family homes for less
than $550,000.

Because of high home costs, downpayment assistance is not being utilized. And cost isn’t
only affecting buyers. Homeowners are feeling squeezed due to rising costs such as
property taxes and HOA fees.

In Bozeman, we likely won’t be able to utilize HOME down payment assistance outside of a
land trust model. For an 80% AMI land trust unit listed at $316,000, to make it work, it had to
be purchased by a family of three making $75,000.

There is a lot of interest and competition. Homeowners are getting offers for sight unseen.
Board of Housing Loans are a great option, but not available to everyone.

New housing stock is needed. We need to build more!

Land trust homes need to be a focus. It supports permanent affordability.

Manufactured housing needs to be called out as a viable option for affordable housing,
especially for homeownership. Resident-owned communities are a great model as the fee
simple land is owned by the residents of the manufactured home community collectively.
There are over 20 ROCs in Montana.

ESG and HTF should be prioritized for building duplexes and fourplexes in really small
communities. You can’t do a tax credit for a project that small, so it makes sense to utilize
these other resources to target what tax credits cannot.

HRDC 9 owns 5 acres in Gardiner and is working on creating a community land trust. To do
it, they’ve had to secure more funding. Easier to utilize, accessible funds for land trusts is
needed.

Smaller communities are struggling to get contractors (e.g., White Sulphur Springs) to do
the work that they need done.

Mobile home units could help solve the issue of no contractors. However, it doesn’t help
with lack of contractors to do infrastructure. We could give supports and incentives to cities
for development.



There are opportunities to partner with businesses. EX: Headwaters Community Housing
Trust is trying to get employees into houses via a weighted lottery system. If you were an
employer, you could buy a fast pass to get to the front of the line for one of the land trust
homes. It created capital for the land trust and provided homes for employees. The cost
was $50,000/employee and there were additional grant funds available for each
transaction. This approach has been successfully executed in Bend, Oregon.

Tiny homes for the unsheltered are being developed in Great Falls. There are tiny home
developments in Texas that don’t have bathroom, kitchen in individual units. Instead, there
is a community kitchen and a shared bath house. This was approved by HUD as a single
room occupancy unit. This could be a possibility in Montana.

Tiny homes are of interest because sometimes people don’t want to do permanent
supportive housing. Sometimes people want a roof and a bed without supports but with
community once they’ve moved out of crisis.

We need more dollars circulating in general.

Planning grants are important. Big step to removing barriers. Mindful communities are
important.

We need less regulation. We need to allow for maximum flexibility so we can address the
varied needs as they arise. For example, HTF has not been feasible in Great Falls, but itis a
good fit for other communities.

Headwaters Community Housing Trust serves up to 120% AMI. They weren’t able to get any
federal money. This was a challenge. It’s nice that the Montana Board of Housing provides
the down payment assistance program for higher AMI households.

Lewistown only able to do one house. Administrative burden is too much.

We need to look at more project-based vouchers, rental assistance. Project-based
vouchers can serve individuals who don’t currently have earned incomes.

Make sure that tribal funds and development activities are looked at. The resource
landscape is different on reservations.

If accessible or sensory units are needed, make sure that they are not displacing somebody
else. Examine intake processes. Encourage landlords to look at fair housing laws, eviction
practices. Voucher portability can be really helpful.

Resources made available because of the Covid-19 pandemic were not evenly distributed.
Criminal history can be a big housing barrier.

Shared spaces can be challenging. Some individuals with disabilities have serious food
sensitivities or allergies.

Properties could use guidance for bed bugs.

Have good facts at the ready to get to good policy. Sharing facts about the immense need
for housing at every level is needed.

A shortage of homes is the reason for homelessness. Our focus needs to be on creating
more homes.



Housing Development Focus Group Notes

July 2, 2024
Attendees
e Chandler Rowling, Montana Department of Commerce
e Danette Sukut, Coldwell Banker Great Falls
e Janelle Egli, Montana Department of Commerce
e Julie Flynn, Montana Department of Commerce
e Maria Valandra, Clearwater Credit Union, Indigenous Strategy
¢ Nicole Newman, Montana Department of Commerce
Notes

Affordable housing for families is our greatest need. There is a gap of single-family homes in
Great Falls due to a lack of builders. We need more startups; we need to build more. One
hurdle in Great Falls is clay soils. It requires engineering services to the tune of $30,000-
$40,000. Monolithic slabs are an option.

Funds that come from NeighborWorks for first-time homebuyer assistance is really helpful.
Clearwater Credit Union is in 20 counties, mostly in the western part of the state.
Indigenous Strategies work includes Northern Cheyene, Rocky Boy, Flathead, and
Blackfeet. Reservation needs are many and include affordable housing.

A turn-key house in Great Falls is $500,000+. A fixer-upper house in the area is $350,000+.
The median price for a starter home is about $315,000. A home at this price point would
need work. Our housing stock is aging.

There is an Airforce base in Great Falls. A missile project will bring 5,000+ people to the
area. To accommodate the newcomers, the Airforce base is looking to build a man camp.
We would love for them to build housing instead! Currently, Great Falls needs 650 units per
year to satisfy ongoing demand.

The Consolidated Plan has a statewide scope. Its assessment of needs and opportunities
includes reservation areas. Note: the data we get from HUD for the plan is county-wide.
Helping builders with infrastructure would help growth. Infrastructure is connected to
housing, and without infrastructure, we won’t have new housing.

The development authority in Great Falls is recruiting builders. Conversations started.
Taxes are going up, and people don’t understand why taxes are increasing and what taxes
support. We need new development and people to move here to spread the cost.

Great Falls just failed a safety levy. Until a safety levy is passed, homeowner’s insurance will
continue to go up. There’s already been a huge increase in homeowner’s insurance.

Within the next five years we should provide assistance with infrastructure.

We could use incentives for developers to build more affordable housing. What can the
State do? (In Helena, if a developer commits to doing X% of affordable housing unitsin a
development, they can go to the top of the review list. Things like this can be done at the
local level. The Governor’s Housing Task Force is looking at things like this at the state level.)
Sometimes the location of housing development is questionable. Sprawl happens. Houses
are where commercial buildings might be. Community feel is missing. No parks.



In Great Falls, zoning prohibits ADUs. We’d like to see more ADUs and density. Because of
affordability, we’re seeing more multigenerational housing, and ADUs could support this.
In Indian country, it’s always been multigenerational housing. Kids making minimum wage
can’t afford to go out and rent or buy so they live with family. Grandparents live with their
families. Roommates are broughtin.

We’re in a higher interest rate environment. They’re eliminating a big chunk of buyers.
When homeowners understand what their monthly obligation is for housing based on
housing needed and current rates, they can save that amount per month and get
comfortable with the obligation. It makes buyers more competitive when they know the
monthly obligation associated with an offer.

Montana’s housing stock is really old and aging.

Manufactured loans are available at Clearwater. Unfortunately, however, these homes are
not inexpensive.

In Great Falls, corporations are buying up mobile home parks and leaving residents in a
lurch. Elderly people are being forced to sell their homes because they can’t afford lot rent.
Potential driver of homelessness.

Mobile homes are a good investment in housing affordability. Resident-owned communities
allow mobile home residents to own homes and have more housing stability.

Housing authorities would be a good source of data for the Consolidated Plan.

Additional data would be helpful in contextualizing HUD data.



Regional Meetings

Missoula - May 21, 2024, 8 a.m.

Hardin - June 6, 2024, 1 p.m., 5:30 p.m.
Libby - July 24, 2024, 10 a.m., 5 p.m.
Glasgow - August 1, 2024, 9 a.m., 12:30 p.m.



Montana’s Consolidated Plan
for Housing and Community Development
and Associated Affirmatively Furthering
Fair Housing Equity Plan

Montana Housing Conference
Tuesday, May 21, 2024
8:00 a.m. — 9:00 a.m.

The Department of Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities or persons
with limited English proficiency who wish to participate in this process and need an alternative accessible format
of the presentation materials or translation services.

El Departamento de Comercio hara adaptaciones razonables para las personas con discapacidades o personas
con domino limitado del inglés que deseen participar en este proceso y necesiten un formato accessible
alternativo de materiales de presentacion o servicios de traduccion.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Small Group Discussion

Describe the first time you were aware that inequity in
housing existed.

Has working to address housing and community
needs changed your perspective on Montana’s
current housing situation? How?

Which decision-makers have the most impact on your
work with low- and moderate-income individuals?
What do you want them to know about your work?

If you could change one policy or practice that affects
housing, economic, and/or community development,
what would it be? @

UAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Statewide Planning

The State of Montana, through the
Departments of Commerce and Public
Health and Human Services, Is developing a
5-year plan to guide policy and investment
for housing, economic, and other community
development projects.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Statewide Planning

This 5-year plan, also known as the
“Consolidated Plan for Housing and
Community Development,” is required by
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) to assess Montana’s
needs and current conditions, as well as to
determine priorities and allocate HUD
funding.



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Statewide Planning

In conjunction with the Consolidated Plan,
Montana is developing an Equity Plan to
affirmatively furthering fair housing. Deep
dive into the Equity Plan to come...



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Public Participation

There will be multiple opportunities for citizens and
stakeholders to engage throughout the Equity Plan
and Consolidated Plan processes.

 Regional Meetings
— Missoula (May 21)
— Hardin (June 6)
— Libby (July 24)
— Glasgow (August 1)

Dates subject to change. See website for current information.


https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates

2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Public Participation (cont’'d)

Focus groups
— Respond to survey if interested in participating

Public hearings
— Next public hearing for Equity Plan scheduled for June 3

Surveys
— Housing and Community Needs
— Fair Housing

Documents
— Formal reviews with public comment periods TBA

Dates subject to change. See website for current information.
commerce.mt.qgov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates

EQUAL HOUSI
OPPORTU


https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates

2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Objectives

* The objectives of Montana’s Consolidated
Plan include:

—Provide decent housing
—Provide a suitable living environment
— Expand economic opportunities




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Goals

 The goals of Montana’s current Consolidated
Plan are:

— Goal 1 — Preserve and Construct
Affordable Housing

— Goal 2 — Plan for Communities

— Goal 3 — Improve and Sustain Public
Infrastructure

— Goal 4 — Revitalize Local Economies

— Goal 5 — Reduce Homelessness

EQUAL HOUSI
OPPORTU



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Programs

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)

— Housing (Rental Development / Single Family Rehabilitation),
Public and Community Facilities, Economic Development,
Planning

HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME)

— Rental Development / Single Family Development / Rental,
Rehabilitation, Homebuyer Assistance

Housing Trust Fund (HTF)
— Rental Development / Rental Rehabilitation

Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG)

— Street Outreach / Emergency Shelter / Homelessness
Prevention / Rapid Re-housing



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Planning Process

Analyze quantitative and qualitative data
regarding need

Engage the public, agencies, and
stakeholders to get input about need

ldentify priority needs

Develop a strategy In response to
identifled needs

Direct funding to strategies



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan

Documents

 Equity Plan for Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing

— Under a HUD Proposed Rule, Montana will develop an Equity
Plan every five years that will serve the purpose of assessing fair
housing issues and their underlying causes, as well as setting
fair housing goals and outlining strategies for achieving equity in
housing, increasing access to community assets, and
broadening economic opportunities

— The mandate to affirmatively further fair housing requires
proactive and meaningful action to overcome patterns of
segregation, promote fair housing choice, eliminate disparities in
opportunities, and foster inclusive communities free from
discrimination



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Documents (cont’d)

Five-Year Consolidated Plan for Housing and
Community Development (Con Plan)

— Consolidated Plans are strategic plans prepared every five years
that guide housing and community investments

Annual Action Plan (AAP)

— AAPs are prepared each year of the Consolidated Plan and
outline specific activities, goals, and objectives for the given
program year

Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation
Report (CAPER)

— CAPERSs are annual reports that detail use of funds and
progress towards meeting goals and objectives for AAPs

EQUAL HOUSING
PP

OPPORTUNITY



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development

Under HUD'’s Proposed Rule, the State will
oversee a more streamlined analysis of fair
housing compared to what was required under the
2015 Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Rule.
Furthermore, the State will oversee a more robust
community engagement effort to identify fair
housing needs and opportunities.




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

« At least three public hearings will be held before the Equity Plan is

submitted to HUD.
— Two hearings before the publication of the Equity Plan to provide the public
opportunity to identify fair housing needs and inform fair housing strategies.
» First hearing was April 3, 2024, and the second hearing is scheduled for June 3, 2024

— One hearing after the publication of the Equity Plan to provide the public
opportunity to comment on the published plan document.

« Initial input will be accepted through June 25, 2024. Feedback regarding
the to-be-published Equity Plan will be accepted during a comment period

to be announced.

« As part of its outreach efforts, the State will gather data to inform Equity
Plan development via the Montana Fair Housing Survey.

— Opened May 1, 2024, closes May 31, 2024. Available at
(or in alternative formats upon request). A QR
code to complete the survey will be provided at the end of this presentation. @

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY


https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates
https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates

2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

e Fair Housing Analysis
— Demographics
— Segregation and integration
— Racially or ethnically concentrated areas of poverty (R/IECAPS)
— Access to community assets
— Access to affordable housing opportunities
— Access to homeownership and economic opportunity
— Local and state policies and practices impacting fair housing

 Fair Housing Issues
— ldentify issues with data and local knowledge
— Prioritize issues based on data collected and public input

 Fair Housing Strategies and Goals
— Commit to taking responsive actions to address fair housing issues

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)

Preliminary Data
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2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Preliminary Data

Racially/Ethnically Concentrated Areas of Poverty @

UAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)

Preliminary Data

Mortgage Denial Rates by Race

American Indian or Alaska Native 23.6%  23.0% 17.5% 16.7% 26.1%
Asian 13.7% 15.4% 14.1% 9.8% 16.8%
Black or African American 16.5% 24.0% 14.9% 15.8% 22.3%
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 11.8% 16.0% 26.8% 6.7% 26.2%
White 13.3% 12.0% 9.2% 9.7% 13.6%
Two or More Races 21.4%  23.8% 13.6% 12.8% 42.1%
Not Available 7.8% 6.8% 7.0% 7.8% 10.2%
Total 124% 11.2% 8.9% 9.4% 13.1%

Data Source: HMDA Data

State of Montana

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont’d)

Preliminary Data

Poverty by Family Type

In family households 9.2%
In married-couple 4.9%
In Female householder, no spouse present 27.2%
In other living arrangements 24.2%
Data Source: 2022 Five-Year ACS State of Montana

Poverty by Disability Status

With any disability 19.1%

No disability 11.3%

Data Source: 2022 Five-Year ACS State of Montana




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Development (cont'd)

Preliminary Data

= 16.39 %
16.39 % - 20.0 %
200% -2394 %
2394 % -2968 %
By 29.68 % - 100.0 % Percent of Total Households with Any
of the Four Housing Problems



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Equity Plan Adoption and Evaluation

* Once developed (tentatively in September 2024), the Equity Plan
will be submitted to HUD. Upon receipt, HUD will publish the
plan and make it available for a 60-day public review period.

o After HUD accepts Montana’s Equity Plan, it will be published on
Commerce’s website, and its fair housing goals and strategies
will be incorporated into the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
and associated Annual Action Plans.

 Progress evaluations for the Equity Plan will be required
annually after the Equity Plan is adopted.

— Before submitting its Annual Progress Evaluations for the Equity
Plan to HUD, the State will make available to interested parties
the proposed evaluation for a comment period of no less than 15
calendar days. @

NG
OPPORTUNITY



2025-2029 Consolidated Plan

Document Review, Engagement

* Once drafted, Equity Plan and Consolidated Plan
documents will be available:

— On Commerce’s website at

— Several repositories throughout the state (see website for list)
— By request

« All interested parties are encouraged to review
published documents and to participate in the
State’s surveys and public meetings. For information
about surveys, upcoming meetings, and comment
periods, visit

and/or subscribe to Commerce’s
Consolidated Plan emaill listserv.


https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Documents
https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Documents
https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates
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2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
Commerce Contact Information

Montana Department of Commerce
301 S Park Ave Helena, MT 59601
PO Box 200523 Helena, MT 59620-0523

Division Administrators:  Galen Steffens, Cheryl Cohen

CDBG Coordinator: Rosie Goldich
Program Specialist: Janelle Egli
Phone: 406.841.2770
TDD: 406.841.2702
Fax: 406.841.2771
Email: DOCConPlan@mt.qov

Website: commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan @

NG
OPPORTUNITY


mailto:DOCConPlan@mt.gov
https://commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan

2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
DPHHS Contact Information

DPHHS
1400 Carter Drive Helena, MT 59601
PO Box 202956 Helena, MT 59620-2956

Administrator: Jessie Counts
Bureau Chief: Sara Loewen
Phone: 406.447.4265

Fax: 406.447.4287
Website: www.dphhs.mt.gov

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY


https://www.dphhs.mt.gov/

2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
comments

If you would like to provide a written comment or qualitative data
(anecdotes) pertaining to the 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
and/or its associated Equity Plan for affirmatively furthering fair
housing, our physical address and email address are below.
Additionally, comment cards are available for your convenience.

Montana Department of Commerce
Community MT
Attn: Con Plan
PO Box 200523
Helena, MT 59620-0523

Note that written comments for Montana’s Equity Plan
will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. June 25, 2024.

EQUAL HOUSI
OPPORTU
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2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
We Need Your Feedback!

What suggestions do you have for increasing public participation in
the State’s planning process to address housing and community
needs?

What topics for a focus group during Consolidated Plan
development are of interest to you? (Please provide an email if you
would like a special invitation to participate in a focus group.)

Have a few extra minutes? Please consider taking our Fair
Housing Survey by scanning the QR Code below.

' r.:n:".. ' [=]




COMMERCE

PRIMING THE PUMP FOR COLLABORATIVE PLANNING

A SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION

DISCUSSION

At your table, discuss the following questions and prompts.
Designate a scribe (or two) and have them take notes detailing your discussion below.

1. Describe the first time you were aware that inequity in housing existed.

2. Has working to address housing and community needs changed your perspective on Montana’s
current housing situation? If so, how?

3. Which decision-makers have the most impact on your work with low- and moderate-income
individuals? What do you want them to know about your work?

4. If you could change one policy or practice that affects housing, economic and/or community
development, what would it be?

(continued)



WRAPPING UP WITH INDIVIDUAL FEEDBACK

1. What suggestions do you have for increasing public participation in the State’s planning process to
address housing and community needs?

2. Which topics for a focus group during Consolidated Plan development are of interest to you?
Please provide an email address if you would like an invitation to participate in a focus group.

[ ] Homelessness Focus Group

[ ] Housing Focus Group for Multi-Family Participants
[ ] Housing Focus Group for Rural Participants

[ ] Housing Focus Group for Single-Family Participants
[ ] Economic Development Focus Group

[ ] Infrastructure Focus Group

[ ] Planning Focus Group

[ ] Other (specify)

Email (optional):

Leave this form with your notes on the table to be collected by the presenters after the session.
Thank you for participating!

docconplan@mt.gov | 406-841-2770 | commerce.mt.gov




E;Ii, Janelle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Montana Department of Commerce <commerce@announcements.mt.gov>
Thursday, May 23, 2024 2:03 PM

Egli, Janelle

Regional Input Meetings for the Consolidated Plan and Equity Plan

Photo by Montana Department of Commerce

Regional Input Meetings in Hardin, Libby and
Glasgow with Virtual Participation Options

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human Services are
developing the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community
Development (Consolidated Plan) and Fair Housing Equity Plan (Equity Plan).

What is a Consolidated Plan?

Montana is assessing its affordable housing and community development needs and
market conditions and making data-driven decisions on how to use federal funding. Using
data and public input, the State will determine priority needs and goals that will guide
spending over the next five years for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG),




HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG),
and National Housing Trust Fund (HTF) funds.

What is an Equity Plan?
In an effort to affirmatively further fair housing, the Departments are developing a Fair

Housing Equity Plan that will be used to identify fair housing issues in Montana’s
communities. Using local, state, and federal data, fair housing goals will be established to
address fair housing priorities over the next five years.

Your input is valuable. To inform the development of the Consolidated Plan and Equity
Plan, the public is invited to attend a regional meeting to discuss community development
and fair housing needs. Meetings will be held in Hardin, Libby and Glasgow. For
convenience and accessibility, in-person and virtual formats will be offered at two separate
times per location. See details below:

Regional Meeting in Hardin
Thursday, June 6, 2024, 1 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Hardin City Building, 401 N Cheyenne Ave, Hardin, MT 59034 or Virtual

Regional Meeting in Libby
Wednesday, July 24, 2024, 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.
Libby City Hall, Ponderosa Room, 952 E Spruce St, Ste 100, Libby, MT 59923 or Virtual

Regional Meeting in Glasqow
Thursday, August 1, 2024, 9 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
Location TBD or Virtual

Locations and times are subject to change. Registration is optional but encouraged for in-
person attendees; registration is required for virtual attendees to access the Zoom forum.
For current information and to register, please visit our website.

Join Webinars Here

The Department of Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with

disabilities or persons with limited English proficiency who wish to participate in this
process and need an alternative accessible format of the presentation materials or




franslation services. If you require an accommodation, please contact the Department of
Commerce at DOCConPlan@mt.gov no later than 5 p.m. on May 29, 2024.

El Departamento de Comercio hara adaptaciones razonables para las personas con
discapacidades o personas con domino limitado del inglés que deseen participar en este
proceso y necesiten un formato accessible alternativo de materiales de presentacion o
servicios de traduccién. Si necesita una adaptacion, communiques con El Departamento
de Comercio en DOCConPlan@mt.gov antes de las 5 p.m. del 29 de mayo de 2024.

Have questions? Email DOCConPlan@mt.gov
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MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
301 S. PARK AVE. | PO BOX 200501 | HELENA, MT 59620-0501
P: 406.841.2700 | F: 406.841.2701 | TDD: 406.841.2702

View as a webpage

SHARE

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or email address, or stop subscriptions at any time on
your Subscriber Preferences Page.

Discover information about additional Department of Commerce topics. Sign up for more topics.

You will need to use your email address to log in. If you have questions or problems with the subscription
service, please visit subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com.

This service is provided to you at no charge by Montana Department of Commerce.

This email was sent to janelle.egli@mt.gov using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: Montana Department of Commerce w

- P.O. Box 200501 - Helena, MT 59620-0501 GOVDELIVERY



E;Ii, Janelle

From: Egli, Janelle

Sent: Friday, May 24, 2024 2:06 PM

To: DOC CDD CONPLAN (Webmail)

Subject: Montana Consolidated Plan and Equity Plan Regional Meetings
Attachments: ConPlan-RegionalMeetingsPostcard.pdf

SENT TO TARGETED STAKEHOLDERS VIA BCC

Good afternoon!

On behalf of the Montana Department of Commerce, | would like to personally extend an invitation to you to
participate in the State’s public input process for the 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan and Equity Plan, which are
currently in development. Your feedback as a stakeholder in Montana’s housing and community development
network is tremendously important.

We would love to hear from you at one of our upcoming regional meetings in Hardin, Libby, or Glasgow.
Meeting details and registration options are available at commerce.mt.gov/consolidated-plan/updates.

For more information about the Consolidated Plan and Equity Plan, and to further engage with this statewide
planning effort, please see the attached flyer or visit our website at commerce.mt.gov/consolidated-plan/.

Thank you and kind regards,

JANELLE EGLI

Housing Development Program Specialist

MONTANA HOUSING

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
T: 406.841.2926 | M: 614.955.1446
COMMERCE.MT.GOV | HOUSING.MT.GOV



Eli, Janelle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Montana Department of Commerce <commerce@announcements.mt.gov>
Tuesday, July 9, 2024 10:03 AM

Egli, Janelle

Join us for Consolidated Plan and Equity Plan Regional Meetings

Photo by Montana Department of Commerce

Join Us: Regional Meetings in Libby, Glasgow

Virtual Participation Options Available

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human Services are
developing the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community
Development and Fair Housing Equity Plan.

What is a consolidated plan?
Montana is assessing its affordable housing and community development needs and



market conditions and making data-driven decisions on how to use federal funding. Using
data and public input, the State will determine priority needs and goals that will guide
spending over the next five years for Community Development Block Grant, HOME
Investment Partnerships Program, Emergency Solutions Grant and National Housing
Trust Fund funds.

What is an equity plan?

In an effort to affirmatively further fair housing, the Departments are developing a Fair
Housing Equity Plan that will be used to identify fair housing issues in Montana’s
communities. Using local, state and federal data, fair housing goals will be established to
address fair housing priorities over the next five years.

Your input is valuable; please attend a regional meeting to discuss community
development and fair housing needs. A meeting has been held in Hardin; additional
meetings will be held in Libby and Glasgow. For convenience and accessibility, in-person
and virtual formats will be offered at two separate times per location.

Meeting details are as follows:

Regional Meeting in Libby
July 24, 2024

e 10 a.m. at the Libby City Hall, Ponderosa Room
e 5p.m. at 952 E Spruce Street, Suite 100
e Virtual

Regional Meeting in Glasgow
August 1, 2024

e 9a.m.and 12:30 p.m. at the Cottonwood Inn & Suites, 54250 US Highway 2
e Virtual

Locations and times are subject to change. Registration is optional but encouraged for in-
person attendees; registration is required for virtual attendees to access the Zoom forum.

For current information and to register:

Click Here [links-2.govdelivery.com]




The Department of Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with
disabilities or persons with limited English proficiency who wish to participate in this
process and need an alternative accessible format of the presentation materials or

translation services. If you require an accommodation, please contact the Department of
Commerce at DOCConPlan@mt.gov.

El Departamento de Comercio hara adaptaciones razonables para las personas con
discapacidades o personas con domino limitado del inglés que deseen participar en este
proceso y necesiten un formato accessible alternativo de materiales de presentacién o
servicios de traduccion. Si necesita una adaptacion, communiques con El Departamento

de Comercio en DOCConPlan@mt.gov.

Have questions? Email DOCConPlan@mt.gov
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301 S. PARK AVE. | PO BOX 200501 | HELENA, MT 59620-0501
P: 406.841.2700 | F: 406.841.2701 | TDD: 406.841.2702

View as a webpage [links-2.govdelivery.com

E1 SHARE

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or email address, or stop subscriptions at any time on
your Subscriber Preferences Page [links-2.govdelivery.com].

Discover information about additional Department of Commerce topics. Sign up for more topics [links-
2.govdelivery.com].

You will need to use your email address to log in. If you have questions or problems with the subscription
service, please visit subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com [links-2.govdelivery.com].

This service is provided to you at no charge by Montana Department of Commerce [links-
2.govdelivery.com].
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Hardin Notes

Hardin, the seat of Big Horn County, is a rural city in eastern Montana. Located 45 miles west of
Billings and near the Crow Indian Reservation, the city has a population of under 4,000 according to
the 2020 census. As part of 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan and Fair Housing Equity Plan outreach,
the State conducted a regional meeting in Hardin to get input about community needs.

Participants of the meeting noted the following needs and challenges to increasing affordable
housing stock in the community, which are not unique to Big Horn County; the same could be said
of all but the 7 largest of Montana’s 56 counties:

e Compared with big cities, smaller, rural communities have a more difficult time completing
and utilizing planning documents. Local officials often do not understand the importance of
planning documents in assessing needs, establishing priorities, and moving individual
projects forward. These challenges are also prevalent in tribal communities.

e Unsubsidized projects are not happening in rural areas. The cost of construction and the
absence of contractors are real issues. Some projects don’t get any bids. It’s always
cheaper and easier to build in more populated, better resourced areas. Of note, the newest
home in Hardin was constructed in the early 1980s, and since this time housing needs in
the area have drastically increased.

e More permanent supportive housing is needed. It is very difficult to target extremely low-
income households without providing supportive services. In the absence of supports,
individuals and families are not able to achieve long-term stability in housing.

e Long-term property management is a big hurdle. Local governments don’t want to be in the
property management business. Small communities need more access to qualified
property managers who can ensure compliance with Period of Affordability requirements,
which are complex and costly.

e Rural communities need holistic solutions that address multiple development objectives
simultaneously. Housing is one of many needs, and non-housing needs impact housing
(and vice versa).
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Montana Historical Society
expands Capitol tours to weekends

For people seeking a
special guided experience,
the Montana Historical
Society (MTHS) is now
offering free tours daily
that explore the art,
architecture, and history
of Montana’s Capitol.

“We’ve been delighted
by the interest in our
Capitol tours so far this
summer and are excited
to increase the times and
days they’ll be offered,”
said Darby Bramble,
museum education offi-
cer at MTHS. “Since the
beginning of June, we've
seen more than 600 people
participate in our guided
tours.”

Participants range
from Montana families
to people traveling from
across the globe. The
Capitol is located at 1301
East Sixth Avenue in
Helena.

Starting July 9 and
continuing through Sept.
13, the MTHS will provide
Capitol tours every day of
the week. Monday-Friday
tours start at 9:30 and 11
a.m., and 1:30 and 2:30
p.m. Saturday tours will
be at 9:30 and 11 a.m., and
1:30 p.m. Sunday tours

LOR

are at 11 a.m., and 1:30
and 2:30 p.m.

Since 1902, the
Montana State Capitol
has stood as both a com-
manding symbol of the
past and a bold promise
for the future. Planned
and constructed during
the two decades following
Montana’s admission to
the Union, the building
stands as a tangible dec-
laration of the values and
aspirations of Montana’s
founders.

On July 4, 1899,
Montana’s First
Governor, Joseph K.
Toole announced: “[The
Capitol] will be to the
state what the homestead
is to the citizen, what the
fireside is to the family
... Here should repose the
honor and conscience of
the state by which its cit-
izenship shall be judged
and measured and its
glory achieved and pre-
served.”

At its most funda-
mental level, the Capitol
serves as a home to the
essential workings of
state government. Yet
today, the historically and
architecturally significant

FOUNDATION

structure remains open
to the public and offers
visitors a unique oppor-
tunity to learn about our
Montana’s unique heri-
tage.

Visitors are welcome
to explore the Capitol
on their own using a
self-guided tour book
found onsite. The Capitol
building is open Monday
through Friday, 7 a.m. to
6 p.m., and weekends, 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. The Capitol
building is closed on
Christmas Day and New
Year’s Day and may be
closed to the public occa-
sionally on weekends for
scheduled routine main-
tenance.

Free tours of the his-
toric Original Governor’s
Mansion at 304 No.
Ewing home are offered
this summer Tuesday-
Saturday at noon, and 1,
2, and 3 p.m. For more
details, call/email Darby
Bramble at 406-444-2412 or
darby.bramble2@mt.gov
or visit the Montana
Historical Society website
at: https://mhs.mt.gov/
education/Tours

YOUR COMMUNITY.
YOUR IDEAS.
OUR SUPPORT.

Visit our website
lorfoundation.org

@

Call or text Tabitha Viergutz
(406) 250-5218

The Western News

Regional Input Meeting July 24, 2024

MONTANA

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human

Services are developing the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for Hous-
ing and Community Development (Consolidated Plan) and Fair Housing
Equity Plan (Equity Plan).

What is a Consolidated Plan?

What is an Equity Plan?

In an effort to affirmatively further fair housing, the Departments are
developing a Fair Housing Equity Plan that will be used to identify fair
housing issues in Montana’s communities. Using local, state, and federal
data, fair housing goals will be established to address fair housing priori-
ties over the next five years.

Montana is assessing its affordable housing and community development
needs and market conditions and making data-driven decisions on how to
use federal funding. Using data and public input, the State will determine
priority needs and goals that will guide spending over the next five years
for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment
Partnerships Program (HOME), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), and
National Housing Trust Fund (HTF) funds.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

MT 59923.

We want to hear from you! To inform the development of the Consolidat-
ed Plan and Equity Plan, the public is invited to attend a regional meeting
Wednesday, July 24, 2024, to discuss community development and fair
housing needs. For convenience and accessibility, in-person and virtual
formats will be offered at two separate times: the first meeting will start
at 10:00 am, and the second meeting will start at 5:00 pm. The online
meetings will be conducted via Zoom; the in-person meetings will be held
at Libby City Hall, Ponderosa Room, 952 E Spruce St, Ste 100, Libby,

Registration is optional but encouraged for in-person
attendees; registration is required for virtual attendees
to access the Zoom forum. To register or for more
information, please scan the QR code or visit com-
merce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates.

Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabil-
ities or persons with limited English proficiency who wish to participate
in this process and need an alternative accessible format of presentation
materials or translation services. If you require accommodation, please

contact Commerce at DOCConPlan@mt.gov no later than 5:00 pm on July

17, 2024.

El Departamento de Comercio hard adaptaciones razonables para las
personas con discapacidades o personas con domino limitado del inglés que
deseen participar en este proceso y necesiten un formato accessible alterna-
tivo de materiales de presentacion o servicios de traduccion. Si necesita una
adaptacion, communiques con El Departamento de Comercio en DOCCon-

Plan@mt.gov antes de las 5:00 pm del 17 de julio de 2024.

Have questions? Email DOCConPlan@mt.gov

EQUAL HOUSING
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Classifieds

In print and online at thewesternnews.com

To Place Your Ad

Call Our Professional
Classified Specialists

CLAIMS FOR ERRORS. Read your ad carefully the first day of
publication. Errors must be reported on the first day of publication. We will
only be responsible for one wrong insertion. Please call us immediately.

misceLLANEous MISG FOR SALE HUNTING & FIREARMS GARAGE SALES ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNGEMENTS

MISC WANTED

WANTED TO BUY:

Old Car, Truck, Motorcycle,
also, old signs and license
plates, gas station items
or dealershig items.
Call 406-270-8630 any time.

AUCTIONS/ANTIQUES

PINK CONCERT
TICKETS (2)
Great Seats! In Missoula on
Aug 28th. Best Offer, All Offers
considered 406-250-9591

FIREWOOD/STOVES

LOG TRUCK LOADS OF
FIREWOOD Log Truck
Loads of Firewood. Fir &
Larch, white wood & if
wanted. 406-270-5826

"F' - 2 3 o __' 13 1
REMINGTON Model 1100
MAGNUM Semi-auto
12 gauge shotgun, very
good condition, $650
(priced low to sell from
estate). 406-249-2150
Whitefish

GARAGE SALES

Libby

Public Estate
Auction
Saturday July 13 at 9 AM.
Located at 1385 Overview
Lane, Troy Montana.
Motorhome, Vintage Vehicles,
Boom Truck, Firearms, Tools,
Saddles and Tack, Antiques.
Online Bidding Available.
Visit www.bobbyroshon.com
for full details.

Call
293-4124
to place your
ad today!

FARM EQUIPMENT

I - R o
Kubota Tractor L2550
4x4, Loader, Bucket, Snow
Blade, All manuals, Chains.
Serviced Locally. $7,600 firm
406-471-2940 Text ok

To get rid of
unwanted items
call 293-4124!

[CJ70 visit [visited |

Eureka
[CJ70 visit [Jvisited |

Friday, 7/5, 9am-4pm.
Estate Sale: Snow machines,
4-wheeler, trailers, household

goods, furniture, tools, camping
gear, fencing and so much more

1726 Mills Springs Rd.

CASH FOR CLOTHES
Cash for your old clothes.
Looking for old denim jeans,
jackets, overalls. Work wear,
ranch wear, mining clothes,
military, cowboy etc. | will dig
in barns, cabins, attics, caves,
crawl spaces, | will get dirty
and pay you good for clothes
| find. Anthony 406-740-0120

Connect to the best wireless
home internet with EarthLink.
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G

LTE networks, no contracts,

easy installation, and data
plans up to 300 GB.
Call 855-419-7978

Starting July 4th at 8AM
Multi Family Estate sale
91 Logger Lane - Woodland
Heights Road. Signs will be
Iposted at top of Shaunessy Hill.
Follow signs to Sale.
Come and marvel at the size o
this sale! 1

Friday, 7/5 - Sunday, 7/7,
9am-3pm. Huge Estate Sale!
An entire house, garage &
workshop full of amazing
things! All types of furniture,
exercise & sporting equipment,
clothing & shoes, crafting
supplies, quilting machines,
fishing gear, lawnmowers, 16ft
utility trailer, gardening
equipment, outside decor &
lawn furniture, tools,
automotive, so many
new/unopened items - You
don’t want to miss this one!
Cash Only, No Early Birds
Please! Located in Em Kayan
Village 6.5 miles North on Hwy
93 - follow signs Libby Rd.

Call Today!
Classified Ads Sell!

293-4124

July 4th & 5th Storage Sale
Modern Storage
2 Miles E of Troy - MT HWY 2
9AM - 5PM
Tools,House Hold Items, Glass
Wear, Law Mower, Brand New
Sheet Rock Lift, Baby
Clothing,Hunting Riffle, Brand
New 80V Snow Blower, Water
Raft, Hunting items.

Place your

ad today!
Call 293-4124!

Antique Outdoor Flea Market
Over an acre of antiques and
collectibles from many vendors.
Sunday, July 14th from
9am-5pm at Virgelle, MT.
Off US Highway 87 between
Ft. Benton and Big Sandy.
Sponsored by Virgelle Merc
Antiques. Lunch available.
800-426-2926 or
www.VirgelleMontana.com

Get Dish Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up to $600 In
Gift Cards. Call Today!
855-995-3572

Need a non-commercial
REGISTERED AGENT with
the North Dakota Secretary
of State? Please select MLB

Enterprises during your filing.
For more information contact:
mary.nieuwsma@gmail.com

Get your deduction
ahead of year-end! Donate
your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift,
no-cost vehicle pickup and
secure a generous year-end
tax credit. Call Heritage for the
Blind Today! 855-901-2620

Switch and save up to $250
per year on your talk, text
and data. No contract and no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide coverage.
100% U.S. based customer
service. Limited time offer - get
$50 off on any new account.
Use code GIFT50. For more
information, call 877-324-0193

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!

Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit!
Call 855-762-1508

| Call 293-4124 to Place Your Ad!
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NORTHWEST MONTANA

The Western News

Two men drown Saturday in Glacier National Park

The Western News by the current and into
the gorge.

Glacier National Park
dispatch was alerted at
8:37 a.m. Park camp-
ground staff were on
the scene almost imme-
diately, followed by law
enforcement rangers at
about 9 a.m.

A.L.E.R.T. helicopter
conducted aerial searches
of the creek and more
than 10 rangers scoured
the area, but the person
has not yet been found
and is presumed dead.
Rangers believe the body
is caught underwater in

Wildfire on Lolo Forest
doused by smokejumpers

with filler pumps to deliver water to
the fire line.

The cause of the fire was unknown.

The incident was among a few small
blazes detected across Western Montana
on Thursday.

The Timber Creek incident in west-
ern Mineral County, the School Acres
Road incident in Sanders County and
the MM 85 incident west of Missoula
were each less than 1 acre in size.
Officials said the School Access Road
fire possibly started from an old burn
pile.

Fire danger was rated as low on the
Flathead National Forest and moderate
on the Kootenai and Lolo forests on
Friday.

However, hot and dry conditions are
expected to develop across the region
next week.

Hot and dry weather is expected to
intensify over the next week in western
Montana.

the gorge.

Due to poor visibility
and hazardous conditions,
ongoing search efforts
will be scaled down, but
rangers are monitoring
the area. Avalanche
Creek is at high water
level due to snow melt
runoff and the gorge is
extremely dangerous,
making conditions impos-
sible for rangers to enter
the gorge.

The young man was
living and working in
California and on vaca-
tion with friends.

Saturday evening, a

Two drownings
claimed the lives of two
men in two different
areas of Glacier National
Park Saturday.

A 26-year-old India
man was hiking past the
gorge on Avalanche Lake
Trail when he went into
Avalanche Creek around
8:30 a.m. on Saturday
morning. Friends and wit-
nesses saw him go into
the creek, go underwater
and resurface briefly
before being swept away

The Western News

Smokejumpers attacked a small wild-
fire July 4 that popped up in a forested
area of rural Sanders County.

The 4-acre Fishtrap Fire on the Lolo
National Forest north of Thompson
Falls was quickly contained Friday
after showing moderate behavior.

The initial attack included 10 smoke-
jumpers and firefighting crews from the
Plains/Thompson Falls Ranger District
and Montana DNRC.

According to Sanders County
Wildland Fire Information, 11 firefight-
ers worked the fire Monday and hoped
to put it in controlled status later that
day.

A 20-person Type 2 crew and two
helicopters helped contain the fire and
were mopping up on Friday.

Engines could not be used on the fire
due to access problems and firefighters
tapped into available water sources

MONTANA

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Regional Input Meeting July 24, 2024

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human
Services are developing the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for Hous-
ing and Community Development (Consolidated Plan) and Fair Housing
Equity Plan (Equity Plan).

What is a Consolidated Plan?

Montana is assessing its affordable housing and community development
needs and market conditions and making data-driven decisions on how to
use federal funding. Using data and public input, the State will determine
priority needs and goals that will guide spending over the next five years
for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment
Partnerships Program (HOME), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), and
National Housing Trust Fund (HTF) funds.

What is an Equity Plan?

In an effort to affirmatively further fair housing, the Departments are
developing a Fair Housing Equity Plan that will be used to identify fair
housing issues in Montana’s communities. Using local, state, and federal
data, fair housing goals will be established to address fair housing priori-
ties over the next five years.

We want to hear from you! To inform the development of the Consolidat-
ed Plan and Equity Plan, the public is invited to attend a regional meeting
Wednesday, July 24, 2024, to discuss community development and fair
housing needs. For convenience and accessibility, in-person and virtual
formats will be offered at two separate times: the first meeting will start
at 10:00 am, and the second meeting will start at 5:00 pm. The online
meetings will be conducted via Zoom; the in-person meetings will be held
at Libby City Hall, Ponderosa Room, 952 E Spruce St, Ste 100, Libby,

MT 59923.
[=]
e

Registration is optional but encouraged for in-person
attendees; registration is required for virtual attendees
to access the Zoom forum. To register or for more
information, please scan the QR code or visit com-
merce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates.

Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabil-
ities or persons with limited English proficiency who wish to participate
in this process and need an alternative accessible format of presentation
materials or translation services. If you require accommodation, please

contact Commerce at DOCConPlan@mt.gov no later than 5:00 pm on July

17, 2024.

El Departamento de Comercio hard adaptaciones razonables para las
personas con discapacidades o personas con domino limitado del inglés que
deseen participar en este proceso y necesiten un formato accessible alterna-
tivo de materiales de presentacion o servicios de traduccion. Si necesita una
adaptacion, communiques con El Departamento de Comercio en DOCCon-

Plan@mt.gov antes de las 5:00 pm del 17 de julio de 2024.

Have questions? Email DOCConPlan@mt.gov
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Wed 7/17/24 at 11am

Special Feeder Sale

3620 E. MAIN ST.

LEWISTON, ID 83501
Lewiston Livestock Market

208-743-5506

Clay Bickford 208-792-5090
John Pearson 509-288-0161

able to determine the
location of the body 30
yards offshore and 35-40
feet underwater. The
Flathead County Sheriff’s
dive team responded and
recovered the body at
about 8:20 p.m.

The Nepal native was
living and working in
Portland, Oregon and on
vacation with friends.

Names have not yet
been released. Park offi-
cials have contacted the

28-year-old Nepal man
was swimming with
friends in Lake McDonald
near Sprague Creek
Campground. According
to friends, he was an
inexperienced swimmer.
He was about 30 yards
out when he started to
struggle, went underwater
and never resurfaced.
Dispatch received a
call at about 6:25 p.m.
and rangers were on the
scene by about 6:50 p.m.
A.L.E.R.T. helicopter and Nepal and India consul-
Three Rivers ambulance ates for assistance in con-
responded but stood down tacting next of Kkin.
when park rangers were

LewistonLivestock.com
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Extreme Heat

Heat-related deaths are preventable

[
WHAT: ﬁ i WHO:
Extreme heat or heat waves
occur when the temperature Children Older adults

reaches extremely high levels
or when the combination of 2

heat and humidity causes the A\%

air to become oppressive.

People with disablities

HOW to AVOID;
i =

Stay hydrated with water,
avoid sugary beverages

Stay cool in an

Houses with . o
air conditioned area

little to no AC

Construction
worksites

Wear lightweight, light-colored,
loose-fitting clothes

Outside Temperature 80°

Inside Inside
109° 118°

Time Elapsed: Time Elapsed: Time Elapsed:
20 minutes 40 minutes 60 minutes

HEAT ALERTS: Know the difference.

During extreme heat
the temperature in
your car could

be deadly!

HEAT OUTLOOK m HEAT WARNING/ADVISORY
Minor Major
Excessive Excessive Excessive
heat event in heat event in heat event in

3 to 7 days 12 to 48 hours next 36 hours
Those living in may be ata greater  Most EILEIGEEICTRTIIEREH

risk from the effects of a prolonged heat wave than
those living in rural areas.

occur because of overexposure to heat or
OVer-exercising.

During 1999-2009, an average of

people died each year from
heat in the United States.

$30 B|LL|0N estimated total cost

of the 2012 US drought and heatwave.

can significantly slow the skin's
ability to release excess heat.

e —
For more information on ways to beat the heat please visit:
http://www.cdc.gov/disasters/extremeheat

Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
Office of Public Health
Preparedness and Response

280609-B

THIS IMPORTANT MESSAGE SPONSORED BY THE
FOLLOWING BUSINESSES!

RTHWEST

HC

Community Health Center

425

Center for Asbestos Related Disease

Cabinet Peaks

Medical Center

FAMILY HEALTH
& WELLNESS

WE LISTEN. WE CARE.

T Libby Clinic

Cabinet Peaks Clinics
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Wednesday, July 10, 2024

Blotter

Continued FROM page 7

nal and failure to carry proof
of insurance.

6:46 p.m. - Dispatch re-
ceived a call regarding a
child on a go-kart driving it
around and kicking up rocks
and hitting vehicles.

8:42 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 and
3rd St and the driver was giv-
en a speed warning.

8:50 p.m. - A domestic vio-
lence situation was reported
on Highway 93 N and Di-
onne Nadon was arrested for
Partner or Family Member
Assault.

9:13 p.m. - LCSO received
a criminal mischief report on
Iowa Flats Rd and a report
was taken.

9:37 p.m. - LCSO received
an animal control/cruelty
complaint at Pine Cone Ln.
A report was taken.

10:32 p.m. - EPD received
reports of fireworks at Moens
Loop.

July 4

4:01 a.m. - LCSO respond-
ed to a residential alarm on
Tree Farm Tr.

9:07 a.m. - EPD received a
911 hang up call from Moun-
tain View Dr.

10:10 a.m. - EVAS re-
sponded to a medical call on
Pluid Rd and provided trans-
portation.

11:00 - EPD received a 911
hang up call from Osloski Rd.

1:26 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Dewey and 5th
and the driver was given a
warning for a turn signal vio-
lation.

1:39 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 and
the driver was given a warn-
ing for stop sign violation.

1:47 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 and
Crystal Lakes and the driv-
er was given a warning for
speeding and failing to show
proof of insurance.

1:53 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 and
4th and the driver was given
a warning for an obstructed
rear plate.

2:06 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 Indi-
an Springs and the driver was
given a speed warning.

2:11 p.m. - LCSO took a
report of a neighbor blasting
music again on Terning Dr E
and disturbing the peace.

2:20 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 and
the driver was given a warn-
ing for stop sign violation.

4:04 p.m. - LCSO received
a traffic complaint but were
unable to locate it.

4:07 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 and
Riverside and the driver was
given a speed warning.

4:14 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped and the driver was
given a warning for speeding
and having an obstructed tag.

7:50 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 and
3rd and the driver was given
a speed warning.

7:57 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 and
the driver was given a warn-
ing for driving the wrong way
on a one way street.

8:30 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 at
mile marker 170 and an oc-
cupant was given a warning.

8:37 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped and the driver was
given a speed warning.

9:32 p.m. - LCSO received
a call from an alarm com-

pany regarding a commercial
burglar alarm going off on
Highway 93 N.

9:39 p.m. - EPD received a
report of fireworks on 12th
St. A report was taken.

11:20 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 E
View Dr and the driver was
given a warning for brake
lights.

11:36 p.m. - LCSO received
a report regarding an empty
truck on fire on Sophie Dr.
The caller stated that they
had pushed it away from the
residence as far as possible.

July 5

12:17 a.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 N
and Tobacco Rd and the
driver was given a warning
for being in violation of his
learner’s permit. It was re-
ported that a licensed driver
would drive the vehicle back
to the residence.

12:39 a.m. - EPD received
areport of fireworks but were
unable to locate them.

12:41 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 and
the driver was given a speed
warning.

6:45 a.m. - EVAS respond-
ed to a medical call on Tripp
Tr. No transportation was re-
quired.

9:36 am. - A vehicle was
stopped on Purdy Rd and
the driver was given a speed
warning.

9:47 am. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 at
mile marker 177 and the
driver was given a speed
warning.

9:54 a.m. - A vehicle was
stopped and the driver was
given a speed warning.

10:03 a.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Glen Lake and
Highway and the driver was
given a citation for speeding.

10:43 a.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Sandhill and
Highway and the driver was
given a speed warning.

11:34 a.m. - LCSO gave or
received information.

2:24 p.m. - LCSO respond-
ed to a welfare check on Val-
ley View Dr.

3:35 p.m. - LCSO received
reports of a disturbance. A
report was taken.

4:42 p.m. - EPD received a
report of harassment.

5:25 p.m. - EPD gave a ci-
tation for careless driving
resulting in damage to the
Town Pump sign and to a ve-
hicle.

6:46 p.m. - WKFD re-
ceived a report regarding a
fire at Dodge Creek Rd by
Rush Lake.

9:52 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped and the driver was
given a warning for a stop
sign violation.

10:52 p.m. - The United
States Forest Service received
reports of fireworks.

11:21 p.m. - LCSO received
a report regarding someone
still shooting off fireworks.

July 6

12:14 a.m. - LCSO received
a report that fireworks were
still going off.

7:21 am. - LCSO gave or
received information.

9:39 a.m. - EVAS respond-
ed to a medical call and pro-
vided transportation.

10:59 a.m. - LCSO received
a 911 hang up call.

11:29 am. - A vehicle was
stopped on S Rolling Hills
and the driver was given a
warning for a stop sign viola-
tion.

11:41 am. - EVAS re-
sponded to a medical call and

transportation was provided.

12:21 p.m. - LCSO re-
sponded to an abandoned
vehicle.

12:58 p.m. - EPD took a
report regarding a theft.

2:55 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 and
Sand Hill Rd and the driver
was given a speed warning.

3:01 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on HIghway 93 and
Roe Rd and the driver was
given a speed warning.

3:09 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Douglas Hill and
the driver was given a warn-
ing for speeding, not carry-
ing proof of insurance, no
Montana Driver’s License
and no vehicle registration.

3:21 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 and
the driver was given a warn-
ing for a stop sign violation.

3:41 p.m. - EVAS respond-
ed to a medical call. No
transportation was required.

4:41 p.m. - LCSO received
2 911 hang up calls with no
answer.

6:36 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 S and
the driver was given a speed
warning.

7:19 p.m. - EVAS respond-
ed to a medical call on Fort-
ine Creek Rd. No transporta-
tion was required.

7:51 p.m. - LCSO received
a report regarding a traffic
accident and injury. The re-
porter stated that a motor-
cycle had crashed. Medical
transportation was required.

July 7

3:18 a.m. - United States
Border Patrol received a
mental health call.

7:49 a.m. - LCSO respond-
ed to a welfare check on
Meadow Creek Rd.

9:19 a.m. - LCSO received
a 911 hang up call from
Highway 37.

9:47 a.m. - LCSO received
a 911 hang up call from Pow-
der Run.

10:22 a.m. - LCSO received
a 911 hang up call from Pluid
Rd.

10:29 a.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Lindsay Rd and
the driver was given a speed
warning.

11:06 a.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Glen Lake and
the driver was given a speed
warning.

11:19 a.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Crystal Lake Rd
and the driver was given a
speed warning.

12:19 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Dewey and 2nd
and the driver was given a
speed warning.

2:00 p.m. - Dispatch gave
or received information on/
from Dancing Prairie Ln.

2:34 p.m. - LCSO received
a misdialed 911 call from
Koocanusa Estates.

3:07 p.m. - LCSO received
a trespassing report. The
caller stated that a male in a
truck came onto his property
at Vrendenburg Rd and that
the male was attempting to
kayak on a private lake. A re-
port was taken.

3:33 p.m. - LCSO received
a 911 hang up call from
Koocanusa Estates.

4:58 p.m. - EVAS respond-
ed to a medical call on Grave
Creek Rd. Transportation
was provided.

5:31 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on W Kootenai Rd
and the driver was given a
citation for having no mo-
torcycle endorsement, no
rear plate, and for riding on a
paved road.

7:09 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Tobacco Rd and
the driver was given a speed
warning.

8:18 p.m. - An animal
control/complaint/cruelty
report was taken at 3rd Ave
E where the caller stated
that she had chased off three
Husky-type dogs that were

attacking a fawn. A report
was taken.

8:45 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 and
14th St and the driver was
given a warning for a stop
sign violation.

9:41 p.m. - EPD received
an animal control/com-
plaint/cruelty call regarding

two dogs running around
and causing havoc on 5th
Ave E. A report was taken,

11:47 p.m. - A vehicle was
stopped on Highway 93 and
11th St and the driver was
given a warning for a head-
light out.

BEARGRASS ABLOOM

Sprays of beargrass adorn the hillsides along the path to Therriault Pass over the Fourth of July
weekend. Krista Nemeroff photo.

What is an Equity Plan?
In an effort to affirmatively further fair housing, the Departments are developing a Fair
Housing Equity Plan that will be used to identify fair housing issues in Montana’s

communities. Using local, state, and federal data, fair housing goals will be established
to address fair housing priorities over the next five years.

What is a Consolidated Plan?
Montana is assessing its affordable housing and community development needs and
market conditions and making data-driven decisions on how to use federal funding.
Using data and public input, the State will determine priority needs and goals that will
guide spending over the next five years for Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG), HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME), Emergency Solutions
Grant (ESG), and National Housing Trust Fund (HTF) funds.

Regional Input Meeting July 24, 2024

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human Services are
developing the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community
Development (Consolidated Plan) and Fair Housing Equity Plan (Equity Plan).

MT 59923.

Registration is optional but encouraged for in-person attendees;
registration is required for virtual attendees to access the Zoom forum. To
register or for more information, please scan the QR code or

visit commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/Updates.

Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities or
persons with limited English proficiency who wish to participate in this process and
need an alternative accessible format of presentation materials or translation
services. If you require accommodation, please contact Commerce at
DOCConPlan@mt.gov no later than 5:00 pm on July 17, 2024.

julio de 2024.

We want to hear from you! To inform the development of the Consolidated Plan and
Equity Plan, the public is invited to attend a regional meeting Wednesday, July 24,
2024, to discuss community development and fair housing needs. For convenience and
accessibility, in-person and virtual formats will be offered at two separate times: the
first meeting will start at 10:00 am, and the second meeting will start at
5:00 pm. The online meetings will be conducted via Zoom; the in-person meetings will
be held at Libby City Hall, Ponderosa Room, 952 E Spruce St, Ste 100, Libby,

=]

El Departamento de Comercio hara adaptaciones razonables para las personas con
discapacidades o personas con domino limitado del inglés que deseen participar en
este proceso y necesiten un_formato accessible alternativo de materiales de
presentacién o servicios de traduccién. Si necesita una adaptacién, communiques con
El Departamento de Comercio en DOCConPlan@mt.gov antes de las 5:00 pm del 17 de

Have questions? Email DOCConPlan@mt.gov




2025-2029 Consolidated Plan and Fair Housing Equity Plan Regional Meeting
Post-Meeting Report Out

Meeting Location: Libby, Ponderosa Room

Meeting Date: 7/24/2024

Meeting Time/s: 10am and 5pm

In-Person Meeting Facilitators: Gus Byrom, Jeanette Blize, Rosie Goldich

Virtual Meeting Facilitator/s: Janelle Egli

What were the highlights of the conversation?

- Lackof childcare: affordability, availability, and quality
o Lot of community support (from a variety of sectors) for childcare initiatives
o Z25 coordinator (Dorey Rowland) attended - strong childcare coalition with capacity
- Strong capacity, lack of organization and structure
o Need better communication between coalition leaders to coordinate and not duplicate
efforts
i.e. housing and childcare coalitions working in tandem
need a plan to address volunteer burnout and fatigue
potentially involve UW and MCF
LOR Foundation support
o Strong community bond, more word of mouth
- Major employers: hospitals, government, forest service, schools
- Growing gap between working class and higher income individuals
o Creating mistrust of public officials that might be influenced by higher income individuals
who don’t support low income housing (NIMBYism)
- Younger individuals and seniors cannot find affordable housing
o Wants to close generational gap
o Younger people are moving to the cities for education/jobs and not coming back
- Younger people are not engaged in local public processes
o Fear of speaking out and engaging against majority

O O O O

Summarize comments on Consolidated Plan provided (if any).

- Economic development: lack of workforce due to lack of workforce housing and childcare
o Tourism: hurting workforce housing (apartments are turned into vacation rentals)
Lack of FTE jobs
Seasonal, low-paying part time jobs
Locals can’t compete in rental market with tourists
Disappointment surround the SPUR that Commerce funded that didn’t go anywhere,
questioned vetting process of business applicants for viability
o Change in industries (no longer primarily logging/mining); going from FTE to part-time,
seasonal labor

©]
©]
©]
©]
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o FVCCis nota strong partner in the community
Homelessness: formal association to support unhoused individuals
o Lincoln County Ministerial Association organizing coordination between hospital, police
force and providing hotel rooms for unhoused

o South Lincoln County Housing Solutions
= Jan/Feb homelessness town hall created forward momentum
= Library being a great resource
= Need training to assist unhoused population with trauma-informed approach

Summarize comments on Equity Plan provided (if any).

Need workforce housing (specifically stated teachers and nurses)
Need to assist private developers create affordable housing development projects that pencil out
People are creating ADUs without going through proper channels and regulations to ensure that
they are inhabitable per health & safety standards

o Ex. Converting garage into ADU, leading to potential toxic exposure
Zach from LCPHD: potential housing needs assessment in process
How do we know if housing is equitable? Looking at rental rates, mortgage rates, waitlists for
public housing, rental agencies
Concern about lack of developers who actually want to build affordable housing

o Too many “McMansions” and not enough “normal” housing available
Concern around suitability and safety of rental units

o Health and safety risks of substandard housing

o Distrust of landlords

Additional notes?

Follow up meeting with Dorey scheduled for Monday, July 29
Need to identify potential funding sources
Northwest CAP can apply on behalf of Lincoln County, Libby
Ideas for improved outreach:
o Analog outreach (radio ads, flyers)
o Need to work with local library and churches on getting word out about these types of
meetings
Community members working with youth court probation individuals (??)
Realtor in Eureka working with community members on providing affordable housing

Follow-up:

Jeanette to email Sam (city admin) with Collin & Jessica for LSL inventory

Rosie/Jeanette to connect with Dorey Rowland (zero to five coordinator)

Doug would like to know the amount of total HUD funding in Lincoln County (Rosie will pull from
CAPER)

Jeanette will send links to state data sources (CEIC) and link to housing data on CMT site
Should work with realtors and title company (to get word out about meetings)

Page __ of ___



eila, Howard, Maven, Nels, Hadassah, and Kaiden and then Krystal's mom, Sherrie Bassett, .

School Held In Opheim

m Communi-

THE GLASGOW COURIER, WEDNESDAY, JULY 17, 2024 -3

The children have learned

¢ Boys Summer Outfits & PJ's g
# Mens T-Shirts & Shorts =~ (.
A @ ¢ Swim Trunks '
c 7 N
W 114 5th St. S. Glasgow, Mt.

Tues. - Fri. 10 - 5:30 / Sar. 10 - 4 » Elleboutiquemt.com

AL DOG & CAT CLINIC

Sponsored by the Glasgow Police Dept. in conjunction with Valley Veterinary Clinic

Saturday, July 20, 2024 - 11am-12 pm
at the Police Department, 80 Airport Road, Glasgow

sT -
$5 for a neutered /
spayed animal
$20 for a non-spayed /
neutered animal

Get your pets their
shots and city license.

@

0

We look forward to
seeing you there.

JANET BAILEY / FOR THE COURIER
irson, and the children are Elizabeth (in Tyler’s arms), Newton Jr., Cayson, Ezra, Kaméra, Orin,

DATE: JULY 2024

tion for their “everyday” lives.

RE: CURB, GUTTER, & SIDEWALK PROGRAM

An “ice cream social” cli-
maxed the event on Friday
afternoon.

y 10-12. The about ordinary men who were
le Schoolwas  friends with the King of the

»f God.” Universe! This was an Inspira- Attention Glasgow residents!

Ts your curb, gutter, or sidewalk in need of
replacement? The City of Glasgow is here to help!

NITY CALENDAR

Here’s how it works:
$ Contact the Public Works Department at
406-228-2476 ext. 8 or email

rdees@cityofglasgowmt.com and tell us

with the Fire 7:30 p.m.—Bonnie & Clyde  Glasgow Police Department
gat6:30p.m. at the Fort Peck Summer The-  in conjunction with the Valley what you need. »
by Sideways atre. For tickets and info. call Veterinary Clinic, will have ¢ We'll assess your request and provide a
: 1;(n*ovided by 4061;t5h26;r9943 or visit fort- ﬂﬁg agrlmal dogP a111d cz;; :}l)lan:tc competitive price.
ck. pecktheatre.org. at the Glasgow Police - ] STt
19 Saturday, July 20 ment, Get your pets their shots ¢ We'll get bids from local contractors and
- Valley Vet- 9 a.m. —Fore The Kids Cup  and city license. select the best value.
/accine Clinic Tournament at Sunnyside. 7:30 p.m. — Bonnie & Clyde # You'll receive a clear estimate for the work on
rehall. Registration i¢ at 9 a.m., with  at the Fort Peck Summer The- your property.
oin the Valley  tee off at 10 a.m. Call Sunny- atre. For tickets and ﬁn.t"o. call # If you approve, just sign an agreement with
>roject for a  side to signup, 406-228-9519.  406-526-9943 or visit fort- the Ci
ke. This is a 9—1 p.m. First Aid, AED pecktheatre.org. ; ty: b .
ier and games - and CPR Training at FMDH . Sunday, July 21 & We 11 handle the payment directly with the
amily at East Ambulance Barn, 310 Mahon ' 4 p.m. - Bonnie & Clyde-at contractor.
n Fort Peck. Street. Register by calling the Fort Peck Summer Theatre. 4 You can pay over 10 interest-free-
ntacting Karla Connie at 406-228-3648. Y"ou For tickets am.i %nfo. call 406- installments added to your taxes.
louffe, Becky can leave a message. Deadline  526-9943 or visit fortpeckthe-

irson, Stacey
calling 406-

to register is Thursday, July
18,5 p.m. .
11 a.m. - Noon — The

Upgrade your property hassle-free with the
City of Glasgow’s support! Contact us today!

atre.org.

See COMMUNITY CALENDAR Page 4A

r Children For School

d not at-  are currently living OUTSIDE
this past ofthe Glasgow School District
ir school attendance area, but are still
sow.k12. interested in your child attend-
:“ICOn- ing Glasgow Schools please
»nonthe print and fill out the student
ctlinkis: attendance agreement at this
ud2.in- link: https://drive.google.com/
;ampus/  file/d/In02s2WSVIF4Q3s0c-
n/login/ 8MZDR1CePz73QFyh/view.
config- The attendance agreement
can be returned via email to:
passage gsdla@glasgow.k12.mt.us or
; “Open  dropped off at the Glasgow
oes into  School Administration Office
a for the (229 7th St. N.) in Glasgow.
. If you Enjoy your summer!!

ies at Nemownt Manor

se contact Delee at the office — (406) 228-4306

esday | Thursday Friday Saturday
124 July 25 July 26 July 27
1m. Tam.
rcise Walking

1:00 p.m.
A (rafts with
1go A

Jennie

Ifyou would like to join the Arts & Crafts Sessions
e contact Jennie Mason at jennie@craftingReimagined,com

1 I 1
Thursday, July 25 A
wm, AuGratin Potatoes, Garlic / B
Butter Vegetables, Peaches

TN

Moxu
Friday, July 26 Sewior
Pot Roast, Roasted Carrots, ( Citizests
Loaded Mashed Potatoes, S IS
Dessert Bar Z

+ Home Delivered Meals are
Monday - Friday except for holidays.

1als normally served at the Glasgow Senior Center
ill be at the Cottonwood Inn during the month of

ly. Please call 406-228-9500 by noon the preceding day
ysecure a reservation. Suggested donation is $6/meal.

‘MONT SENIOR APARTMENTS
1100 4TH AVESS. !
GLASGOW, MT 59230
406-228-4306 TTY 711
Wonday- Friday 8AM- 4PM

ts is located at the southwest boundary of the ity of
d older of Valley County. Offering spacious 1 bedroom
on-site staff and maintenance, and all paid

» perfect place to call home in Glasgow. Qé&

MONTANA

Ill DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Regional Input Meeting August 1, 2024

The Montana Departments of Commerce and Public Health and Human Services are
developing the State’s 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community
Development (Consolidated Plan) and Fair Housing Equity Plan (Equity Plan).

Whati onsolidated Plan? )
Montana is assessing its affordable housing and community development needs and
market conditions and making data-driven decisions on how to use federal funding. -
Using data and public input, the State will determine priority needs and goals that
will guide spending over the next five years for Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME), Emergency
Solutions Grant (ESG), and National Housing Trust Fund (HTF) funds.

at is an Equity Plan?
In an effort to affirmatively further fair housing, the Departments are developing
a Fair Housing Equity Plan that will be used to identify fair housing issues in
Montana’s communities. Using local, state, and federal data, fair housing goals will
be established to address fair housing priorities over the next five years.

We want to hear from you! To inform the development of the Consolidated Plan and
Equity Plan, the public is invited to attend a regional meeting Thursday, August 1,
2024, to discuss community development-and fair housing needs. For convenience
and accessibility, in-person and virtual formats will be offered at two separate times:
the first meeting will start at 9:00 am, and the second meeting will start
at 12:30 pm. The online meetings will be conducted via Zoom; the in-person
meetings will be held at Cottonwood Inn & Suites, 54250 US Highway 2,
Glasgow, MT 59230.
E Registration is optional but encouraged for in-person attendees;
= registration is required for virtual attendees to access the Zoom |
forum. To register or for more information, please scan the

QR code or visit commerce.mt.gov/Consolidated-Plan/
Updates. _ :

Commerce will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities
or persons with limited English proficiency who wish to participate in this
process and need an alternative accessible format of presentation materials or
translation services. If you require accommodation, please contact Commerce at
DOCConPlan@mt.gov no later than 5:00 pm on July 25, 2024.

El Departamento de Comercio hard adaptaciones razonables para las personas
con discapacidades o personas con domino limitado del inglés que deseen
participar en este proceso y necesiten un formato accessible alternativo de
materiales de presentacién o servicios de traduccién. Si necesita una adaptacién,
communiques con El Departamento de Comercio en DOCConPlan@mt.gov antes
de las 5:00 pm del 25 de julio de 2024.

Have questions? Email DOCConPlan@mt.gov

=
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Department of Commerce Consolidated Plan

Regional Meeting in Glasgow

When: Thursday, August 1, 2024

Time: 9:00 a.m.

Where: Cottonwood Inn & Suites 54250 US Highway 2 Glasgow, MT 59230 (Map) or Virtual
Register to attend in person here, this is optional.

Register in advance for the Zoom webinar here (9:00 a.m.)

Meeting Notes:

Rosie started the meeting with the PowerPoint and started the recording.
Introductions:

o MDOC Staff: Rosie G., Julie F., Janelle E, Gus B., Chandler R., Stephanie C.

o Other attendees: Emily Hale (Eastern MT John Tester), Lisa Fried De Reyes
(NWMT-Sanders County), Tammi Fladager (Commissioner Elect Daniels
County), Carilla French (Havre HRDC), Jen Gursky (Helena YWCA)

Emily Hale: No additional comment from Tester’s Office

Tammi Fladager: Q: Can we use these funds to rehabilitate properties, including
removing the unlivable homes? A: Julie Flynn responded with a confirmation on the
funds that could be used to accomplish these tasks. Julie also included her information
in case there was an interest for further discussion.

Carilla; Comment: Says a lack of affordable housing stock and subsidized housing. She
said that folks in the area have issues with finding housing and finding housing that can
meet voucher assistance this is both with big and smaller towns. The costs of
infrastructure is high that hinders new and rehab construction projects. The living wage
for community members is not high enough to afford to live in that area anymore.
Businesses can’t afford higher wages too. She mentioned there are some needs around
homelessness as well even though it is not visible. It is still there and present so there is
a need for additional education and understanding the needs.

Tammi: Comment: It would be nice to have a plan/program for areas that don't usually
have the problem but have random homeless people.

Carilla: Comment: There is a huge area of MT where there are no available shelters.
Can’t find housing to pay for rent like with ESG. She does mention that there was the
ESFG but there was a lack of capacity to apply and manage. Churches help mostly as a
resource for this.

Jen G: Comment: She mentioned that at least 50% of the new clients are from rural
areas or reservations. This is continuing to lack that support in rural areas and
increasing the needs in more urban areas.

Carilla: Q: Partnership question that Rosie posed: A: Nonprofits and faith groups are
mostly doing the partnerships and hard to get buy in from certain governments,
businesses, and private sectors. She mentions that there has been some increase
interaction and partnership with police/ law enforcement.

Lisa: Comment: Sanders County with a needs for subsidized housing and a need of
ADA compliance. Some housing stock is aging. Workforce housing needs- restaurant,
school, or hospitals employees.

Carilla: Comment: Job vacancy remains because there is no housing available for them
to stay and live for many law enforcement and health. The average housing costs are
too high and more affordable housing is uninhabitable.


https://maps.app.goo.gl/A3DH7xhQ3iBiaGoJ6
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mEypBw_zu0q9ftY_hyDcAsKS40YcM9dHlKRzUAApmvRUNVlZSUNDUEFSTDNNSlcyMkpDVEUwWFEwRy4u
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qsA4EEpkSeSIqBr68XWHnw

- Tammi: Q: Can we use the funds to convert some of these derelict houses to childcare
centers? A: From Rosie did comment on CDBG community facilities and also with ED
on job creation.

- Jen G: Comments: They do have childcare facilities. She mentions that childcare does
affect the 5 goals listed in the Con Plan. They have determined that getting the childcare
programs together was really hard, but has shown to be very affective as part of their
other goals and programs. There is a lack of funding available in general but definitely
with childcare.

- Carilla: Comments: Their agency did a community needs assessment which their most
recent showed there was a huge issue with a lack of childcare that would support
employment. There is enough childcare to serve 15% of the children in the area. This
affects so many other areas of family’s live. The best beginning scholarships is lessening
across the state and limits the service to rural areas. There is a lack of transportation too
which affects everything.

Meeting ended at 10:12am



Department of Commerce Consolidated Plan

Regional Meeting in Glasgow

When: Thursday, August 1, 2024

Time: 12:30

Where: Cottonwood Inn & Suites 54250 US Highway 2 Glasgow, MT 59230 (Map) or Virtual
Register to attend in person here, this is optional.

Register in advance for the Zoom webinar here (9:00 a.m.) or here (12:30 p.m.).

Meeting Notes:

Rosie started the meeting with the PowerPoint and started the recording.
Introductions:

o MDOC Staff: Rosie G., Janelle E, Chandler R., Stephanie C., Julie F.

o Other attendees: Tori M (Great Northern Development Corporation), Jim J
(Madison County Housing Coordinator with HRDC 9 partnership), Kody B
(Hospital CEO Scobey), Shane (NW Energy)

Tori- Comment: They did receive a grant from housing MCR bill 819 that will do a study
for a large part of Eastern MT for housing too. 2025 May-June hope to have done.
Kody- Comment: Retention and recruiting hospital employees with workforce housing.
Tori- Comment: Saying that workforce housing is hard for certain areas because of the
income level cap for federal funds.

Janelle- Comment: Also, trying to do mix income levels for projects and thinking of the
POA.

Tori: Q: Asked about the cap in asking for CDBG. A: Rosie and Julie gave response.
Tori: Comment: Asking about demo and infrastructure. Saying it could be cheaper to
demo and add on manufactured housing. Hard to get developers out to work in Eastern,
MT. A: Rosie saying we could add this as slum or blight if the response comes up more
and should be evaluated to and determined to be added for the state CDBG Con Plan.
Shane: Comment: Young professionals beginning of career and can’t afford housing.
Julie F: Comment: In Scobey mayor asked about demoing homes and building new
homes.

Jim: Comment: Saying there is a Bozeman bubble leaking into Madison County that is
affecting young professionals.

Rosie- wrapped up on how to submit official comments again.

End of meeting at 1:30pm.


https://maps.app.goo.gl/A3DH7xhQ3iBiaGoJ6
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mEypBw_zu0q9ftY_hyDcAsKS40YcM9dHlKRzUAApmvRUNVlZSUNDUEFSTDNNSlcyMkpDVEUwWFEwRy4u
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qsA4EEpkSeSIqBr68XWHnw
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Lh3WU2UoQjG3o26-puTdjg
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