
Best Business Practices for 
Montana Filmmakers
They don’t call it “show business” for nothing!



Montana Department of Commerce 
Film Office
Mission and Purpose

Our mission is to market Montana as a 
business destination for film production 
companies and to ensure the state is film 
friendly. 
Our purpose is to build and support 
partnerships with filmmakers by promoting 
the creation and expansion of Montana film 
industry jobs and serving as advocates for 
Montana film industry professionals.

We strive to enhance Montana’s economy 
by:
• Expanding film production in the state
• Advertising Montana as open for 

business
• Increasing job opportunities
• Promoting the growth of small 

businesses
• Promoting tourism



Economic Impact of Montana’s 
Filmmaking Industry
Production Data 2022 – 2024

• Number of Productions: 167
• Total Local Direct Spending: $149.9 Million
• Total Direct Spending: $334.0 Million
• Total Local Economic Impact: $312.2 Million
• Total Jobs: 1,320 FTE
• Employee Compensation: $95.8 Million
• Total Tax Revenue $22.2 Million



Best Business Practices

Readiness Checklist

 Is a formally organized business

 Has received a tax identification number 
from the IRS

 Has completed an IRS Form W-9 

 Is registered with the Montana 
Secretary of State’s Office or will 
immediately register should an award 
be made

 Has business/commercial General 
Liability policy or quote

 Has Standard Production Liability 
Insurance policy or quote

 Is able to demonstrate compliance with 
the Montana Workers Compensation Act

 Has a business bank account



Organization Structure

Common Business Structures

• Sole Proprietor (individual)
• General Partnership
• Limited Liability Partnership (LLP)
• Limited Liability Company (LLC)
• Corporation (C corp or S corp or 

Nonprofit) 

Choose carefully:
Business structure affects the 
owner’s/owners’ taxes, employee 
considerations, the ability to raise 
money/fund projects, required filing and 
registration, personal liability and more. 



Business structure Ownership Liability Taxes

Sole proprietorship One person Unlimited personal liability Self-employment tax
Personal tax

Partnerships Two or more people Unlimited personal liability unless 
structured as a limited partnership

Self-employment tax (except for 
limited partners)
Personal tax

Limited liability company (LLC) One or more people Owners are not personally liable Self-employment tax
Personal tax or corporate tax

Corporation - C corp One or more people Owners are not personally liable Corporate tax

Corporation - S corp •100 people or fewer
•certain trusts and estates
•no partnerships, corporations, or 
non-resident aliens

Owners are not personally liable Personal tax

Corporation - benefit corporation One or more people Owners are not personally liable Corporate tax

Corporation - Nonprofit One or more people Owners are not personally liable Tax-exempt, but corporate profits 
can't be distributed



Register with the Montana Secretary of 
State’s Office
Register the Assumed          
Business Name  
• Doing business as (DBA) doesn’t give 

legal protection, but it might be legally 
required

• Entity name protects you at a state level
• Trademark protects you at a federal level
• Domain name protects your business 

website address

Register the Business  

• Get a registered agent for all businesses 
other than Sole Proprietor (individual 
business owner)

• A registered agent receives official 
papers and legal documents on behalf of 
your company

• Many business owners prefer to use a 
registered agent service rather than take 
on this role themselves



Federal Tax Identification Number

Obtain a Federal Tax ID

• An Employer Identification Number 
(EIN) is a business’s unique number 
issued by the IRS that identifies the 
business.

• Apply online IRS Form SS-4

• Receive verification/confirmation letter 
IRS Notice CP 575



IRS Form W-9
• What is the purpose of the form?

• Who needs to complete?  

• Who requests the form and how it is 
used?

• Extremely important to have current, 
correct and complete W-9 on file with 
Montana Department of Commerce.

Common errors:

• Form is outdated; must use current form 
for current year

• Line 1 and Line 2 not completed 
correctly – must match the business 
structure

• Line 3a and 3b not correct

• Missing signature 

• Signature date is older than 12 months



Business Insurance

Requirements

• General Liability – commercial policy 
• Standard Production Insurance – 

Island Marine policy
• Workers’ Compensation Act 

compliance



State and Federal Licenses
• Filmmakers may need specific permits to access various 

jurisdictions for commercial filmmaking: Bureau of Land 
Management, Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks, National Park 
Service, etc. We can assist; information is available online. 

• Drone pilot license 



Applying for the Big Sky Film Grant

Best Practices

• Review the application guidelines and 
administration manual posted online.

• Gather required information and 
documents; save in easily accessible 
folder on desktop; label documents 
appropriately, i.e. “Budget,” 
“Registration with State of Montana,” 
“General Liability Policy,” “Script,” “Crew 
List.” 

• Request amount award based on 
proposed Montana expenses; do not 
ask for more.

• Budget should align with details of the 
production.

• Financial plan should demonstrate 
project is fully funded and not solely 
dependent upon a BSFG award.



BSFG Best Practices
• Think like a member of the review 

committee: Present information in 
concise, cohesive and complete 
application.

• Complete ALL fields unless marked 
optional.

• Provide explanation or attachment to 
support non-conformity, i.e. a 
documentary may not have a full script; 
provide an outline instead.

• Apply only in the appropriate category: 
resident or non-resident.

• Fully leverage all special considerations 
that apply; they will likely impact and 
elevate your application.

• If claiming 30% or more of the crew are 
Montana residents, you must list the 
proposed position and city in Montana 
where they reside. 

• Understand what “accreditation” means 
and how to demonstrate it on the 
application.

• Do not wait until the last week, days, 
minutes to start your application!



Big Sky Film Grant Online Application

Grants and Loans Portal

• Sign in to the Grants and Loans Portal 
located on the Department of 
Commerce home page.

• Login or Create OKTA account for the 
BUSINESS; this should be associated 
with the business email address and 
separate from personal OKTA account.

• Select the appropriate grant 
application. There are four BSFG 
categories; select only one.

• Complete all application fields.
• Save draft of application.
• Return to edit as needed.
• Submit final application by deadline.



https://montana.servicenowservices.com/mtgl



https://montana.servicenowservices.com/mtgl



https://montana.servicenowservices.com/mtgl



Resources
• IRS Small Business and Self-Employed Tax Center                                  

https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed

• Montana Department of Commerce Film Office                         
https://commerce.mt.gov/Business/Programs-and-Services/Montana-Film-Office/

• Montana Department of Commerce Small Business Development Center (SBDC) 
https://commerce.mt.gov/Business/Programs-and-Services/Small-Business-Development-Center/ 

• Montana Department of Labor and Industry   
https://erd.dli.mt.gov/work-comp-regulations/

• Montana Grants & Loans Portal                                                        
https://montana.servicenowservices.com/mtgl

• Montana Secretary of State’s Office Business Services                                                             
https://biz.sosmt.gov/

• SBDC Business Startup Checklist                                                 
https://commerce.mt.gov/Business/Programs-and-Services/Small-Business-Development-
Center/services/Business-Start-Up-Checklist

• OKTA single sign-on portal for the State of Montana                                                             
https://okta.mt.gov/

https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed
https://commerce.mt.gov/Business/Programs-and-Services/Montana-Film-Office/
https://commerce.mt.gov/Business/Programs-and-Services/Small-Business-Development-Center/
https://erd.dli.mt.gov/work-comp-regulations/
https://montana.servicenowservices.com/mtgl
https://biz.sosmt.gov/
https://commerce.mt.gov/Business/Programs-and-Services/Small-Business-Development-Center/services/Business-Start-Up-Checklist
https://commerce.mt.gov/Business/Programs-and-Services/Small-Business-Development-Center/services/Business-Start-Up-Checklist
https://okta.mt.gov/


Montana Department of 
Commerce Film Office 
Allison Whitmer - Film Commissioner
406 841 2881 | allison.whitmer@mt.gov

Laura Benedict - Operations Coordinator
406 841 2764 | laura.benedict@mt.gov

Emma Brandt - Multimedia Coordinator
406 841 2876 | emma.brandt@mt.gov

Kev Campbell – Media Incentive & Grant Specialist
406 841 2883 | k2campbell@mt.gov

Dan Molloy - Projects & Locations Coordinator
406 841 2880 | dan.molloy@mt.gov
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