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Rural Tourism Asset Grant Program 

TAG Scoring Process and Criteria 

Evaluation and Scoring 

There are two steps in the scoring process for TAG applications. First, the Montana 

Department of Commerce’s Destination MT Division staff screen for eligibility to make 

sure the applicants meet the basic criteria. If an applicant fails to meet any of the 

eligibility criteria, their submission will be considered ineligible and will not be reviewed 

by the review committee. Second, a scoring panel scores each application based on 

three categories. There is a maximum score of 200 points. If you have any questions, 

please contact Destination MT staff at tourismgrants@mt.gov. 

 

Eligibility Question 2: Is the entity an eligible organization?  

• Pass/Fail 

Question 3: Is the entity located in Montana?  

• Pass/Fail 

Question 5: Is the entity registered and in good standing in the 

Montana Secretary of State’s Office? If not, did the applicant provide 

a suitable explanation of why they are not?  

• Pass/Fail 

Question 6: Is the community location eligible? Check map. 

• Pass/Fail 

Project 
description 
(20 points) 

Questions 18-19: Does the applicant provide a title and brief project 

summary within one to five sentences and identify tourism assets? 

• 20 points 
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Tourism 
impact and 
success 
(120 points) 

Question 20: How many key planning processes have occurred in 

the community? 

• 20 points possible 

Question 21: Did the applicant provide the names and dates 

completed for any plans or assessments identified above and upload 

the portions that address the project for which funds are being 

requested? 

• 20 points possible 

Question 22: Does the applicant describe the current role tourism 

plays in the community and how this project will enhance it? 

• 20 points possible 

Question 23: How will the community measure the seasonal and 

year-round impacts to the community as a direct result of the TAG 

funds? 

• 20 points possible 

Question 24: Will this project create jobs as a direct result of this 

funding? 

• 20 points possible 

Question 20: In 200 words or fewer, does the applicant identify the 

plan for community engagement, education and public involvement? 

• 20 points possible 

Document 
upload  
(60 points) 

Did the applicant utilize the required scope of work template? 

• 5 points 

Did the applicant utilize the required budget template? 

• 5 points 

Does the budget align with the Scope of Work and only have eligible 

expenses? 

• 20 points 
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Is the Signatory Certification Form signed and uploaded? 

• 5 points 

Two letters of support, including the government entity: 

• 5 points 

Did the applicant upload proof of match? 

• 20 points 

 

Scoring Range 

1. The applicant did not sufficiently answer the question or provide necessary 

documentation. 

2. The applicant sufficiently answered the question or provided necessary 

documentation. 

3. The applicant sufficiently answered the question in detail and provided necessary 

documentation. 

4. The applicant sufficiently answered the question in detail using quantifiable data and 

provided necessary documentation. 

 

Reviewers must select a level (1-4) for each question and record the 
corresponding point value (5-20) in the scoring matrix. 

Level Descriptor Points 

1 Minimal or pass 5 

2 Adequate 10 

3 Strong 15 

4 Exceptional 20 
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